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The ISSA Awards

Back to the ISSA page.

Rewarding Those Who
Contribute to Peace and Human
Progress

The International Strategic Studies Association began, in 1983,
the process of making Awards for Outstanding Contributions to
Strategic Progress to individuals who, by their leadership, had
advanced the cause of international peace and the progress of
their own, and other, nations. Throughout the years since their
foundation, the ISSA Awards have been presented to a number
of world leaders. On two occasions, the Association has named
special Awards in honor of Dr Stefan T. Possony (1915-1995),
one of the founders of ISSA, who had been called "the greatest
strategic philosopher of the 20th Century". Those Awards were
made to individuals who had made their contribution through
Science and Technology.

In 1997, the Association transformed the Awards — which had
been represented in the past by certificates and different
engraved silver dishes or bowls — into an Order in two grades:
the Gold Star Award for Outstanding Contributions to Strategic
Progress, and the Silver Star Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Strategic Progress. In doing this, ISSA called
on Garrard, the Crown Jewellers, of London, to assist in
designing and striking the collar medals (shown here in the
Gold Star form) so as to conform with international standards of
protocol.
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The Gold Star Award is normally reserved for Heads-of-State, Heads-of-Government or very special cases at the
discretion of the Awards Committee. The Silver Star Award is reserved for those of Cabinet-level or other levels
of Government or Private Service. The Possony Prize is always presented in the form of the Silver Star.

With the creation of the system of Awards into the form of an Order, the Grand Mastership of the ISSA Awards
is always the President of the Association.

In addition to receiving the Gold or Silver Medal, recipients of the ISSA Awards are also conferred with the
honor of Honorary Life Membership in the Association, and with the right to join ISSA for any period they
desire as Senior Research Fellows.

In recent years, however, the recipients have
included:

e The Honorable Caspar W. Weinberger, former
US Secretary of Defense (Gold Star), 2000;

e Vice-Admiral Ko Tun-hwa, noted
geostrategist and former Vice Minister of
Defense, Republic of China; currently
National Policy Advisor to the President of the
ROC (Taiwan) (Stefan T. Possony Prize and
Silver Star), 2000;

¢ General the Honorable Alexander M. Haig, Jr.,
former US Secretary of State, and former
Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, of

0 Current and some past recipients of ISSA Awards gather at the Strategy2000
NATO (GOId Star)’ 1997’ banquet in Washington DC, June 20, 2000 (from left): VADM Ko Tun-hwa (Taiwan);
e His Majesty Klng Klgeh v, the Umwami w'u Hon. Caspar Weinberger (US); HM King Kigeli V (Rwanda); Rt. Hon. Sir Geoffrey

. . . Pattie (UK); HIH Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie (Ethiopia).
Rwanda (King of Rwanda), for his work in = ( )

helping to warn of the coming genocides in his country and region (Gold Star), 1998;

e The Honorable Bill McCollum, US Congressman from Florida, for his work in international security
(Silver Star), 1998;

e The Honorable Jim Saxton, US Congressman from New Jersey, for his work in international security
(Silver Star), 1998;
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e His Imperial Highness Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie, President of the Crown Council of
Ethiopia, for his humanitarian achievements in helping win recognition for the plight of Ethiopian
refugees in the worldwide diaspora (Silver Star), 1997;

¢ Dr Paul Kaminski, former US Under-Secretary of Defense for Acquisitions and Technology, for his
pioneering work in stealth technologies (Possony Prize; Silver Star), 1997.

Members and non-members of the Association may make recommendations to the Awards Committee,
nominating for consideration any individuals they deem worthy of receipt of an ISSA Award. The Awards are
normally presented at the ISSA Strategy Conference, the Global Strategic Forum, which is usually held in

September-October each year, most often in Washington DC. A Special black-tie Awards Banquet is held to
present the Awards.

A piper pipes-in the head table guests at the 1998 ISSA
US Congressmen Bill McCollum (R-FL) (left) and Jim  His Majesty King Kigeli V of Rwanda is congratulated ~Awards banquet. Leading this group were the 1997 Silver Star
Saxton (R-NJ) (right) meet with ISSA President Gregory by ISSA President Gregory Copley as the King is Award winner Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie of
Copley after receiving their ISSA Silver Star Medals at  presented with the ISSA Gold Star Medal at the ISSA  Ethiopia, HE Boniface Benzingé, the Chancellor to Rwanda's
the Washington DC banquet on October 6, 1998. bangquet in Washington DC on October 6, 1998. King Kigeli (whom he was escorting), and ISSA President

Gregory Copley.

