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TRANSCRIPTION: 

Capitol California  

THE SACRAMENTO BEE 

Gavin Newsom, right, joined by his [second] wife, Jennifer Siebel Newsom, is sworn in as 

lieutenant governor by his father, William Newsom III, on Jan. 10, 2011.  

WILLIAM NEWSOM III  

Gov.-elect’s father, a former judge and advocate, dies at 84  

Staff and wire services  

William [Alrred] Newsom III, a former California judge, environmental advocate and the father 

of Gavin Newsom, died Wednesday after a long illness. He was 84.  

"Justice Newsom was a proud, lifelong Califor-nian, a public servant of profound 

accomplishment and a powerful voice for individual rights and environmental protection," 

Nathan Click, a spokesman for Gavin Newsom, said in a statement announcing the death. 

It comes less than a month before Gavin Newsom will be sworn in as California's 40th governor.  

"He may not have gotten to see Gavin sworn in. But he saw Gavin elected governor of this 

state, which was a great source of pride for Billy," said John Burton, a close friend of William 

Newsom's and former member of Congress from California.  

William Newsom was a close friend of oil magnate Gordon Getty and helped manage his 

finances. He helped deliver ransom money after the 1973 kidnapping of J. Paul Getty’s 

grandson. 

William Newsom's connections in San Francisco in both business and politics helped launch his 

son's career. The Gettys and Gavin Newsom ended up investing in several San Francisco 

businesses.  
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William Newsom was a staunch advocate for environmental protection, serving on the board of 

the Sierra Club Foundation and on the Environmental Defense Fund.  

In addition to Gavin, Newsom is survived by a daughter, Hilary. He and their mother, Tessa 

Menzies, divorced.  

On the court of appeals, Newsom ruled in one prominent case that the prestigious Bohemian 

Club, a men's club that counted Ronald Reagan as a member, could not enforce a ban on hiring 

women.  

William Newsom also was a chief fundraiser for Gov. Jerry Brown's father, former Gov. Pat 

Brown, and had worked on Harry Truman's 1948 presidential campaign. 
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