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JоипюІ of tlu Ecnttomic аМ Soctal History of ІІv Orie"t, Vol. XVII, Part З 

ТНЕ RADHANITE MERCHANTS AND ТНЕ 
LAND OF RADНЛN 

ВУ 

MOSHE GIL 
Te1-Aviv University 

The Radhanites: From easl to west. It is now more than 100 years since 
Ibn Khurdadhbe's book was first edited, Ьу the French orientalist 
Barbier de Meynard. Seventeen years before this first edition, the frag­
ment dealing with the "J ewish merchants called Radha.nites" had been 
translated Ьу another French orientalist, J. Т. Reinaud, and thus 
brought to the attention of western scholarship. That fragment has 
since been the subject of а continuous discussion among scholars. 

According to Ibn Khurdadhbe, who wrote around the middle of the 
ninth century, these Radhanite merchants operated along several routes, 
stretcl1ing from the lands of Firanja and Andalus, і .е . Western Europe, 
to China in the Far East. The ramifications of these routes reached to the 
center of the <Abbasid Caliphate as well as its periphery, the Arabian 
Peninsula, North Africa, Egypt, Palestine, Syria, the northern parts of 
India (Sind and Hind), and Khurasan. They even reached Constantino­
ple, Antioch, and the Slavonic lands, beyond Byzantium (al-Rum), the 
lands of the Кhazars, the region of the Caspian Sea, and Transoxiana 1) . 

Six languages were spoken Ьу these merchants: Arabic, Persian, Greek 

1) See the fragment in Rcinaud, Giographie, І, 5 8 ff.; ed. Barbier de Meynard, J А, 
VI-5 (1865), 1І5 ff.; ed. De Goeje, BGA VI, І 5 3 f. There are many English transla­
tions of this fragment: Jacobs, Je1vi1h Conlrib., 194 ff.; Adler, Jew. Trav., 2; Lopez­
Raymond, Med. Tr., 31 f.; Katz, The Jew1, 134; Rabinowitz,]QR NS, 35 (1944-45), 
zpf.; Goitein,Jews and Arabs, 106; Serjeant, A rs !1krmic11, 15-16 (1968), 85; see 
Fcench translations (Ьesides Reinaud, Ba.rbier de Meynard, and.D e Goeje) in BJachere's 
ЕхІгаіІs, 17 ff.; Hadj-Sadok, Ducription, 1 r f. There is а Hebrew translation in 
Dinur's lsr. іп the Diasp., І- 1, 366 f., and а German one, in Aronius, RegesJm, no. 113. 

On ІЬn KhurdadhЬe see іпІег аІіа Hadj-Sadok's article in Епс. of 111.2, ІІІ, 839 f.; 
Ashtor, RSI, 81 (1969), 455 ff. Sce prйlse of lbn Khurdadhbc's work Ьу the 15th 
century bibliographer, Sakhawi (/</ап, 1 5 5 f.), \vho says that his successors copicd 
from him and follo\\>·ed his path. 
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(rйтіуа), ifranjiya, andalusiya, and Slavonic. Ibn Khurdadhbe also gives 
an account of thc goods carried Ьу tЬem, from v:est to east: Slaves­
male, female and juvenile; brocade, furs, and swords. From China they 

carried musk, aromatic wood е iid, probably aloe), campl1or, and 
c1nnamon. 

ThougЬ there are differences of scholarly opinion coпcerning Yarious 
aspects of the fragment, there is relative unarumity as regards the land of 
origin of these merchaпts, namely \У/ est.erп Europe. Only Barbier dc 
~leynard, the first publisher of the Arabic origina], connected the 

Radhaпite merchants with what he called "the tlнee cantons of Radan" 
(sic), which he locates in the eastern part of the sawad, as described Ьу 
lbn Khurdadhbe himself else\\тhcre in his work 2). Іп fact, in his table 
of the districts, their revenue and taxes due, Ibn Kl1нrdadhbe mentions 

only one district of Radhan, on the eastern sЬore of the Tigris. Barbier 
(іе ~{eynard's knowledge about three districts named RadЬan must have 

соте from оое of the sources discussed Ьеlо~· in this article. 
Тhе first scholar to suggest western origin of these merchants was 

Heyd, in 1879, in the German, first version of his 1-Jisloire d11 commercc d11 

Levant 3). It is truc, he says, that to carry out such expeditions at that 

time one had to possess geographical knowledge of а lcind which \vas 
then available only in the Arabic world, primarily in its very center, 
Baghdad. What made it possible for (western) Jewish mercl1ants to 
operate іп this way was the existence of а chain of Jewish communities, 
stretcl1ing from Spain to China. Carolingian conditions were yery 

favorable for such travel. 
А short time before Heyd wrote down these considerations, also in 

1879, De Goeje published his Glossari11111 to the first three vo]umes of 
Arabic geographers edited Ьу him. Relying upon the v·ersion of lbn 
al-Faqih (see below) and the spe1ling found tЬere, rahdtiniya, .De Goeje 
showed that this word also has the meaning of "cloth merchants" 

(bazzai) and is probably borrowed from Persian, dcriving from rah + 
dtin, as notcd Ьу Dozy in his .Jиpplimmt. Dozy \\1as not the first to ехрlаін 

2) Cf.JA, Vl-5 (1865), 511 f.; ibid., 34, 240; BGA, VI, 11. 
3) Cf. Heyd, І, н7. 
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rtihdtin as "cloth merchant", according to the above-mentioned Persian 
etymology (which, Ьу the way, is not attested Ьу any Persian sources 4). 

This opinion, that the term Rahdanїya had а Persian etymology, had 
already been expressed in 1848 Ьу Reinaud 5) (he explained it as connai.r­
seurs de chemin); but Dozy may have arrived at this conclusion independ­
ently. 1vfarquart, in 1903, accepted it, too 6). 

In i907, Schipper stated that Ibn Khurdadhbe's fragme11t was very 
clear evidence of the fact that Jewish merchants from the West used 
to reach all parts of tЬе then known world 7). ln an arcicle published 
five years later, he added the explanacion that Oriental Jews were at 
that time chiefly farmers and artisans. The few of them engaged in 
business confined themselves to the territory of the Caliphate. То view 
them as traders with the distant countries of Western Europe would 
therefore Ье а quite impossible thing 8). 

Also in 1907, in an arcicle on the economic position of Jews in the 
Middle Ages, based of course on Ibn Khurdadhbe, Julius Guttmann 
stressed the importance of western Jews, not only in connecting the two 
parts of the world, і.е. Islam and Christendom, but even in the internal 
economic life of the Caliphate 9). 

А third article published the same year, 1907, Ьу Simonsen, made an 
attempt to find а new interpretation of the term Rtidhanїya. Не denied 
Barbier de Meynard's suggestion that the merchants were from the 
district of Radhan, since, he said, the point of departure of their routes 
as described Ьу Ibn Khurdadhbe was France. Не therefore suggested 
considering them the successors of the merchants that had sailed to the 

4) Cf. De Goeje, BGA IV, 25 1. Muqaddasj, BGA Ш, 30, 22 5 (ЬаЬ al-rahaJina, in 
Qayrawan). Cf. Dozy, Suppl., І, 5 62Ь. See on rahadina ( = rahadiгa) іп expressions sucb 
as siiq al-r., Fagnan, СЬгопіqие, 188, n. 3; Brunschvig, ВеrЬігіе, І, 364; П, 204 (his 
translation is '"marchands d'etoffe"); see also Roy-Poinssot, !пsсг. аг., по. 1 59 (рр. 
279 f.), 1. 8, the tomb of сАЬd aJ-Ra}:unan Ь. Sa'd al-rahdar; see also ibid., 280, n. 3; 
281. Cf. aJso Нirschberg, НогеЬ, 14-15 (1959-60), 106. 

5) Reinaud, Giogr., 5 8, п. J . 

6) Marquart, Stгeifziige, 24. Не assuшed that their base was in Sраіл, ibid" 350. 
7) Schipper, Anfii11ge, 18. 
8) Schipper, НеішІееhг, 141. 
9) Guttmann, MGWJ, р (1907), 264, n. 1. 
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Orient in ancient cimes from the Rhone river, and were supposedly 
called (па11Іаt) Rhodanici, from wЬich rahdliniya or whatever other variants 
of this name, as found in the manuscripts 10). 

De Goeje objected to this view, in 1908, showing the impossibility of 
the shift о > а (Rhodanus > Radhan ), and maintaining the Persian 
origin of the word. Не accepted, however, that the Radharuya came 
from Southern France and from Spain 11). Тhat they were from the 
West was also accepted Ьу Aronius, following Heyd 12). 

