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I have read somewhere—in Dionysius of Halicarnassus, I think
—that History is Philosophy teaching by Examples.

—HENRY St. JouNx—O0n the Study and Use of History.

History is the essence of innumerable biographies.

—CAaRLYLE—ESssay on History.

In a word, we may gather out of History a policy no less wise
than eternal; by the comparison and application of other men’s fore-
passed miseries with our own like errors and ill deservings.

—SIrR WALTER RaALEIGH—H istory of the World.
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PREFACE

enthusiasm the tercentenary of the discovery of its site by civilized
man. Its citizens have been brought into retrospective mood, and
not only residents, but many outsiders, have been aroused to a
new interest in the story of the birth, growth and present preéminence of New
York among American cities. Therefore, it has been deemed an appropriate
time for the production of a history which is neither too voluminous to be
available to the average reader, nor so abbreviated as to be inadequate.

It has been the aim, in planning and writing the present volume, not
only to tell a true and interesting story, but also to make the narrative explain
and illustrate the factors that have led up to the present greatness of our
metropolis; giving its record of crude and misdirected beginnings, of the men
and events which have helped or retarded its earlier and later growth, and of
the integers and personalities of its present greatly expanded importance and
its metropolitan interests.

In the earlier portion of this history there will be found much recorded
which relates to the Province of New Netherland at large, rather than to the
local happenings of New Amsterdam. At that time the two were, at many
points, inseparably connected, and the provincial problems, worked out in the
city, controlled its destinies and affected its interests in so many ways, that
the story of the province becomes equally that of the city. After the Revo-
lution this closeness of relation greatly diminishes, and State and national
questions only impinge upon the civic story to the extent of the participation
of the city in them.

Wherever clarity in the narration of historical events involves interpre-
tation of character or motives, the endeavor has been made, in this volume,
to be just. Judicial fairness in historical criticism is greatly benefited by per-
spective, and it is more possible to fairly interpret those events which occurred
before our own time than those which, because of nearness, each observer
must see from his individual angle. For this reason the events of the city’s
earlier history are dealt with in a more critical spirit than those of later days,
and there has been no endeavor to attempt, in this history, the interpretation
of any events so recent as to be in the realm of present controversy. Even
as to the events of the city’s earlier days, the estimate of motive and charac-
ter is difficult, because many things which, in the evolution of ethics, we have
come to regard as outrageous, were then looked upon with complacency, if not
with approval.

vii
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Many books have been written about the history of New York, but it has
been twenty years since one was published covering the general history of
the city from its beginning to that date. That publication, The Memorial
History of the City of New York, in four large volumes, was ably edited by
General James Grant Wilson. It is a collection of monographs, by several
authors, on the various periods and subjects, and is very valuable to the special
student of New York history, but too voluminous for the purposes of the more
casual reader. Other older and shorter histories by M. J. Lamb, Mary L. Booth,
William L. Stone and others, seem, in our day, when there is so much historical
material available which was not then accessible to these authors, scarcely ade-
quate for those who desire a history which shall combine a fair degree of com-
pleteness of historical detail with conciseness of statement. Besides these, there
are many volumes relating to phases and periods of the history of the City
of New York, of which by far the most valuable, and in fact, the ablest, most
exhaustive and most scholarly contribution to the history of the city which
has yet been made is the recently published two-volume History of the City of
New York in the Seventeenth Century, by Mrs. Schuyler van Rensselaer, L1..D.

Every writer dealing with the early history of the City of New York
must be indebted to the careful and painstaking work of J. R. Brodhead, E.
B. O’Callaghan and B. Fernow in the collection and compilation of the docu-
ments relating to the Dutch, Colonial and early State periods, including the
ten volumes (and additional index volume) of New York Colonial Documents
Procured in Holland, England and France by J. R. Brodhead (edited by
O’Callaghan), and the other three volumes, edited by B. Fernow; the Docu-
mentary History of the State of NewYork, by O’Callaghan, four volumes;
and the History of the State of New York, by Brodhead (two volumes). The
History of New Netherland, or New York Under the Dutch, by O’Callaghan,
also contains much valuable material.

The story of New York as given in the present volume has been prepared
after an extensive reading and study of many documents and numerous vol-
umes, including besides all those mentioned above, scores of others bearing on
the city’s history. The History of the City of New York, by D. T. Valentine,
has furnished valuable material, as have the Manuals, of various dates, by the
same author; the Manual of the Reformed Church in America, by Rev. Dr.
Edward T. Corwin, has also proven very useful, as has Historic New York,
edited by Goodwin, Royce and Putnam; New York Old and New, by R. R.
Wilson (two volumes); Nooks and Corners of Old New York, by Charles
Hemstreet; Janvier’s In Old New York; Inness’ New Amsterdam and Its
People; Satterlee’s Political History of the Province of New York; also, for
the Revolutionary period, John Fiske’s History, various lives of Washington,
and The Declaration of Independence—Its History, by John H. Hazelton.



PREFACE

General histories of the United States, by Bancroft, Schouler, McMaster and
others; Rise of the Dutch Republic, and innumerable standard reference books
have been consulted, as well as a large number of pamphlet monographs,
family histories, articles in historical journals, and, for the latest period, the
files of New York newspapers. To all of the publications mentioned and to
many others less extensively consulted, the respectful acknowledgments of the
author of this present volume are due.

Accuracy has been regarded as the first and highest essential of the vol-
ume, and wherever the authorities or documents have seemed to be in conflict,
there has been an earnest endeavor to get at the truth. It is believed that
the story of the city, as here narrated, is as dependable as it can be made by
careful search and just appraisal of the documents available for the purpose.
While condensation has been imperative and much of minute detail which
might make interesting reading has been passed by, there has been constant
effort to record, in due proportion, all facts of real historical importance.

It is unfortunately true that there is a great lack of knowledge of the
history of the city among its inhabitants. Many of the best educated, who
could pass a good examination in the histories of the cities of Rome or Athens,
know practically nothing of that of their own city. Some very cultured New
Yorkers have been heard to admit that the only history of New York they
have ever read is that of the late Diedrich Knickerbocker, Esq., of happy
memory. Pleasant as that satire is, as a literary recreation, it is to be feared
that Irving’s narrative is responsible for the more than ignorance which many
New Yorkers have of their city’s history, due to misconceptions of the char-
acter of the early burghers inspired by his quaint and fanciful story.

“We are citizens of no mean city;”’ of one, indeed, the development of
which is the greatest marvel of urban growth in recorded history. To con-
tribute in a worthy and illuminating way to the elucidation of the how and
why of its evolution is the aim and purpose of the present book.

The portion of the book devoted to the biographies of men identified in
the most definite and constructive way with the interests and activities which
contribute in the most important degree to the city’s material greatness will, it
is believed, prove no less interesting than the historical narrative. The names
of those whose careers are detailed in that part of the volume have been
selected with discriminating care, and are thoroughly representative.

New York is still a growing city, and as the years go by and the news of
to-day becomes the historical reminiscence of to-morrow, the printed records
grow in value. This volume has aimed to bring the record, in a concise but
worthy and dependable form, down to this present date.

JouN W. LeoNARrD

New York, September 30, 1910
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C H A P T E R O N E

THE DISCOVERY OF
MANHATTAN ISLAND AND THE HUDSON RIVER

When Columbus sailed westward with his caravels it was not a new
continent which he hoped to discover, but a new way to an old one. Vasco
di Gama, the Portuguese navigator, had found a way by water to India, having
rounded the Cape of Storms, which later was rechristened the Cape of Good
Hope, but the way was long, and the ships of that day were small. Geogra-
phers had, even in the days of Greek philosophy, reasoned out that the earth
was a sphere, though there were widely divergent views as to its size, some of
the greatest authorities believing that its circumference was forty thousand
miles, while others reckoned it much smaller.

In Columbus’ day the prevailing scientific opinion was that from the
Canary Islands, which was the meridian from which longitude was then cal-
culated, it was only about nine thousand miles to the eastern coast of ‘“‘the
Indies,” or ‘“far Cathay,” the treasures of which the kings and merchants of
Europe were alike anxious to tap, and as the conformation of the eastern
coast of Asia was only slightly known, it might prove to be even a less dis-
tance away.

In that faith the Genoese navigator, Columbus, after desperate effort to
interest other monarchs, finally gained the ear and aid of Ferdinand and
Isabella, and sailed toward the setting sun, flying the flag of Castile and
Arragon. When he found land, in 1492, he thought it was the Indies and so
named it, the islands retaining the name of “West Indies” to this day. In
1499 he found the mainland of South America, still thinking he had reached
India, and in that belief he died. He was not the first to see the main-
land, however, the Venetian brothers Cabot, flying the English flag, and the
Florentine, Americus Vespucius, having both found the coast of North
America in 1498. It is the latter from whom the continent takes its name,
though whether he or the Cabots first saw the mainland is a question that
still remains in the realm of controversy. The stories of pre-Columbian dis-
covery by Eric the Red and other Norsemen are doubtless true, as are, per-
haps, the traditions of an even earlier knowledge of the Western Continent
by the Irish, and of a Twelfth Century visit by Welsh adventurers. But the
results of these visits had been forgotten and unutilized for centuries, and do
not dim the lustre of the achievement of Columbus and his immediate succes-
sors in the opening up of the New World to commerce and to civilization.

Vespucius and the Cabots, perhaps, knew it was a new continent they had
found, although the fact was not fully conceded for nearly half a century;

2 .
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but they, and after them other navigators, believed that some cleavage in the
continent would be found, by means of which they would discover a passage
to Cathay. Among those who explored various parts of the North and
South American coast lines the Spanish and Portuguese were most numerous,
but it was under the French flag that the Florentine navigator, Giovanni
Verrazano, made the discovery of what is now known as New York Bay.
Verrazano was a skillful sailor, whose training had been obtained on the
Mediterranean. In 1523 he entered the service of Francis I of France, in the
profession, then deemed honorable, though dangerous, of a privateer, and
engaged in capturing Spanish ships returning from Mexico with treasure
taken from Montezuma. Later that year he projected a voyage *“‘for the dis-
covery of Cathay.” He started with four ships, two of which he lost in a
severe gale which drove him back to port, and after making repairs he started
again. The other ship soon returned, its captain having quarreled with Ver-
razano, who pursued the voyage alone in the ship Dolphin, going first to a
small island south of Madeira, whence he started toward the West, January
17, 1524 (O. S.).

For fear of encountering and being captured by the vessels of Spain or
Portugal, which countries claimed the entire New World under the decree of
Pope Alexander, Verrazano kept north of the much-traversed route taken by
the ships of those countries bound to or from Cuba and Mexico, and steering
due west, reached the continental coast at about latitude 34° north, on March
7, 1524. He sailed south fifty leagues, in order to connect his reckoning with
the verified discoveries of the Portuguese, then went on a northerly course,
striking the land again at a point near where the City of Charleston, South
Carolina, now stands.

His voyage northward followed the coast line, and about that voyage an
account, much fuller than that of most travelers of that era, is contained in
a “Letter” written by that navigator to his patron, Francis I, and a map, the
most correct made in the Sixteenth Century, of the Atlantic Coast from the
Cape of Florida to Cape Breton. From his time to the present there have
been those who have cast doubt upon this Verrazano, and one of the latest
American encyclopedias continues the attitude of skepticism, but the intrinsic
merit of the narrative and the most searching tests of modern criticism have
put the facts of the voyage of this explorer beyond doubt.

Verrazano's letter is an interesting one, but the story cannot be recited
here, except in brief reference. He peered into the mouths of Chesapeake Bay
and of Delaware Bay and thence proceeded to New York Bay, which he
entered. He tells how he found a “pleasant situation among some little steep
hills through which a river of great size, and deep at its mouth, forced its
way to the sea.” Finding a good anchorage in what we now know as the
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Narrows, he concluded not to venture up the river with his one ship, so he
took the boat, and with his men pulled up for half a league or so, coming into
a “beautiful lake” which is now known as New York Bay. Verrazano and
his followers found many of the natives in thirty or more canoes, who came
to look with wonder and evident admiration upon the first white men they
had ever scen. They were friendly and unafraid, and showed the visitors the
best landing place for their boat. On the surrounding shores, well wooded
but now leafless except for here and there an evergreen pine, he and his men
saw the smoke of numerous wigwams, and he estimated the size of the lake
as about three leagues in circumference, which is not far wrong. He spoke
appreciatingly of the beauties of the scene, but as he was seeking a passage to
India, he saw that his object could not be reached by way of a lake formed
at the mouth of a swift river. So he returned to the ship without going to
Manhattan, and earlier than he would have done had it not been that a “vio-
lent contrary wind” blew in from seaward, making it necessary to go back
to his ship and get her out into open water. His description of the region fits
no other part of the coast. He landed on the shore of Staten Island, and
probably Long Island, from New York Bay, and afterward up the coast,
which he described with accuracy. A triangular island (Block Island)
which he discovered, he named Luisa, after the French king’s mother. New
York Bay he had named San Germano, evidently out of compliment to his
patron’s palace of St. Germaine. Verrazano's career after this voyage is not
certainly known. He went on another voyage, and one account says was cap-
tured by Spaniards and executed, while another says that he landed on a coast
inhabited by cannibals, by whom he was captured and roasted and eaten in
sight of his comrades.

The next visitor after Verrazano was Estevan Gomez, who was a Portu-
guese but in the service of Spain. There was held a nautical congress at
Badajos, in 1524, in which the question of a new expedition to the Indies was
discussed. Gomez was an experienced navigator, but had lost much of his
prestige by leaving Magellan in the strait now named for that explorer, in
1519, when he was serving as chief pilot of the expedition, and returning to
Spain.  As a result of the congress, however, Gomez, who seemed very enthu-
siastic about his ability to find his way to Cathay by some passage he would
discover to the north, was outfitted by the Spanish king, aided by some mer-
chants, and in January or February, 1525, went to Cuba and then north as
far as the Maine Coast. He returned about the end of the same year. No
outlet to Cathay was found and Gomez, on his return, met with much ridi-
cule, for he brought back little knowledge of the country beyond the statement
that he found there many trees and fruits “similar to those of Spain,” which
excited little interest in the mind of the Spanish merchants, who dreamed of



20 HISTORY OF NEW YORK

“the treasures of Ormus and of Ind,” or of lands which, like Mexico and South
America, yielded gold, gems and spices. Gomez left no detailed description
of his voyage; but failing to find his passage to Cathay he loaded his ship
with Indian captives to be sold into slavery in Europe.

His voyage was the foundation of a map prepared by Ribeiro, the famous
cosmographer, in 1529. Upon this map Sandy Hook, much too large, appears
under the name “Cabo de Arenas” (the Cape of Sands), while Long Island
is much too small, and the stream between it and Staten Island is marked
“Rio de Sanct Antonio.”

