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Mike Pompeo 
 

 

Mike Pompeo 

Credentials 

• JD, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. (1994). [1] 

• BS, United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. (1986). [1] 

Background 

Michael Richard “Mike” Pompeo was the U.S. Representative for Kansas's 4th congressional district from 2011 

until he was confirmed as Director of the Central Intelligence Agency on January 23, 2017. Pompeo has been 

described as “the Koch brothers’ point man in the House,” with Koch Industries his single largest campaign 

contributor. Notably, Koch Industries headquarters in Wichita is in Pompeo's home district. He is a member of 

the Tea Party Movement and the Republican National Committee. [2] 

President Trump announced on March 13, 2018 that he planned to nominate Pompeo to replace Rex Tillerson as 

Secretary of State, The Washington Post first reported. Pompeo would be replaced at the CIA by Gina Haspel, 

who would be the first woman to lead the agency. [3], [4] 

“One of the very first serious books I read when I was growing up was Atlas Shrugged,” Pompeo told John 

Gizzi for a profile in Human Events. Pompeo studied mechanical engineering at the U.S. Military Academy at 
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West Point, where he had been appointed by his family's congressman Robert K. Dornan. “[T]hat should give 

you an idea of where I’m coming from politically if ‘B-1 Bob’ chose me for West Point,” Pompeo said. [5] 

After graduating in 1986, Pompeo served for five years on active duty (the minimum required in the military 

post academy). He served primarily in Germany and earned the rank of Captain. After serving as a cavalry 

officer, he entered Harvard Law School in 1991, where he was one of several editors on its law review. He 

graduated with a law degree and went on to work as an Associate for the D.C. law firm 

Williams & Connolly for just over two years, focusing on tax law and working on a major case involving an 

amendment to the Arkansas Constitution imposing term limits. [6], [5], [7], [8], [9], [10] 

Pompeo was first elected to the 112th Congress on November 2, 2010. During his time in Congress, Pompeo 

served on the Energy and Commerce, House Intelligence, and House Select Benghazi committees, among 

others. [11] 

Pompeo has advocated for mass surveillance by the National Security Agency (NSA), pushing for access to a 

cache of metadata to track the communications of potential terrorists. He has also become known for his views 

that waterboarding isn't torture, that Guantanamo Bay should remain open, and that climate change is unsettled 

science. [12], [13] 

E&E News reported that many of Pompeo's views “are in sync with the Kochs,” including his push to expand 

domestic drilling, and opposition of environmental regulations and renewable energy. He has a 4% lifetime 

score with the League of Conservation Voters. [8], [14] 

In addition to significant financial support from Koch Industries, Pompeo has received endorsements from the 

executives of Wichita's largest aircraft companies, and the anti-abortion group Kansans for Life. [15] 

Koch Ties 

Law 

While working as an Associate for Williams & Connolly in 1994, Pompeo was involved in a major 

case involving proposed amendments to the Arkansas constitution imposing term limits. That amendment 

was struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court for violating the qualifications for elected representatives set by 

the U.S. Constitution, in U.S. Term Limits v. Thornton (1995). [10], [16] 

Williams & Connolly had taken on U.S. Term Limits as a client in 1992, SourceWatch reported. U.S. Term 

Limits later admitted to the press that it had used promotional material, mailing lists, and other materials from a 

campaign committee funded by the Koch brothers to push for term limits. It refused to divulge how much major 

donors were funding the multi-state campaign, while Koch's spokesperson claimed Koch Industries had 

“absolutely no direct participation in the California effort.” [17], [10] 

It refused to divulge who or what was funding the multi-state amendment campaign; and the Kochs’ 

spokesperson issued a narrow denial, claiming that the Kochs “have absolutely no direct participation” in any 

particular state amendment. (Subsequently, the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee investigated the role of 

the Kochs in using pass-through organizations to hide their role in the 1996 elections via the Triad group, a fact 

that was confirmed after the investigation was shut down.) [10], [18] 
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It is unclear if Pompeo knew of the relationship between U.S. Term Limits and the Kochs. In mid-2016, as a 

third-term Congressman Pompeo signed the latest pledge of U.S. Term Limits, to vote for a constitutional 

amendment to limit congressional service to three terms. Pompeo won his election for a fourth term in Congress 

in November 2016. [19] 

Business 

In 1997, Pompeo and three of his fellow West Point alumni went on to create Thayer Holdings, L.C. Ulrich 

Brechbuhl joined Thayer from Mitt Romney’s venture capital firm Bain & Co., Brian Bulatao would work 

as COO of the firm, and Michael Stradinger was in charge of mergers and acquisitions (while a co-founder, he 

now omits it from his LinkedIn resume). Brechbuhl publicly took credit for raising more than $90 million in 

capital for Thayer during his three years at the firm with initial capital drawn from Koch Venture Capital, a 

division of Koch Industries, as well as Cadinal Investment Co. and Bain & Co. Thayer Holdings was created “to 

buy medium-sized companies.” One of its initial acqusitions was Aero Machine, an airplane parts company, in 

Wichita. [20], [21], [22], [23], [24], [25] 

According to a 1998 article in the Wichita Business Journal, “The company's capital base is drawn in part from 

Wichita's Koch Venture Capital, a division of Koch Industries Inc.” Pompeo later claimed that Koch's 

investment was less than two percent of the total, although detailed records are not publicly available. It is 

unclear precisely what the relationship between Koch Industries and Thayer was, given a lack of independent 

documentation. [26], [27] 

With the purchase of Aero, Pompeo filed incorporation documents in Kansas for a new entity called Thayer 

Aerospace that would be managed by Thayer Holdings and Aero. The filings with the Kansas Secretary of State 

for that corporation and related ones—Thayer Aerospace Consolidated and Thayer Aerospace Manufacturing—

do not disclose that any shares were issued for them or acquisitions: Aero Machine, Precision Profiling, B & B 

Machines—in Wichita—and Advanced Tool & Die in St. Louis. But, Thayer Aerospace Plating listed authority 

to issue 10,000 shares; shareholders are not disclosed. Pompeo finally incorporated Kansas-based Thayer 

Aerospace in 1998, where he would serve as CEO for more than 10 years. [7], [8] 

Business entities on file at the Kansas Business Center include the following (see related documentation 

below): [28] 

Name 

Kansas 

Business ID Numb

er 

Status 

THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, INC. 3633153 WITHDRAWN 

THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, L.L.C. 2648285 
FORFEITED - FAILED TO TIMELY FILE 

A/R 
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THAYER AEROSPACE HOLDING COMPANY, L
.L.C. 

2648731 WITHDRAWN 

THAYER AEROSPACE MANUFACTURING, L.L.