ISSA Director Pamela von Gruber greets guests to the 1998 ISSA Awards banquet which US Congressman Jim Saxtp " watch'e d by. ]SSA Pf’esiden't Copley, sp eqks fo the delegal'es
was held in Washington DC on October 6, 1998 from more than 40 countries following his investiture with the ISSA Silver Star Medal in
: ’ Washington DC on October 6, 1998.
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Strategy2005
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Wednesday, May 25, 2005
07.00 - 08.00 Registration, Continental Breakfast.

Thursday, May 26, 2005
07.00 - 08.00 Continental Breakfast.

08.00 - 09.00

The Revolution in Strategic Affairs

A broad and detailed overview of global strategic trends, and anticipated pat-
terns of power, technology, trade, ideology, and sovereignty.

09.00 - 10.00
The Pivotal Emerging New Axis

The emerging strategic matrix in NE Asia: China, Korea, Japan, and Taiwan,
and the roles of the US, Russia, and Central Asia.

How Japan is transforming its defense and strategic doctrines, weap-
ons and structures to meet the challenge of the PRC and the DPRK;
How the PRC’s plans for Taiwan will change the equation in Nth. Asia;
Russian, Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and Central Asian hopes for a
new Great Silk Road as a means of strategic integration with Europe;
China’s growing ecological, water, and resources challenges: the likely
impact on the economy and strategic policy; and how PRC attempts to
dominate long-term energy supplies impacts the strategic balance;
Trends, developments, possible outcomes for the Korean Peninsula.
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10.00 - 10.20 Tea and Coffee Break

10.20-12.00

Terrorism & Narco-Trafficking

Terrorism: the new generation. How terrorism has become a key strategic
tool in asymmetric warfare, and how tactics will evolve.

The new target regions and states;

New targeting approaches: terrorist target selection, reconnaissance;
Changing terrorist approaches to communications and C3I;

Underlying motivations and organizational patterns: transcending ideol-
ogies (Islamism, marxism, etc.);

The role of Bosnia as a central terrorism/narcotics clearing house;
Better understanding of the terrorism-narcotrafficking links;

Iran as the principal state sponsor of terrorism, and its links; where it
fits with Iranian grand strategy and alliances;

Y Y YVY
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» Russia’s Terrorism Front: Central Asia and the Caucasus.
12.00 - 13.30 Luncheon Distinguished Speaker
13.30 - 15.30

The Indian Ocean Strategic Matrix

The emerging Indian Ocean strategic matrix involves interaction between the
India-PRC-Australia equation, and the roles of ASEAN, Pakistan, Iran, the
Horn of Africa, and the Red Sea/Suez, Straits of Hormuz, and Cape of Good
Hope strategic arteries, Russia, and the US.

The area as a focus of substantial advanced military technology, in-
cluding WMD, impacting energy and resource trade security;

How does the emerging matrix shape Australian strategic policy over
the coming decade+, including the US-Australia alliance?

The PRC-Pakistan military/weapons relationship and PRC goals toward
and competition with India; and much more;

\
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» Australia’s emerging defense capability shortfall.
15.30 - 16.00 Tea and Coffee Break
16.00 - 18.00 Homeland Security & Civil Defense

The Military and Emergency Response

How military transformation aids in emergency disaster response

How military forces reacted to the South Asian tsunami of 2004-05,
and why some forces reacted well, others less effectively.

Was the PRC’s disaster response capability, evidenced in the tsunami
follow-up, indicative of military projection capabilites?

The strategic impact of giving, or withholding, emergency aid to
stricken societies.

How political manipulation impacted tsunami relief efforts.

Corruption avoidance in post-disaster humanitarian aid. And more.
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18.30 The Strategy2005 Gala Dinner

Gala Reception & Dinner
A reception and dinner for delegates and speakers.

The language of the conference is English. Program subject to change without
notice. All workshops, except the luncheon distinguished speaker lectures, are
closed to the media, and are “off the record” to facilitate free discussion.

08.00 - 09.00

Intelligence and Psyops: The New Age

» How the overhauled US intelligence community will operate;

» Intelligence failures of the Iraq war: lessons learned;

» How the US has changed its psy-ops projection away from “democ-
racy” to emphasize “freedom”, and what this means strategically.

09.00 - 10.00

The Middle East Transformed

Trends after Palestinian and Iraqi elections. A broader intifada?
Emerging Islamist-jihadist regional priorities after the Iraq war;
Stability outlook for Saudi Arabia; changes in the Peninsula and Gulf;
Iran after the clerics: regional stability or cause for Arab concern?
(Qadhafi’s balancing act, and where are the buried WMD programs?
Egypt’s new rdle in the transformation; and post Hosni Mubarak?
Israel’s transformed capabilities. » Can Syria’s Asad survive?