Without further reference to the voyage of Gomiez, or of the voyagers
who followed him in cruises along the eastern coast of North America from
Newfoundland to Florida, it suffices to say that none seems to have paid any
special attention to New York Bay or the Hudson River, during the Fifteenth
Century. The Seventeenth Century, however, was full of events which were
of importance to the future of this region, the first and historically the greatest
of these being the visit to these shores, in 1609, of Henry Hudson, an Eng-
lishman, but at the time commanding the quaint Dutch vessel, the Helve Maen
(Half-Moon), in the service of the Dutch East India Company.

The recent tercentennial celebration of the achievement of Hudson was
not inappropriately undertaken, nor was the tribute to the importance of his
work, which that celebration implied, unworthily bestowed. For while it is
true that at least one previous party of Europeans—Verrazano and his com-
panions—had looked upon and admired the rippling waters and surrounding
hills of New York Bay, and had brought back some historically valuable
information full eighty-five years before, and that Estevan Gomez and some
other navigators had noted Sandy Hook upon their maps, it was Hudson’s
voyage that led to the settlement of the country and fixed the character of its
future population. Had Verrazano’s visit been practically followed up by the
monarch to whom he addressed his famous “Letter,” New York might be,
under the name of “Nouveau Paris,” an Occidental transplantation of Gallic
blood and characteristics; or if Gomez had been praised for what he did dis-
cover, rather than ridiculed for his failure to capture the ignis fatuus of a
western outlet to Cathay, the region between New England and the LEnglish
settlements in Virginia might have been parceled out into baronial estates to
haughty Spanish hidalgos. But Henry Hudson came, and because of his
coming, the country was settled by people of the Germanic rather than the
Latin races.

Two years before Hudson came with his Half-Moon, the English had
begun the settlement of Virginia at Jamestown, an event the tercentenary of
which was appropriately commemorated by the holding of the Jamestown
Exposition, in 1907. This was not the first English settlement in North
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America, but the earlier southern settlement on the Carolina Coast, made
under the auspices of Sir Walter Ralegh, had been wiped out by disease or
massacre. After the voyages made by the Cabots for England and Spain, of
Verrazano for France, of Gomez for Spain, John Rut for England and Jean
Allefonsce for France, several others passed up and down the coast from
Florida to Newfoundland and further north, seeking vainly for the much
desired western short-cut to Cathay. Even at the beginning of the Seventeenth
Century the hope that the new route to India might be found in the temperate
zone was not entirely abandoned; but it became more and more the belief of
navigators that the new route must be found through Arctic waters, either
by a Northeast or a Northwest Passage. Acting upon this opinion some
expeditions had gone out which, while they ended in disaster, yet developed
nothing to disprove the existence of an Arctic passage, east or west. It is
in connection with another Arctic attempt that Flenry Hudson first appears
in the brief recorded career which has placed him on the roll of fame as one
of the world’s most distinguished historic navigators.

Of Henry Hudson’s early life nothing is definitely known. It is said that
a man of the same name was in the employ of the Muscovy Company in the
early half of the Sixteenth Century, and from this has been built up a theory
that the navigator was a son or grandson of that Hudson, and that, like some
other sons of employees of that company, he had been brought up in its
service, there learning the art of navigation. However much or little basis
there may be for this possible but by no means proven story, it is as a man
already a master of the art of navigation that we have the first glimpse of his
actual career which has found its way into recorded history.

In the employ of the Muscovy Company of London, Henry Hudson sailed
northward in the ship Hopeful, April 19, 1607, bent upon the endeavor to
reach the Orient through some channel in the Arctic seas. He penetrated as
far as Spitzbergen, or within ten degrees of the Pole, then returned to Lon-
don, unsuccessful, so far as regards the object of his voyage, but convinced
that success, under better climatic conditions, was possible. He went again
in 1608, once more representing the Muscovy merchants of London, but again
unsuccessful in his quest, though adding much to the world’s knowledge of
the regions around Nova Zembla, where, during the half century before, sev-
eral expeditions had come to grief.

Though the possibility of a more southern passage had not been entirely
abandoned by Hudson and other navigators, it seemed less probable than one
further north; and to find an Arctic passage to the Indies had now become the
greatest object of geographical ambition. Not only the Muscovy Company;,
Hudson’s English employers, but also France and Holland, had their eye on
the coveted goal. The States-General of Holland held out a reward of twenty-
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five thousand florins as an inducement for success in Arctic exploration. In
the two voyages just mentioned, Hudson, while he had not succeeded in accom-
plishing his object, had gone further toward success than any of his predeces-
sors in that field of adventure, and was evidently the man best fitted to com-
mand an enterprise of this kind.

The Seventeenth Century was Holland's Golden Age; and the year 1609
was one of especially marked importance in the commercial history of the Neth-
erlands, as in January of that year the Bank of Amsterdam was established
by decree of the municipality. The Dutch merchants of that day were the
most enterprising in the world; the discovery of the Northern Passage was
their most eager ambition, and as Henry Hudson’s was the name that filled
the ear as the greatest Arctic navigator of his day, it is not at all surprising
that on January 8, 1609, he was in conference with a committee of two mem-
bers from the Amsterdam Chamber of the Dutch East India Company, with
Jodocus Hondius, a citizen of Amsterdam who had formerly lived in London,
as interpreter and witness.

This was not the first interview that Hudson had with the company, but
at the previous one the directors had desired him to postpone the voyage for
a year. Hudson was a man with whom activity was a necessity. He was as
impatient as he was intrepid, and was not of the temperament to brook a year
of idleness.

The French ambassador at Amsterdam, hearing that Hudson’s services
had not been engaged, hastened to advise his royal master, Henry IV, of the
fact, and to counsel the securing of his services at the head of a French expe-
dition. The directors of the Dutch East India Company, hearing of the
French negotiations, hastened to close with Hudson, and then occurred the
conference just referred to, at which a contract was signed. It stipulated that
the directors were to equip a vessel of sixty tons burden for a voyage to the
North around the northern extremity of Nova Zembla, continuing eastward on
that latitude until Hudson could turn to the south and steer for India. For
this voyage the directors were to pay the navigator the sum of eight hundred
florins (or $320), as well for his outfit as for the support of his wife and
children, and the contract said: “in case he do not come back (which God pre-
vent) the directors shall further pay his wife two hundred florins ($R0) in
cash.” In the event of the success of his quest, the directors promised to
reward him in their discretion.

After nearly three months of preparation, the Halve Maen, or Half-
Moon, was fully equipped, and on April 4, 1609, sailed from Amsterdam. Two
days later the vessel passed out from the Zuyder Zece, through the channel
between Texel and North Holland into the North Sea. After about a month
of sailing it was found impracticable to reach Nova Zembla, because of the ice,
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and Hudson called his crew of twenty men together. The Northeast Passage
having proved to be impracticable at this time, he had a mind to try a western
route, either northward through Arctic Seas via Davis' Strait, or by a more
southward route which was rumored to exist at about latitude 40° north, as
indicated by a map in his possession furnished by his friend, Captain John
Smith of Virginia. The crew preferred the northern route, but Hudson, either
deliberately or because of stormy weather, took the southerly route; because
the next thing known of him is that he landed on the coast of New France,
in latitude 44°, and replaced his foremast with one cut new from the hitherto
untroubled forest. From there he went southward until he came to Cape Cod,
and then went southeast until he reached Chesapeake Bay. Thence he coasted
northward, intent on the discovery of the rumored passage, or strait, supposed
to exist at or about 40° north latitude. He entered Delaware Bay, then went
north again, keeping in sight of the New Jersey coast, and September 2, 1609,
cast his anchor in the Lower Bay of New York, in sight of “high hills” (the
Navesinks). It was, according to his narrative, “a very good land to fall in
with, and a pleasant land to see.” There the ship remained for ten days, with
occasional changes of position, sending out boats to make soundings and find
channels, and dealing, with much caution, with the natives, who constantly
flocked around the ship. One boat went up the Narrows to explore the bay
beyond, and on this trip one of the crew, named Coleman, lost his life, being
shot through the throat with an arrow.

On September 12 the Hali-Moon itself was steered into the opening and
anchored about two leagues beyond the Narrows, at a point near the site of
the present Battery Park. The next day began the famous ascent and descent
of the river which now bears the explorer's name. The story, which has often
been repeated, is derived from the personal journal of Henry Hudson and
from the logbook of the Hali-Moon, kept by his English mate, Robert Juet,
the other mate being a Dutchman.

Hudson and his men were duly impressed by the beauty of this magnifi-
cent river, the scenery and surroundings of which still rank with the world’s
foremost beauty spots, and were then even more glorious in wealth of primeval
forest and green-clad with the luxurious foliage of summer time. The cli-
mate of late September and early October along the Hudson is usually
glorious, so that the Half-Moon adventurers saw it at its best. The run on
September 13 was to an anchorage a little above Spuyten Duyvil Creek, and
on the 14th, when for the first time the Hali-Moon had a fair wind, they
traveled past the Palisades for thirty-six miles up the stream, and on the next
day they went twenty leagues higher. After that the way became more diffi-
cult, the vessel grounding occasionally on mudbanks or in sandy shallows. On
the 18h Hudson made a visit ashore. He came to the habitation of an old
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chief, which was a circular house with an arched roof covered with bark. The
chief had a feast prepared in his honor, and the menu included freshly killed
pigeons and a fat dog, roasted; but the explorer does not say that he partook
of the last-mentioned item of the meal. He was much impressed by the large
supplies and excellent quality of vegetable products he saw about the chief’s
house, and the richness of the soil thereabout, which he declared was the most
fertile he had ever seen.

September 19 was a fair, hot day. A run of two leagues was made, and
then the voyagers put in their time trading with the Indians, from whom they
purchased, at trifling cost, valuable beaver and otter skins; and these trans-
actions were among the most interesting items of the report of the expedition
made to its commercial promoters in Amsterdam. On the 2oth the boat was
sent ahead to make soundings and on the following day some of the chief men
among the natives were invited to the Half-Moon, were taken into the cabin
and treated to wine and aqua vitae, so that one of them became drunk, which
was a new experience with these people. The story of this introduction of
“fire-water” passed into a legend with the Indian people. On the 22d twenty-
seven miles were made; but the stream was getting shallower and narrower
and the hope that this might prove to be a strait between two oceans had to
be abandoned. '

The descent of the river was begun on the 23d, and took about as much
time as the ascent. On the 24th some of the men went ashore and gathered
a good supply of chestnuts. The magnificent forest attracted attention on the
two days following and several specimen logs were taken aboard as evidence
of the richness of the country in shipbuilding timbers. On the 27th the Half-
Moon stuck upon a muddy bank in the vicinity of Newburg. Contrary
winds made progress slow, but finally a good day’s run took them out of the
Highlands channel on October 1. Late in that day an Indian was caught
stealing. He climbed by the rudder to the cabin window and stole out Juet's
pillow, two shirts and two bandoleers. The master’s mate shot the Indian,
killing him; the ship’s boat was manned and sent to recover the stolen goods.
The Indians swam out to the boat and one of them tried to upset it. The
cook took a sword and cut off one of the Indian’s hands, and he was drowned.
The next day, at a point seven leagues further down the river, an Indian who
had been kidnaped on the upward journey but had escaped, came to seek his
revenge, with companions. They made an attack on the ship’s company with
bows and arrows, which fell harmless to the deck. The crew answered with a
volley from six muskets, which killed two or three natives. Then about a
hundred Indians came to a point of land to shoot at the crew again, but Juet,
firing from a falcon (small cannon), killed two of them and the others fled.
The Indians manned a canoe to return to the attack. When it came within
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range Juet leveled another falcon, which shot through the canoe, sinking it,
and several of the Indians struggling in the water were killed by another dis-
charge of muskets.

Six miles below the scene of this encounter the Half-Moon anchored at a
point about opposite the Elysian Fields of Hoboken, for Juet speaks of its
being off a cliff “that looks of the color of white-green, on that side of the
river which is called ‘Manna-hata.”” As October 3 was a stormy day, there
was trouble with the anchorage, but they remained in safety in the Upper Bay,
and October 4 dawned fair, with a favorable wind. The Half-Moon cleared
the Narrows, and steered a course direct to Europe, being the first direct packet
from the port of New York. Some of Hudson’s officers favored wintering in
Newfoundland and making a dash through Davis’ Strait to India in the fol-
lowing spring; but Hudson feared that a mutiny might occur unless he steered
the ship homeward. November 7, 1609, the Half-Moon arrived in Dart-
mouth, and when the English authorities found that this Dutch vessel had an
English captain they detained the ship in that harbor. After some delay Hud-
son was permitted to send his reports to the Dutch East India Company in the
spring of 1610, and the Half-Moon was released and arrived in Amsterdam
in July, 1610; but it is thought that Hudson was not permitted to go there, as
there is no record of his having done so before April, 1610, when he left Eng-
land in behalf of an association of English gentlemen to search for a North-
west Passage.

On June 10 he reached the strait which bears his name and from there
passed into the bay which has also been named for him; and spent three
months in exploring its coasts and islands. Early in November his vessel was
frozen in. A winter of great suffering, with a scant supply of provisions fol-
lowed, and serious dissensions occurred. In June, 1611, the mutineers seized
and bound Hudson, his son, and seven others of the ship’s company, put them
into a small boat and set them adrift, never to be heard from again. A few of
the survivors of those on board the ship finally reached England.

Thus ended the career of Henry Hudson, who in four years of heroic
adventure had made a place for himself on the world’s roll of fame, and had
rendered important service to commerce by finding and describing the site of
what, in three hundred years, has become the second largest city in the world
and is probably destined to become the first.
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UNITED NEW NETHERLAND COMPANY
EARLY DUTCH COMMERCE WITH THE INDIANS

The directors of the Dutch East India Company were disappointed at the
failure of Hudson and the Half-Moon to achieve the precise object of his
journey. This was because their charter limited their operations to the East
Indies, and they were officially unable to take advantage of the discoveries made
by Hudson on the eastern coast of America, their charter expressly forbidding
them to take part in commerce with the coasts and countries bordering on the
Atlantic.

But the report of Henry Hudson bore fruit in Amsterdam. An organi-
zation of merchants was formed, and they dispatched a vessel, under command
of the Dutch mate of the Half-Moon, and part of her crew shipped for this
second voyage. A cargo of cheap and inexpensive articles was taken for the
purposes of trade, and a fine return cargo of beaver and other furs was secured.
The eminent success of this enterprise led to other adventures, and in 1612 the
association dispatched two vessels, the Fortune and the Tiger, on a trading
voyage to the Mauritius River, as the present Hudson River had been named,
after Count Maurice of Nassau, the Stadtholder of the Republic of the United
Netherlands. These vessels were commanded by Hendrick Christiaensen and
Adriaen Block, and in 1613 or 1614, three other vessels, under Captains Vol-
kertsen, DeWitt and Mey made successful transatlantic voyages with valuable
commercial results. Christiaensen and DBlock, upon their return to Hol-
land, brought with them, besides their cargo of furs, two sons of chiefs; and
the exhibition in Amsterdam of these two Indians, to whom the names of
Valentine and Orson were given, stimulated interest in America throughout
the Netherlands.

