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Mayflower Compact

In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are underwritten, the loyal

subjects of our dread sovereign Lord, King James by the grace of God, of

Great Britain, France and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, etc.

Having undertaken, for the glory of God, and advancement of the Christian
faich and honor of our King and Country, a voyage to plant the first colony
in the northern parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and
mutually in the presence of God, and one of another, covenant and combine
ourselves together into a civil body politic, for our better ordering and
preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid: and by virtue hereof to
enact, constitute and frame such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts,
constitutions and offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet
and convenient for the general good of the colony: unto which we promise
all due submission and obedience. In witness whereof we have hereunder

subscribed our names at Cape Cod the *11th of November, in the year of
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GOVERNOR BRADFORD’S COPY OF THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT
prirted in "ortor's herorial” at Carbridge,

Preserved in his handwriting in his History of Plymouth Plantation, Nass., in 1662, an official publicatior of the
Plyrouth Colory. The omder of sigrirg the orig-
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ABOVE ARE THE KNOWN SIGNATURES OF SOME OF THE SIGNERS

EXPLANATORY NOTES

A small ship,— the “ Speedwell,” — of some sixty tons burden, was
bought and fitted out in Holland, and early in July those who were ready
for the formidable voyage, being “ the youngest and strongest part,” left
Leyden for embarkation at Delft-Haven, nearly twenty miles to the south-
ward,—sad at the parting, “but,” says Bradford, * they knew that they
were pilgrims.”  About the middle of the second week of the month the
vessel sailed for Southampton, England. On the arrival there, they found
the “ Mayflower,” a ship of about one hundred and eighty tons burden,
which had been hired in London, awaiting them with their fellow-passen-
gers,— partly laborers employed by the merchants, partly Englishmen
Ii iinded with themselves, who were disposed to join the colony. Mr.
Weston, also, was there, to represent the merchants; but when discus-
sion arose about the terms of the contract, he went off in anger, leaving
the contract unsigned and the arrangements so incomplete that the Pil-
grims were forced to dispose of sixty pounds’ worth of their not abundant
stock of provisions to meet absolutely necessary charges.

The ships, with perhaps one hundred and twenty passengers, put to sea
about August §'15, with hopes of the colony being well settled before
winter; but the “Speedwell " was soon pronounced 100 leaky to proceed
without being overhauled, and so both ships put in at Dartmouth, after
cight days sail. Repairs were made, and before the end of another week
they started again; but when above a hundred leagues beyond Land's End,
Reynolds, the master of the “ Speedwell,” declared her in imminent danger

THE MAYFLOWER AND THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT
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of sinking, so that both ships again put about. On reaching Plymouth
Harbor it was decided to abandon the smaller vessel, and thus to send back
those of the company whom such a succession of mishaps had disheart-
ened.  Those who withdrew were chiefly such as from their own weakness
ar from the weakness of their families were likely to be least useful in the
hard labor of colonization; the most conspicuous desertion was that of
Cushman, smarting under criticism and despairing of success. The unex-
pected parting between those who disembarked and those who crowded
into the *“ Mayflower” was sad enough. It was not known till later that the
alarm over the “ Speedwell’s ” condition was owing to deception practised
by the master and crew, who repented of their bargain to remain a year
with the colony, and took this means of dissolving it.

At length, on y, Sep 6/16, the “ * left Plym-
outh, and nine weeks from the following day, on November 9/19, sighted
the eastern coast of the flat, but at that time well-wooded, shores of Cape
Cod. She took from Plymouth one hundred and two passengers, besides
the master and crew; on the voyage one man-servant died and one child
was born, making 102 (73 males and 29 females) who reached their des-
tination. OF these, the colony proper consisted of 34 adult males, 18 of
them accompanied by their wives and 14 by minor children (20 boys and 8
girls); besides these, there were 3 maid-servants and 9 men-servants,
sailors, and craftsmen, —  of them only half-grown boys, — who were hired
for temporary service.
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ABOVE ARE THE KNOWN SIGNATURES OF SOME OF THE SIGNERS

EXPLANATORY NOTES

A small ship, —the “ Speedwell,” — of some sixty tons burden, was
bought and fitted out in Holland, and early in July those who were ready
for the formidable voyage, being “ the youngest and strongest part,” left
Leyden for embarkation at Delft-Haven, nearly twenty miles to the south-
ward,—sad at the parting, “ but,” says Bradford, *they knew that they
were pilgrims.”  About the middle of the second week of the month the
vessel sailed for Southampton, England.  On the arrival there, they found
the * Mayflower,” a ship of about one hundred and eighty tons burden,
which had been hired in London, awaiting them with their fellow-passen-
gers, — partly laborers employed by the merchants, partly Englishmen
like-minded with themselves, who were disposed to join the colony. Mr.
Weston, also, was there, to represent the merchants; but when discus-
sion arosc about the terms of the contract, he went off in anger, leaving
the contract unsigned and the arrangements so incomplete that the Pil-
grims were forced to dispose of sixty pounds’ worth of their not abundant
stock of provisions to meet absolutely necessary charges.

The ships, with perhaps one hundred and twenty passengers, put to sea
about August 515, with hopes of the colony being well settled before
winter:; but the “Speedwell " was soon pronounced too leaky to proceed
without being overhauled, and so both ships put in at Dartmouth, after
eight days’ sail. Repairs were made, and before the end of another week
they started again; but when above a hundred leagues beyond Land's End,
Reynolds, the master of the ** Speedwell,” declared her in imminent danger
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of sinking, so that both ships again put about. On reaching Flymouth
Harbor it was decided to abandon the smaller vessel, and thus to send back
those of the company whom such a succession of mishaps had disheart-
cned. Those who withdrew were chiefly such as from their own weakness
or from the weakness of their families were likely to be least useful in the
hard labor of colonization; the most conspicuous desertion was that of
Cushman, smarting under criticism and despairing of success. The unex-
pected parting between those who disembarked and those who crowded
into the “ Mayflower " was sad enough. It was not known till later that the
alarm over the “ Speedwell's " condition was owing to deception practised
by the master and crew, who repented of their bargain to remain a year
with the colony, and took this means of dissolving it.

At length, on Wednesday, September 6/16, the “ Mayflower " left Plym-
outh, and nine weeks from the following day, on November g/19, sighted
the eastern coast of the flat, but at that time well-wooded, shores of Cape
Cod. She took from Plymouth one hundred and two passengers, besides
the master and crew: on the voyage one man-servant died and one child
was born, making 102 (73 males and 29 females) who reached their des-
tination. Of these, the colony proper consisted of 34 adult males, 18 of

them accompanied by their wives and 14 by minor children (20 boys and 8
girls); besides these, there were 3 maid-servants and 19 men-servants,
sailors, and craftsmen, — § of them only half-grown boys, — who were hired
for temporary service,
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*OS The date given here is Old Style (OS) Old Style and New Style (NS)

are used to indicate that a date conforms to the Julian Calendar (OS),

formally in use in many countries, rather than the Gregorian calendar (NS)

which we use today.
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The Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization. Donations and contributions are tax-

deductible, as allowed by the law.
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