There were two scholars, as far as І could find, who tried to return the 
Radhaniya to the Orient, specifically to Rayy (Rhages) in Media, which 
was an important commercial center. Indeed Ibn al-Faqih (see below) 
includes his paraphrase of the f ragment under discussion in his descrip­
tion ofRayy. The two scholars were Jacobs (1919) aod Katz (1937); the 
latter, however, expressed doubts and added tl1at the chain of J ewish 
settlements between Spain and China would have enabled J ews from 
Western Europe as well to undertake such travels 13). The etymology 
Rayy-Radhaniya in itself is impossible, since а man from Rayy would Ье 
called al-Razї 14). 

Fischel touched briefly upon this topic (1937), only to state that \Ve 
have not enough source material to enable us to know whether therc 
was any connection between the forerunners of the famous Baghdadi 
Jewish bankers of the tenth century, and "these Jewish merchants of the 
ninth century coming from the West" 15) . 

The topic reappeared in scholarly discussion in І 944, when Rabino­
witz published а paper contending that the description of the Radhanites 

10) Simonsen, RE], 54 (1907), 141. The sa.me opinion is hcld a1so Ьу Dinur, Isr. іп 
Jhe Dia1p., І (1 ), 366. Cf. the bibliography on the nauJae Rhodanici given Ьу J<mjeto­
wicz, Fo/. Or., 11 (1970), 166, n. 10. 

І 1) De Goeje, ОриsсиІа, IV, 6 ff. 
12) Aronius, Regeiten, no. 1 І 3, р. s о. 
13) Sce Jacobs, Jew. ConJr., 196 f.; Katz.,]ews, 134 f., who also has det9.ils on the 

use made of ІЬn Khurdadhbe's fra.gment in support of some hypotheses concerning 
economic relations berwcen the Franks and the Orient. Starr,]. іп Jhe Byz. Етр., 33, 
a1so thought (1939), that they "werc apparently Orienta]s" , without giving his 
reasons. 

14) So a.lso Kmjetowicz, Fol. Or., 11 (1970), 167. 
1 s) Fischel, Jews, ; 1 f. , n. 4. 
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should Ье considered an authentic description of one segment of the 
system of international economic relations of that period, giving an 
accurate picture of the role played Ьу the J ews and their position in 
economic life. While accepting the famous Persian etymology of their 
name, he suggested that they were in fact an association of merchants, of 
various origins; this should give us the key to their polyglottism and the 
extreme ramification of their routes 18). Ніs book, published three 
years later, includes an exhauscive discussion of different aspects of 
Ibn Khurdadhbe's descripcion as compared with other percinent 
information found in both European and J ewish sources. Не replied 
in the affirmacive to the question of whether it was at all possible that 
Jews travelled unhindered such enormous distances, from Christian to 
Muslim lands and back, pointing out that such activity had subsisted 
for many generations; even in the times of the Crusaders when there 
was such а deterioration in the relations between these two pans of the 
world, Jews kept travelling from the one to the other 17). 

In his х95 І review of Rabinowitz's book, Cl. Cahen criticized it for 
the scarcity of the parallels provided in reference to the economic 
activities of Oriental Jews; still, he did not contradict the view that the 
Radhanites belonged to the W est, while expressing his preference f or 
the Persian etymology of their name 18). Thirteen years later, іп 1964 19), 

Cahen stressed the fact that Oriental people were not active in Western 
Europe, whereas it is Jews from the West who maintained economic 
connections between the Muslim and the Christian are~s. Muslim rulers, 
he said, were not too much interested in commerce with the W est, and 
the Fa timids) for instance, very much like the Byzantines) preferred to 
have people from the West come and trade with them) not vice versa. 

That same yecir, І 964, Cahen published another article, expressing 
far-reaching doubts concerning the trustworthiness of various details in 

16) Rabino\vitz,/QR NS, 3 5 (1944-45), 253 f.; 178 f. 
І 7) Rabinowitz, Jew. Merch., 93-1 J t. Follo\vjog Rabioowitz, Goitein, ] ews and 

A rabs, 107, assumes that the headquarcers of the Radha.n..itcs were in Christian 
Europe. 

І 8) Cahen, RH, 105 (1951), 119. 
19) Cahen, SеІІішапе, 12 (1964), 413 .ff. 



 

М. GIL 

Ibn Khurdadhbe's account, and pointing out difficulties in regard to 
some stations on the routes of these merchants, among them Farama 
(ancient Pelusium), described as а main transit point from the Mediter­
ranean to Qulzum, whereas it is not confirmed that it still served as port 
under the :iY[uslims 20). In а more specific and precise manner, Cahen 
lastly formulated five questions concerning the Radhan.ites, referring to 
(1) the nature of these merchants, whether they were one body, or 
seve.ral groups, according to the languages and fragments of routes; 
(2) the fact that ІЬn Khurdadhbe describes the routes as being "of 
J ewish merchants" whereas they were used Ьу anybody; (3) the fact 
that the name Radhanites is not 1nencioned in any other source; (4) the 
lack of any parallel evidence in western sources, Jewish or non-Jewish; 
(5) the lack of knowledge of the Far East in that period in Europe, 
where these merchants lived 21). І hope that, at least partly, some of 
these questions will Ье answered Ьу the present study, either directly or 
i11directly . 

.Acceptance of the view that Ibn Кhurdadhbe considered the Jews 
European merchants par excellence is also to Ье found in an arcicle of 
С. Roth, published in 1966 22). 

1\'[. Lombard, in his posthumous book, published і11 1971, still 
considers the Radhanites to have been based in various cities of the 
region Meuse-Saone-Rhone. Не also prefers to understand this name as 
connected with the Rhone river 23) . 

These last years, two hypotheses have been proferred to explain who 
the Radhanites \vere and what their name meant. Unfortunately, 

20) Cahen, RE], 123 (1964), 499. Cf. Goitein, Tarbiz , 36 (1966-67), 366. Scepticism 
concerning the impact of ІЬn Khurdadhbe's account on hypothcses concerning the 
role of the Jews 1n medieval internationa.1 tradc, \Vas expressed earlier, in 1960, Ьу 
Вlumenkranz,Jиif.r еі Chretiens, J 3 f. That Far~ma '\\таs still active under the Musliщs 
has been shown Ьу Ashtor,]ESHO, 13(1970), І83 f. and Jacobi, Der !1/ап1, 47 (1971), 
25 6 f. 

z.1) Cahen, Der ІsІаш, 48 (1971), 333. І am grateful to Prof. Blumenkranz, for 
calling my attention to this paper. 
н) Roth, Dark Age.r, z.~. 
z.;) .L' І.rІаш, z.90 ff. ~ see also the map, no. 2.4, after р. z. 1 3. Unfortunately, his often 

quoted "route de la mente" (L' Arl шоsщ1, r95 9), has not Ьееn available to rne. 
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neither of these seems to Ье very well founded. Тhе fust is that of 
Kmietowicz, who in а 1970 article suggested that the term Radharuya 
comes from veredarii, і.е. couriers. Since these merchants, he says, 
sometimes served also as diplomatical messengers (like the famous 
Isaac of the time of Harйn al-Rasrud) or translators, this designation 
was applied to them. The term veredarius itself comes from raeda (rheda ), 
а four-wheeled carriage used in ~ul Ьу the imperial mail service; and 
veredus, а post-horse. Thus the development of the term was veredarii 
> rёdarii > redhtinї[1·a] 24 ). 

Jacobi tries to prove, in an 1971 artlcle, that the term should Ье under­
stood as meaning 'spies', working for the <Abbasid secret service. 
Ibn Khurdadbhe was himself, as is well known, fti.hib al-barid wa' 1-
khabar, і.е., the man in charge of the mail and of that service 26). 

То sum up briefl.y this review of the research done in the course of 
more than а century Ьу so many prominent and devoted scholars, almost 
all scholars (with the exception of Barbier de Meynard) turned their 
backs on Radhan. Except f or the Rayy hypothesis, the generally 
accepted view has been that these merchants belonged to Western 
Europe. The main reasons for taking this view were а) the Ibn al-Faqih 
version which had Rahdamya instead of Radharuya ; Ь) considerations 
concerrung the socio-economical structure of Oriental J ewry (Schipper); 
с) the fact that Ibn Khurdadhbe's starting point in the description of the 
routes was France (Simonsen and others). 

As will Ье seen further, the present study shows, І believe, that these 
merchants were exactly what Ibn Khurdadhbe called them, і.е. Radha­
nites, and that Ibn Кhurdadhbe's account is altogether а very trustworthy 
one. We will have to consider the following points: The relative Yalue 
of the sources; the point of departure and other details of the routes; 
the meaning of Firanja; details in the description of the wares; the land 
of the Radhanites, і.е. Radhan. 

2.4) КлUetowkz, Fol. Or., 11 (1970), 169 f. 
25) Jacobi,Der lslam, 47 (1971), 161. 
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The reJative vаІш oj the so/lf'ces. Тhе text of Ibn al-Faqih 1•) is clearly of 
minor importance. Whereas his book itself was written around 900, і.е. 
some two generations later than that of Ibn Khuidadhbe, what we have 
at our disposal is in fact its abridged version, as written Ьу <Ali Ь. Ja<faI 

al-Shayzari in А.Н. 413 ( = 1022) 27), і.е. almost 200 years later tl1an 
Ibn Khurdadhbe's book. However, the possibility that ІЬn al-Faqih did 
not take his version from Ibn Khшdadhbe, should not Ье excluded; 
he rnight have transcribed and possibly epitomized, the same, apparently 
Syriac souice used Ьу his predecessor. 