Christiaensen and Block returned with the two Indians, and continued in
the trade, and decided that it would be well to place it upon a more permanent
basis by one of them remaining in America. So several rude houses of boards,
roofed with bark, were built at a spot said to be the site of 29 Broadway. From
this headquarters Christiaensen would make visits to all favorable points in the
surrounding country. Some early English accounts contain a story, now
regarded as fictitious, to the effect that in November, 1613, Manhattan Island
was visited by an armed English vessel. Because of John Cabot’s coasting
voyage in 1497, the English claimed all of North America between Florida and
Canada, and after the French had made settlements on the Bay of Fundy, Cap-
tain Samuel Argall was sent from Virginia with a squadron of three armed
ships to dislodge them. This was easily accomplished, as his force was over-
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whelming; and the ships sailed for a return to Virginia, November g, 1613.
Some days afterward the vessels were separated by a gale. One of them
foundered, the second was driven eastward, reaching the Azores and thence
sailed to England, and the other, commanded by Captain Argall himself, seek-
ing shelter from the storm, is said to have found its way into New York Bay,
where, the story goes, Captain Argall thought he had discovered a magnificent
harbor and country for his government. When he found, however, that it was
a Dutch trading post, he was much incensed. Finding Christiaensen, he made
known the claim of England to sovereignty, and giving Christiaensen the alter-
native of paying tribute or submitting to the destruction of his business and
property, the Dutchman promised to pay the tribute, and Captain Argall went
back to Virginia satisfied that he had established England’s right to this part
of America. In the maps of America made about this time and for the
remainder of the Seventeenth Century, those of English origin mark the entire
region between Florida and Canada, “New England,” while on the Dutch
maps the region north of Virginia is marked “New Netherland.”

The story of Captain Argall’s claim has been doubted by most historians,
and is now generally discredited, though some writers, chiefly English, have
insisted on its truth; but whatever may be the facts in the matter, there was
no halt in the operations of the Dutch traders on Manhattan Island. Chris-
tiaensen extended his operations, went up with his ship Fortune to a point
near the junction of the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers and there built a stock-
ade and rude fort, which he called Fort Nassau, after Maurice, Count of Nas-
sau, who had already been honored in the naming of the River Mauritius, now
the Hudson River, which had been first named by Hudson, the Groot (or
Great) River. Christiaensen and his men equipped Fort Nassau with two
cannon and eleven swivel guns, left it under guard of ten or twelve men, headed
by Jacob Eelkins, and returned to his trading post in Manhattan. Only a short
time afterward Christiaensen was killed by Orson, one of the Indians whom
he had taken to Holland, and Orson was shot on the spot by one of Christiaen-
sen’s men.

While Christiaensen was building Fort Nassau, Adriaen Block, in Man-
hattan, had the misfortune to lose his vessel, the Tiger, which was anchored in
the Bay, by fire. But Block and his men did not permit this loss to discourage
them. They were poorly equipped for tools, but timber was plentiful and they
set to work to build a vesssel, and by the spring of 1614 they had built the
Onrust, or Restless; a handsome craft 38 feet keel, 4415 feet over all, 11 feet
beam and sixteen tons burden; the first vessel built in the port of New York.
When this vessel was finished Block started with it to explore the surrounding
waters, and went to many places then inaccessible to larger vessels. First of
all he passed through Hell Gate, a name then given to the entire East River,
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and was the first European navigator to enter Long Island Sound. He coasted
along its northern shore, entered New Haven Inlet, sailed into the Connecticut
River, which he named Fresh Water River; and then discovering again the
three-cornered island mentioned in Verrazano’s “Letter,” he gave it his own
name, and it is still known as Block Island. Eastward he went, entering Nar-
ragansett Bay, which he named the Bay of Nassau. He doubled Cape Cod,
and proceeded as far as Salem Harbor, then turned about and made for Man-
hattan.

On the way he encountered the Fortune, which had been Christiaensen’s
vessel, now commanded by Cornelis Hendricksen, and on its way to Amster-
dam with a cargo, and learned of his partner’s fate. Block transferred Hen-
dricksen to command of the Onrust, and himself took charge of the Fortune,
with which he went direct to Holland, and after that never, so far as any known
record shows, returned to the New Netherlands. He was afterward in the
service of the Northern Company and the last mention of him is in the capacity
of commander of a whaling fleet for that company in 1624.

In March, 1614, the States-General published a decree in the form of a
General Charter for Those Who Discover New Passages, Havens, Countries or
Places, offering to give to such discoverers a temporary monopoly of trade;
providing that within fourteen days after return from such exploring voyage
the discoverer should make a detailed report of his discovery. Adriaen Block
arrived, probably, early in October, and October 11, 1614, he appeared before
the Assembly of the States-General and told the story of his voyage in the
Onrust through Hell Gate and Long Island Sound; demonstrating the insu-
larity of Long Island and thus establishing his claim as discoverer of a “new
passage,” and the discovery of New Haven Inlet and Fresh Water River. He
also, for the association of merchants with which he was connected, told of the
explorations of Captain Cornelis Jacobsen Mey, or May, who had not only
explored the south coast of Long Island, and the Atlantic Coast eastward and
northward to Martha's Vineyard, but had also gone south to Delaware Bay and
bestowed his own name on its northern cape. Captain Block’s statements were
effective, in combination with those of other skippers, in securing the charter for
the merchants associated with them, as The United New Netherland Company.

The charter runs in favor of “Gerrit Jacobz Witssen (ex-burgomaster of
the city of Amsterdam), Jonas Witssen, and Simon Morrisen, owners of the
ship Little Fox, of which Jan DeWitt was skipper; Hans Hongers, Paulus
Pelgrom, and Lambrecht van Tweenhuysen, owners of the two ships called the
Tiger and the Fortune, of which Adriaen Block and Hendrick Christiaensen
were skippers; Arnolt van Lybergen, Wessel Schenck, Hans Claessen, and
Barent Sweertsen, owners of the ship called the Nightingale, whereof Thys
Volckertsen was skipper, merchants of the city of Amsterdam; and Peter Clem-
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entsen Brouwer, John Clementsen Kies and Cornelis Volckertsen, merchants of
the city of Hoorn, owners of the ship called the Fortune, whereof Cornelis
Jacobsen May was skipper, all now united into one company,” and reciting
the publication of their general charter of the preceding March, conferred
upon the company the privilege of exclusive trade for four vovages within the
term of three years with “the new lands between New France and Virginia,
the sea-coasts of which lie between the 4oth and 45th degrees, north latitude,
now named New Netherland,” this being the first official designation of the
country by that name.

The Indians of America, east of the Mississippi, were of two great divi-
sions, but of numerous “nations” or tribes. Near the coast they were of the
Algonquin stock, which was also dominant in the region of the St. Lawrence
River. To this stock belonged the natives of the seaboard section including
the site of the present Greater City of New York, among whom were the
Indians who fought Hudson on his return from his up-river trip. To this
grand division belonged all the “IWapanachki or Men of the East,” the Hurons
of the Canadian region, the Lenni-Lenape, west of the Hudson, and the
Mohican Suzanoys and others east of it. - The subtribe on the Jersey side was
that of the Sanlitkans, while on the east side, in a district now comprising the
boroughs of Manhattan and Bronx and some adjacent territory, were the Reck-
gawawanes, a subtribe of the Lewanoys, and on Long Island were the Matou-
wacks (or Montauks), and those seen by Hudson in Newark Bay were the
Raritans; the two last-named being subtribes or chieftaincies of the Lenni-
Lenape.

Up the river, Hudson and the later explorers found tribes of the Meng-
wes, better known as the Iroquois, or Five Nations (Mohawks, Oneidas,
Senecas, Cayugas and Onondagas), afterward augmented to Six Nations by
admission of the Tuscaroras. They were a warlike and powerful people, with
whom the tribes to the east were unable to cope.

Right here it may be well to say that the name “Manhattan” as applied
to the natives of either the territory in the present city, or any others, is a
misnomer. Hudson’s report speaks of “that side of the river called Manna-
hata.” Edward Manning Ruttenber, in a chapter contributed to the excellent
Memorial History of New York (edited by James Grant Wilson) discusses
the derivation of the word “Manna-hata” from its Algonquin origin, and
finds that its root syllables mean noble and beautiful landscape or object, or
something of similar import, and thus represents an exclamation or eulogistic
expression. The names, in various forms of spelling, of ‘“Manhattans,”
“Manhattze,” “Manatthanes,” etc., as applied to the natives of this region
were of Dutch and not native origin. Yet the name persisted in spite of lin-
guistic and ethnological inaccuracy and is constantly used by the earlier
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authorities, including some who have wasted much energy and ingenuity to
give a philological reason for the name.

Of the various local subtribes the Montauks of Long Island were the
finest physical specimens and the handsomest in their attire, as is attested by
Verrazano's letter of 1524. Hudson writes of them that “many of the people
came on board, some in mantles of feathers and some in skins of divers sorts
of good furs;” and the early Dutch accounts of the native people of the region
are full of admiration of the virile attractiveness of the men and the beauty of
the women. The men were broad-shouldered, full-chested, slender-waisted and
had well-formed, symmetrical limbs, black hair and eyes, snow-white teeth, and
a mild and pleasant expression. The graceful and pleasing appearance, and
the modest demeanor of the women is mentioned by all the early accounts.

Both sexes of the Indians were chaste in their lives, clean in their con-
versation, hospitable in their treatment of each other and of strangers and
visitors. Their lives were simple and healthful, and they had few diseases.
One of the Dutch writers comments on the “grossness™ of their food, because
he says “they drank water; having no other beverage.” If they had never
changed their habits in this respect they would have taken a much better place
in the pages of modern history. They ate the flesh of all kinds of fish and
game, baking it in hot ashes; their bread was made of Indian corn and baked
in the same way. They also cultivated and used several kinds of beans,
squashes and other garden products. The men were hunters, fishermen and
soldiers. The women did the gardening, and made the clothing of skins, the
mats, and the ornaments wherewith they arrayed themselves and the men and
children of their families, displaying great skill and excellent taste in artistic
adornment; while in the care of their homes they were industrious and faith-
ful workers. If ever there was a suffragette agitation among these early res-
idents of Manhattan, it had won its fight before the coming of the white men,
for women had a full share in tribal government.

These Indians of the coast held an important economic and fiscal posi-
tion, for theirs were the mint and treasury of the Indian world. In other
words, they made the circulating medium, made of two kinds of shells; the
white beads called “wampum” being made from the little pillars found inside
the conch shells thrown up by the waves semi-annually, and the more precious
black beads, called sucki, made from the purple layer inside the shell of the
quahoug. The parity of this double-standard currency was long maintained
at a ratio of two to one, and the Dutch and English settlers of New Nether-
lands and New England having only a very small supply of European cur-
rency, adopted this circulating medium, establishing an exchange value of
three purple or black beads or six white beads as the equivalent of a Dutch
stiver or an English penny.
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The natives lived in long narrow houses about twenty feet wide and often
more than one hundred and fifty yards long, the walls formed of tall and
supple hickory saplings driven into the ground at convenient intervals on both
sides and arched together at the top and made fast. The sides and roof
were covered with a kind of primitive lathing made fast to the poles and the
whole was covered with bark. This long structure was made to accommodate
many families, sometimes fourteen to eighteen. One fire in the centre served
them all, a hole being left in the roof for the escape of the smoke. As to
household furniture, there were no bureaus, tables, chairs, buffets, wardrobes
or bedsteads; but each family had its allotted section of the house and its own
mats upon which to enjoy the comforts of home. Several of these houses
would be erected in some convenient opening in the woods or the side of a
hill, near a stream or spring, and the village would be surrounded by a stock-
ade as a defense against attack from without.

In war they used as weapons the bow and arrows, tipped with flint, or,
occasionally, with copper; spears similarly tipped, stone hatchets, and war
clubs; while a primitive shield of tough leather was used for protective
purposes. The face was painted in many colors, and their warfare was con-
ducted most vigorously.

Their government was democratic. Every man and woman had a voice
in it. Each subtribe had its chief, who had a council composed of experienced
warriors and aged fathers of families. The larger organization of tribes was
governed in a similar manner, with a tribal chief, and counselors chosen from
the chiefs of the subtribes. Above this was an organization of the nation,
headed by a king or sagamore, whose counselors were selected by the coun-
selors and chiefs of tribes. In case of assault or murder, the injured family
had the right to judge and to punish, or could accept anything that satisfied
them in settlement of the offense or grant a pardon if they decided to do so.

There was a religion which was in essence the same with all of these
tribes. They believed in a God who lived beyond the stars, and a life beyond,
where they would continue a life similar to that passed on this earth; but
their principal concern in a supernatural way was about the Evil Spirit, who
had to be appeased before any success could be secured. They had a good
deal of astronomy mixed up with their religion, the various constellations
having much to do with their success in life, and the stars and the moon con-
trolled their destiny and ruled over their fortune.

In a general way these matters of description apply not only to the
various tribes and chieftiancies whom the Dutch grouped together under the
name of “the Manhattans,” but also to the more warlike and aggressive Iro-
quois. The Five Nations had so overawed these tribes that they willingly
paid tribute rather than further contend against the Iroquois. The northern

3
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branch of the Algonquin stock, the Hurons of the Canadian country, had
never reached the state of subjection to the Five Nations as had the Mohic-
ans, the Lenni-Lenape and their congenor tribes, but still had been worsted in
many encounters; but after the coming of the French to Canada, the Hurons
had made an alliance with the white men, and a few Europeans who under
Champlain had marched with the Huron warriors against the Five Nations
had spread sudden death and destruction by a weapon which the Iroquois had

never seen, to the complete surprise and discomfiture of the hitherto victorious
Five Nations.

INDIANS BRINGING TRIBUTE
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PIONEER WORK IN NEW, NETHERLAND
EARLY SETTLEMENT ON MANHATTAN ISLAND

After the charter of the United New Netherland Company expired, sev-
eral attempts were made to extend its monopoly of trade by a renewal of the
grant from the States-General. The individual merchants who composed the
company continued to control most of the commerce to Manhattan, although
no attempt was made to obstruct or interfere with the other merchants and
associations engaged in the trade. Up the river, Fort Nassau continued to be
the centre from which a dozen or more Dutch traders pushed their opportu-
nities for securing furs, which, from time to time, they sent down the river
to Manhattan to be shipped to Holland.

The trade to New Netherland assumed such proportions as to become a
much-coveted prize, for a monopoly of which various parties were contending.
The Dutch East India Company was the model upon which it was hoped to
found a new West India Company with a similar valuable monopoly in
America, the agitation for which had begun in 1604. For such a monopoly
there were several aspirants, among whom one of the most notable was a com-
pany headed by Henry Eelkens, who was a relative of that Jacob Eelkens who
had charge of the trading post at Fort Nassau, on North River, as the “Groot
River” of Hudson had come to be called, the name ‘“Mauritius” lasting only
a few years.