C. 
2650588 WITHDRAWN 

THAYER AEROSPACE PLATING, INC. 2687267 WITHDRAWN 

THAYER AEROSPACE PLATING, L.L.C. 3687571 WITHDRAWN 

THAYER AEROSPACE, L.C. 2574333 DISSOLVED 

 

 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, INC 2004 12 Annual Report 

 
 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, INC 2005 12 Annual Report 

 
 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, INC 2006 12 Annual Report 

 
 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415458-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2004-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415458-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2004-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415458-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2004-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415458-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2004-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415459-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2005-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415459-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2005-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415459-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2005-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415459-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2005-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415461-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2006-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415461-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2006-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415461-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2006-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415461-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2006-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415462-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2007-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415458-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2004-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415459-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2005-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415461-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2006-12-Annual.html


Mike Pompeo. (Accessed Oct. 22, 2020). Biography. Desmog. Desmog 
 

 
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo  Page 5 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, INC 2007 12 Annual Report 

 
 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, INC 2008 04 Withdrawal 

 

 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, L L C 1998 09 Foreign Application 

 
 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, L L C 1999 12 Annual Report 

 
 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, L L C 1999 12 Change of RO or RA 

 
 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, L L C 2000 12 Reinstatement 

 
 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415462-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2007-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415462-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2007-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415463-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2008-04.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415463-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2008-04.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415463-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2008-04.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415463-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2008-04.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415464-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1998-09.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415464-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1998-09.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415464-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1998-09.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415464-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1998-09.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415465-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415465-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415465-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415465-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415466-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415466-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415466-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415466-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415467-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-2000-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415467-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-2000-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415467-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-2000-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415467-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-2000-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415468-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-2001-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415462-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2007-12-Annual.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415463-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-INC-2008-04.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415464-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1998-09.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415465-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415466-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-1999-12.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4415467-THAYER-AEROSPACE-CONSOLIDATED-L-L-C-2000-12.html


Mike Pompeo. (Accessed Oct. 22, 2020). Biography. Desmog. Desmog 
 

 
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo  Page 6 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, L L C 2001 12 Annual Report 

 
 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, L L C 2002 12 Annual Report 

 

 

 
THAYER AEROSPACE CONSOLIDATED, L L C 2003 12 Annual Report 

 

 pg 1 of 5 → 

1 – 12 of 56 documents 

There is no public record of the amounts or lengths of the investments of Koch or the other venture capital firms 

in Thayer. There is no public financial reporting for Thayer, which told the press that it had revenue of about 

$65 million in 2000 (its expenses or debts were not disclosed). [23] 

However, in 2010, when Pompeo was confronted during the primary election with an ad claiming he ran a small 

machine shop out of business due to paying contracts late or reduced amounts, Pompeo denied it. He told 

reporters that though Thayer briefly struggled after 9/11, “We fought through it. We worked with our business 

partners, we worked with our shareholders, we worked with our lenders…” [29] 

Highland Capital Management LP purchased Thayer Aerospace, renamed Nex-Tech, in April 2007. Bill 

McKenna had taken over as president and CEO of the company in 2006, replacing Pompeo who became 

president of international affairs for Sentry International Inc. [30] 

According to press: the “new owners and restructured financing are helping Nex-Tech Aerospace rebuild a 

reputation damaged by an era of missed deliveries and slow supplier payments.” The new owners noted that 

Pompeo had “utilized asset-based financing for operating expenses and capital expenditures–borrowing against 

inventory and receivables” but that Nex-Tech had prudently “converted to a traditional financing package with 

a $10 million revolving loan.” [30] 

In 2005, after selling off his interests in Thayer, Pompeo founded Sentry International, an oil field services 

company that maintained a partnership with Koch Industries' Brazilian 

distributor, GTF Representacoes & Consultoria. [31], [32] 
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Flint Hills Center & George Pearson 

For four years, Pompeo was a trustee and board member of the Flint Hills Center for Public Policy, which 

eventually became the Kansas Policy Institute.  Pompeo was listed on the website in 

2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, while public tax forms list him in 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007. [27], [33] 

Flint Hills Center (first known as the Kansas Public Policy Institute) was co-founded by George Pearson, one 

of Charles Koch’s closest and oldest advisors, to help push Koch’s agenda in Kansas and nationally, 

including attempts to fight the growth of renewable energy. [34], [35], [36] 

According to his profile at the Kansas Policy Institute, Pearson “worked for nearly three decades for the Koch 

family as manager of various Koch Foundations and for Koch Industries in various corporate positions 

including Director of Public Affairs.” He also worked with other major think tanks including the Cato Institute, 

where he was one of the group's original shareholders. He also worked with the Koch-financed Institute for 

Humane Studies (IHS) at George Mason University (GMU), and is also a former member of the John Birch 

Society in Wichita. Pearson is also a long-time board member of the Atlas Network. [37], [38] 

Pompeo personally thanked Pearson in a KPI tribute video, where he said “I learned an awful lot from 

you” during their time working together. [39] 

Politics 

In 2010, the Koch advocacy group Americans for Prosperity (AFP) was among groups that funded 

attacks against Pompeo's opponent in the primary and helped him to secure the Republican nomination. Every 

year since, Pompeo was the number one recipient of funding from Koch Industries. [40] 

Koch Industries is his top lifetime campaign contributor at $365,500 of career donations, according to 

OpenSecrets. Top contributors listed below: [41] 

Contributor Total Individuals PACs 

Koch Industries $375,500 $335,500 $40,000 

Textron Inc $72,310 $32,310 $40,000 

Mull Drilling $65,350 $65,350 $0 

Club for Growth $64,817 $64,817 $0 
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INTRUST Bank $55,300 $55,300 $0 

McCoy Petroleum $52,050 $52,050 $0 

Emprise Bank $44,555 $44,555 $0 

Ritchie Exploration $43,954 $43,954 $0 

Exelon Corp $43,000 $18,000 $25,000 

USAA $42,000 $12,000 $30,000 

American Bankers Assn $40,000 $0 $40,000 

National Assn of Home 

Builders 
$40,000 $0 $40,000 

New York Life Insurance $38,518 $6,518 $32,000 

Onex Corp $38,100 $23,600 $14,500 

AT&T Inc $37,750 $250 $37,500 

Cox Enterprises $37,300 $16,300 $21,000 
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Poet LLC $33,500 $32,500 $1,000 

Beechcraft Corp $33,000 $8,000 $25,000 

JP Weigand & Sons $32,400 $32,400 $0 

Berexco Inc $31,500 $31,500 $0 

After his election, Pompeo brought on former Koch Industries lobbyist Mark Chenoweth as his chief of 

staff. Jane Mayer wrote in her book Dark Money: “Within weeks, Pompeo was championing two of Koch 

Industries’ legislative priorities— opposition to Obama’s plans to create a public EPA registry of greenhouse 

gas polluters and a digital database of consumer complaints about unsafe products.” [42] 

In 2007, Pompeo ran to become the Chairman of the Kansas Republican Party, but lost that bid to Kris 

Kobach. In 2008, Pompeo won his bid to become an RNC Committeeman, serving alongside Kobach as one of 

168 members of the RNC. [43], [44] 

Stance on Climate Change 

January 12, 2017 

During his confirmation hearing for the position of CIA director, Pompeo refused to acknowledge NASA's 

endorsement of the scientific consensus on climate change, The Independent reported. [45] 

During the hearing, he said he'd “prefer not to get into the details of climate change and science.” When asked 

by Democratic Senator Kamala Harris whether he “had any reason to doubt” scientific findings on climate 

change, Pompeo responded:  

 “I, frankly, as the director of CIA, would prefer today not to get into the details of the climate debate and 

science. It seems my role is going to be so different and unique to that. It is going to be to work alongside 

warriors keeping Americans safe and so I stand by the things I’ve said previously with respect to that issue. 