10.00 - 10.20 Tea and Coffee Break
10.20 - 12.00

Europe and Eurasia Transforming

The future of the European Union: Has the EU peaked?

Turkey’s disaffection with the EU: the impact on strategic realities;
Changing Realities in the Eastern Mediterranean. Can the UK retain its
control over Cyprus, and is a Cyprus-Israel-Turkey alliance possible?
Balkan threats: new Kosovo war; an Islamist state in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina; new wars for Montenegro and Macedonia; new US Balkan bases;
The “orange revolution”, how it operates, and its impact on Russia and
the CIS states. The role of foreign sponsorship;

YYYYYVYY

» Russia’s growing strategic strength and needs.
12.00 - 13.30 Luncheon Distinguished Speaker
13.30-14.30

New Strategic Technologies

» Nanotechnology in weapons applications: how and how soon?
» WMD and Nuclear Proliferation: Is BMD Enough? ASAT’s revival?
» Outlook for unmanned systems and major conventional programs?

14.30 - 15.30

Africa: New Opportunities and Challenges

Creation of the African Union (AU) and growing capabilities of such regional
bodies as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) are
transforming African peacekeeping and stability. Now, defense forces and
security agencies in sub-Saharan Africa are also transforming. A look at the
ongoing crises, issues of corruption and systemic change, and more.

» Nigeria and South Africa as strategic anchors;

» The US moves its defense focus to Africa and African energy;

» New regional security mechanisms;

» New wars in Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia-Eritrea? Impact on Africa.

15.30 - 16.00 Tea and Coffee Break
16.00 - 18.00 Homeland Security & National Defense

Homeland Security & Power Projection

How new approaches to developing defensive capabilities can be made to
complement and reinforce existing strategic postures. How new homeland
security doctrine is developing in parallel, rather than competing with, force
projection capabilities and doctrine. Policies of US, Japan, Israel, Australia.

Friday, May 27, 2005
09.00 - 13.00 Special Advanced Workshop
US Policy in the Coming Four Years

Special tutorial on policies and objectives of the US George W. Bush Admin-
istration’s second term (2005-09), and how it will implement them. The
mechanisms of Bush strategic policymaking in the second term. In-depth
discussion of how the elements of the US Government work in developing
strategic and foreign policies, and how foreign governments can interact with
this process. This unique workshop, available only to Strategy2005 atten-
dees, requires separate registration (see overleaf). Designed for senior diplo-
matic and policy officials. Continental breakfast served.
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Defense & Foreign Affairs

THE GLOBAL LEADERSHIP ORGANIZATION FOR STRATEGIC POLICY OFFICIALS SINCE 1972

> )
The former Iranian Foreign Minister under the Shah of Iran, HE Ardeshir Zahedi, is seen here being invested
with the ISSA Silver Star on May 18, 2013, by ISSA Executive Director Pamela von Gruber. Amb. Zahedi,
even after leaving Iranian Government service with the coup against the Shah in 1979, had continued to
research and write profoundly on Iranian history, significantly changing perspectives on the region.

Rewarding Those Who Contribute to Peace and Human
Progress

The International Strategic Studies Association began, in 1983, the
process of making Awards for Outstanding Contributions to Strategic
Progress to individuals who, by their leadership, had advanced the cause
of international peace and the progress of their own, and other, nations.
Throughout the years since their foundation, the ISSA Awards have been
presented to a number of world leaders. On two occasions, the
Association has named special Awards in honor of Dr Stefan T. Possony
(1915-1995), one of the founders of ISSA, who had been called "the
greatest strategic philosopher of the 20th Century". Those Awards were
made to individuals who had made their contribution through Science and
Technology.

In 1997, the Association transformed the Awards — which had been
represented in the past by certificates and different engraved silver dishes
or bowls — into an Order in two grades: the Gold Star Award for
Outstanding Contributions to Strategic Progress, and the Silver Star
Award for Outstanding Contributions to Strategic Progress. In doing this,
ISSA called on Garrard, the Crown Jewellers, of London, to assist in
designing and striking the collar medals (shown here in the Gold Star
form) so as to conform with international standards of protocol.

The Gold Star Award is normally reserved for Heads-of-State, Heads-of-Government or very special cases at
the discretion of the Awards Committee. The Silver Star Award is reserved for those of Cabinet-level or other
levels of Government or Private Service. The Possony Prize is always presented in the form of the Silver Star.