The United New Netherland Company’s charter having lapsed by limita-
tion, each ship dispatched from Holland required the special permission of the
authorities. Such permission was obtained by Henry Eelkens and associates
in October, 1618, for a voyage of the ship Schilt (Shield), from Amster-
dam to the North River. Cornelis Jacobsen May, whose former adventure in
the ship Fortune, in 1615, has already been noted,, made another voyage in
August, 1620, in the ship Glad Tidings to the James River in Virginia. He
seems to have mixed up this voyage with his former one to the Delaware Bay
region in a report and claim which he made for a charter based on the dis-
covery of new countries, under the general charter of March, 1614, one of the
provisions of which was that such a discovery should be reported within four-
teen days from the discoverer’s return to Holland. Henry Eelkens made a
vigorous opposition to the application of May’s principals for a charter, and
withstood the efforts of the States-General to reconcile the opposing factions,
and the charter was refused. This contention had considerable effect in
bringing to a head the movement for a charter for a national association, which
was granted and executed June 3, 1621, to the “West India Company.”
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Meanwhile the directors of the United New Netherland Company, who
continued in the trade with the North River, had become convinced that the
future success of New Netherland must depend upon colonization. The Dutch
did not readily respond to any project which involved permanent expatriation,
and the desire of the directors for colonists seemed unlikely to be gratified so
far as the Hollanders themselves were concerned. John Robinson and his
flock of English Nonconformists, because of their views on church govern-
ment, had been compelled to leave England rather than submit themselves to
the intolerant demands of conformity on the part of the State Church, enforced
by the crown. They had settled in Leyden, four hundred families strong,
and under the liberal policy of the Dutch government they had perfect liberty
of conscience. They were, however, English in their habits and ideas, and
though enjoying religious liberty, still found their surroundings in many
respects uncongenial. Believing in congregational independency, they were
not much more sympathetic with the Presbyterianism of the Dutch Reformed
Church than the Episcopalianism of the Church of England. They desired
some place of settlement where they had not only liberty, but power; and
where they might remove their children from contact or possible sympathy
with any antagonistic ecclesiastical ideas. '

During their twelve years in Holland John Robinson and his people had
frequently turned their attention to the -possibilities of America as a final
haven and home. They had several times attempted to arrange with the
London Company and the Plymouth Company, but found no inducement in
that direction. Then they came in touch with the United New Netherland
Company, which promised them, if the consent of the States-General could be
secured, to give them free transportation to New Netherland, and to furnish
every family with a sufficient number of cattle for its needs. The company
wanted the approval of the States-General because of the hostility of King
James and his government to these religious refugees. The States-General
had been made aware of this hostility several times through the British
Embassy at The Hague, and the liberality of the Dutch government in har-
boring the Pilgrims was very distasteful to James.

Another matter which entered into the deliberations of the States-General
was a political one. The English claim which afterward appeared in several
printed volumes, had already been advanced, in all probability, in diplomacy,
to the effect that because Henry Hudson was an Englishman, the country
claimed by the Dutch as New Netherland was, in fact, English soil. If the
story of Argall’s demand at Manhattan be true, it was doubtless known to the
Dutch government. Therefore the States-General, to keep out of complica-
tions, declined the request of the New Netherland directors, and refused to
permit the Pilgrims to colonize Manhattan. Only a short time afterward
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about half of the Pilgrims at Leyden sailed on the Speedwell, from Delfshaven,
and the same year began at Plymouth Rock the colonization of New England.

Several voyages were licensed by the States-General in 1620 and 1621,
not only to the Mauritius or North River, but also to the South River (now
Delaware River) which Cornelis Hendricksen had visited several years before.
This activity was accentuated by the chartering of the Dutch West India
Company into a definite claim of sovereignty over a three-hundred mile strip
between the northern and southern English settlements. Therefore Sir Dudley
Carleton, ambassador of James I at The Hague, exchanged various communica-
tions and finally, in February, 1622, addressed a formal communication, in
French, protesting against the continuance of Dutch trade, or the planting of
Dutch colonies in the region in which the title of King James I was, said the
address, “notorious to every one.” It concluded with the statement that the
king had commanded him to apply to the States-General and to require of
them in the king’s name that the six or eight ships now ready to sail for the
country in question should be detained and that further prosecution of the
colonial enterprise should be forbidden.

It was only a month or two after this protest that occurred the most
important movement so far made toward peopling the new colony. There
were located in Amsterdam a community of Protestant Walloons, or natives
of the southern provinces of Belgium. In their native provinces they had
been subjected to persecution for their Protestant principles, and for that
reason they had settled in Holland; becoming identified with the Dutch church
and in every way reputable citizens of Amsterdam. These Walloons, though
having few of the reasons for desiring to emigrate which impelled the Pil-
grims to leave the Netherlands for the rocky coast of Massachusetts, were
not restrained by the ties of birth from leaving their adopted home in
Amsterdam for another in New Netherland. Therefore they made applica-
tion to the States of Holland for leave to go and settle in New Netherland.
The application was referred to the Dutch West India Company, and the
Amsterdam Chamber, which was probably the only one that then had its capi-
tal fully subscribed, took up the matter. After about eleven months of nego-
tiation and preparation, fifty or sixty families embarked on the ship New
Netherland, of two hundred and sixty tons burden, in March, 1623, under
command of Cornelison May, appointed by the Amsterdam Chamber to be
captain of New Netherland. The vessel arrived off Manhattan Island in May
following. The ship went up the river to the mouth of the Tawasentha River,
where the small Fort Nassau was located; but as it was thought desirable to
build a larger fort for the protection of the new colony, a site four miles up
the river was chosen, where Fort Orange was built at what is now the prin-
cipal business section of Albany. Adriaen Joris was left in charge of this set-
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tlement with eighteen Walloon families, and as Joris was a sea captain likely
to be away at intervals on voyages to Holland, Daniel Kriekenbeeck was des-
ignated to command the fort and colony in his absence.

Jacob Eelkens, who had been in charge of Fort Nassau since it was
established in 1614, had, on one of his numerous trading expeditions gone
over to the Connecticut Valley. He seized Seguin, an Indian chief, and took
him to the fort, and he demanded more than a hundred fathoms of wampum
for the sachem’s ransom—a most exorbitant demand. The Indians paid the
price, but for a long time were suspicious of all Dutch traders, with the result
of a decided slump in the fur trade. One immediate consequence was the
dismissal of Eelkens from the service of the Dutch West India Company.

Captain May in the same year went down the river in the New Nether-
land. A few families were left on Manhattan Island, and the ship was taken
down the coast to the South (or Dela-
ware) River, where on Timmer's Kill,
near the site of the present town of
Gloucester, New Jersey, he built a fort,
which he named Fort Nassau, about
four miles south of Philadelphia. In
June, 1623, the West India Company
having been fully organized, there
sailed under its auspices an expedition
of three ships, the Orange Tree, the
Eagle, and the Love, which all brought
over more Walloon families, some for
the settlements on the North River and
the others for Fort Nassau on South
River.

In this same year of 1623 the
States-General gave provincial status to
New Netherland by granting it a seal
with the device of a shield, bearing a beaver, proper, surmounted by a count’s
coronet and surrounded by the words “Sigillum Novi Belgit.”

The term of Cornelis May having expired in 1624, William Verhulst was
appointed director of New Netherland for the term of one year. He had his
headquarters on the Delaware River, and there is no record of his having
visited Manhattan. It was during his administration that more than one
hundred head of cattle were sent over to the settlement at Manhattan. In
1625, William Verhulst's term expired, and in December, 1625, Peter Minuit
was appointed Director-General of the Province of New Netherland.

COUNCIL OF TAWASENTHA, 1617
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THE WEST INDIA COMPANY AND PETER MINUIT
THE FIRST DIRECTOR-GENERAL
OF NEW NETHERLAND

New Netherland was founded by merchants and traders, and throughout
the history of that colony and the city of New York, which grew out of it,

the commercial interest has been paramount. Although at the time of the
coming of Peter Minuit, in 1626, the permanent settlement of Manhattan by

the Netherlanders had been decreed by the Dutch West India Company, that
organization had little care for political or civic theories. The company was
composed of merchants who were after trade, and it was in order to help that
trade and give it stability that the colonial project had been formulated.

The Dutch had less incentive to emigrate, at that time, than the people of
any other European nation. The religious intolerence which had driven the
Puritans to New England and was later to drive the Quakers to Pennsylvania
and the Catholics to Maryland, had been banished from the Netherlands, which
had achieved such a high degree of civil and religious liberty that every man,
whether Jew or Gentile, Protestant or Catholic, or of whatever denomination,
was free to follow his conscience as to the mode of worship he desired.

The peopling of Manhattan was, therefore, slow work. To travel four
thousand miles by the slow and tedious methods of the beginning of the
Seventeenth Century, with many discomforts and privations, and with poor and
scanty fare, for a period of four or five months, was not the kind of thing to
attract people from a free and prosperous land such as Holland was at that
period. Even when the voyage was concluded there was not much in the
pioneering life to allure people from such sober, comfortable and orderly homes
as those of these Hollanders.

Reports which came from New Netherland told of many privations and
a scarcity of food, “beans and gray peas” being mentioned as the daily diet
of the settlers. Cultivation of the soil was only possible upon a very small
scale, because the horses and cattle of the colony were very few in number, and
for the same reason milk, butter and cheese were only obtainable by a few.
Under all the circumstances it is not wonderful the emigrants were few while
the country was so little developed, for the inducements were insufficient.

Peter Minuit, the first director-general of New Netherland, embarked in
the ship Sea Mew, from Amsterdam, December 19, 1625. The endeavor to
start the voyage was, however, blocked by ice, and the Texel Channel was
not cleared until January 9, 1626, from which time the voyage was made slowly
until the final arrival at Manhattan Island, May 4, 1626. With Minuit on
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the Sea Mew were the members of his council, Peter Bylvelt, Jacob
Elbertsen Wissinck, John Jansen Brouwer, Simon Dircksen Pos, and
Reymert Harmensen.

The first act of Peter Minuit and his council was to buy Manhattan
from the Indians. The usual method with Europeans in dealing with the
nations was to look for what was wanted, and take it. The Dutch method,
as exemplified by Minuit and his associates, was the commercial one. The
sale was officially reported to the Dutch West India Company and by that
company to the States-General as having been made for the value of sixty
guilders ($24) and that the land conveyed covered eleven thousand morgens,
or about 23,100 acres, the Dutch “morgen” being equal to two and one-
tenth acres. :

The price was not paid in money, which would not have attracted the
Indians at all, but in beads, baubles and ornaments of various kinds, and
bright colored cloths, of which a vast quantity could be bought in Amsterdam
for sixty guilders, and doubtless, both in quantity and quality the consider-
ation seemed adequate to these “wild-men” as they were named in the report
of the sale. There was no writing connected with the sale, but the Indians
received the goods, and the scttlers entered into possession of the ceded lands.

Besides the director-general and his council there arrived on the Sea Mew,
Isaac de Rasiéres, Secretary of New Netherland; and the other official, who
arrived in July, 1626, was Jan Lampe (or Lampo), who was Schout-fiscal;
whose duties comprised not only those now performed by a sheriff, but also
that of counsel, both for the prosecution and the defense, in criminal cases.
Another important arrival on the Sea Mew was Kryn Fredericke, a military
engineer, who set to work at once, with the aid of the inmates, to build Fort
Amsterdam, the walls of which were at first built of earth and faced with sods,
but in 1628, before the fort was finished, the walls were strengthened by
strong masonry.

Although twenty-four large quarto volumes of documents relative to the
history of New York have been collated by Messrs. Brodhead and
O’Callaghan and published by the State, there is a singular paucity of archives
relating to the administration of the first director-general of New Netherland.
So few were these that for a long time some even questioned the fact that
such a dignitary ever held charge of the destinies of New Netherland. One
reason for the scarcity of documents, is the action of a thrifty official of The
Hague, who about ninety years ago, finding the place encumbered with what
he thought useless documents, sold mo-e than a ton of the West India Com-
pany’s oldest papers, in an auction sale of waste paper. Documents have been
found, however, in private hands, which sufficiently establish a place in Man-
hattan’s history for Peter Minuit. One of these is a document signed by
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Minuit conveying a part of the patroonship on the Delaware. Besides this
document found by Mr. Brodhead, there are two others, discovered in 1889
by General James Grant Wilson in possession of Admiral Van Rensselaer
Bowier, in Amsterdam. These comprise a contract made with Indians in
behalf of Kiliaen van Rensselaer of part of the patroonship of Rensselaers-
wyck, near Albany, and a deed in pursuance of that contract made to Van
Rensselaer, signed by “Peter Minuit, Director” and by the five councilmen
before enumerated, attested by Lenaert Cole, vice secretary (in the absence of
the secretary) and Jan Lampe, schout.

In the year following his arrival, Director-General Minuit sent
greetings to Governor William Bradford of New Plymouth Colony. To
his letters Governor Bradford replied, recalling the Pilgrims’ gratitude to the
people of the Netherlands for kindness to them when living with freedom and
contentment in that country. He '
states, however, that the country
where they had settled was Eng-
land’s by first right, and while
disclaiming any intention on his
own part to interfere, he warned
him of possible trouble with the
Virginians or with English fish-
ing vessels. In Minuit's reply
he declared to Governor Brad-
ford, that there was no doubt as
to the right of the Dutch to New Built gyﬂgﬂgf'ﬁnﬂﬁﬁ. 1626
Netherland, declaring that they
had been there “twenty-six or twenty-seven years;’ although he doubtless
meant sixteen or seventeen. Further personal communications were sent in
August, by Director Minuit to Governor Bradford, by the hand of John Jacob-
sen, Captain of the Drei Koningen or Three Kings, and afterward by De
Rasiéres, the provincial secretary, who was, next to the director-general, the
principal officer of the province. De Rasiéres was received at New Plymouth
“with distinction, was honorably attended with the noise of trumpets, and pleas-
ant relations between the two colonies continued for some time.

The up-river settlement around Fort Orange (now Albany) had its
troubles. The surrounding Indian tribes fought among themselves and some
of the settlers, interfering in the quarrel, lost their lives; so Director-General
Minuit ordered all the families of that settlement to come to Manhattan,
which they did, and, according to Brodhead, a similar order was, for some
undisclosed reason, made to the colonists at Fort Nassau, and they also came
to the island. A garrison of men was left at Fort Orange, but Fort Nassau
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was abandoned. As a consequence of these orders, by far the larger part
of the population of New Netherland was concentrated, in 1628, on Man-
hattan Island, in the settlement around the still incomplete Fort Amsterdam,
and this settlement numbered just two hundred and seventy souls.