[…]” [45] 

December 2015 

“Kansans and Americans shouldn't be forced to shoulder the costly burden of President Obama's careless 

attempt to secure his legacy,” Pompeo said of the Paris climate accord, E&E News reported. “Congress must 

also do all in our power to fight against this damaging climate change proposal and pursue policies that support 

American energy, create new jobs, and power our economy.” [8] 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
https://www.pitch.com/news/article/20580447/mike-pompeo-repelect-in-kansas-hires-koch-lobbyist-for-chief-of-staff
https://www.amazon.ca/Dark-Money-History-Billionaires-Radical/dp/0307947904
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s48
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s42
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2007/jan/28/kobach_lead_kansas_gop/
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2007/jan/28/kobach_lead_kansas_gop/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180316203930/http:/projects.wsj.com/campaign2012/candidates/view/mike-pompeo--KS-H
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s43
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s44
https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/donald-trump-cia-director-mike-pompeo-climate-change-findings-nasa-scientists-global-warming-senate-a7524926.html
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s45
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s45
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060046137
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060046137
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s8


Mike Pompeo. (Accessed Oct. 22, 2020). Biography. Desmog. Desmog 
 

 
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo  Page 10 

November 30, 2015 

Pompeo released a statement ahead of President Barack Obama's trip to the United Nations summit on climate 

change in Paris: [46] 

“The President has his priorities dangerously wrong. He is now headed to Paris to bow down to radical 

environmentalists, all the while refusing to stand up to radical Islamists. In this city that has suffered an 

enormous tragedy at the hands of jihadists, our President stands ready to handcuff the global economy instead 

of the barbarians that seek to kill Americans, our allies, and others all over the world. 

” […] President Obama has called climate change the biggest national security threat of our lifetime, but he is 

horribly wrong. His unwillingness to acknowledge the true threat posed by Islamic extremism will get 

Americans killed. His perverse fixation on achieving his economically harmful environmental agenda instead of 

defeating the true threats facing the world shows just how out of sync his priorities are with Kansans and the 

American people.” 

June 25, 2013 

Pompeo spoke about climate change when he appeared on Washington Journal: [47] 

“There are scientists who think lots of different things about climate change. There's some who think we're 

warming, there's some who think we're cooling, there's some who think that the last 16 years have shown a 

pretty stable climate environment,” Pompeo said. [47] 

February 8, 2009 

Americans for Prosperity congratulated Pompeo for signing it's “No Climate Tax” pledge.” See the original 

signed copy below: [48], [49] 
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Pompeo on Torture 

Pompeo has defended the use of waterboarding, saying it wasn't torture. After the release of the 2014 Senate 

torture report, Pompeo said “These men and women are not torturers, they are patriots. The programs being 

used were within the law, within the constitution.” Pompeo has supported keeping open Guantanamo Bay, and 

has focused on the threat of “radical Islamic terrorism.” [50], [51], [13] 

Key Quotes 

October 2014 

In a visit to Kansas State University, Pompeo talked about gay marriage: [52] 

“I don’t agree with (same-sex marriage). I think marriage ought to continue to be between one man and one 

woman. So do most Kansans, for what it matters. I think when it was on the ballot (the state constitutional ban 

on same-sex marriage), 70 percent (voted in favor of the ban). There was overwhelming support for it in the 

state of Kansas.” 

“I think as you look back at civilization, look back at history, you find the strength of these families having a 

father and a mother is the ideal condition for childbearing,” Pompeo said. “Doesn’t mean there aren’t great 

families with single parents, great young men and women raised without either parent. If you’re asking for what 

is ideal, I think it’s being raised by a man and a woman.” 

2014 

Speaking to a Wichita church group, Pompeo depicted the war against terrorism as a war between radical 

Muslims and the Christian faith: [53] 

Mike Pompeo: “threat to America” caused by “people who deeply believe that Islam is the way” from The 

Intercept on Vimeo. 

“This threat to America is from people who deeply believe that Islam is the way and the light, and the only 

answer. And so as we think about what U.S. Policy needs to be… how we will begin to combat this, we need to 

recognize that these folks believe that it is religiously driven for them to wipe Christians from the face of 

the Earth.” 

”[…] [I]t is absolutely a minority within the Muslim faith, but these folks are serious, and they abhor Christians, 

and will continue to press against us until we make sure that we pray and stand and fight and make sure that we 

know that Jesus Christ as our savior is truly the only solution for our world.” [53] 

March 1, 2012 

In a guest column for Americans for Prosperity, Kansas, Pompeo discussed how his proposed legislation 

“would get rid of every single tax credit related to energy — ending tax favoritism that today goes to wind and 

solar, algae and electric vehicles and tax credits that go to the oil and gas industry as well.” Pompeo went on to 

target wind power: [54]  
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“One example of a tax earmark that should be eliminated is the Production Tax Credit (PTC) that goes to the 

wind industry,” Pompeo wrote. “The PTC has existed for the past 20 years, but it has not succeeded yet in 

making unsubsidized wind competitive. Politicians who pretend that a few more years of the PTC will make 

wind competitive could be right, but that is not a responsible bet to make with taxpayer dollars.” 

November 26, 2011 

Pompeo wrote with bill co-sponsor Re. Raul R. Labrador to promote legislation that would end tax breaks 

for wind, solar, electric vehicles, biofuels, nuclear and fossil fuels: [55]  

“Having dozens of energy handouts leads companies to spend resources lobbying Washington rather than 

tinkering in their garages and labs. Indeed, we are counting on one of these alternatives to succeed. We just 

know that we have no idea, nor do any of our peers in Congress, which one consumers ultimately will demand. 

The winner must be determined the old-fashioned way: through hard work, innovation, American moxie and 

superior skills engaged in competition,” Pompeo and Labrador wrote in The Washington Times. 