This presumption rests upon the word which is the very crux of the 
description, Radhaniya. However different this name is in Thn al-Faqїh, 
it is still Rahdaniya, і.е. it has the same pattern as Radhaniya; it is not 
Rahadina, as is the plural of rahdtin ("cloth merchant"). Thus the only 
difference is the inserted h; and there is the version rahdaniya also (і.е. 
without the mater lectionis after the r). This is in all probability based on 
Syriac rhadhan. lt is only natural that а Syriac text should have this 
varjant of radhan. Тhе Syriac usage, especially іп proper nouns, was to 
write а h after а г, as Rhiimi for Rumi. The Greek spiritus asper lies 
behind this usage; Aramaic also has а well known preference for the 
insertion of а h into other forms too, such as bhs f or Ь) s; h! t> for > /d. Th1ere 
is also the instance of rht (to run) 28). It is only to Ье expected, then, that 
а Syriac scribe sometimes wrote rhadhan instead of radha11. 

Ibn Кhurdadbhe states that these merchants carried their goods from 
the Maghrib, і.е. Muslim Spain, and visited F irar!}a on their way. Not so 
in Ibn al-Faqih's epitomizer, who makes Fjranja the source of those 
goods. The latter also sk.ips many details in the description of the 
routes. Не never mentions, for instance, al-bapr аІ gharbi, the Mediterra­
nean; he skips the Arabian Peninsula, Constantinople, 'Uman, Sind­
Нind, Sйs al-aq~a, Tanja, Ifriqiya, Мі~r, Ramla, Damascus, Kiifa, Ba~ra, 
Ahwaz, Fars, Кirman, the lands of the Slavons, Balkh, and Transoxiana. 

z6) See ІЬn al-Faqjh's version in ВСА V, z70. On Ibn al-Faqih aJ-Hamadani see 
the article of Н. Masse in Епс. о/ /s/.2, III, 761 f. ~ Ashtot, RSI, 81 (1969), 460 f. 

z7) Cf. De Goeje in ВСА V, рр. VI ff. and 3 30, not·e k. 
18) Cf. Noldeke, Sуг. Gг., 2.6; Duval, Traili, 37. 
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Не does not mention the deta.ils concerning the land of the Khazars, 
which Ibn Khurdadhbe does, nor those concerning the Caspian Sea 
("sea of Jurjan''); of the six languages spoken Ьу these merchants he 
leaves out Anda.lusian and Slavonic, while changing the order of the 
other ones; he a.lso fails to mention several of the trade goods, e.g. slaves, 
etc. The inferiority of Ibn al-Faqih's text is shown Ьу the following 
table: 

ІЬп Khиrdadhbt ІЬп al-Faqih 

1. Designation Тhе J ewish merchants al- Тhе Jewish merchants al-Rah-
Radharuya daniya (variant: Rahdan1ya) 

2.. Languages Arabic, Persian, Rum.iya, Persian, Rumiya, Arabic, 
Ifranjiya, Andalusian, Ifraajiya 
Slavonic 

3. Source of Maghrib Firanja 
western wares 

4. Routes: 
а) Maghrib-Firanja-western sea- Firanja-Parama-Qulzum-the 

Farama-caravans to Qulzum sea-China 
( 2. ~ faпalehs )-eastern sea-J ar-
jjdda-Sind-Hind-Chjna 

Ь) (Maghrib )-Firanja-westerл Farama-Ancioch-Baghdad-
sea-Antioch-J аЬіуа(?)- Ubulla 
Euphrates-Baghdad-Tigris-
Ubulla-(Uman-Sind-Нind-
China 

с) Andalus or Firanja-Sus al-
aq~a-'f anja-Ifrїqiya-Mi~r-
Ramla-Damascus-KQfa-
Baghdad-Ba~ra-Ah\vaz-Fars-
Кirman-Sind-Hjnd-China 

d) Hinterland of Byzantium- Armenia, Adharbayj an, 
la.nd of the Slavons-sea of Khurasan, land of the Кhazars, 
J urj an-Balkh-T ransox.iana- and Jurjan are mentioned 
Wurut-Tugbuz Ghuzz before the fragment 

е) Farama-Constantinople 
f) Farama-Firanja 

5. Wares carried S)aves (men, women, Brocade. khazz 
from the children), brocade, hides of 
Maghrib 
(І. Kh.) or from 

khazz, furs, sammiir, swords 

Firanja (I.F.) 
6. Wares carried Musk, 'йd, camphor, Cinnamon and ot.her, undefined 

from Ch.ina cinnamon goods 
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Details of Іhе roules 2~). Contrarily to what was believed, and found in 
all translations of Ibn Кhurdadhbe's fragment except Serjeant's 30), the 
text, as printed Ьу De Goeje, puts the east first, not the west 31) . lbn 
Khurdadhbe did not record a.ny details on goods that were perhaps 
carried from the Eastern Caliphate outside, to the West. This is only 
natural, since both his and his readers' interest lay in what came from а 
far country. It was the Radhanite Jewish merchants who brought those 
exquisite rarities both from the West and from China. Тhеу sold them 
not only within the territory of the Ca1iphate, but also in the Byzantine 
lands a.nd Firanja. 

The mention of jar and Jidda, і.е. respectively the ports which 
connected ~Лedina and Месса with the outside world, shows tЬat J ews 
VJ·ere allowed to enter Щjaz, which cumar ь. al-Кhattab expelled them 
from some 200 years earlier, following the \vill of the Prophet. There 
are mentions of Jews in Wadi>l-Qura in the eleventh centш:y 32). This 
detail in Ibn Khurdadhbe confirms the tradition mentioned Ьу Malik Ь . 

Anas, that <Umar gave Jews, Christians, and Majus permission to stay 
in Medina three days in order to get supplies 33) . It also supports the 

z.9) The rest of rhis paper wШ include mainly remarks not found in earlier studies. 
All works on the Radhanites mentioned above contain valuable explanations on 
differe.at points of ІЬn Khurdadhbe's account. То these should Ье added Lewiclci, 
ZrOdla, 119-15 z.. Concerning the region of the Caspian Sea and the lands of the 
Khazars, cf. Lopei-Raymond, 33, n. 77; Marquart, Streifziige, 80; Poliak, Kazar!J'a, 
68 f. 

30) See .о. 1 above. 
31) Тhе MS. used Ьу De Goeje for his edition of Ibn Khurdadhbe's work is .now 

at the Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, and is catalogued Mixt. 783. Cf. Н. Loebenstein, 
Katalog der arabi!chen Handschriften der Osterr. Nationalbibliothek, І, (Vienna 1970), 
no. 2403. І a.m most grateful to Dr. Helene Loebenstein, director of the papyri 
collection at the Nationalbibliothek, Vierшa, for sending me information on this 
point, and providi.ng me with а photostat of fol. 6411 of the MS., where one can see 
that east comes before west, as transcribed Ьу De Goeje. 

32) Cf. queries they sent in around 1000, Ginzberg, Geonica, ІІ, 54, 61. See TS 13 J 
16, f. 14, 1. io, ed. Manл,Jew.r, ІІ, 129 ff" which mentions а certain Isaac from Wadї'l­
Qura, d\\relling in <Ammin. Cf. ibid., І, ІІ8 and Mann,JQR 1VS, 7 (1916-17), 489. 
As appears from some Muslirn sou.rces, Jews from WadPl-Qura were not expelled, 
since it was considered part of Palestine (al-Sham), cf. Waqidi, 711; Samhudi, ll, 388 f. 
Н) Milik, Mиwalfa>, no. 873, р. 3 ІІ f. 
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story that Mu~<ab Ь. al-Zubayr toured Medina together with the son of 
the exilarch (ra) s al-jalйt; са. 690) 8•). 

ИЬиІІа is most probably identical with Hiivlat, mentioned in Gaonic 
responsa 36). lt stood not far from Ba~ra, where the Ubulla canal reached 
the Tigris, n~r its mouth 36). The canal still served as an important 
water-way during the first half of the tenth century 3'). An interesting 
parallel to what is said in Ibn Khurdadhbe is found in Ya<qubi, who 
reported that ships called khay!iya constructed at Ubulla, called at 
(Sijil-) Masa in the region of Siis al-aq~a, whence they travelled further, 
to China 38). 