This is not much of a showing. The Virginian settlement had four
thousand, six years before, and New England’s numbers were being rapidly
augmented, but there seemed to be very few of the Dutch people who could
be induced to leave home for the colony. Farmers were anxious for an
influx of farm labor, which would not come; and industries were undeveloped
because there were no mechanics or laborers. In order to get immigrants,
the Dutch West India Company devised a plan modified from the Portuguese
system which had been successfully applied to Madeira, the Azores and
Brazil; which was to give hereditary grants or captaincies to courtiers who
would settle them or improve them. This plan, more highly commercialized,
was adopted in 1629 by the Dutch West India Company with the consent of
the States-General. The beneficiaries were to be “members of the company”
(directors or large shareholders), who would become acknowledged patroons
of New Netherland upon filling certain conditions, the first of which was that
they should within the space of four years undertake to plant a colony in New
Netherland, of fifty souls of adults over fifteen years old; failing which the
grant of patroonship should become ineffective. The grant should include
sixteen miles frontage on one side or eight miles each on both sides of any
river in New Netherland. There was no mention, and therefore, practically
no limitation of the distance backward from the stream which these grants
should take. It was made a condition of the title, that it should be purchased
from the Indians, should be occupied by settlers at the expense of the
patroon, and when these conditions were fulfilled he was to be absolute
owner of all privileges of hunting and fishing on such lands, of the tim-
ber and mineral resources, and could cultivate the soil to any extent he
desired. All products, however, must be sent to the Fatherland, after being
first brought to Manhattan. The patroons might trade anywhere from
Newfoundland to Florida, but all goods received in trade must be taken to
Manhattan to be disposed of. The fur trade was prohibited to the patroons
or their colonists, all beaver, otter, mink, and other peltries being reserved
for the company. The patroons and their settlers were, for the space of ten
vears, to be free from customs dues, taxes, excise and imposts of all kinds
whatsoever, and they were to be protected by the company’s troops and
navies from inland or foreign wars, and aggression. Manhattan Island was
exempted from the territory which might be located by a patroon.

The first patroonships were located by Samuel Bloemart and Samuel
Godyn, merchants of Amsterdam and directors of the company, who secured
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lands extending thirty-two miles along the southwest bank of the Delaware
River and sixteen miles on the northwest shore. These patroons gave their
patent the name of Swanendael or Swan’s Valley. They planted a colony
there, but Fort Nassau had been abandoned, and an Indian uprising occurred,
in which the settlers were exterminated. Kiliaen van Rensselaer secured
lands at Fort Orange. He was a pearl merchant in Amsterdam and a
director of the company, and his patroonship of Rensselaerswyck was the
only one which proved to be a success. Michael Paauw, another director of
the company, planted his colony at Hoboken-Hacking, across the river from
Manhattan Island, which he called after himself in the Latinized form of
Pavonia. He afterward added Staten Island and another colony on the
Jersey side, on the site of the present Jersey City, which he called Ahasimus.
In all these colonies other Amsterdam merchants became interested as
partners.

The patroons soon found that their privileges made them little return.
They were not able to prosecute agriculture to any large extent, and they
were prohibited from the fur trade, which was almost the only really
lucrative activity of the colony. They complained to the company, which
in turn rescinded some of the most important exemptions. An investigation
which followed convinced the States-General that the grants were excessive,
and in other features objectionable; and the upshot of the matter was that
Peter Minuit, who had issued the charters, was recalled. So far as the facts
are known this seems to have been an unjust decision, as on the face of it
he was bound to carry out the provisions of the company’s charter in
relation to these matters. With the director, went the schout-fiscal, Lampe,
early in the year 1632 on the ship Eendrachit (Union), for Holland. The
Eendracht also carried several families of returning colonists, and had a
cargo of five thousand beaver skins. Meeting with contrary winds in the
British Channel, the ship was compelled to take refuge in Plymouth Harbor,
where she was detained by the English authorities on the charge of illegal
traffic in British monopolies. Minuit sent news of the actions of the English
to the Dutch West India Company, and to the ambassador of the States-
General in London. A correspondence ensued, in which the respective claims
of the two countries were set forth.

The English claimed the region under the prior discovery of Cabot,
declaring it to be included in the grant made by James I to the Plymouth
Company; that Henry Hudson was an Englishman, and that his further
exploration of a country originally discovered by an English expedition
vested no right by discovery in his alien employers. The Dutch contended
that there was no previous discovery by Cabot of that section of America; that
the English had failed to occupy it; that Hudson’s was the first discovery
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and that not his nationality, but the flag under which he sailed, fixed the
sovereignty of his discoveries. Furthermore they had followed the discovery
by a return voyage in 1610; by the grant of a trading charter in 1614; and
by the organization of the Dutch West India Company in 1621; and not only
so, but had bought the land from the natives who originally owned it.

The English replied to the latter argument that the Indians were
nomads who were not bona fide owners of the land, and had no right to sell
it. Each nation held to its ground, but internal troubles made the English
hesitate to enforce their claims, and without admitting the Dutch contention
they postponed further action and released the Eendracht. Minuit thus
dropped out of the history of Manhattan. He was again in America,
however, in 1638, planting a Swedish colony on the Delaware River on
behalf of Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden.

The administration of Minuit seems to have been characterized by zeal
and efficiency. It was a time of beginnings, and the settlements in New
Netherland were small, the total population of Fort Amsterdam two hundred
and seventy in 1628, which included the Dutch settlers of Fort Orange who
had been called from there to Fort Amsterdam because of the unsafe
conditions up river where there had been trouble with the Indians.

Several industries were begun upon a primitive scale. There was a
gristmill, operated by horse power, to which a sawmill was added; brick-
making was tried, but proved a failure; but the principal industry aside from
farming was that of cutting timber, of which the supply was greater than
could be utilized in the colony or shipped, with the facilities at hand. There
were two Walloon shipbuilders who had looked with wonder at the tall and
straight timber of the region, and they conceived the idea that it would be a
most profitable thing in itself, besides being a valuable exhibit of the timber
resources of the colony, if a vessel larger than any that then sailed the seas
should be built there and launched. Director Minuit encouraged the project
and insured its success, by guaranteeing a financial backing from the West
India Company, with the result that there was built and launched in the har-
bor of New York, in 1630, the ship New Netherland, said by some authori-
ties to have been of twelve hundred tons burden, but at any rate sufficiently
large to merit the name of “The Great Ship.”

A familiar view of social conditions in Fort Amsterdam during the
administration of Peter Minuit was discovered in 1858 among the archives
of the Classis of Amsterdam, in a letter dated August 11, 1628, from Rev.
Jonas Michaelius, the first regularly ordained clergyman in New Netherland,
to a brother clergyman, Rev. Adrianus Smoutius, of Amsterdam. Another
letter from Michaelius, to Johannes Foreest of Hoorn, was found in 1902. He
went to New Netherland in 1628 with his wife, two little girls, and a boy,
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meeting such hardships and privations that his wife died seven weeks
after his arrival at Fort Amsterdam. Another of the incidents told of
Director Minuit’s administration has been derived from this letter, and from
one written by Isaac de Rasiéres, secretary of the colony.

Before the arrival of Domine Michaelius the religious mterests of the
small settlement had been looked after by two laymen, Bastiaen Janszen
Crol and Jan Huygen, who were what was called Krankenbezoeckers, or
visitors of the sick; and in addition to the duties indicated by their name
they read to the people on Sundays “from texts of Scripture with the creed.”
The meeting place in these earliest days had been over the horse-mill, in “a
spacious room sufficient to accommodate a large congregation,” and above it
a tower, surmounted by church bells captured by the Dutch from the
Spaniards in Porto Rico. Pastor Michaelius at his first service had fully fifty
communicants, Walloons and Dutch, which was a goodly number for a settle-
ment of less than three hundred persons. Because some of the Walloons
understood but little Dutch, the pastor administered the Lord’s Supper to
them in French, and read his sermon in French, not feeling suré enough of
his own French to attempt extempore preaching in that tongue. For elders
of his church, in the organization formed by Michaelius, he had the two
krankenbezoeckers above mentioned, of whom Crol was director of the post
at Fort Orange, and Jan Huygen was the West India Company’s storekeeper,
and a brother-in-law of Governor Minuit, who also served as elder, an office he
had formerly filled in the French or Walloon Church at Wesel. The consistory
formed by these elders with Pastor Michaelius is still alive under the name of
the Consistory of the Collegiate Church of the City of New York, the oldest
organization in America representing the Presbyterian system, and the first
organization of the church now officially known as the Reformed Church in
America, but still in popular speech the “Reformed Dutch Church.”

Director-General Minuit was succeeded as director-general of New
Netherland by Bastiaen Janszen Crol (or Krol), mentioned above, who held
the office until the arrival of Wouter (or Walter) van Twiller in 1633. It
has generally been accepted as history that Van Twiller was the direct suc-
cessor of Peter Minuit in the office, but Mrs. Schuyler van Rensselaer, in her
recently published History of the City of New York in the Seventeenth Cen-
tury, shows conclusively from the Van Rensselaer papers that Crol had been
appointed by the directors of the West India Company to the office, as he him-
self describes it, of “Director-General of New Netherland at Fort Amsterdam
on the island Manhates lying in the mouth of the aforesaid North River
also named Mauritius, and served in this office thirteen months.” It is quite
probable that his was only an ad interim appointment, but he filled the office
for the period named and exercised the executive authority.
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NEW AMSTERDAM UNDER THE ADMINISTRATION
OF DIRECTOR-GENERAL WOUTER VAN TWILLER

Wouter van Twiller, third of the directors-general of New Netherland,
was a nephew of the patroon Kiliaen van Rensselaer. He had been in New
Netherland before, probably in connection with the selection of the lands about
Fort Orange, for his relative, in 1629. When appointed director-general he
sailed for Fort Amsterdam on the ship Soutberg (Salt Mountain), which
reached its destination in April, 1633. Jan van Remund, who had succeeded
De Rasiéres as secretary a year or two before the recall of Peter Minuit, and
had made the complaints which had led to Minuit’s dismissal, was sent back
as secretary, in the Soutberg, with Van Twiller; but part of its former duties
had been separated from that office and were conferred upon Cornelis van
Tienhoven, who came on the same vessel, with the title of Bookkeeper of
Wages. There also came Domine Everardus Bogardus, a clergyman sent by
the company to take the place of Michaelius; and Adam Roelantsen, who
was the first schoolmaster officially sent to Fort Amsterdam, although the
school itself had already been established by Domine Michaelius. This school
has continued to exist ever since, except for the interruption of the Revolu-
tion, and is now known as the School of the Collegiate Reformed Church in
the City of New York. Mrs. Van Rensselaer calls attention to the fact, that
as it was “founded two years before the Boston Latin School, it is the oldest
school in the United States.” The other passengers on the Soutberg included
a company of one hundred and four soldiers, and the four members of Van
Twiller's council—Captain John Jansen Hesse, Martin Gerritsen, Andreas
Hudde and Jacques Bentyn. Conrad Notelman, who had served as schout-
fiscal, or sheriff, under Crol, was retained in that office.

One of the incidents of the voyage of the Soutberg had been the capture
of a Spanish bark, or caravel, laden with sugar.

One of the partners in the patroonship of Swanendael on the South
(Delaware) River was David Pieterz de Vries, of Hoorn, who was an explorer
and mariner of distinction. After the massacre of the first colony on the
South River he had tried to plant another at the same place, first going to the
land and making satisfactory arrangements with the Indians. But he found
settlers shy about going to a place where their predecessors in settlement
had been butchered, and after a visit to Virginia, where he was pleasantly
received by the governor, Sir John Harvey, he sailed north, and anchored off
the island of Manhattan, April 16, 1633, and at once made the acquaintance
of the director-general, Van Twiller, who had arrived a few days before, and
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De Vries stands high as a veracious chronicler, and he tells how Van
Twiller broke out in a rage; but instead of using his forces to intercept the
intruder, he called upon the people of Fort Amsterdam to assemble on the
riverbank just outside the fort, then, ordering a cask of wine to be brought,
he called upon them to drain a bumper to the confusion of The William and
its commander and to the success of the Prince of Orange. However satis-
factory this may have been to Van Twiller, it disgusted De Vries, who had
made several voyages to the East Indies, where similar encroachments of the
English had met a very different reception. He berated Van Twiller for cow-
ardice, and said that had he had the command he would have made Eelkens
obey “by the persuasion of some iron beans sent him from our guns, and
would not have allowed him to go up the river.” He suggested that there
was yet time to defeat the plans of Eelkens. The well-armed Soutberg,
which had brought the director-general from Amsterdam, was still at anchor-
age, and a force of over one hundred soldiers was under his command.
Why not pursue The William and prevent the success of its errand?

Van Twiller, after several days’ deliberation, sent under command of Crol,
the former director-general, a pursuing force up the river, including a part of
the soldiers, but not the man-of-war; the expedition including a pinnace, the
caravel captured by the Soutberg and a hoy. Eelkens had established him-
self on an island near Fort Orange and was carrying on a successful trade
with the Indians. The Fort Orange settlers beat the Indians who came to
trade with Eelkens, so far .as they could catch them, but offered no personal
resistance to Eelkens himself. When the soldiers from Fort Amsterdam
arrived he had collected a large supply of furs, ready to load the vessel. The
soldiers forced Eelkens to stop trading operations, made the English sailors
put the furs on board The William, convoyed . that vessel to Fort Amster-
dam, and when they arrived there Eelkens was made to give up the peltries
and return to England without a cargo.

The owners of The William complained to the English Government and
a claim for damages was made through the Dutch ambassador to the States-
General, by whom it was referred to the West India Company. The whole
matter again came up for argument, the result being a request by the West
India Company that the two governments should amicably settle the dispute
by agreeing upon a boundary line between New Netherland and New Eng-
land. In anticipation of this being done, Van Twiller bought from the Indians
large areas of land, including the tract which now includes the City of Hart-
ford, and other lands within the region claimed by the Dutch by right of dis-
covery. This action met with opposition from the Plymouth and Massachu-
setts colonists, who sent companies to settle on the Connecticut lands. The

details of these disputes, or of those which arose in the South in regard to
4
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English claims to the land occupied by the Dutch on the Delaware have only
an incidental connection with the history of the City of New York. They
were very real and very troublesome to Van Twiller.

The director-general had somewhat improved the settlement, and espe-
cially the fort, which was unfinished at the time of his arrival. This he
repaired and rebuilt, adding one or more stone bastions. Inside the fort, on
what is now Pearl Street between Broad and Whitehall Streets, he built a
wooden church, into which Domine Bogardus’ congregation moved from the
room over the horse-mill; and a house and stable for the Domine; built a
house for the cooper, the smith, and the corporal; another house for the mid-
wife—all of these being servants of the company, and also built a bakery, a
stable for the goats which the Governor of Virginia had sent, and which
increased quite rapidly; and he threw a bridge across the creek which flowed
through the centre of the town. Conrad Notelman, the schout-fiscal, was
superseded in 1634 by Lubbertus van Dincklagen, who was a doctor of laws,
and afterward proved a serious trouble to Director-General Van Twiller.

