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TRANSCRIPTION: 

OBITUARY 

Sir Harry Brittain 

Sir Harry Brittain, who died last night at his London flat, aged 100, was .. one of the first and one of the 

most successful practitioners of the art of public relations in this country. As a founder of the Pilgrims' 

Club [Pilgrims Society], offering a welcome and a platform to notable people from the United States or 

the Commonwealth, and later as the organiser [sic] of the Imperial Press Conference, he left a 

characteristic mark on the fabric of international communications. 

He was born in Sheffield and educated at Repton. He took a degree in law at Oxford, and was called to 

the Bar. For a year or so he was initiated into business affairs at Sheffield, and for two years he was a 

private secretary. He became an associate of Sir C. Arthur Pearson, founder of Pearson's Weekly and the 

Daily Express 

He became a director of The Sphere and The Taller and among his friends were Sir Henry Lucy of Punch, 

Guglielmo Marconi and C.S. Rolls, father of the Rolls-Royce car. 

In 1902 [Aug. 08, 1902] he had the happy thought of organising [sic] the Pilgrims’ Club [Pilgrims Society], 

as a forum for Anglo-American contact, and a corresponding body was formed in New York the next year 

[Feb. 04, 1903]. 

Another of his ideas took root—the Imperial Press Conference and, as a continuing body, the Empire 

Press Union. He sought to forge a link between editors and proprietors of newspapers, both by a 

periodical conference and by setting up a permanent body at a headquarters in London. 

The first such conference met in London in 1909 [Jun. 05-28, 1909, The First Imperial Press Conference 

1909]; others have met at intervals in different parts of the Commonwealth. The Empire (now the 

Commonwealth) Press Union has continued as a permanent nucleus in London. 

He was Conservative UP for Acton from 1918 to 1929, and put through a Bill for protection of wild birds. 

[ AFI. (Sep. 10, 2021). June 5, 1909: The day British & American Pilgrims 
Society slavery-demons formally began the takeover of all public and 
private life globally. Americans for Innovation. ]
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