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Sir Harry
Brittain -

Slr Hnrry Bnt‘wtn vho died
Iast night at his - London flat,
aged 100, . was one“ of
‘the first and one. o*f thie. most
successful’ rpracutxoners ‘of the
art of public relatigns ‘in; this
conntry. As-a founder .of the
Pilgrims” Club, .offering- a ' wel-
come ‘and ‘a »platt‘oml ‘to notable
people from the Uniteq' States
or the Commonwealth, ‘and later
as the organiser of’ the Imperlal
Press Oonference he ';left a
characteristic' mark" on the fab-
ric of mternatmna'l communm-
tions. .

He was born ia SheMeld nnd
educated at Repton.. He took ‘a
degree ‘in law. at’ Ox!ord. and
was called -tp the Bar.. i!"or 'R
year or:so'he was: mltntul ‘into
business-affairs at'SheMeld, and
for . tvo yelrs Hie was;a;private
‘secretary. He became N -a8gpci-
ate of ‘Sir-'C. Arthur Pesrson,
founder of Pearson’s Weekly
and: the Dauy Express.

. He became a director of T‘hc
Sphere and, The Tatler ‘and
among- his. friends .were® Sir’
Henry Lucy of Punch;' Guglielmi
Marconi and C;.S. Rolls; father
of the' R.olls-Royce Car. :

In'.1902 he’ had 1heuhappy
thought of ‘organising the . Pil-
grims’ * Club, ‘as R omm !or
Anglo-American’ gontact,:
corresponding WS
in New York:the iohmr it

Anuther. ‘of 'hi¥ /:idess’ |
root--the' Imperist 'fm. Cquq
ference and; a3 continyiag
body, the’ Empxm ch-r Union.
He: sought . to - forge a!lnt;bg-
tweén i ltorundpromﬂo of
_newspapers by ra’:pe
dical conterence ahid by amib.
up 2 permanent body: ‘It & held-
quarters in London., HARE
" The fArit guch: con-farence met
in:London.in' 1908 ;. others-have
met-; at- tnteransuin\ different
‘rarts of. 'the: “Gommonwealth.
The: Exnpire -(riow. the Common-’
wealth) . Press - Umon has- con-
tinjged as 2 pemmmt mclm
ot :Dondon N
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TRANSCRIPTION: [ AFL (Sep. 10, 2021). June 5, 1909: The day British & American Pilgrims
Society slavery-demons formally began the takeover of all public and
private life globally. Americans for Innovation. ]

OBITUARY
Sir Harry Brittain

Sir Harry Brittain, who died last night at his London flat, aged 100, was .. one of the first and one of the
most successful practitioners of the art of public relations in this country. As a founder of the Pilgrims'
Club [Pilgrims Society], offering a welcome and a platform to notable people from the United States or
the Commonwealth, and later as the organiser [sic] of the Imperial Press Conference, he left a
characteristic mark on the fabric of international communications.

He was born in Sheffield and educated at Repton. He took a degree in law at Oxford, and was called to
the Bar. For a year or so he was initiated into business affairs at Sheffield, and for two years he was a
private secretary. He became an associate of Sir C. Arthur Pearson, founder of Pearson's Weekly and the
Daily Express

He became a director of The Sphere and The Taller and among his friends were Sir Henry Lucy of Punch,
Guglielmo Marconi and C.S. Rolls, father of the Rolls-Royce car.

In 1902 [Aug. 08, 1902] he had the happy thought of organising [sic] the Pilgrims’ Club [Pilgrims Society],
as a forum for Anglo-American contact, and a corresponding body was formed in New York the next year
[Feb. 04, 1903].

Another of his ideas took root—the Imperial Press Conference and, as a continuing body, the Empire
Press Union. He sought to forge a link between editors and proprietors of newspapers, both by a
periodical conference and by setting up a permanent body at a headquarters in London.