That official was not a person calculated to build up a new colony to
greatness. He was much addicted to wine, and De Vries, who while trading
much all over New Netherland, made his headquarters at Fort Amsterdam,
has told of many orgies in which Van Twiller took part which ended in
drunken quarrels. He and his companions took care of themselves in the way
of grants, the director taking not only Nut Island, since called Governors
Island, but also several islands in the East River, then called Hell Gate, and
with Andreas Hudde, a councilor; Wolfert Gerritsen, a relative of Councilor
Gerritsen; and the trumpeter at the fort, Jacob van Corlaer, he obtained pos-
session of fifteen thousand acres, now comprised in the town of Flatlands on
Long Island, and later called New Amersfoot by another settler, after the
town in the province of Utrecht, from which he came. The title to the fif-
teen thousand acres was purchased from the Indians, but was not confirmed
by the West India Company, which was not notified of the transaction. In
Manhattan several farms or bouweries were granted to families by Van
Twiller. One of these comprising thirty-one morgens (about sixty acres)
was granted to Roelof Janssen, who with his wife and children, had been sent
out to Rensselaerswyck in 1630. He removed to Manhattan and secured the
grant, which was located in the region north of the company’s Bouwerie No.
1, and south of the swampy ground on which Canal Street was afterward
laid out. He died soon after the grant was made, and his wife, commonly
known as Annetje or Anneke Jans, inherited the farm. She was a daughter
of the official midwife, for whom a house was built at the fort. She did not
remain a widow very long, for Domine Bogardus, who was a widower, mar-
ried her, and the farm was popularly known as the Domine’'s Bouwerie. This
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grant was afterward confirmed to Mrs. Anneke Bogardus by Governor Stuy-
vesant, in 1654, after the shipwreck and death of the Domine, to whom she
had borne four children to add to the familvy of four she had borne her first
husband. After the English captured the province the grant was confirmed
to her heirs, who sold it in 1671 to Colonel Lovelace, though one of the heirs
failed to join in the conveyance. It was then joined to the King's Farm
(formerly known as the Company’s Bouwerie No. 1), adjoining, and with it
was presented in 1703 to Trinity Church. Under the name of “Anneke Jans’
farm” it became the subject of numerous lawsuits in the Eighteenth and
Nineteenth Centuries.

Jacobus van Corlaer, who had obtained the first recorded patent on Long
Island, also received one in the most eastern part of Manhattan, still to be
identified by the name of “Corlaer’s Hook,” which survives, and another it
the fertile flatlands then known as Muscoota, but later by the name of Har-
lem Flats. It was the first plantation in Harlem and.the site of the town of
Harlem founded in later years. ~

Near that Corlaer grant was one settled by Henry and Isaac de Forest,
sons of Jesse de Forest. They came to Fort Amsterdam on the ship Rensse-
laerswyck in 1637, Henry de Forest being mate and supercargo of that ship.
Their lands included part of what is now Mount Morris Park. Henry de
Forest died soon after receiving the land, but Isaac, who became a resident
of New Amsterdam, was the father of fourteen children, and is the progen-
itor of all the American De Forests, among whom many have attained dis-
tinction in New York and elsewhere. In 1638 the De Forest brothers were
joined by their sister and her husband, Jean la Montagne, a French physi-
cian, who was the founder of the well-known La Montagne family of New
York, and who soon after his arrival took a prominent place in the govern-
ment of New Netherland.

Van Twiller appears in the light of history to have been a very incom-
petent governor. He lacked, in the first place, the training for executive
position. His uncle, Kiliaen van Rensselaer, wrote to him frequently, giving
him good advice, but he was neglectful of many things. He seldom reported
to the company, he was too fond of wine, he neglected the buildings he had
erected for the company, cultivated the company’s Bouwerie No. 1 for his own
benefit, used the company’s negroes in the cultivation of his private tobacco
plantation, and used his office to enrich himself.

De Vries makes much of his cowardice with the English ship The William;
but it may have been prudence rather than cowardice which inspired him then,
as he was under explicit instructions from the company to avoid armed con-
flicts with those nations which were at peace with the Netherlands. Van
Twiller on behalf of the company had bought back all of the patroonships in
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New Netherland except that of Rensselaerswyck, which belonged to his uncle,
in whose interests his enemies charged him with exhibiting too much zeal.
Another source of weakness to Van Twiller was his quarrel with Domine
Bogardus. The latter was a very different sort of pastor from Michaelius,
who seemed to have the temperament, as he had the experience to fit him for
the building up of a church in a new place. Bogardus had a violent temper,
and Van Twiller had no special respect for the cloth. Among the complaints
against Van Twiller which reached the company some of the strongest came
from the Domine. Still stronger was the report made by Lubbertus van
Dincklagen, who had succeeded Conrad Notelman as schout-fiscal, to which
office he had brought excellent abilities and legal training. He protested
against the conduct of Van Twiller, who was so incensed that he refused to
pay the salary of the schout-fiscal and finally dismissed him and sent him
back to Holland. This proved to be the undoing of the director, for Van
Dincklagen made complaint against Van Twiller before the States-General.
He was referred backward and forward, but his legal ability enabled him to
compel a hearing and prove his charges, with the result that the directors sent
a letter of recall to Van Twiller, and on September 2, 1637, Wilhelm Kieft was
commissioned his successor. It was several years, however, before Van
Dincklagen collected his salary from the company.

Van Twiller was not without his good points; his dealings with the
Indians were marked by firmness and justice, and he showed in these transac-
tions that he was capable of good administration; but his local official acts and
his personal conduct justify historians in placing him among the most incom-
petent and least honorable of men ever intrusted with important governmental
powers.
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF WILHELM KIEFT
AS DIRECTOR-GENERAL
TROUBLE WITH THE INDIANS

Wilhelm Kieft, the new governor, sailed for New Netherland in Septem-
ber, 1637, but wintered in Bermuda and did not arrive in the colony until
March, 1638. The settlement had come to be called “New Amsterdam”
instead of “Fort Amsterdam,” though the fort remained as the chief feature
of the town. Kieft found the town to be in bad shape. The fort and build-
ings erected by Van Twiller were badly in need of repairs; only one of the
three windmills was in working order; the company’s employees were engaged
in smuggling, and its cattle had been sold to up-river settlers and their lands
had gone out of cultivation; and most of the vessels were leaky or for other
reasons out of commission.

Cornelis van Tienhoven, who had been Bookkeeper of Wages under Van
Twiller, was promoted Koopman or Secretary of the Province. Ulrich
Lupold, who had served as schout-fiscal since Van Dincklagen had been sent
to Holland, continued in that office until the arrival, in 1839, of Cornelis van
der Huyghens, sent out to be schout-fiscal by the company, at which time Kieft
appointed Lupold commissary of stores. Kieft arranged the government of
the province on a more autocratic plan than that followed by his predecessors
in the director-generalship. He was permitted to choose councilors for him-
self, and chose only one, the newly arrived Huguenot physician, Dr. Jean la
Montagne, who had one vote in council, the director-general retaining two
votes.

Van Twiller, though summoned home by the company, did not return to
Holland for more than a year. He leased the company’s Bouwerie No. 1
from Governor Kieft, from whom he also secured a grant of a hundred mor-
gens of land near the Bossen Bouwerie, and leased from Jacobus van Corlaer
his Long Island “flat-lands.” He returned to Holland in 1639, but long
retained his property in New Netherland, where Governor Kieft acted as his
agent.

Domine Bogardus remained at his post in New Amsterdam. Van Dinck-
lagen, in Holland, had taken reports to Amsterdam about Bogardus, not much
more complimentary than those he had carried about Van Twiller. The
Domine wrote to the officials of the Classis of Amsterdam asking leave to go
to the Fatherland to defend himself against the charges of the deposed schout-
fiscal, but the reply came for him to remain at his post, “so that the Church of
God may increase more and more every dav.”
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Prior to the administration of Governor Kieft there are no official records
now existing except a few land patents. The records of the administrations
of Minuit, Crol and Van Twiller were doubtless taken to Amsterdam by the
latter when he sailed thither in 1639; as Kiliaen van Rensselaer in a letter
of that date claimed that Van Twiller had shown all his books and papers to
the directors of the company in disproof of Van Dincklagen’s charges against
him; and an affidavit of Cornelis Melyn tells about getting from Van Twiller,
in 1840, written information with a copy of the deed or bill of sale connected
with the purchase of Staten Island by Governor Minuit. These most ancient
of official papers were possibly included in the waste-paper sale in Amsterdam,
in 1828, of which mention has formerly been made.

The earliest ordinances of Kieft’s council of two, preserved in the State
archives, relate to the traffic in furs, which was forbidden to all free persons
except as the Charter of Freedoms prescribed, while employees of the com-
pany, high and low, were absolutely prohibited from taking any part in the
fur trade, and the selling of guns or ammunition to Indians was declared to
be a capital offense. The ordinances were not only directed against these
manifestly public offenses, but also included regulations against the absence of
sailors from their ships after nightfall; fixing hours for beginning and ceas-
ing daily work and prohibiting idleness and slackness during the working
hours; establishing a passport system, which prohibited all persons from leav-
ing the island without written permission; restricting the liquor traffic; and
ordinances against rebellion, theft, perjury, slander, “carnal intercourse with
heathens, blacks or other persons;’ and establishing an excise and inspection
system for tobacco.

Kieft’s first international complication came in the establishing of a
Swedish settlement on South River by a colony led by Peter Minuit, former
Director-General of New Netherland, and Samuel Blommaert, who had for-
merly claimed a patroonship on Fresh (Connecticut) River, and had been
interested in Swanendael. These Hollanders, in the service of Sweden,
brought a large party of traders and colonists, and built a trading post and
a fort near the present site of Wilmington, Delaware, which he named Chris-
tina, in honor of the Swedish queen. This Swedish colony was successful, and
established a large trade in furs, in spite of the protest of Governor Kieft. As
they did not heed that protest, he appealed to the company, which in turn
made the intrusion of the Swedes into the southern part of New Netherland
known to the States-General; but that body did not feel like offending Swe-
den, and beyond making a protest did nothing. So the Swedish colony of
New Sweden continued and John Prinz became its governor in 1642.

To the north the New Englanders had pushed down to the Connecticut
River region and had established themselves at Hartford, New Haven, and
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elsewhere, and were disputing with the Dutch the possession of the eastern
end of Long Island. Kieft disputed the English advance, step by step, but
was unable to dislodge the intruders; and the English became so numerous in
that region that the States-General did not deem it wise to put much energy
into its diplomatic protests.

The company had spent some time in the endeavor to create a plan for
the further colonization of New Netherland. Several had been formulated
and finally one was promulgated by the company. It was a great improve-
ment as a colonizing programme over the patroon system, which had proved a
failure, except that at Rensselaerswyck, and that had been of little benefit to
any except the patroon. The new charter did away with the company’s
monopoly in the fur trade, permitting any free person to engage in it on condi-
tion of payment of a moderate duty, but retaining a monopoly of transporta-
tion to and from New Netherland. Any inhabitant of the Republic or of a
friendly country might take up lands, and could carry to the colony (though
only in the company’s ships) cattle, merchandise and property; but in addition
to freight dues they were to pay in Holland ten per cent. of the value of all
merchandise sent from there, and at New Amsterdam fifteen per cent. upon all
colonial products exported. As a stimulus to agriculture the director-general
was to bestow upon every immigrant as much land as he could properly culti-
vate, with a provision for the giving of deeds, and for paying ground rent to
the company after the land had been occupied for a specified period.

The effect of this more liberal charter was to stimulate immigration; no
longer entirely confined to Hollanders and Walloons, although these were still
the chief additions to the population. Even before the new charter was pro-
mulgated, Kieft issued patents to grants made by his predecessor, to which
many others were added as the colony grew. De Vries, the explorer and his-
torian, again arrived in New Amsterdam in December, 1638, bringing a
colony which he settled on Staten Island, and afterward settled on Manhattan
Island, two Dutch miles above the fort. Andreas Hudde received a grant of
one hundred morgens on the northern end of the island, and was to pay a
ground rent of a pair of capons annually, and one-tenth of the increase of the
stock after ten years. Van Twiller, greediest of land grabbers, secured a
grant at Sapohanican (later, and until recently, called Greenwich Village),
on North River, besides leasing one of the company’s bouweries. Abraham
Isaacksen Planck (or ver Planck) who was a son of the schout of Rensselaers-
wyck, obtained a grant for Paulus Hoek, east of Ahasimas (Jersey City),
which was a part of the lapsed patroonship of Pavonia, for 550 guilders; and
in the same neighborhood Kieft also leased a company farm to Jan Evertsen
Bout for a rental of one-fourth of its produce and another to a man named
Teunissen, who not only cleared and fenced the land and stocked it liberally
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with cattle, hogs, sheep and goats, but also planted orchards and built a brew-
house. The secretary of the colony, Van Tienhoven, leased a bouwerie oppo-
site Dr. La Montagne’s plantation of Vredendael (between Eighth Avenue and
the Harlem River).

In 1638 Jochem Pietersen Kuyter, who was a Dane, and who had seen
much military service in the East Indies, came to New Amsterdam under a
special permit, in an armed ship which he chartered for the occasion, bringing
with him his family, many herdsmen and a large number of cattle. He
secured a plantation in the neighborhood of the De Forest and La Montagne
grants in what was then called Muscoota, but afterward Harlem Flats. He
called his grant Zegendall, or “Valley of Blessing.” Kuyter brought with
him Jonas Bronck, a brother Dane, who was the first settler of the region
across the Harlem. He secured a tract of land opposite Kuyter’s and extend-
ing back to a river which the Indians called Ah-qua-hung, but which soon
became known, after its first settler, as the Bronx River. Bronck called his
plantation Emmaus, but the settlers soon called it Bronck’s Land. This
name afterward disappeared in the name Morrisania, but the river is still
Bronx, and the same name is attached to the rapidly growing borough of
New York City north of the Harlem. He was a Lutheran in religion, and a
man of education. He built a stone mansion, with a tile roof, a spacious barn,
a tobacco house, and various outhouses, and put his farm in a fine state of cul-
tivation. It was in his house where the peace treaty with the Weckquaes-
gecks was signed, in 1642.

Cornelis Melyn, a wealthy man who had formerly been in the tanning
business in Amsterdam, and who had visited New Netherland as supercargo
of a vessel, in order to make inspection of the country, secured, on his return
to Holland, permission to settle as a patroon on Staten Island. He brought
his family and dependents and a lot of cattle. De Vries, who thought he
should have the whole island, objected, but afterward gave his consent that
Melyn should have a grant bordering on the Narrows; and later, under orders
from Amsterdam, he was given a patent for all of the island except a portion
actually covered by De Vries’ bouwerie. A patent was also issued to Myndert
van der Horst, in 1641, on Achter Col (Newark Bay) which included the
Valley of the Hackingsack River, extending north to a plantation which Cap-
tain De Vries had established and had named Vriesendall. De Vries, in his
narrative, describes this land which he had bought from the Indians as being
“‘a beautiful region called Tappaen, on the west bank of the river, a few miles
north of Fort Amsterdam.”