June 2, 2011 

National Journal asked Pompeo about whether he was influenced by Koch Industries, as they are his largest 

donor, to which Pompeo replied that Koch is “amazing.” View the original article here. [56], [57] 

NJ: “How do you respond to critics who say you’re being influenced by Koch Industries, given its owners’ 

contributions to your campaign?” 

POMPEO: “What do you think? I’d say [I’ve been] a small-government guy for an awful long time, and I’ll be a 

small-government guy when the good Lord calls me home. Koch Industries is an amazing business that has 

succeeded by building a product that customers love dearly. The folks who run Koch are very clear. They would 

love to have government just get out of the way and allow companies to compete, whether in their particular 

sectors or other sectors. They are true believers in small government.” 

May 14, 2010 

Speaking on AM 1070 Morning News radio, Pompeo said his first reaction to the BP Oil Spill was the “fervent 

hope that Congress doesn’t overreact” and curtail dangerous offshore drilling.” (Note that the original video is 

no longer available online). [58] 

Key Deeds 

April 10, 2018 

Over 200 environmental groups called for Pompeo's nomination to be rejected, citing his “extreme anti-

environment, anti-consumer safety agenda” and denial of climate change. The letter was organized by 

the Food & Water Watch and signed by groups including 350.org, Greenpeace, Progressive Democrats of 

America, and Public Citizen. [59], [60] 

“At a time when many of our military and diplomatic leaders are citing climate chaos as the greatest threat to 

global peace and stability, it’s downright absurd to consider placing Mike Pompeo, a belligerent climate denier, 

at the helm of the State Department. For the sake of our planet and future generations, the Senate must reject 

Pompeo’s nomination out of hand,” said Wenonah Hauter, executive director of Food & Water Watch. [59] 
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March 13, 2018 

Trump announced that he planned to nominate Mike Pompeo as the new secretary of state to represent 

the US following his firing of Rex Tillerson. [61] 

“I’ve worked with Mike Pompeo now for quite some time – tremendous energy, tremendous intellect, we’re 

always on the same wavelength,” Trump told reporters. “The relationship has been very good and that’s what I 

need as secretary of state.” Trump said he would be a “truly great secretary of state.” [61] 

Several environmental groups criticized Trump's choice of Pompeo, pointing to Pompeo's past skepticism of 

climate change: [62] 

“In this position, (Pompeo) could prove to be dangerous to our national security and the safety of our planet,” 

said Michael Brune, executive director of the Sierra Club. [62] 

May Boeve, executive director for 350.org, also issued a statement: [62] 

“We’ve gone from Exxon’s CEO to the Koch Brothers’ most loyal lapdog,” she said. [62] 

“Tillerson was basically hands-off on the issue (of climate change),” said Alden Meyer, director of strategy and 

policy for the Union of Concerned Scientists. “It is not clear it is going to be any more of a priority for 

Pompeo.” [62] 

January 23, 2017 

President-elect Donald Trump nominated Pompeo to head the CIA on November 18, 2016. The 

Senate confirmed the nomination on January 23, 2017. [63]  

February 11, 2016 

Pompeo called for Edward Snowden's execution, speaking with Washington Journal. [64] 

“He should be brought back from Russia and given due process and I think the proper outcome would be that he 

would be given a death sentence for having put friends of mine, friends of yours, who serve in the military 

today at enormous risk because of the information he stole and then released to foreign powers,” Pompeo 

said. [64] 

In September 2016, Pompeo signed a letter urging President Obama not to pardon Snowden, who he described 

as “serial exaggerator and fabricator.” He also released a press release calling for “prison rather than pardon for 

Edward Snowden.” [65], [66] 

February 26, 2014 

Pompeo issued a public statement defending Koch Industries, Charles, and David Koch: [67] 

“Yet opponents of the House’s effort to hold the IRS accountable have doubled down and continued to attack 

two private citizens, Charles and David Koch, as deserving of such government abuse. Senator Reid’s attacks 

today from the Senate floor are reprehensible. This cannot be tolerated – not for these two great men or for any 

individual who disagrees with those in power.  
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“The Kochs’ Wichita-based company employs close to 60,000 people in manufacturing jobs. These 

predominantly middle-class employees live in nearly all 50 states and are a benefit to the communities they 

work and live in. They are good people and good neighbors, my neighbors, and deserve protection under the 

law that is equal to those lawmakers who seek to marginalize them. 

“The jobs created by this company are a far greater benefit to the middle class than any wasteful Washington 

program. We should be taking lessons from hardworking Americans in the private sector instead of continuing 

to play politics with people’s lives.” 

June 2013 

Speaking on the House floor, Pompeo said that Muslim leaders not denouncing acts of terrorism in the name of 

Islam are “potentially complicit” in attacks. The Council on American-Islamic Relations sent a letter to 

Pompeo, describing his remarks as  “false and irresponsible.” [68], [69] 

August 28, 2009 

Pompeo spoke at a large Tea Party rally organized by Americans for Prosperity, Lee Fang reported 

at ThinkProgress. [70] 

Affiliations 

• Kansas Policy Institute (Formerly Flint Hills Public Policy Institute) — Former Trustee (listed on 

the website in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 — public tax forms list him in 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007). [27] 

• Williams & Connolly — Former Associate. [15] 

• Thayer Aerospace — Founder and former CEO. [11] 

• Sentry International — Former President. [11] 

• Republican National Committee (RNC) — Served on the RNC.  [15] 

Social Media 

• Mike Pompeo does not appear to be active on Twitter. There does appear to be a parody account (“the 

Officially Unofficial Twitter Account of Michael Pompeo”) at @RealMikePompeo.  

• There are several unverified accounts for Mike Pompeo on Facebook. 

• Mike Pompeo (unverified) on LinkedIn. See alternate profile (also unverified). 

Publications 

Pompeo is listed as co-author of The Benghazi Committee: Proposed Additional Views, published June 28, 

2016. According to the book description, the authors offer “additional views to set the record straight” including 

that “The administration misled the public about the events in Benghazi.” [71] 