Тhе route through the land of the Berbers (see route с in the table 
above) presents some especially interesting points. The fact that Ibn 
Khurdadhbe's description of it begins from Andalus shows that it is that 
country which was the main descination of the merchants. It is also from 
here that one can infer the identity between Maghrib and Andalus, і.е. 
~1Iuslim Spain, since in tl1e previous paragraphs we are told that they 
went to the 11aghrib and got their wares there. From Andalus they 
passed on to Sus al-aq~a, whereas some of them, who had made а detour 
to Firanja (probably Italy, as will Ье shown below), arrived directly Ьу 
sea in Siis al-aq~a from that country. That region of Southern Morocco 
was considered aq[ti, і .е. distant; а Gaonic responsum says, referring 
to "the land of the Berbers", that "it is а distant place and the caravans 
are infrequent'' 39). The travels of the Radhanites to that region were 

34) Samhiidi, ІІ, 7 2. 

3 5) See the unidentified MS. f-rom the Taylor-Schechter collection ed. Ьу Ginzberg, 
Geonica, П, 112 f., 11. i4, J 5, 21, 23. See also Mann,]QR NS, 7 (1916-17), 470; Ober­
meyer, Landschaft, 267. 

36) И St:ra.nge, Land1, 44. 
37) Tanukhi, Nishwar, І, 215. 

38) Al-Ya<qubi, BGA VII, 360. On the khayJ[)ia ships, so called prob~bly because 
ropes and wires ~rere used in their construcion, cf. D e Goeje, BGA, VПІ, р. ХХ; 
al-Azdї, 107, 1. 17. and the note ofMez, ibid., р. LХІП; Кindermann, 26. For mentions 
of kht1)•/iya ships in Geniza documents, see Goitein, Med. Soc., І, 195 f., and 474, n. 8, 
where additional references are also listed. According to G oitein, ibid., the right 
pronunciation was khi!!J•a. 

39) Cf. OІzar Hageonim, to Ytvamot, 34. 
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apparently related to furs (see further, on khazz siisi) and clothes •0). 

Ibn J:lawqal tells us that in Siis al-aq~a there was а colony of "people 
from Iraq, and merchants from B~ra, Kufa, and Baghdadians"; he 
further describes the frequency of their caravans and thejr immense 
profits 41). 

lfriqiyti of our fragment is sometimes explained as Qayrawan. In fact, 
it had many meanings. А Gaonic responsum speaks about "Qayrawan 
whkh is in the land of Ifriqiya" 42). А Christian source mentions 
"Ifriqiya which is in the five cities" (і.е. Pentapolis, Libya) 43). 

The meaning of Firanja. Тhere is no certa.inty that this "land of the 
Franks" in Ibn Khurdadhbe necessarily meant France. It rather seems 
to have meant primarily that part of Italy \\rhich was under Frankish 
n1le. We learn from an Arabic souce that in those days Bertha, the daugh­
ter of Lothar "queen of Ifran.Ja", sent the caliph al-Muktafi (902-908), 
in А.Н. 293 ( = 906), inter аІіа, swords, 20 Slavonic slaves and 2.О 

Slavonic slave-girls, etc. (Bertha was then the wife of Adalbert, ruler of 
the mark of Toscana) 44). Ibn al-Nadim (1oth century), who also cites 
the story of the relations between Bertha, queen of Firan.Ja and al­
lVfuktafi, tells that he himself saw the Frankish swords (al-firan.Jiya) 
which had inscriptions on them і11 the writing of Firanja (Ьу which 

40) Cf. al-Idrisi, 62, on the cloth industrjes of Sus-al-aq~a, rhat have ло equal іл 

the entire \vorld. 
41 ) Ibn I:JawqaJ, BGA , П, 61. lt may Ье assumed rhat this description, which is 

from &а. 95 о, also refers to J e\\•ish merchants ; Arabic aurhors somecimes skipped this 
detail, as for instance Maqrizi, in Khi/a/, І, .z. J 3, \vho om.its thc word ol-.J·ohiid when 
quoting lbn Khurdadhbe's account of the Radhanites. Canard, in He.spiri.r, 39 ( 1952), 
297, notc, suggcsts that some of the Isma сш in.flucnce in North Mrica might havc 
stemmcd from these economic relations between Southern Iraq and Sijilmasa. 

42) Otzar Hageonim, to Ketubbol, 16z. 
43) Sy nax.jacob., 43. 
44) Ibn al-Zubayr, Dhakha)ir, 48 f. Cf. Lе\'Ї della Vida's article in RSI, 66 (19 54), 

\vhich deaJs with these connectioлs, based on Arabic sources published Ьу М:. Hami­
dullah. ТЬе widow o f Тheobald, count of Arles, Bertha, married AdaJbert ("the 
Rich") &а. 895 , and remained ruler of Toscana from his death (915) to her О\VЛ (8 
March 92 5) ; cf. Mor, і' E ta, І, 47, 57, 73, 82, 90 n. 17. 
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Latin letters are meant) 45). Al-I~takhri says that Sicily is so near t() 
Ijran.Ja that the latter can Ье seen from it •1). 

Delails іп Іhе descriptian of Іhе lrade goods. Gaonic literature contains 
sufficient information about trade in slaves •1 ), as well as in articles of 
clothing, aromatic substances, etc., to contradict Schipper's view of the 
minor role played Ьу Oriental Jews in international trade. Jewish 
magnates in tenth century Baghdad, Hke the sons of Ne!ira and others, 
could certainly not have been а sudden development. There must have 
been а continuous tradition of such families, or groups. The story of 
Nathan ha-Bavli and other scattered information, indicate the existence 
of such а class and the growing importance of its position, both social 
and financia]. Families and individuals such as Menashё lbn al-Qa.izaz 
("the silk merchantн), Ya<qiib Ь. Killis, the Tustari brothers, etc., 
whom we know from а later period, thanks to Arabic sources and to the 
Geniza documents, also seem to belong to this class of J ewish great 
merchants and financial experts •в). 

4 5) lbn al-Nadim, Fihri11, 1, zo. 
46) AI-l~takh.ri, BGA, І, 70. І cannot understand how Jacobi inferred from this 

passage rhat Firanja meant Southern France, cf. Der !1/ат, 47 (1971), z56. Тhе Infor­
rnation about Sicily being near to Ifranja is repeated in brief also Ьу Thn f:lawqal, 
BGA, П, zo3. 

47) See Assaf's article in Zion, 4:91, 1939-40, reprinted in Btoholei Ya«akov. 113-156. 
Оп the trade with slaves as one of the important aspects of economic reJations 
between Islamic lands and Europe, see Caben, SeІJimane, а (1964), 4а ff. ; Ashtor, 
JESHO, r3 (1970), 175-180. See the section on slaves in Goitein) 1"1ed. S«., І, 130-147. 
See the discussion on the role of the Jewish merchants in the castration of slave.s, 
folJowing rcports in lbn J:Iawqal) BGA, П, І 10, and Muqaddasi. BGA, Ш, ц~. Тhе 
cliscussion starts with Dozy, Hisloire, Ц 154, who іо addition to the two Arabic 
sources, related the Je\.\'S also to а fragment іп Liudprandus, bishop of Cremona 
(Antapodosis, Моп. Germ. Hisl., Scriptorn, Ш, 3 z8) which mentions the great profits 
of the V erdиnen1u mercaJores from trade in castrated slaves (while explaining that the 
Greeks call such а castrated youngster carzimanum); but this latter source does not 
mention Jews at all. а. Baroo, SRHJ, IV. 334, л. 54. See also Uvi-Proven~, 
Е1р. т111" ІІ, 1 z4 f" Rotb. Dark Ages, 17 ff. and the bibliographical notes, ibid., 386, 
nn. 14-zo. І do not see any specific reason to doubt tbe information of the above 
mentioned Musl.im sources. What is important for our topic is the unanimity of all 
sources in pointing out Mus1im Spain as the main base of this trade, which is com­
pletely in accordance with Ibn Khurdadhbe's account. 

48) See the extensive mate.rial from Geniza sources оп comrnerce and finance. as 
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J ewish trade in textiles, hides, and furs, is echoed in Gaonic sources. 
Trade in clothes made of the "wool of rabbits" (arnavim) is mentioned 
in а responsum of Na~riinay Gaon (Ь. Нillay, 847-855). Such wool is 
gi ven there as an example of luxury merchandise which has no fixed 
p.rice. It is this cloth which is called khazz, in Ibn Khurdadhbe ' 9 ) . We 
have seen that this item might have been one of the purposes of the 
long journey to Siis al-aq~a. 
Тhе caliph al-Ma)miin sent khazz siisi to нthe king of India" 60). 

100 scarfs (mifraf) of khazz are mentioned as а gift in А.Н. 3 5 8 ( = 
969) 61

). Kbazz was probably carried from Slavonic lands too, as shown 
Ьу khazz faqlabi 11). Gilded khazz garments were brought from Muslim 
Spain 63). When the vizier АЬіі Ja<far Mul)ammad Ь. al-Qasim al-Karkhi 
was deposed, on 8 Shawwal 324 (29 Aug. 936), he was found to have 324 

loads of khazz, whose markings showed that rhey had been kept f or 
40 years ''). 