Governor Kieft, in 1640, caused an ordinance to be passed requiring
every man at and around Fort Amsterdam to supply himself with a gun or
a cutlass and side arms and be ready at any moment to report at appointed
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places, with their corporals, for service; this being the first militia regulation
for New Netherland. At this time there were only fifty regular soldiers
(detached from the Dutch army) at the fort, under command of an ensign,
Hendrick van Dyck. In the colony, until the accession of Kieft, a policy of
conciliation had been pursued, almost uniformly, by the colonial authorities
and people. Kieft's orders from the company were to maintain these good
relations, but it was the governor’s nature to be harsh and arbitrary, and at
the very first opportunity he stirred up trouble with the savages.

Claiming recompense from friendly River Indians on the ground that the
Dutch had protected them from the Mohawks, Kieft, falsely stating that he
was instructed by the company so to do, tried to collect tribute in corn or
service from them; a demand which the affected Indians vigorously contested.
In 1840, Kieft, hearing of certain depredations, accused the Raritan Indians
of Staten Island, and sent soldiers to demand satisfaction, although the fact
was that the ravages were the work of white men. The soldiers killed
several Indians and cruelly maltreated others. It was in retaliation for this
outrage that the Raritans destroyed houses and crops on De Vries’ plantation
the following year, and killed four of his men. Kieft then declared that the
entire tribe of the Raritans should be exterminated, trying to incite the
River Indians to kill them by offering a bounty for each Raritan head.

The next trouble with the Indians had its origin in a crime which had
been committed fifteen years before. In 1626, soon after the arrival of Direc-
tor-General Minuit, three of his negro servants robbed and killed an Indian
in Manhattan, near the Kalck Hoek (“Collect”) Pond. The Indian’s tribe,
the Weckquaesgecks, demanded satisfaction, but Minuit did not pay blood-
money for the Indian’s death nor punish the murderers. An Indian boy,
nephew of the man who was killed, was present at the murder, and grew up
with the purpose of vengeance. From the home of the tribe in what is now
Westchester County, he came to Manhattan and killed an old farmer and
wheelwright known as Claes Cornelissen Swits (“‘the Swiss”), who had leased
a small farm which was part of Jacob van Corlaer’s bouwerie, south of the
Harlem River, and then escaped across the river. Kieft sent a message to
the sachem of the tribe demanding that the murderer should be surrendered
to him for punishment; but that chief replied endorsing the deed of the young
brave and expressing regret that he had not killed twenty white men instead
of one. This defiant response alarmed Kieft. His attitude toward the Indians
had been exactly contrary to the policy of the company. He had run the col-
ony and the city autocratically, and the responsibility was therefore his; and
now he was accused of attempting to create a condition of war to further his
own ends, meanwhile he carefully guarding his own safety, being so cowardly
that he had not slept outside the fort for a single night during his residence.



58 HISTORY OF NEW YORK

He therefore, as a plan by which he could in a measure relieve himself
of responsibility, summoned all heads of families to a meeting at the fort. At
this meeting, which was held August 29, 1641, there assembled men from
Manhattan, Pavonia, Staten Island and Long Island, who elected twelve men
to represent what they called the “Gemeende (or Commonalty) of New
Amsterdam.” This action is important because it begins the history of repre-
sentative government in what is now New York City with the adjacent Jersey
side as an integral part of it. The men chosen were: David Pietersen de
Vries; Jacques Bentyn (who had served on Van Twiller’s council); Jan Jan-
sen Damen (or Dam), stepfather of Jan Vinje, the first white child born in
Manhattan; Hendrick Jansen, a tailor; Maryn Adriaensen, who had previously
been master tobacco inspector for several years at Rensselaerswyck; Abram
Pietersen Molenaar; Frederik Lubbertsen, a seaman; Jochem Pietersen Kuy-
ter; Gerrit Dircksen; Joris Rapelje; Abram Planck; and Jacob Stoffelsen, who
had served as overseer of negroes and commissary for the company. This
body, thereafter known as the Twelve Men, organized by choosing Captain
De Vries as president.

As soon as they had organized Kieft laid before them the matter of the
murder of Swits, and asking whether it should be avenged by declaring war
on the Indians. De Vries argued the impolicy of war at that time. He called
attention to the fact that the Dutch settlement was sparse and widely scat-
tered, that the settlers had cattle running at pasture in the woods, and farms
which were unprotected; that there was nothing to be gained from a war with
the Indians, and that Kieft’s policies were the cause of his people being mur-
dered at the colony which he (De Vries) had started, in 1640, on Staten
Island. Furthermore, he contended, the West India Company had enjoined
its colonists to keep peace with the Indians. Kieft would not listen to coun-
sels of peace, but the Twelve Men persisted that he should make two or three
attempts to secure the surrender of the murderer peacefully before they would
consent to a declaration of war. Finally, in January, 1642, they consented to
an attack on the Weckquaesgecks, if the governor would accompany the
expedition to prevent disorder. Then the Twelve Men took up other dis-
cussions, demanding as a safeguard against autocracy that the Governor’s
Council should be increased to at least five persons, of whom four should be
members of the Twelve Men; and pointing out that even the smallest village
had its elective board of not less than five schepens; and also advocated that
as in Holland, two of the councilors should retire annually in accordance
with the established custom of the Fatherland for securing rotation in office.
They also demanded a proper organization of the militia, and named several
commercial regulations which they deemed requisite to the welfare of the
Commonalty of New Amsterdam. Then Kieft, while expressing mild approval
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of some of their proposals (none of which he carried out), showed that he
had organized the Twelve Men merely for his own convenience; for he told
them that they had only been elected by the Commonalty to advise with him
in regard to the murder of Swits. In February he notified the Twelve Men
that they must not meet or call any kind of assemblage of the people except
at his command. In the matter of the Swits murder he waited until March,
when he sent Ensign Van Dyck with eighty men to attack the Weckquaes-
gecks. Kieft did not go along as advised by the Twelve Men, and the expe-
dition did not reach the Indian village, because the guide lost his way. The
eighty men, however, made such a trail that the Indians, coming across it
were dismayed and sued for peace, and in the house of Jonas Bronck they
made a treaty of peace with the white men. They promised to deliver up
the assassin of Swits, and although they never fulfilled that part of the pact,
there was peace until the next year.

As the result of the liberalizing of the charter of New Netherland by the
West India Company not only many Hollanders, but also people of other
nationalities were induced to become settlers in and around New Amsterdam.
Father Jogues, the first Jesuit missionary sent from Canada to the Iroquois,
who was in New Amsterdam during the administration of Governor Kieft,
said that eighteen languages were spoken there, the inhabitants including
Dutchmen, Flemings, Walloons, Frenchmen, Danes, Norwegians, Swedes,
English, Scotch, Irish, Germans, Poles, Bohemians, Portuguese and Italians.

The English who came to New Netherland largely came from New
England, especially Massachusetts, where the Puritans had no tolerance for
any religion except their own. Some of the so-called unorthodox had gone
to Rhode Island, led by Roger Williams, in 1638. Thence also went Anne
Hutchinson and her husband; and she, after her husband’s death, became
fearful that Massachusetts or Plymouth would absorb Rhode Island, and
moved with her household into the tolerant territory of the Dutch. Several
others, under ban as Anabaptists or Antinomians in New England, also came.
Mrs. Hutchinson settled a place north of Bronck’s, at a point then known as
Annie’s Neck, now Pelham Neck in Pelham Bay Park; Rev. Mr. Throgmor-
ton (or Throckmorton) with thirty-five families of Anabaptist refugees from
Salem, Mass., received a plantation (part of the present town of Westchester)
just below Mrs. Hutchinson and northeast from Bronck’s land, from which
the Throgmorton tract was separated by a plantation settled by Thomas Cor-
nell, whose descendants have borne an important place in New York history,
including Alonzo B. Cornell, governor from 1880 to 1882, and Ezra Cornell,
founder of Cornell University.

Even more of the English settlers made homes on Long Island. Rev.
Francis Doughty, with associates, received a large grant at Mespat (now
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Newtown, L. 1.). Lady Deborah Moody, who had fled from England to
Massachusetts, and had been a prominent member of the Church at Salem,
was admonished by the Church for expressing doubts as to the validity of
infant baptism; and later, being excommunicated for these views, left Massa-
chusetts, and with a party of friends came to New Netherland, settling on
the site of the present town of Gravesend. John Underhill, who also came
to New Amsterdam to escape from the rigorous church discipline, was a
valuable acquisition, because he had done efficient service as an officer in the
Pequot War and other expeditions against the Indians.

Another English resident of New Amsterdam was Isaac Allerton, who
had been one of the passengers on the Mayflower, had served as assistant
governor at Plymouth, and engaged as a merchant, owning a large fleet of
fishing boats, and founding the town of Marblehead, Commercial losses
caused him to remove to New Amsterdam, where he was for ten years
engaged as consignee of English vessels that traded in this port, and engaged
in the tobacco trade. He had a warehouse near the present site of Fulton
Market.

Indian troubles broke out again in January, 1643, when a Hackingsack
Indian, having primed himself with liquor, shot and killed a Dutch colonist
who was thatching a barn at Van der Horst’s plantation, near the Hacking-
sack and North Rivers. The sachems of his tribe went to Fort Amsterdam
and offered to make a liberal payment of blood-money, but Kieft refused it,
saying the matter could only be settled by surrender of the murderer at the
fort. The chiefs answered that he had absconded and gone to the Tankitekes,
and it was beyond their power to deliver him; and further, blamed the whole
trouble on the selling of liquor to the Indians by the Hollanders. Kieft at
once made a demand upon the chief of the Tankitekes to deliver up the mur-
derer, but the answer was a jeering one.

Not long after, the River Indian tribes were invaded by the Iroquois;
about eighty or ninety of whom came down the river, each with a gun on
his shoulder, to demand tribute from the Weckquaesgecks of the Westches-
ter region and of the other Indians who lived around Captain De Vries’
bouwerie at Tappaen. These Indians, less warlike and not nearly so well
armed as the invaders, were greatly alarmed, and four or five hundred of
them, having great confidence in Captain De Vries, who had been uniformly
kind and upright in his dealings with them, fled to his bouwerie, where there
were only five white men, while others took refuge in New Amsterdam and
were kindly received by the people. De Vries asked Kieft for a guard of sol-
diers, but was refused. After about two weeks some fresh alarm scattered
the Indians, some of whom went to Pavonia across North River and others
to Corlaer’s Hook, in the northeast corner of Manhattan on the East River.
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their farms devastated, and their women and children carried off into the
forest. Some, warned in time, deserted their farms and flocked into the fort
at New Amsterdam, where Governor Kieft had remained all the time in
safety.

De Vries was in his house at Tappaen when the Indians destroyed
things about his plantation, but his house was spared and the lives of himself
and the farmers who had taken refuge with him, because of the pleas to
“spare the good chief” from a brave whose life De Vries had saved on a
former occasion. Fortunately the Mohegans and the Mohawk had not risen,
and there was no trouble at Fort Orange and Rensselaerswyck.

Kieft, who had raised all the trouble, became panic-stricken at the turn
affairs had taken, and proclaimed a day of fasting and prayer. He called the
settlers together and hired them to serve as soldiers for two months. Feel-
ing ran high against him and the citizens threatened to depose him and send
him back to Holland. He, to shield himself, tried to charge the responsibility
upon those who had advised him in the name of the Commonalty. When this
came to the ears of Maryn Adriaensen, whose plantation had been laid waste
by the savages, his rage was intense. He rushed into the presence of the
governor, pistol in hand, denouncing him for lying accusations, but was dis-
armed by the governor’s guard and taken to the prison. Two of Andriaen-
sen’s men, hearing of his arrest, made their way to the fort, and one of them
shot at Kieft, missing him, and was immediately shot by a soldier. His head
was set upon the gallows as a warning to the people. A delegation of about
thirty men came to demand Adriaensen’s release, but Kieft said he should be
tried by a court of reputable citizens. He, however, sent Adriaensen to Hol-
land, to be tried by the authorities there. De Vries semed to be about the only
cool person in New Amsterdam at this period. Through his efforts, scarcely
aided from any quarter, official or unofficial, first the Long Island Indians,
and then the Westchester tribes, the Hackingsacks and the Tappaen Indians
were led to desist from further ravages, and to sign a treaty of peace in 1643.

A month or so after this a friendly chief went to warn De Vries of
impending trouble, saying that the young men of his tribe wanted to make
war against the Dutch, and that there were so many of that mind that he,
the chief, feared his power would not prove sufficient to restrain them, though
he promised his best efforts to do so. But in August, 1643, an attack was
instigated by Pacham, chief of the Tankitekes, and participated in by that
tribe and the Wappingers, upon some boats bringing beaver skins from Fort
Orange; and in that attack twelve Dutchmen were killed. Kieft, not dar-
ing to depend on his own initiative, asked the Commonalty for advice, and
they gathered in convention and elected a board of eight men. Of these only
two, Jan Jansen Damen and Joachim Pietersen Kuyter, had been members of
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the Twelve Men of 1641. The others were Gerrit Wolfertsen, Cornelis
Melyn, Barent Dircksen, Abraham Pietersen, and the two English tobacco-
planters, Thomas Hall and Isaac Allerton. Because he had signed the
fraudulent petition in the name of the Twelve Men, the other seven expelled
Damen from the board and put in his place Jan Evertsen Bout of Pavonia.
Having completed their organization the Eight Men declared in favor of peace
with the Long Island tribes, but declared war again the River Indians.
With Kieft's cooperation they organized a regular militia establishment, arm-
ing and drilling the Dutch colonists, and employing as soldiers more than
fifty of the English settlers, who had become so dissatisfied with the way
affairs had turned out that they threatened to leave the province. Joachim
Pietersen Kuyter was put in command of the Dutch forces, and through Isaac
Allerton, John Underhill, who had commanded in the Pequot War, was
induced to come from Stamford to head the English contingent. Before
these arrangements had been completed, however, the Weckquaesgecks had
raided the settlement beyond the Harlem, murdered Anne Hutchinson and
her household of sixteen persons, sparing only her little daughter, and also
slaying some of the settlers on Throgmorton’s and Cornell’s plantations.
The Navesinks, the Raritans and the Hackingsacks destroyed plantations
west of North River, and killed those in charge of Stoffelsen’s plantation at
Pavonia; and several of the Long Island tribes attacked the settlements at
Gravesend and Mespat. The former was successfully defended by Lady
Deborah Moody’s party of colonists, but Francis Doughty fled with his peo-
ple to New Amsterdam, where he gathered a congregation of his compatriots,
being the first English clergyman who officiated on Manhattan Island.
Seven tribes combined for an attack on New Amsterdam, and straggling
parties of Indians attacked all but a few bouweries down to Kalck Hoek Pond,
murdering many of the settlers. People flocked into Fort Amsterdam and
there was much privation and suffering. The Eight Men, to relieve the situ-
ation, advised Kieft to take the cargoes and use the crews of two company
ships about to sail for Curagoa loaded with wheat, but he declined to do so;
but another recommendation of the Eight Men, that he should hire a hundred
and fifty soldiers in New England and draw a bill on the company for their
pay, met with more consideration, and Underhill and Allerton were sent to
New Haven to arrange the matter. The offer, however, was declined. De
Vries, who had been a greater power for good than any other colonist, risked
his life once more by going alone to the River Indians to redeem the child of
a friend. He felt disheartened over the fact that the situation was such that
he could not help the colony, while his own properties had been ruined and
wrecked by consecutive raids. He decided to leave the country, going first in
September, 1643, to Virginia and thence to Holland. But before he left he
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told Wilhelm Kieft that vengeance for the murders he had so wantonly com-
mitted would yet be visited on his head. He never returned to America.