With the creation of the system of Awards into the form of an Order, the Grand Mastership of the ISSA Awards
is always the President of the Association.

In addition to receiving the Gold or Silver Medal, recipients of the ISSA Awards are also conferred with the
honor of Honorary Life Membership in the Association, and with the right to join ISSA for any period they
desire as Senior Fellows.

In recent years, the recipients have included:

e His Excellency Amb. Ardeshir Zahedi, former Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Iran, decorated by ISSA in 2013.
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e His Excellency Maj.-Gen. Michael Jeffery, Governor-General
of Australia, 2009.

e The Hon. Sir Charles Court, former Premier of Western
Australia, 2008.

e Pres. Dr Askar Akaev, of the Kyrgyz Republic, 2003.

e Pres. Dragan Cavic, of Republica Srpska, 2003.

e Prime Minister Edward Seaga, of Jamaica.

e Pres. Ibrahim Babangida, of Nigeria.

e The Honorable Caspar W. Weinberger, former US Secretary

Some recipients of ISSA Awards gather at the

of Defense (Gold Star), 2000; Strategy2000 banquet in Washington DC, June

. . . 20, 2000 (from left): VADM Ko Tun-hwa (Taiwan);

* Vice-Admiral Ko Tun-hwa, noted geostrategist and former Hon. Caspar Weinberger (US); HM King Kigeli
Vice Minister of Defense, Republic of China; currently (Rwanda); Rt. Hon. Sir Geoffrey Pattie (UK); HIH
Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie

National Policy Advisor to the President of the ROC (Taiwan) (Ethiopia).

(Stefan T. Possony Prize and Silver Star), 2000;

* General the Honorable Alexander M. Haig, Jr., former US Secretary of State, and former Supreme
Allied Commander, Europe, of NATO (Gold Star), 1997;

e His Majesty King Kigeli V, the Umwami w'u Rwanda (King of Rwanda), for his work in helping to warn of
the coming genocides in his country and region (Gold Star), 1998;

e The Honorable Bill McCollum, US Congressman from Florida, for his work in international security
(Silver Star), 1998;

e The Honorable Jim Saxton, US Congressman from New Jersey, for his work in international security
(Silver Star), 1998;

e His Imperial Highness Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie, President of the Crown Council of
Ethiopia, for his humanitarian achievements in helping win recognition for the plight of Ethiopian
refugees in the worldwide diaspora (Silver Star), 1997;

e Dr Paul Kaminski, former US Under-Secretary of Defense for Acquisitions and Technology, for his
pioneering work in stealth technologies (Possony Prize; Silver Star), 1997.

e Philip Yeo, Senior Singapore Government official, 1983.

e Sen. John Tower, US, 1983,

e Lt.-Gen. Daniel O. Graham, former Director of Defense Intelligence, US, and Chairman, High Frontier,
1983,

e Rt. Hon. Sir Geoffrey Pattie, former British Minister of State for Defence, and former Minister for Trade
& Industry, 1983.

Members and non-members of the Association may make recommendations to the Awards Committee,
nominating for consideration any individuals they deem worthy of receipt of an ISSA Award. The Awards are
normally presented at the ISSA Strategy Conference, the Global Strategic Forum. A Special Awards Banquet
is held to present the Awards.

A piper pipes-in the head table guests at the
US Congressmen Bill McCollum (R-FL) (left) 1998 ISSA Awards banquet. Leading this
and Jim Saxton (R-NJ) (right) meet with f group were the 1997 Silver Star Award
! congratulated by ISSA President Gregory R . . ; p
IS_SA Presr_dent Gregory Copley after Copley as the King is presented with the winner Prince l__:rm_las Sahle-SeIass:e H'alle;
receiving their ISSA Silver Star Medals at ISSA Gold Star Medal at the ISSA banquet Selassie of Ethiopia, HE Boniface Benzingé,

His Majesty King Kigeli V of Rwanda is

the Washington DC banquet on October 6, - . the Chancellor to Rwanda's King Kigeli
1998. in Washington DC on October 6, 1998. (whom he was escorting), and ISSA
President Gregory Copley.

ISSA Director Pame_/a von Grube( greets _guests to the 1998 ISSA Ls{gegl?g% iii”c’fi’/]eﬂessifm'nﬁf?ﬁgn% ‘zgﬁnﬁgsziﬁgﬁ:g I’i};
Awards banquet which was he;gé’é Washington DC on October 6, investiture with the ISSA Silver Star Medal in Washington DC on
. October 6, 1998.

© 2021 International Strategic Studies Association. ISSA does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any
information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed.
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