The first such conference met in London in 1909 [Jun. 05-28, 1909, The First Imperial Press Conference
1909]; others have met at intervals in different parts of the Commonwealth. The Empire (now the
Commonwealth) Press Union has continued as a permanent nucleus in London.

He was Conservative UP for Acton from 1918 to 1929, and put through a Bill for protection of wild birds.
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Sir Harry Brittain -

Memorial service set
for union founder

LONDON (CP) — A big me-
morial service is expected to be
-arranged here for Sir Harry
Brittain, founder of the Com-
monwealth Press Union (CPU),
who died Tuesday night at the
age of 100.

In an impromptu tribute
broadcast soon after Sir
Ha:x;yd;: : gga%, Lord Astor,
presiden mes Newspapers
and the CPU council, described
him as a man who “knew ev-
£rybody who was anybody.”
The Guardian in an obituary
says he was one of the first and
most successful practitioners of

- public relations here.

In his long life as barrister,

~ journalist, member of Parlia-

ment, author and dedicated or-
ganizer of international amity,
Brittain’s friends ranged from
the 19th-century American hu-
morist Mark Twain to Canadian
Gen, H. D. G. Crerar. ;
He was on friendly terms
with President Theodore Roose-
velt, radio pioneer Guglielmo
Marconi, the Duke of Windsor—
. formerly King Edward -
Lord Roberts, hero of the Boer

. War, and Queen Wilhelmina of

i

|
|

the Netherlands,
As well as founding the Em-

' pire — later Commonwealth —

Press Union, which he termed
his proudest achievement, Sir
Harry set up the Pilgrims, the
famous Anglo-American friend-
ship group.

As Sir William Barnetson,
chairman of the CPU council
and United Newspapers Ltd.,
recalled today, Sir Harry re-
tained almost to the end- ‘“‘a
close and vigorous interest in
the activities he loved best.”

Chief among these, said Bar-
netson, was the , which he
founded more than 60 years
ago, bringing together more
than 600 newspapers, Barnetson
also paid tribute to him as a
valued director for many years
of United Newspapers, which
publishes the humorous maga-
zine Punch and many provincial
papers. ‘

Sir Harry, a jaunty [igure
who invariably wore a carna-
tion in his lapel—one variety
was named for him—wrote the
first of his many books in 1908.
It was called Canada, There
and Back. Around this time he
was bugy selling the idea of an
empire-wide press organization
to influential Canadian publish-

ers such as Hugh Graham of

the Montreal Stdr, later Lord
Atholstan,

He made many visits to Can-
ada and said he “‘always found
the people first-rate.” The Ca-
nadian Legion made him an
honorary life member in 1958
for services to Canada.

Sir Harry started life as a
lawyer, with one of the shortest
practices on record. He passed
his bar examinations in 1897,
the year of Queen Victoria's
diamond jubilee, handled his
first court case and blew the
proceedings on a jaunt to Paris
*with two friends. His entry in
Who's Who, which took up al-
most a page, recorded that he
“practised successfully for one
lweek. then retired from the
aw.”

Sir Harry is survived by his
second wife, his former secre-
tary Murie] Dixon, whom he
married when he was 87. His
first wife Alida, died in 1943.
There are a son and a daughter
of the first marriage, both still
living and with families of their
own. )

“I've had two wonderful mar-
riages and some great friends,”
Sir Harry said on the occasion
of his 100th birthday. He added
he had had ‘“quite a few
enemies, but luckily I've out-
lived them all.”

Editor. (Jul. 10, 1974). Sir Harry Brittain, Memorial service set for [Empire/Commonwealth]
union founder. The Leader-Post (Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada).
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Unions will ask PM

to put more cash
into Health Service

By JOHN CUNNINGHAM, Soclal Services Correspondent
The TUC is 1o add its voice to those already calling on the Goverament to
ke more moncy available for the health service. The leader of one of the militant
uniung involsed (n the nurses' dispute said yesterday there was a clear case for
consultunts to gel bigger salaries,
‘[he FUC's health committee at a spec lally convoned meeting yesterday. sald it
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