Sammtїr is translated as marten, or sable, and identified as M11stella 
Zibelina. Hats (qalanis) of sammiir were sent to the caliph al-Mu<taQid 
(892-902) in А.Н. 280 ( = 893) Ьу Isma(il Ь. Al)mad al-Samani, the 

described in Goitein, Med. Stu., І, сЬ. Ш. Among the goods traded Ьу оае of the 
important Jewish merchants of the first half of the 11 th centucy we find silk, different 
fabrics a.nd clothes, cinn.amon, aloe, camphor, musk, hides, furs (ibid.. J 54) а.11 of 
which occur in ІЬn Khurdidhbe's description, too. 

49) ljeл11Jagen" по. 81, р. 16а. Though arnavim is apparently used to mean khazz in 
this responsum, а ShИte tradition stipulates that а person is allowed to pray whiJe 
dressed in clothes of khazz, provided it is pure and not mixed with ara11ib (rabbits). 
See Ibn Babawayh (d. 991), 357. 

50) lbn al-Zubayr, Dhafeha>ir, 17. 
р) lbid., 66. 
р) lbid., 74. 
5 3) lbid" 75, 81. 
5 4) l bid., 189. In а later period khazz became а syoonym of ibrisam and l;arir, і.е. 

silk ( also qazz); cf. al-Suyи р ( Dнrr ), and ІЬn al-Athir, Niha;ra, І, 19 z. The latter noces 
that previously this designation used to Ье applied to cloth made from а mixture of 
wool and silk. Тhе нwool of rabbits" (arnavim) meotioned in the responsum of 
Natrunay Gaon quoted above suggests that perhaps the khazz of Ibn Khurdadhbe 
was used to make this m.ixed fabric. See also Levi ProvenyaJ, Esp. тиs" ПІ, 3 і о, n. 3 · 
r 5 оо garments made of different kinds of colored khazz maghribi are mentioned in the 
Dhak!Ja>ir oflЬn Zubayr, 69. 
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ruler of Tra.nsoxiana 16). Тhis lcind of fur was also used for the lining of 
garments 61) and shoes, especially the kind of Persian shoes known as 
khuff (khif tif) 67). 

А hint of the relations of the Radhanites with China is perhaps 
preserved in the business letter of а J ewish merchant, written in Persian, 
around A.D. 718, which was discovered in the border area of Western 
China, in the ruins of Khiitan 58). The aromatic substances brought 
from China were quite famous. When the caliph al-Ma'miin wanted to 
find out which goods were the most highly prized in Byzantium, so that 
he could send them as gift to its k.ing, he was told misk and sammiir. Не 
irnmediately ordered 200 ratJs of misk and 200 hides of sammiir to Ье 
prepared 68). 800 manns of "green odoriferous wood" (a/-<ud al-ak)нjar), 
420 manns of misk and rnore than 60 manns of camphor were found 
among the treasw:es of the vizier Ibn al-Furat at his first deposition, in 
А.Н. 299 (911-912) 80). А Gaonic responsum says that China was the 

5 5) ІЬn Zubayr, Dhakha'ir, 41. On trade in furs, cf. Ashtor,JESHO, 13 (1970), 
189 ff. On tаттйr, see Serjeant, Isl. Text., ch. 14, Art lsl., 15-16 (1968); according 
to al-Ja~~. If.a.J'awan, V, 483 f., both khazz (khuza!() and sammйr belong to the catego­
ry of aлjmals whose hides supply bair for production of clothing. See the editor's 
note 5, ibid.; Jammiir, says al-Damiri, I:{ayat al-l;oyawan. Ц 30, is exquisite both in 
quality and colors; kings and men of mark use it for their robes. See also a1-Mustawfi 
al-Qazwini, Nuzhal аі-qиІйЬ, 2 5 f. of the Arabic text, who says that 1ат111йr fur is the 
most expensive. 

56) 4000 robes (jиЬЬа) made of khazz Іілеd with 1аттйr were found among the 
treasures of Haruл al-Rashid, cf. lbn Zubayr, Dha/eha)ir, 214. 

5 7) This is what is callcd паса] sindi in а Gaonic responsшn, where the word 
SWL YYS is explained (В.Т., Qiddiishin, 14Ь), cf. Otzar Hageonim, Qidduthin, 106. 
The treasures of Harun al-Rashїd noted above included also 4000 pairs khifaf, mostly 
lined with sammйr, lbn al-Zubayr, DhakhiPir, 118. See on khuff also al-Ja~~' Bayan, 
ІІІ, 71 f.; Dozy, Vetemen/J, 1s5-159; Canard, Translation of аІ-$ііІі, 163, n. 6. 

58) See Margoliouth, JRAS, 1903, 735; see also В. Utas, Orientalia Sииапа, 17 
(1968), and the bibliography given Ьу h.im on рр. н3 f.; cf. Fischel, Hisl. ]щі., 7 
(194~). 48. Since Fischel considered the Radhanites to Ье Europeans, he quoted trus 
letter as parallel to Ibn Khurdadhbe's account without assuming the possibility of а 
direct conлection betwecn the Persian speaking R adhinites and this letter. 

~9) Ibn al-Zubayr, Dhafeha>iг, 18. 
60) І Мапп = 1 ra/ls, cf. Hinz, Mas1e, 16; see the story in ІЬо Zubayr, Dhaleha'ir, 

Н r . On camphor and its uses, cf. al-Qaz\vini, tAja>ib, П, 16. Cf. Rabinowitz, Jew. 
Merch., 70 f. See the discussion on some of these \vares in Heyd. Commerce, 11, s 6 3 f.; 
581-585 (<iid); 590-595 (kиftir, dar1in); 636-640 (misk). 
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place spices like ginger (zangbi/a) and cinnamon (doriin) were brought 
from 61) . 

We thus see that Ibn Khurdadbhe gave us an account of commercial 
routes that were famous in his days, though he possibly copied it from а 
slightly earlier source 62). It was only natural for him to tell his readers 
along which routes those generally coveted rare luxury goods were 
carried; but, as already shown above, his point of departure was the 
Eastern Caliphate. It is Jews living in this part of the world who were the 
carriers of those goods. Many details in his account are attested also Ьу 
parallel sources, some of which have been quoted above. The role of the 
Jews is proveri. both Ьу parallel Gaonic sources and Ьу the existence of 
well known families and groups of ] ewish traders and financiers in 
later generations, as attested Ьу the Geniza material and some Muslim 
sources. 

ТЬе land of Іhе Rtidhtinites, і.е. Rtidhan. We ha\re already seen that in all 
probability Radhan and Rahdan are only variant spellings of а geo­
graphical name. The fact that the plain possibility that these merchant5 

belonged to Radhan was neglected is due in part to the way some later 
:м:uslim sou_rces describe this place. Thus al-Bakri ( d. 1094) describe5 

Radhan as one of the villages in the Sawaa (і .е., the southern part of 
Iraq) 63). This is what he understood Ьу the concept of "the smvtid of 
Baghdad", і.е. the region of Baghdad. As will Ье shown further, Radhan 
was the ancient name of that region 64 ) . lbn al-Atrur even says that 
Radhan is а village in Baghdadl So also al-Suyu ~і 65). Steinschneider 
agreed with these views and considered Radhan а village in the Sawad, 

61) See Assaf, Rnp., 160 (referriлg to zangbilii and dar;ina meлtioned in В. Т., 
Shabbiil, 65а). Тhе fact that the items listed in Ibn Khшdadhbe's account were the 
most expensive and desirable is stressed aJso Ьу Ashtor,JESHO, 13 (1970), 187 f. 

61) Goitein,Jews and AraЬs, 107, considers tl1e activities of the Radhanites to Ье а 
continuation of pre-Islamic Jewish trade. 

63) Al-Bakri, Mutja111, І, 616. 
64) Sawad also means "region" or " district", as іл Jau1iid Baghdad, often used Ьу 

Yaqut and others. Cf. Le Strange, Lands, 24> л. 1. This is different from Sa"J.•ad used 
\\' ithout any spccification which refers to Southcrn Iraq. 

6 5) ІЬn al-Athir, J"ubab, І, 449; al-Suyuii, /;11ЬЬ, 1 1 2 . 
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і.е. "the cultivated part of Mesopotamia" 66). Yaqiit (d. 1229), who had 
better sources, described the lower Radhan (al-asfal) and the upper one 
(а/-ас ki), as two districts in the Sa wad of Baghdad, which include many 
villages 87). 