Resources 

1. “Kansas Leadership,” Gop.com. Archived October 18, 2015. 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
http://thehill.com/video/house/304743-gop-lawmaker-silence-on-terror-attacks-makes-islamic-leaders-potentially-complicit
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314225707/http:/www.cair.com/images/letters/Pompeo-letter.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314225707/http:/www.cair.com/images/letters/Pompeo-letter.pdf
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s68
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s69
https://thinkprogress.org/meet-mike-pompeo-the-congressional-candidate-spawned-by-the-kochtopus-2b5530a2e2ac/
https://thinkprogress.org/meet-mike-pompeo-the-congressional-candidate-spawned-by-the-kochtopus-2b5530a2e2ac/
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s70
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/pompeo-draws-liberal-groups-ire/2011/03/10/ABogK33_story.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20061009014905/http:/www.flinthills.org/content/view/23/36/
https://web.archive.org/web/20061009014905/http:/www.flinthills.org/content/view/23/36/
https://web.archive.org/web/20070817125815/http:/www.flinthills.org/content/view/23/36/
https://web.archive.org/web/20080724080551/http:/www.flinthills.org/content/view/23/36/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090604195426/http:/www.flinthills.org:80/content/view/23/36/
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s27
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s15
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s11
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s11
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314194507/http:/www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article1035413.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314194507/http:/www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article1035413.html
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s15
https://twitter.com/RealMikePompeo/status/817411855371083777
https://twitter.com/RealMikePompeo
https://www.facebook.com/search/str/Mike+Pompeo/keywords_users?ref=eyJyZWYiOiJzZWVfbW9yZSIsInNpZCI6IiJ9
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mike-pompeo-0022767/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mike-pompeo-0022767/
https://www.amazon.com/Benghazi-Committee-Proposed-Additional-Views/dp/1535025875/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1521062630&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27:Mike+Pompeo&dpID=41-SF9fiEjL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo#s71
https://web.archive.org/web/20151018080239/https:/www.gop.com/leaders/states/KS


Mike Pompeo. (Accessed Oct. 22, 2020). Biography. Desmog. Desmog 
 

 
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo  Page 15 

2. Elliott Negin. “The Koch Brothers Are Still Trying to Break Wind,” HuffPost, December 9, 

2013. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/XFd5j 

3. Ashley Parker, Philip Rucker, John Hudson, and Carol D. Leonnig. “Trump ousts Tillerson, will replace 

him as secretary of state with CIA chief Pompeo,” The Washington Post , March 13, 2018. Archived 

March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/MZJEf 

4. Alana Abramson. “President Trump Fires Secretary of State Rex Tillerson,” Time, March 13, 

2018. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/pGVor 

5. John Gizzi. “An Officer And A Free Marketeer,” Human Events, July 29, 2011. Archived March 15, 

2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/OV1tp 

6. “Your Career after West Point,” United States Military Academy West Point. Accessed March 16, 

2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/CCeL1 

7. “Biography,” U.S. Congressman Mike Pompeo. Archived September 10, 2016. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/TlKG3 

8. “CIA pick has deep ties to Kochs, history of climate skepticism,” E&E News, November 22, 

2016. Archived March 14, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/pWz1K 

9. Erin Kelly. “Mike Pompeo: Ex-Army, CIA, fierce Obama critic on foreign policy,” USA Today, March 

13, 2018. Archived March 19, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/9rAc0 

10. “Mike Pompeo,” Sourcewatch. Accessed March 14, 2018. 

11. “Congressman Mike Pompeo - Official Biography,” Congressman Mike Pompeo. Archived November 

9, 2011. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/qfWIa 

12. “Rep. Mike Pompeo wants to revive mass surveillance program,” McClatchy Washington 

Bureau, January 27, 2016. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/50gAf 

13. Jennifer Williams. “Mike Pompeo, Trump's pick for CIA director, could take the agency back to its 

darkest days,” Vox, November 21, 2016. Archived March 13, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/abocX 

14. “Representative Mike Pompeo (R),” League of Conservation Voters. Accessed March 14, 2018. 

15. Dion Lefler. “Pompeo hopes varied background gives him edge,” The Wichita Eagle. July 23, 

2010. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/5UQtT 

16. “CONGRESSIONAL TERM LIMITS AMENDMENT” (PDF), House of Representatives Report 105-2. 

Retrieved from Congress.gov. 

17. Dam Moraine and James Bornemeier. “Secretive Group Is Major Supporter of Term Limits : Election: 

Organization, which has ties to Libertarian movement, has given $678,000 to promote Prop. 164.” Los 

Angeles Times, October 28, 1992. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/Ajera 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/elliott-negin/the-koch-brothers-are-sti_b_4396033.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314015732/https:/www.huffingtonpost.com/elliott-negin/the-koch-brothers-are-sti_b_4396033.html
https://archive.is/XFd5j
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-ousts-tillerson-will-replace-him-as-secretary-of-state-with-cia-chief-pompeo/2018/03/13/30f34eea-26ba-11e8-b79d-f3d931db7f68_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-ousts-tillerson-will-replace-him-as-secretary-of-state-with-cia-chief-pompeo/2018/03/13/30f34eea-26ba-11e8-b79d-f3d931db7f68_story.html
https://archive.is/MZJEf
https://time.com/5197201/president-trump-removes-secretary-of-state-rex-tillerson/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313190831/http:/time.com/5197201/president-trump-removes-secretary-of-state-rex-tillerson/
https://archive.is/pGVor
https://web.archive.org/web/20180315024216/http:/humanevents.com/2011/07/29/an-officer-and-a-free-marketeer/
https://archive.is/OV1tp
https://www.usma.edu/admissions/_layouts/mobile/mblwiki.aspx?Url=%2Fadmissions%2FSitePages%2FCareers%2Easpx
https://archive.is/CCeL1
https://web.archive.org/web/20160910173156/http:/pompeo.house.gov/biography/
https://archive.is/TlKG3
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060046137
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060046137
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314175600/https:/www.eenews.net/stories/1060046137
https://archive.is/pWz1K
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/03/13/5-things-know-secretary-state-nominee-mike-pompeo/419557002/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180319213820/https:/www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/03/13/5-things-know-secretary-state-nominee-mike-pompeo/419557002/
https://archive.is/9rAc0
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Mike_Pompeo
https://web.archive.org/web/20111109135546/pompeo.house.gov/about-me/full-biography
https://archive.is/qfWIa
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-world/national/national-security/article56869248.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314022117/http:/www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-world/national/national-security/article56869248.html
https://archive.is/50gAf
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2016/11/18/13676756/mike-pompeo-trump-pick-cia-director
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2016/11/18/13676756/mike-pompeo-trump-pick-cia-director
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313224917/https:/www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2016/11/18/13676756/mike-pompeo-trump-pick-cia-director
https://archive.is/abocX
http://scorecard.lcv.org/moc/mike-pompeo
http://www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article1035413.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313223850/http:/www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article1035413.html
https://archive.is/5UQtT
https://web.archive.org/web/20180319215226/https:/www.congress.gov/105/crpt/hrpt2/CRPT-105hrpt2.pdf
http://articles.latimes.com/1992-10-28/news/mn-1004_1_u-s-term-limits
http://articles.latimes.com/1992-10-28/news/mn-1004_1_u-s-term-limits
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314014103/http:/articles.latimes.com/1992-10-28/news/mn-1004_1_u-s-term-limits
https://archive.is/Ajera


Mike Pompeo. (Accessed Oct. 22, 2020). Biography. Desmog. Desmog 
 

 
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo  Page 16 

18. Leslie Wayne. “Papers Link Donations to 2 On Senate Hearings Panel,” The New York Times, October 

30, 1997. Archived March 19, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/vjHYt 

19. (Press Release). “U.S. Term Limits Praises Mike Pompeo for Signing Term Limits Pledge” (PDF), May 

5, 2016. Archived March 16, 2018. 