If we now turn to Syriac sources, and to Christian Arabic ones, we 
\vill find that Radhan is the name of а whole region. The Nestorian 
Mari Ь. Sulayman mentions а bishop of Radhan, listed together with the 
bishops (mifrans) of J undisabur and Karkh 88). Elsewhere he cites the 
tradition about Mar Mari al-Sali~ ("the apostle"), one of the 70 mes­
sengers (mursalйn), who was а Jew Ьу birth (end of the first century) and 
converted to Christianity many people in Babylon, Ahwaz and other dis­
tricts of the Tigris, Fars and Kashkar, and the people of the two Radhans 
(al-radhanayn). А certain Helqana built 300 churches and cloisters in the 
Radhans 69

) . А parallel Syriac tradition narrates the arrival of Adday 
and Mari, the holy apostles, to нour district"; when they arrived to 
Karkh, they met а man named Joseph, who was baptized, and it is he 
who built the church known as dirti de-bithyosif 7°). Jews in the region of 
the Radhans are mentioned as destroyers of the well built Ьу one of the 
apostles, Sava 71

). The Persian governor (marzuban) of the land of the 
Naba! (і.е. Вёt Aramayi) had his seat in the region of Radhan 72). Тhе 

Syriac spelling of the лаmе is Radhan, and sometimes Radhan 78). 
In ~{uslim tradition too the name Radhan (mostly in the plural, 

Radhanat, or dual, Radhanan) was used as the name of а region, during 
the first three centuries of Islam. Baladhuri mentions that Sa<d Ь. al­
Waqqa~ dispatched the army eastwards to conquer Daquqa and Khani-

66) Steinschneider,Jиchurun, 6 ( 1868). 18 f., n. 1 . 

67) Yaqut, Mu<jam, П, 729. 
68) Mari Ь. Sulayman, .#ajdal, 99. 
69) /bid. , 3. 
70) Hoffmann, Auszuge, 4 5. On the legendary, unhistorical character of these 

tradicions and individuals see Labourt, ChrislianiJfлe, 9 ff. 
71) Hoffmann, ibid" 78. 
7z.) Chr. de Sierl, 61. 
73) See Nбldeke, ZDMG, 33 (1879), 325, n. 1. Cf. the letter of Timotheos (the 
estorian Catholicos, са. 800), ed. Braun, Or. Chrisl" 1 (1910), 310, ll. r, z., where 

both Radhan алd Radhan are used. 
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jar ( = Kharuqin), through the Radhanat 1•). А look at the map would 
show us that the way to Daqiiqa and Khaniqin is through the region 
Mada)in-Nahrwan-Daskara-<Ukbara 76). 

Tabari, while speaking about the events of the year 66 ( = 68 5 ), 
mentions Radhanat as the region crossed on the way to that of Maw~il 76). 

Al-Radhan also appears as an administrative unit. The man in charge 
of it was reported to have embezzled funds in 2.51 (= 865) 77). (Ali Ь. 
Mu}:lammad Ь. Abї>I-Shawarib was appointed cadi, in 284 ( = 897), over 
Baghdad, some other localities, and al-Radhanayn 78 ) . Mu>nis appointed 
АЬіі Нїjа govemor, inter alia, of Buzurj Sabur ( = <Ukbara), the 
Radhanayn, Daqiiqa and Khanijar, in 317 ( = 929) 79). Ibn al-Athir 
counts al-Radhanat among the provinces (а<таІ) of the Khurasan road, 
in that same year. Не mentions the appointment of а governor over it іл 
3 30 ( = 941) 80) Al-Akh~al rejoices over the sufferings of the clans of 
Qays "betweeл Radhan and al-I:Iac;lr" 81) . The latter is Roman Hatra, on 
the river Tharthar, near Maw~il 82). А poem Ьу the same poet praises 
the fertility and wealth of Radhan 83), where he himself stayed when he 
wrote it 84). The great fertility of the region is noted also Ьу Ibn Khur­
dadhbe 85). Ibn al-Athir relates that during а period of distress in 495 

74) Balidhuri, FиІИІ;, 2.65. 
7 5) See the тар jn Le Stra.nge, LanJ.r, facing р. 1 5 . 
76) Tabari, Ta)nk.Ь, VI, 40 ( = ІІ, 644 f.). 
77) Ibid., ІХ, i89 (= ш, хи4). 
78) lbid., Х, 51 f. (=ІІІ, i161). 
79) lbn Miskawayh"' Tajiir1Ю, Eclipse, І, 193. 
80) lbn al-Athir, аІ-КатіІ, VIII, 149, i87. 
81) Al-Ak~tal. І 3 5, 11. 6 ff. 
82) а. Le Strange, Lands, 98. 
8 3) 3 ІО, 11. 1 ff. 
84) Baladhuri, A nsiih, V, 3 1 s. 
8 5) lbn Khurdadhbe, ВС А, VI, r 2.. Не mentions that che district (lassiij) of al­

Radhan includcd 19 townships (rasaliq), with ;02 threshing floors (bayadira), pro­
duciog 4800 kиrrs (1 k.11" = са. 3000 kg. of wheat, cf. Hinz, Masse, 43), and paying 
1 i o.ooo waraq dirhems as yearly tax. The date IY<llms of Radhan are famous and 
highly praised, cf. 'fab'<tri, Ta'rikh, VI, 2 53 ( = П, 9 3 5; 11akhl rud/Jan); al-Farazdaq, 
r 80, І . 8 (аІ-Іатага п;іп radban). Radhan evidently became а symbol of the fertile lands 
of the conquered countries. Believers were warned not to covet domains out of 
а desire for wor1dly goods, in words attributed to the Prophet: "What is іл Medina is 
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( = 1102) wheat was bought from Radhan, for 20 dinars а kurr 81). 

ІЬn Khurdadhbe lists the Radhan district together with Buzurj-Sabiir, 
Nahr Buq, Кilwadha, Nahr Bjn, Daskara, the three districts of Nahrwan 
(upper, middle, lower) 87). 

Thus we see that in the ninth century Radhan came to Ье the designa­
tion of а single district, whereas we previously found the term Radhanat 
(plural; probably three-upper, middle, and lower) and Radhanan (dual), 
and in Syriac and Arabic Chriscian sources it had а still broader meaning. 
Like other geographicaJ names, its use varied very much during the 
different periods. It is important therefore to check which other names 
are connected with it. 

Radhan is very much connected with the name Jйkhi. ln а Syriac 
source the two are identical. Radhan-Gбkhay is described as pan of the 
hyparchy of Вёt Aramayё, the other part being Tirhan 88), and had its 
own bishop st). 

Tabarj describes the upper Radhan as being in the land (arr/) of 
J ukha 90). The army moved northwards from Sura, passed through ar(i 

Jiikha, reached al-Radhanat, and turned towards the land of Maw~il 

(66 = 685) 91). Ar(i Jiikha is "(like) one single trench", is how Tabarj 
describes it, to show how irrigated it was 92). 

Yaqut described Jukha as а stream, around which there is а large 

jn Medina and what is in Radhan is in Radhan"; see YaJ:iya Ь. Adam's К. al-kharij. 
76 (no. 154). 

86) lbn al-Athir, аІ-КатіІ, ~ 230. On the fertility of the region, cf. also Le Srrange, 
Landr, 139 f., foUowing al-Mustawfi. 

87) ІЬn Khurdadhbe, ВСА, VI, 11. Cf. Yaqut, M11tjam, IV, 836, who says that 
Nahr Bin (Віl) is а d.istrict in rhe Sawad of Вaghdad, adjacenr ro Nahr Buq. Le 
Strange, JRAS, 1895, 181 understood it vice versa, nameJy that the former was а 
stream irrigating the latter, which was а district. Іп fact one can see in ІЬn Khurdadh­
be that the t\VO applied to both stre1нns and d.istticts. The same name designacing 
both streams and towns, or districts, is very common in the toponymy of th.is region. 

88) Hoffmann, Ausziige, 159. See also Sarre-Herzfe.ld, Reiie, 1, 61 f., n. 4: Jukha 
was one of the districts subject to the Catholicos of Вёt Aramayё. 

89) Hoffmann, ibid., z5 3. 
90) Tabari, Ta'rikh, VI, 2.5 І (= П, 933). а. ІЬn al-Athir, аІ-КатіІ, IV, в+ 
91) Tabari, ibid., VI, 40 (= ІІ, 644); cf. Ibn al-Athir, аІ-КатіІ, IV, t89. in the 

latter the point of departure is Mada'in. 
91) Tabari, Ta'rikh, VI, z5 z ( = ІІ, 933). 
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district (kйra) in the Sawad of Baghdad, between Khaniqin and Khii­
zistan. Не quotes verses pra.ising its agricultural wealth. It was located 
to the west of al-Radhanat ' 3); but according to Tabari, it was south 
of al-Radhanat ' 4); elsewhere he describes J uk.ha as the whole region 
between the Tigris and the Nahrwan canal 95) . Al-I:lajjaj appoints Abu 
I:Iarb Ь. AbPl-Aswad governor of Jukha 98) . That Jiik.ha is the region 
along both sides of the Khurasan road is implied Ьу Tabari, who tells of 
the appointment of а governor "over the Кhurasan road and the ceoter 
(batn) of Jiikha 97

) . 

The region of J iikha is mentioned in а Gaonic responsum; "it is ( the 
name of) а place behind Babylon ( = Baghdad) east of the Tigris behind 
Nahrwanё (apparently plural of Nahrwan, like Arabic Nahrwanat). It is 
called Giinay and the Ismaelites (= the Arabs) still call it Jiikha" 98). 