20. “Army buddies team to fight on Air Capital business front,” Wichita Business Journal, December 

13, 1998. 

21. “Bain: A consulting firm too hot to handle? (Fortune, 1987),” Fortune, January 15, 2012. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/qK0hu 

22. “Mike Stradinger,” LinkedIn. Accessed March 16, 2018. 

23. “T. Ulrich Brechbuhl,” LinkedIn. Accessed March 19, 2018. Archived .pdf on file at DeSmog. 

24. “COO Bulatao helps steer Thayer Aerospace through layoffs, business slowdown,” Wichitah Business 

Journal, November 4, 2001. 

25. (Press Release). “MigraTEC, Inc. Hires New Chief Financial Officer,” Business Wire, March 1, 2000. 

Retrieved from The Free Library. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/lVpkn 

26. “Army buddies team to fight on Air Capital business front,” Wichita Business Journal, December 

13, 1998. 

27. Dan Eggen. “Pompeo draws liberal groups’ ire,” The Washington Post, March 20, 2011. Archived 

March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/mwtNy 

28. “Business Entity Search,” Kansas Business Center. Search performed March 19, 2018. 

29. Dion Lefler and Brent D. Wistrom. “Failed shop at crux of Hartman-Pompeo feud,” The Wichita 

Eagle, July 22, 2010. Archived March 16, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/eba11 

30. “Nex-Tech reclaiming firm's reputation by changing the way it does business,” Wichita Business 

Journal, April 29, 2007. 

31. “About Sentry International,” Sentry International. Archived March 13, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/Si3Wx 

32. “Representação,” GTF Representacoes & Consultoria. Archived June 10, 2011. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/zeqFH 

33. “Trustees,” Flint Hills Center for Public Policy. Archived October 9, 2006. 

34. “Trustees” (PDF) Flinthills.org. 

35. “The Secrets of Charles Koch’s Political Ascent,” Politico, January 16, 2016. Archived March 13, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/H4zki 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/10/30/us/papers-link-donations-to-2-on-senate-hearings-panel.html
https://archive.is/vjHYt
https://web.archive.org/web/20180316183508/https:/www.termlimits.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Mike-Pompeo-Press-Release.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20180316183508/https:/www.termlimits.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Mike-Pompeo-Press-Release.pdf
https://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/stories/1998/12/14/story3.html
http://fortune.com/2012/01/15/bain-a-consulting-firm-too-hot-to-handle-fortune-1987/
https://archive.is/qK0hu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mike-stradinger-23bb934/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ulrichbrechbuhl/
https://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/stories/2001/11/05/story7.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/stories/2001/11/05/story7.html
https://www.thefreelibrary.com/MigraTEC%2C+Inc.+Hires+New+Chief+Financial+Officer.-a060021149
https://archive.is/lVpkn
https://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/stories/1998/12/14/story3.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/pompeo-draws-liberal-groups-ire/2011/03/10/ABogK33_story.html?utm_term=.d284df6af033
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313220505/https:/www.washingtonpost.com/politics/pompeo-draws-liberal-groups-ire/2011/03/10/ABogK33_story.html?utm_term=.c819a2e18338
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313220505/https:/www.washingtonpost.com/politics/pompeo-draws-liberal-groups-ire/2011/03/10/ABogK33_story.html?utm_term=.c819a2e18338
https://archive.is/mwtNy
https://www.accesskansas.org/bess/flow/main?execution=e1s4
http://www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article1035328.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180316185613/http:/www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article1035328.html
https://archive.is/eba11
https://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/stories/2007/04/30/story5.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313214356/http:/www.sentryinternational.net/About/
https://archive.is/Si3Wx
https://web.archive.org/web/20110610100931/http:/www.gtfrepresentacoes.com.br/representacao.html
https://archive.is/zeqFH
https://web.archive.org/web/20061009014905/http:/www.flinthills.org/content/view/23/36/
https://web.archive.org/web/20061009014909/http:/www.flinthills.org/index2.php?option=com_content&do_pdf=1&id=23
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/01/charles-koch-political-ascent-jane-mayer-213541
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313230247/https:/www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/01/charles-koch-political-ascent-jane-mayer-213541
https://archive.is/H4zki


Mike Pompeo. (Accessed Oct. 22, 2020). Biography. Desmog. Desmog 
 

 
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo  Page 17 

36. Connor Gibson. “Koch Brothers Continue State-by-State Attempts to Stifle Growth of Renewable 

Energy,” EcoWatch, March 13, 2013. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/5cjMO 

37. “Board of Trustees & Officers,” Kansas Policy Institute. Archived March 14, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/Bgmr0 

38. David Weigel. “Behind the Cato-Koch Kerfuffle,” Slate, March 1, 2012. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/f5UeP 

39. “KPI 20th Anniversary Tribute to George Pearson,” YouTube video uploaded by suer 

“KansasPolicyInst,” October 21, 2016. Archived .mp4 on file at DeSmog. 

40. Marianne Lavelle. “Mike Pompeo, Climate Policy Foe, Picked to Replace Tillerson as Secretary of 

State,” InsideClimateNews, March 13, 2018. Archived March 14, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/GZ82V 

41. “Rep. Mike Pompeo - Kansas,” OpenSecrets. Accessed March 13, 2018. 

42. Nadia Pflaum. “Mike Pompeo, Rep.-elect in Kansas, hires Koch lobbyist for chief of staff,” The 

Pitch, December 13, 2010. 

43. John Hanna (AP Writer). “Kobach to lead Kansas GOP,” LJWorld.com, January 28, 2007. Archived 

March 16, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/spPDk 

44. “Mike Pompeo (R),” The Wall Street Journal. Archived March 16, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/HCxVK 

45. Benjamin Kentish. “Donald Trump's pick for CIA director refuses to accept Nasa findings on climate 

change,” The Independent, January 12, 2017. Archived March 14, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/i2Hf4 

46. (Press Release). “Pompeo on President Obama’s 'Dangerously Wrong' Priorities: 'Radical Climate 

Change Agenda Is Not More Important than Fighting ISIS',” US CongressmanMike Pompeo, November 

30, 2015. Archived July 10, 2016. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/55yfL 

47. “Mike Pompeo on Washington Journal,” C-Span, June 25, 2013. 

48. “Kansas No Climate Tax Pledge Signers Advance to General Election,” Americans for Prosperity. 

Archived December 17, 2010. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/XRVUQ 

49. “The Pledge,” No Climate Tax. Archived March 14, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/ym5i7 

50. Amy Davidson Sorkin. “Mike Pompeo and the Question of Torture,” The New Yorker, January 23, 

2017. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/M0stM 

51. Lindsay Wise. “New CIA Director Mike Pompeo on torture, Muslims, terror, Iran, NSA spying,” The 

Wichita Eagle, November 18, 2016. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/b2kKq 

52. Jon Parton. “Pompeo visits campus, talks about ISIL, gay marriage,” The Collegian, October 22, 2014. 

Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/qjtEm 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
https://www.ecowatch.com/koch-brothers-continue-state-by-state-attempts-to-stifle-growth-of-ren-1881709597.html
https://www.ecowatch.com/koch-brothers-continue-state-by-state-attempts-to-stifle-growth-of-ren-1881709597.html
https://archive.is/5cjMO
https://web.archive.org/web/20180315033237/https:/kansaspolicy.org/board-of-trustees-officers/
https://archive.is/Bgmr0
http://www.slate.com/blogs/weigel/2012/03/01/behind_the_cato_koch_kerfuffle.html
https://archive.is/f5UeP
https://youtu.be/HNxiV32CPug?t=164
https://youtu.be/HNxiV32CPug?t=164
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/13032018/mike-pompeo-koch-brothers-secretary-state-climate-change-rex-tillerson-exxon
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/13032018/mike-pompeo-koch-brothers-secretary-state-climate-change-rex-tillerson-exxon
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314210959/https:/insideclimatenews.org/news/13032018/mike-pompeo-koch-brothers-secretary-state-climate-change-rex-tillerson-exxon
https://archive.is/GZ82V
https://archive.is/GZ82V
https://www.opensecrets.org/members-of-congress/contributors?cid=N00030744&cycle=CAREER&recs=100&type=I
https://www.pitch.com/news/article/20580447/mike-pompeo-repelect-in-kansas-hires-koch-lobbyist-for-chief-of-staff
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2007/jan/28/kobach_lead_kansas_gop/
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2007/jan/28/kobach_lead_kansas_gop/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180316204527/http:/www2.ljworld.com/news/2007/jan/28/kobach_lead_kansas_gop/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180316204527/http:/www2.ljworld.com/news/2007/jan/28/kobach_lead_kansas_gop/
https://archive.is/spPDk
https://web.archive.org/web/20180316203930/http:/projects.wsj.com/campaign2012/candidates/view/mike-pompeo--KS-H
https://archive.is/HCxVK
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/donald-trump-cia-director-mike-pompeo-climate-change-findings-nasa-scientists-global-warming-senate-a7524926.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/donald-trump-cia-director-mike-pompeo-climate-change-findings-nasa-scientists-global-warming-senate-a7524926.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314205248/http:/www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/donald-trump-cia-director-mike-pompeo-climate-change-findings-nasa-scientists-global-warming-senate-a7524926.html
https://archive.is/i2Hf4
https://web.archive.org/web/20160710175622/http:/pompeo.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398717
https://web.archive.org/web/20160710175622/http:/pompeo.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398717
https://archive.is/55yfL
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4456999/mike-pompeo-washington-journal
https://web.archive.org/web/20101217022936/http:/www.americansforprosperity.org/080410-kansas-no-climate-tax-pledge-signers-advance-general-election
https://archive.is/XRVUQ
https://archive.is/XRVUQ
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314000539/http:/noclimatetax.com/the-pledge/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314000539/http:/noclimatetax.com/the-pledge/
https://archive.is/ym5i7
https://www.newyorker.com/news/amy-davidson/mike-pompeo-and-the-question-of-torture
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313222851/https:/www.newyorker.com/news/amy-davidson/mike-pompeo-and-the-question-of-torture
https://archive.is/M0stM
http://www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article115636563.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313223342/http:/www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article115636563.html
https://archive.is/b2kKq
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314025621/https:/www.kstatecollegian.com/2014/10/22/pompeo-visits-campus-talks-about-isil-gay-marriage/
https://archive.is/qjtEm


Mike Pompeo. (Accessed Oct. 22, 2020). Biography. Desmog. Desmog 
 

 
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo  Page 18 

53. Lee Fang. 

“TRUMP CIA PICK MIKE POMPEO DEPICTED WAR ON TERROR AS ISLAMIC BATTLE AGAINST CH

RISTIANITY,” The Intercept, November 23, 2016. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/6XkGJ 

54. “Mike Pompeo: We need capitalism, not cronyism,” Voice for Liberty, March 1, 2012. Archived March 

14, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/mSSvd 

55. “LABRADOR & POMPEO: Era of energy subsidies is over,” The Washington Times, November 26, 

2011. Archived March 14, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/SeU76 

56. Lee Fang. “Asked About Being Viewed As A Pawn Of Koch Industries, Rep. Mike Pompeo Replies: 

Koch Is ‘Amazing’,” ThinkProgress, June 3, 2011. 

57. Amy Harder. “Pruning the Tax Code,” NationalJournal, June 2, 2011. Archived June 6, 2011. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/wEvxf 

58. Lee Fang. “Wall Street Front Group Celebrates Record Success Electing Radical Pro-Corporate, Pro-

BP Candidates,” Thinkprogress, June 26, 2010. Archived March 13, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/n6IsU 

59. “200+ Environmental Groups Call on Senate to Reject Pompeo for Secretary of State,” Common 

Dreams, April 10, 2018. Archived April 10, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.li/KFB1F 

60. “Organizational Sign-on Letter: Reject Mike Pompeo for Secretary of State” (PDF), Food and Water 

Watch, April 10, 2018. 

61. Lauren Gambino. “Mike Pompeo: who is Trump's new pick for secretary of state?” The Guardian, 

March 13, 2018. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/m6ata 

62. “Greens fear climate backslide with Pompeo as top U.S. diplomat,” Reuters, March 13, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/I8Z0v 

63. Associated Press. “Trump's CIA pick, Mike Pompeo, confirmed by the Senate,” Business Insider, 

Janaury 23, 2017. Archived March 13, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/3RhVB 

64. “Benghazi Investigation and Hillary Clinton's Emails,” CSPAN, February 11, 2016. 

65. Charlie Savage. “House Intelligence Committee Urges No Pardon for Edward Snowden,” The New York 

Times, September 15, 2016. Archived March 13, 2018. 