Menrion of what was called Gunay-J ukha is extant in the Babylonian 
Talmud too, where it is said to Ье а stream which empties into tl1e 
Tigris ''). 

Returning to the region of the Radhans, we find that its northern 
boundary was the Batt canal. Ibn al-Athir describes Batt as а village in 
the district of Maw~il. Тhе only stream between it and the Sawad (Ьу 

93) Yaqut, Ми]ат~ 11, 143. See the verses also in a.l-Bakri, Ми]ат, І. 403 . Тhе 
latter says that J uk.hi is а city (balaJ) in haq, watered Ьу the river J iikha. 

94) 'f abari, Ta'rikh, VL 40 ( = Ц 644). 
9 5) /bid.. V, 76 ( = І, 3 3 67 ), referring to the year 3 7 ( = 6 5 7 ). The earlier the 

traditioo, the more the names seem to refer to the same places the Syriac-Chriscian 
indicates. 

96) Ibn QutayЬa. Ma<arif, 43 5. 
97) Tabari, Ta'ri/eh, ІХ, 405 (= Ш, 1736). That in the ninth century the name 

Radhan applied mainly to the region around the Кhurasan road can Ье seen from the 
list of places wbere taXes were to Ье coJlected b}r Al;unad Ь. Mul;lammad al-Ta'yi 
(probably 89:), wbere the Ra.dhinayn and the Кhurasan road are found together. 
See al-~ibi, WNZara', 15. 

98) Нarkavy, Resp.~ no. 399, р. l I 3. а. pa.ra.llel idencical versions in Otzar Hageo­
nim to ВеrШоІ, 44 (rcfcпing to В.Т., ВегаkhоІ, 17Ь) and to Qiddii1}Jin, 17~ f. (to 
В.Т. , Qiddii1hi11, 7оЬ). See Harluvy's note, Resp., 379, following Yaqii~ cf. above 
n. 90. 

99) Gyu.nay, Miinc:Ьen Codex of В.Т., QiddШhin, 71Ь; the printed eclitions have 
Yu'aru. The region appare.ntly used to Ье compared to Palestine, see what Rav says in 
Beri1hil &ЬЬа ch. 16 (Theod.-Alb. 145, 11. 2-3, cf. the notes ad /()сип1). See also 
Berliner, Beilragt, 19; Obeпneyer, Land.r(ha/1. 1 1 6 f. 
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which he certainly meant the Sawad of Baghdad) was the J:lawlaya, in 
the upper Radhin in the land of Jukha 100). Тhе parallel fragment in 
Tabari says that J:Iawlaya is а stream between the Іakhiim of Maw~il and 
the Sawad ( of Baghdad) and mentions the proximity of J::lawlaya to 
Batt. The connection between I:Iawlaya and Radhin is obvious from 
that fragment &om Tabari 101). Ап incursion of the Khawarizrnians is 
said to have occurred in 1225, into Batt and al-Radhanat 101). Тhе Batt 
canal then was the northernmost one, whereas more to the south there 
was the cana.1, or rather а system of canals, called Radhan, or Radha­
nat 103). Тhе Batt canal was k.nown aJso as Tamarra and was in fact а 
ramfication of the main canal, called I:Iawlaya, or Diyala, or Кhali~. 
Тhis main canal connected the Nahrwan cana1 (which formed the eastern 
border of the region, and ran in the main parallel to the Tigris) with 
the Tigris 10•). 

Тhе Nestorian sources also mention I:Iawlaya, but as а city, f:Ialё, 
said to Ье the capital of the Radhan province 105); this province occupied 
the region between the Tigris and Nahrwan, known also as ] ukha, and 

100) lbn a.1-Athlr. аі-КатіІ, IV, Н4· 
101) 'fabari. Ta>rikh, VI, 2. s J f. ( = Ц 9Н)· 
102) Ibn al-Athir, аІ-КатіІ, ХІІ, 2.77· 
103) ln Arabic sources Batt .is sometimes written Ван, cf. Ibn al-$abuni, Takmila, 

56, and п. 4 of the editor Qawad). Cf. al-Dh"habi, MuJhtaЬih, 1, 70, describing it as 
а village on tbe road to Daqiiqi (і.с.. іл tbe northeastern corner of tbe region). 

104) Cf. Suhrab, 1 i8, who describes the Кhali~ as а big sueam, on which ships 
sailed. lt flowed into the Tigris south of Baghdad. See aJso Yiqut, J'Aиtjam, І, 81 2., 
1.v. Timarra, \vhich is described Ьу him as а disttkt having а stream of the same name. 
Не also cites tbe legeod (repeated Ьу other writers too) of Tamarra and Nahrwan, who 
wcre the sons of ] iikhi. Le Strange describes them as ~rts of one and the same 
cana.l. АІ-qіі/йІ al-ki.triiwї, і .е. "Кhosroe's canal", formed its beginning, wbereas the 
cana.l as а whole was kлown as Nahrwan; its northern part was known as the Таmапа 
canal, of which the Кhali~ was а branch. Cf. his Lands, 5 7-60. See Tabari, Ta)rileh, 
VШ, Н7 (= ІП. 1002). Cf. the description of the region in Mas'udi, Tanbih, BGA, 
VII, 53, wbo enumerates the ttibutaries of the Tigris: Diyala, Nahr Bin, Nabrwin; 
the last is ca.lled Tamar:ra at its beginлing; he also mentions some of that region's 
towns, such as Ba'quba, the city ofNahrwan, <Abarti, Uskif. 

105) Cf. Labourt, Chri1Іiani1me, 163. See a.lso Nбldeke, ZDMG, н (1 879), 37 5, 
п. t. See aJso his assumprion about the Assyrian origin of the name: ra-da~a-nи. Тhе 
most prominent of the teachers of Nisibis, Mar АЬЬа (middle of the 6th ceлtury) was 
а native of "tJalё in Radhan, cf. Voбbus, Ni1ibi1, 161. 
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later as the Sawad of Baghdad 106) . The tenth century geographers 
considered the region of Radhan а part of Fars. Its administrative 
center was later at Samarra 107). 

Тhere were а number of cities and towns in the Radhan region. First 
of all, there was Muslim MadЗ.>in, previously known as Маl)бzё ( = "the 
cities"), consisting of Ctesiphon and Seleukeia. It was ал impor-

106) Hoffmann, АшzІЇgе, 71, n. 634, a1so considers that the Radhan province began 
f rom the }:lamrin cha.in to the north and st:retched along the ea.stern shore of the 
Tigris. Тhе older name of the region can also Ье detected in the name Bihradhan, 
probably from Syriac Вё(t) Radhan; also Mah Bihradhan (Маh probably meant 
region, in Persian, cf. Schwartz, /ran, 445, л. 5). Both Radhan and Bihradhan are 
sometirnes miswritten, in Tabari and elsewhere, as Zadhan or Bihzadhan. Schwartz, 
lran, 667, (also elsewhere, see the lndex ibid.), was certainly wrong when he designated 
а place called Mah Bihzadhan, whicb simply d.id not exist. Yaqut, M11<jam, Щ 406, 
writes that Bihzadhan is identical \Vith the "Radhans", east of the Tigris, in the 
Sawad of Baghdad. Schwartz, like others, did not realize the d.i.fference between 
Sawad as "Southern Iraq" and Sawid as "district" and thought therefore that Yaqut 
was wrong. See the tradition cited in Tabari, Ta>rїkh, IV, 136 f. ( = 2633), about 
Mah Bihradhan and Mah D ioar (called together al-Mahan, the two Mahs), that werc 
granted letters of protection, whose text is givcn there, recognizing their religious 
rights and obliging them to рау the ji:ga. See Bihzadhan in Tabari, ibid., V, 178 f. 
(= П, 24 ff.), where it is clear from th~ context that Radhan is meant (Ziyad marches 
against Mucawiya via Bihzadhan[!] to the J:Iulwan road and to Mada>in). Baradan, 
later the name of а town north of Baghdad, v.ras probably just another form of Bihra­
dhan. lt is described as if it were а kind of hinterland of Bagbdad \vith а more favorable 
climate; cf. Tabari, ibid., VI, z57 (=П, 941; Shabjb sought refuge from the heat in 
Mah Bihzadhan{I], for three months); VШ, 29 ( = Ш, 3 5 4; al-Man~ur stayed in 
Baradan, 767); Vlll, 144 (= ІІІ, 494; al-MahdI stayed in Baradan during the summer). 
Nal).um al-I:Iazzan al-Baradani certainly was from tЬ.at region. Не is mentioned 
towards the end of the 1oth century. Cf. TS Loan 90, f. 2г, 11. zo-21 and 105, f. 1v, 

І. 19, ed. Ginzberg, Gtonica, П, 58, 69. ln TS 10 J 4, f. 3, ed. Mann,]QR NS, 9 (1918-
19), 1 р he is said to have traded with the Мaghrib, among other thiags in kиЬІ 
(ancimony powder) aad books. Cf. also Obermeyer, Landschaft, 269 f. See tbe descrip­
tion of rhe region also in Sarre-Herzfeld, Reise, І, 5 7; see n. 3 ibid., about the ancient 
names of the Tamarra. See aJso the map, ІІ, facing р. 80, where it becomes obvious 
that the canals of the Nahrwan and the Diyala Ьasin covered the region from Маdа)іл 
(south of Baghdad) to Samaпa, along the eastern shore of the Tigrjs. 