66. (Press Release). “Pompeo Calls for Prison rather than Pardon for Edward Snowden,” U.S. Congressman 

Mike Pompeo, September 15, 2016. Archived November 10, 2016. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/A4AiK 

67. (Press Release). “Statement from Congressman Mike Pompeo on Washington’s Attacks on Koch 

Industries,” U.S. Congressman Mike Pompeo, February 26, 2014. Archived May 9, 2014. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/QL2pl 

68. “GOP lawmaker: US Muslim leaders 'complicit' in terrorist attacks,” The Hill, June 11, 2013. Archived 

March 15, 2018. Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/SSatJ 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
https://theintercept.com/2016/11/23/mike-pompeo-religious-war/
https://theintercept.com/2016/11/23/mike-pompeo-religious-war/
https://archive.is/6XkGJ
https://wichitaliberty.org/capitalism/mike-pompeo-we-need-capitalism-not-cronyism/
https://archive.is/mSSvd
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/nov/26/era-of-energy-subsidies-is-over/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314180546/https:/www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/nov/26/era-of-energy-subsidies-is-over/
https://archive.is/SeU76
https://thinkprogress.org/asked-about-being-viewed-as-a-pawn-of-koch-industries-rep-mike-pompeo-replies-koch-is-amazing-a53aaddaed1d/
https://thinkprogress.org/asked-about-being-viewed-as-a-pawn-of-koch-industries-rep-mike-pompeo-replies-koch-is-amazing-a53aaddaed1d/
https://web.archive.org/web/20110606034607/http:/nationaljournal.com/magazine/pompeo-pruning-the-tax-code-20110602
https://archive.is/wEvxf
https://thinkprogress.org/wall-street-front-group-celebrates-record-success-electing-radical-pro-corporate-pro-bp-candidates-42799ee4bb6e/
https://thinkprogress.org/wall-street-front-group-celebrates-record-success-electing-radical-pro-corporate-pro-bp-candidates-42799ee4bb6e/
https://thinkprogress.org/wall-street-front-group-celebrates-record-success-electing-radical-pro-corporate-pro-bp-candidates-42799ee4bb6e/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313235417/https:/thinkprogress.org/wall-street-front-group-celebrates-record-success-electing-radical-pro-corporate-pro-bp-candidates-42799ee4bb6e/
https://archive.is/n6IsU
https://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2018/04/10/200-environmental-groups-call-senate-reject-pompeo-secretary-state
https://web.archive.org/web/20180410200035/https:/www.commondreams.org/newswire/2018/04/10/200-environmental-groups-call-senate-reject-pompeo-secretary-state
https://archive.li/KFB1F
https://archive.li/KFB1F
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/organizational_sign-on_letter_to_oppose_mike_pompeo_-_april_2018.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/mar/13/mike-pompeo-who-is-he-secretary-state-trump-new-rex-tillerson-from-cia
https://web.archive.org/web/20180313221708/https:/www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/mar/13/mike-pompeo-who-is-he-secretary-state-trump-new-rex-tillerson-from-cia
https://archive.is/m6ata
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-climate/greens-fear-climate-backslide-with-pompeo-as-top-u-s-diplomat-idUSKCN1GP2OE
https://archive.is/I8Z0v
http://www.businessinsider.com/mike-pompeo-cia-senate-confirmation-2017-1
https://web.archive.org/save/http:/www.businessinsider.com/mike-pompeo-cia-senate-confirmation-2017-1
https://archive.is/3RhVB
http://www.c-span.org/video/?404034-3/washington-journal-representative-mike-pompeo-r-ks&start=1300
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/16/us/politics/edward-snowden-no-pardon-house-intelligence.html?_r=0
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314024059/https:/www.nytimes.com/2016/09/16/us/politics/edward-snowden-no-pardon-house-intelligence.html?_r=0
https://web.archive.org/web/20161110173356/pompeo.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=399157
https://archive.is/A4AiK
https://web.archive.org/web/20140509032348/http:/pompeo.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=370999
https://web.archive.org/web/20140509032348/http:/pompeo.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=370999
https://archive.is/QL2pl
http://thehill.com/video/house/304743-gop-lawmaker-silence-on-terror-attacks-makes-islamic-leaders-potentially-complicit
http://thehill.com/video/house/304743-gop-lawmaker-silence-on-terror-attacks-makes-islamic-leaders-potentially-complicit
https://web.archive.org/web/20180315000055/http:/thehill.com/video/house/304743-gop-lawmaker-silence-on-terror-attacks-makes-islamic-leaders-potentially-complicit
https://web.archive.org/web/20180315000055/http:/thehill.com/video/house/304743-gop-lawmaker-silence-on-terror-attacks-makes-islamic-leaders-potentially-complicit
https://archive.is/SSatJ


Mike Pompeo. (Accessed Oct. 22, 2020). Biography. Desmog. Desmog 
 

 
https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo  Page 19 

69. “GOP lawmaker: US Muslim call Pompeo comments leaders 'false and irresponsible'” (PDF), Council on 

American-Islamic Relations, June 12, 2013. 

70. Lee Fang. “Meet Mike Pompeo: The Congressional Candidate Spawned By The 

‘Kochtopus’,” ThinkProgress, September 21, 2010. 

71. “The Benghazi Committee: Proposed Additional Views,” Amazon. Archived March 14, 2018. 

Archive.is URL: https://archive.is/XdKSW 

Other Resources 

• “Mike Pompeo,” Wikipedia. 

• “Mike Pompeo,” LittleSis. 

• “Trump’s CIA pick Mike Pompeo is a Tea Party war hawk who was bankrolled by the Koch 

brothers,” RawStory, November 18, 2016. 

Related Posts 

• Koch Brothers Behind Push To Dismantle EPA 

TAGS:  

Mike Pompeo 

Rep. Mike Pompeo 

kochind 
 

https://www.desmogblog.com/mike-pompeo
https://web.archive.org/web/20180314225707/http:/www.cair.com/images/letters/Pompeo-letter.pdf
https://thinkprogress.org/meet-mike-pompeo-the-congressional-candidate-spawned-by-the-kochtopus-2b5530a2e2ac/#.ixxytkgmc
https://thinkprogress.org/meet-mike-pompeo-the-congressional-candidate-spawned-by-the-kochtopus-2b5530a2e2ac/#.ixxytkgmc
https://www.amazon.com/Benghazi-Committee-Proposed-Additional-Views/dp/1535025875/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1521062630&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27:Mike+Pompeo&dpID=41-SF9fiEjL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
https://archive.is/XdKSW
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Pompeo
https://littlesis.org/entities/91613-Mike_Pompeo
https://www.rawstory.com/2016/11/trumps-cia-pick-mike-pompeo-is-a-tea-party-war-hawk-who-was-bankrolled-by-the-koch-brothers/
https://www.rawstory.com/2016/11/trumps-cia-pick-mike-pompeo-is-a-tea-party-war-hawk-who-was-bankrolled-by-the-koch-brothers/
https://www.desmogblog.com/koch-brothers-behind-push-dismantle-epa
https://www.desmogblog.com/directory/vocabulary/7674
https://www.desmogblog.com/directory/vocabulary/11820
https://www.desmogblog.com/topics/kochind