Jo7) Muqaddasi, BGA Ш, 357; al-I~t:akhri, BGA І, 102. The region was for 
generations the scene of internal wars of the caliphate, and very often the actions алd 
movements of the forces of the rebels, Kharijis and others, are noted as having taken 
place there. See e.g. Tabari, Ta>rik.Ь, VI, н5 (= ІІ, 894); VШ, 57 (= ІІІ, 384f.); 
VШ, 313 (= Щ 711); VІП, из(= Ш, 1016 f.; = ІЬn aJ-Athir, аІ-КатіІ, VI, 241); 
ІХ, 3 74 f. ( = Ш, 1689 f.). 
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tant Jewish center under the Persians, as Talmudic sources show 108). 

Daskarat al-Malik, situated on the Diya.la~ was Persian Dastagird, and 
an important and flourishing city under the early <Abbassids. It was the 
first important station on the Khurasan road after Nahrwan 109). 

Some eight farsakhs (са. 50 km.) to the south was <Ukbara (Buzurj 
Sabfu), situated on what was then the eastern shore of the Tigris 
(which later moved а considerable distance eastward), and wa.s а main 
junction on the river 110). The Jewish sectarian leader Isma<il al-<Ukbari 
was from there 111 ). 

ahrwan, mentioned in the account of Nathan ha-Bav1i 112) was one 
of the main cities in that region. Ba<quba (also Ba<quba, Baqiiba) was 
situated on the Nahrwan canal, ten jarsakhs (са. 60 km.) from Bagh­
dad 113). Кilwadha was both а town and а district in the region between 
Mada>in and Jiikha, as 'fabarї has it. The eastern gate of Baghdad was 
called btib kilwtidhti; today Кilwadha is incorporated into the southern 
part of Baghdad, Qarara 114). The eastern part of the city of Baghdad 
was in fact in the very heart of what had once been called Radhan. The 
strong connections between the ] ews of this province and the new 

108) The connection between Radhan and Mada>in js discet'njble jn the terms of 
appointment of J:ludhayfa Ь. J:Iisl ( = Ь. l:fusayJ, = Ь. ~-Yaman) as governor of the 
Jaлd beh.iлd the Tjgt'is, namely Jukha, іл Abu Yiisuf. Kharaj, 37 f., 48; ofMadi'in, іа 
ІЬn aJ-Ath.їr, Usd al-ghaba. І, 392, and ІЬn .E;Iajar aJ-(Asqalani, Tahdhib, П, 220; of the 
Sawad, Baladhuri, АпsаЬ, І. 163; of the la.nd behind the Tjgris, idem, F11Ііі/1, 269 and 
Tabari, Ta'ri.kh, IV, 139 ( = І, 2637). Trus appointment was rnad~ after the conquest, 
in са. 640. Some 45 years later IsQ.aq Ь. Mas'iid was appointed governor of Mada•in 
and "the land of Jukha", cf. Tabari. Ta'rikh, VI, 34 (=П, 635; А.Н. 66 = 685). 

Іо9) Cf. Noldeke, Geuhichte. 295, n. 1; Le Strange, La11dr, 62; Canard, Traл1J. о/ 
аІ-.} tili, 1 5 J, n. І; Sarre-Herzfeld, Reise, І, 5 9, .n. 2; П, 76 ff. 

11 о) 'f abari, Ta'rile.h, VII, 4 І 2 ( = m, 12); ІХ, 37 5 ( = ІП, І 690); Le Strange, 
JRAS, 1895, 38 f. Hoffmann, Aяsziige, 77. n. 704. 

111) Al-Qirqisani, A nwar, 1-2, no. 15, р. 1;. 

112) Neubauer, Med.j. Chr., П, 85; Nahrwa11111e-kholparwarah, which were included 
in the realm of the exilarch. See also TS 13 J 13, f. 9, ed. Mann,J ews, П, 115, а letter 
to Abraham Ь. I:faggay, signed Ьу Ya(ish Ь. SahJ al-NahrwanI al-I:fazzan. 

113) Yaqut. Миуат. І~ 472. There the "gt'eat qа/ііГ' took the name of Tamarra. 
cf. Le Strange. Land1. 5 9. 

114) ІЬп Khurdadhbe, BGA VI. 12; Tabari, Ta'rikh, VI. 230 (= П. 901); ІЬn 
al-Tiqtaqa, al-Fakhri, 454; Sarre-Herzfeld, Reise, П, 105; Le Strange, Lands, 31. 
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city are therefore quite comprehensible. It is probably from here that the 
first J ews came to settle in Baghdad. 

Although the шmе Radha.n is not found in Jewish sources 116), there 
is no doubt that from ancient cimes on а dense Jewish population lived 
in what was called Radhan, Jiikha, or Sawad Baghdad. 

Radha.nites took over the le~dership of the yeshiva of Pumbedita for а 
period of ten years at the end of the eighth century, 788-798. In the year 
1099 Sel. (787-8), Mar Rav Mena.shё Ь. Mar Rav Joseph was appointed 
Gaon of that yeshivti. Не was from J ukha (1vc-gйkha) а hawti), from 
Ba(qiiba (Вё <Uqha). Не was Gaon until 1107 Sel. (795-6), when he was 
succeeded Ьу Mar Rav Isaiah ha-Levi Ь. Mar Rav АЬЬа, who was нfrom 
Кilwadha, а city that is near Baghdad", and remained in office until 
798 116). 

115) Steinschneider,Juchurun, 6 ( 1868), 30 f., tried to find Radhanites іп а fragment 
of Dunash Ь. Tamim's coпunentary to the Sifer Уціrіі, edited Ьу Munck,JA, VI-16 
( 1 8 5 о), 2. 1, n. 1. Тhere the use of Arabic for а better understanding of Hebrew js 
prais~cL нsince Hebrew is like а purified Arabic", and further: "this principle was 
received Ьу us from Ьепё ha-dani, who came to us from Palestine." Steinschneider 
thought that per:haps а r was changed iato h and one should read it Ьепі radam; but 
tbe Parma MS. of that commentary, as quoted Ьу Ma.nn, Ttxls, І, 74, п. is has "until 
Abu Dani and David he-I:larash, who were from tbe city of Fas, ca.me to us (to 
Qayrawan), from Palestine". 

116) Sherira, Iggerel, ed. Le\vin, 105, 190. Тhе econom.ic importance of the 
Babyloruan-Persian Jews is k.nown. See the sources rega.rding their economic position 
and activities on tbe threshhold of the Islamic period, summed up Ьу Baron, in the 
section "entry into world trade", іп SRНJ~ IV, 171- 178; cf. Goitein,Jews and A rabs, 
117 f. 

Babylonian-Persjan Jews formed at that period, and through tbe first three centuries 
of Islaro, the largest Jewish concentrarion in the entire Diaspora, as well as the main 
Jewish spiritual center. What ІЬn КhurdadhЬe's accourit adds to this picture js that 
а certai.n part of the merchants' class of this Je\vry held а central position in the 
international trade of those times. Thus one sees that the strong spiritual connections 
between the Babylonian center and the rest of the Diaspora were parallded Ьу mani­
fold econorruc activities and ties in which the ] ewish centers on the routes of the 
Radbarutes were apparently involved. For а general outlook on the connection 
between rbe Jewish centers of communal leadersh.ip and learning in Babylorua and 
the growth of international trade and Jewish participation in it, see Goitein, Proceed. 
Jlh World Congr. of ]. St., ІІ ( 1969), ІОІ ff. 

It seems that the majority of Babylonian-Persian J e\\'S \vere divided into three main 
subd.ivisions. The north\\•estern division was centered around Flriiz-Sabur (Anbar) 
- Neharde<a - Pumbedita; the southern, around Sura; the eastern, mainly around 
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То conclude, it may Ье said that there is no reason whatsoever to 
change anything in the text of lbn Khurdadhbe which describes the 
routes of the Jewish merchants from Radhan and the goods carried Ьу 
them. They were no association, nor organization, nor group, they 
only had in common their country of origin. The very fact that Ibn 
Khurdadhbe refers to otherwise generally known routes, open to 
anybody, as "routes of the Jewish шerchants", is evidence of their 
unrivaled position in the international trade of that period. The frag­
ment of Ibn Khurdadhbe is a.n outstanding ріесе of informacion on the 
social and economic life of Orienta.l Jews in the early medieval period, 
of which our knowJedge is so poor. * 
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