Soon after the departure of De Vries the Eight Men sent a memorial to
the West India Company and to the States-General, in which the destitute and
defenseless condition of the colony is set forth in urgent appeal and stating
that if assistance should not arrive they would be compelled to betake them-
selves “to the English of the East.” The town was under martial law, but
the force available for the suppression of domestic disorder was not sufficient,
and stealing of cattle and other property went on constantly. Vigorous
measures were taken against the Indians under the general direction of
Councilor LLa Montagne, who led an expedition to Staten Island and returned
with a good supply of corn; and in November he took a force against the Car-
narsee Indians, consisting of regulars under Sergeant Cox (as Ensign Van
Dyck was nursing a wound in the garrison), of settlers under Joachim Pie-
tersen Kuyter, and English under Underwood. Two of the Carnarsee villages
(one at Mespat) and one hundred and twenty savages were slain.

No relief came from Holland for the colony, but a ship arrived which was
bound for Rensselaerswyck, and a forced levy was made on its cargo, which
proved to include shoes and clothing; and guns and ammunition which were
not on the ship’s manifest were also found and promptly confiscated for the
use of the troops. In January a party under Lieutenant Baxter and Sergeant
Cox, destroyed two forts of the Weckquaesgecks, and in February, 1644, Cap-
tain Underhill and Ensign Van Dyck went on an expedition against the Con-
necticut Indians with a force of about one hundred and fifty men, which
turned out to be the most important of the war. They landed at Greenwich
from three yachts, and after a march through the deep snow over a rocky and
difficult way, they came at night upon an Indian fort, which they attacked by
moonlight, burning it and killing nearly all its occupants—men, women and
children, variously estimated at from five hundred to six hundred. Only eight
of the Indians escaped, and not a white man was killed and only fifteen
injured. On their return to Fort Amsterdam the victors were received with
rejoicing, and the director issued a proclamation of thanksgiving.

The effect of this victory was to cause several of the tribes to make
overtures for peace, and with these a treaty was concluded in March, 1644;
but there were still parties of Indians who made occasional raids on the island,
even in the vicinity of the fort, so a palisade fence was built across the island,
nearly corresponding in line with the present \Wall Street, in order to keep the
remaining cattle from the hands of the savage marauders. Kieft laid an
excise duty on liquors and beaver skins to raise revenues; a measure which
was very unpopular, as such imposts always are in a bibulous community such
as New Amsterdam certainly was in those days.
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In June, 1644, a substantial addition was made to the population of New
Amsterdam. Kieft had previously sent a call for aid to General Pieter Stuy-
vesant, governor of the island of Curagoa. Soon after, there had come to that
island nearly two hundred Dutch settlers and soldiers from Brazil, whence
they had been driven by the Portuguese. As Director Stuyvesant had at that
time as much as he could do to care for his own people, he sent about one
hundred and thirty of them on to New Amsterdam. Ubpon their arrival, on
the ship Blue Cock, commanded by Captain Jan de Vries, Kieft decided to
honorably discharge the English troops, and to put the Dutch soldiers, about
eighty in number, who had come from Curagoa, into service, billetting them
upon the inhabitants of New Amsterdam, and putting the expense of clothing
them upon the revenue from the excise.

Kieft and the Eight Men were now on decidedly hostile terms. The lat-
ter had acceded, under protest, as a temporary expedient, to the excise, but
in August, Kieft continued the excise by edict, without asking consent of the
Eight Men; who, with the settlers in general, were loud against the tax, espe-
cially those of two guilders per half barrel on beer, two stivers per quart on
French wine and four stivers per quart on Spanish wine and brandy. The
brewers refused to pay the tax, saying that if they did they would incur the
displeasure of the Eight Men and the community. Whereupon Kieft sum-
moned them to his court, gave judgment against them, and gave their beer
to the soldiers. The Eight Men, because of the reinforcements from Curacoa,
were in favor of vigorous measures against the Indians who were still hostile,
but Kieft did nothing. In August, 1644, Cornelis Melyn addressed a petition
to the States-General setting forth the deplorable state of affairs, and in Octo-
ber the entire Eight Men sent another memorial (written by Andries Hudde,
the land surveyor) addressed to the Amsterdam Chamber, which at length
discoursed upon all the grievances of the colony, which they laid to Kieft who
had not only caused the war and was now permitting it to continue without a
move against the savages; they charged him with unlawful taxation, tyranny
and autocracy, and declared that he had not called their board of Eight Men
together for more than six months, notwithstanding the dangerous straits of
the colony. They asked the company to depose Kieft and send a new gover-
nor, and to establish a village government in New Amsterdam and other vil-
lages that might be established upon the plan and pattern of those in the
Fatherland. The Eight signed the memorial.

Before this document was received the company, which had heard from
Captain De Vries, from Father Jogues and others about the doings of Kieft,
and was especially exercised because its revenues from New Netherland had
practically ceased, sent some emphatic messages of reproof and warning, and

he was sufficiently impressed to inaugurate measures for the settlement of the
5
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trouble with the Indians. Seed-time was approaching, and Indians as well as
whites desired to have opportunity to make their crops. In April, 1645, the
neighboring tribes made a peace pact.

Up to that time, on the authority of the memorial of the Eight Men,
Kieft had never but once or twice left the neighborhood of the fort, and had
then only gone about half way up Manhattan Island. Following the agree-
ment of local peace, however, he went up the river with La Montagne to Fort
Orange, where he met representatives of the Mohawks and the Mohegans, who
agreed to treaties of peace with the white men, and the Mohawks promised
to induce the River tribes, of whom they were overlords, to do the same.
Kieft returned to Manhattan and on August 25, 1645, seven sachems appeared
at the fort to represent the hostile tribes, and Mohawk ambassadors came as
witnesses of the assent of the Iroquois Confederacy. The seven sachems
signed for the Indians, and for the white men, Director Kieft, Councilor La
Montagne, and Van der Huygens, the schout-fiscal, also the new board of
Eight Men, now composed equally of Netherlanders (Stoftelsen, Bout, Gis-
bert Op Dyck, and Oloff Stevensen), and of Englishmen (Underhill, Baxter,
Rev. Francis Doughty and Richard Smith). Under the treaty bygones were
to be bygones, and all future aggressions, on either side, were not to be indi-
vidually avenged, but should be referred to the respective rulers; and other
stipulations calculated to preserve the peace. Among the stipulations was
that the little daughter of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, who had been among the
Indians since the massacre, should be delivered at the fort, and a ransom
should be paid for her. This stipulation was promptly carried out and the
child was sent to Boston.

Following the treaty the bouweries and plantations were again put in
cultivation and in September the director bought from the Indians a large
tract of land on Long Island stretching from “Coneyn Island” to Gowanus.
A new English colony established itself at Vlissingen (Flushing), the patent
running in the names of Thomas Farrington, John Townsend, John Law-
rence and others. In February, 1646, Adriaen van der Donck, who had been
schout-fiscal at Rennselaerswyck, came to New Amsterdam and ‘secured a
patroonship on the Hudson River from Spuyten Duyvel Creek northward.
This grant was confirmed by the States-General and the resulting colony was
called Donck’s Colony. It became known in common speech as the “der Jonk-
heer’s” land, Jonkheer being an inferior title, a little higher than “licer” or
Mr., and about equivalent to the German Freilierr. This designation has been
transmuted by evolution into the present name of Yonkers.

The West India Company, loaded with complaints from New Nether-
land, could ignore them no longer; so they referred all the papers to a Board
of Accounts, whose report condemned Director Kieft, recommended that T.ub-
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ghens, the schout-fiscal, were as godless as Kieft. To spite the Domine, Kieft
incited soldiers to drum and shout outside the church during service, and
finally determined to prosecute him. He charged the Domine with having
scattered unchristian abuse and slander against Van Twiller, and since then
against many others; that he was given to too much wine, that he had sup-
ported the would-be assassin, Maryn Andriaensen, and had generally aided
in stirring up mutiny and rebellion and showing contempt and derision of the
governor. Kieft, however, was persuaded to drop the prosecution of Bogar-
dus; and turned to the harrying of other enemies, among whom Cornelis
Melyn and Jochem Pietersen Kuyter, who had declared him responsible for
the destruction of their farms, were special objects of his ill will.

T —
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GENERAL PIETER STUYVESANT BECOMES
GOVERNOR OF NEW NETHERLAND
AND MAINTAINS AUTOCRATIC RULE

Pieter Stuyvesant, or to use the Latinized form generally signed to his
official papers, Petrus Stuyvesant, was the son of Rev. Balthazar Stuyvesant,
a clergyman in Friesland, where he was born in 1592. He received a college
education, then entered the army, serving during the Thirty Years’ War in
Europe. He afterward fought for the Dutch West India Company in Brazil
and was later appointed governor of Curagoa. While serving there he
attacked, without success, the Portuguese fort on the Island of St. Martin, the
first Portuguese cannon-shot from the fort taking off one of his legs, which
one, history does not record. When he came to New Amsterdam he had a
silver-trimmed wooden limb in place of that which he had lost. His wife was
with him, for he had married, a short time before, Judith Bayard, daughter
of a Protestant clergyman. His wife had a brother, Samuel Bayard, who had
married Pieter Stuyvesant’s sister Anna, and afterward died. The widow
accompanied Pieter Stuyvesant to New Amsterdam with her children, Bal-
thazar, Peter and Nicholas. who were the progenitors of all the American
Bayards.

Besides these members of his family, there embarked on the Princess the
new vice director, Dr. Lubbertus van Dincklagen, Hendrick van Dyck, the
schout-fiscal, and others, one of whom was William Beekman, who was pro-
genitor of the well-known New York family of that name. Accompanying
the Princess were the ships Great Gerrit, the Zwol and the Raet, and this
little fleet of four vessels captured a Spanish prize on the way. The gov-
ernor stopped at Curagoa on the way, and did not arrive at New Amsterdam
until May 27, 1647.

The new governor was of a character very much different from his pre-
decessor. His private life was reputable, his habits sober, and he wanted to
be just, but he was a thorough autocrat; a martinet in discipline, stubborn,
opinionated and irascible. He had an exalted opinion of the respect due to
those in authority, especially himself, and on the voyage out he had already
fallen out with Hendrick van Dyck. When he arrived, the last of the pow-
der in the fort was used in firing off a salute in his honor, but when he landed
he treated the inhabitants with much pomposity, and as a later complaint of
him said he kept some of the principal burghers “standing bareheaded for
hours while he remained covered as though he had been the Czar of
Muscovy.”
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When Stuyvesant arrived the people assembled, and Wilhelm Kieft
resigned the government into the hands of his successor, and made a speech
in which he thanked the people for their loyalty; but in reply, instead of
words of gratitude or appreciation, some of his auditors, among whom
were Jochem Pietersen Kuyter and Cornelis Melyn, told him they had no
cause to thank him. Stuyvesant promised to be a father to New Nether-
land, and to do equal justice to all

Stuyvesant’s first moves were very displeasing to the people. If it
were possible, Cornelis van Tienhoven was more unpopular than Kieft, yet
Stuyvesant reappointed Van Tienhoven as secretary, and George Baxter, who
had been English secretary for Kieft, was chosen to serve Stuyvesant in the
same capacitv. He appointed to the council La Montagne, who had been
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H-—the place of expose or pillory

Kieft's unfaltering backer in all things; Brian Newton, an English soldier,
who had been connected with Stuyvesant in the West Indies and had come
out with him on the Princess to be chief military officer of New Netherland;
and Paulus Leendertsen van der Grist, who had come out as officer of the
port; and occasionally Adriaen Keyser, who had come out with Stuyvesant
as chief commissary, was invited to the council board. None of these were
acceptable to the populace, and particularly was this the case with those who
had been the tools of Wilhelm Kieft. Another of that coterie was Jan Jan-
sen Dam, who had signed the fraudulent petition which Kieft had used to
justify the Indian massacre, who was appointed one of the new churchwardens.

Domine Bogardus, who wanted to go to Holland to tell his side of the
disputes which had arisen and to endeavor to satisfv the Classis, resigned
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from his pastorate and was succeeded by Domine Backerus, who had been
at Curagoa, but had been brought to New Netherland by Stuyvesant. Domine
Backerus was very loath to accept the appointment, because he, too, wanted
to go back to Holland. He was not much impressed with his congregation,
which numbered one hundred and seventy members who, he said, in his
report to the Classis of Amsterdam, were “nearly all very ignorant in religious
matters, and much given to drink, to which they are led by the seventeen
tap-houses here.” This reverend critic is supported by much contemporary
testimony as to the bibulous tendencies of New Amsterdam.

Governor Stuyvesant made stringent laws against the sale of intoxicants
after nine o’clock on week days, and before two o’clock on Sundays. If there
was an afternoon sermon the tap-room might not open until four. He also
made stronger the law against the selling of liquors to the Indians; issued an
order for the fencing of all farms; made regulations for the fur trade and
harbor regulations to prevent smuggling; and he placed an excise on wines
and liquors in order to raise money to complete the church and for other
public purposes.

Wilhelm Kieft, from the moment of his successor’s arrival, had busied
himself in the endeavor to curry favor with Stuyvesant, and in this effort
was supremely successful. Melyn and Kuyter, in order to secure evidence to
back up a complaint which they were preparing for use in Holland, peti-
tioned Stuyvesant that the chief officials of Kieft’s government should be
examined in regard to its conduct, and particularly in relation to the Indian
war. Stuyvesant received the petition with disdain, declaring that he had
received no instructions to inquire into his predecessor’s acts and advising his
council that it was treason to petition against magistrates, without regard to
the truth of the charges brought. So Kieft made charges against Kuyter
and Melyn, and although they put up a strong defense, they were convicted,
fined and banished, Melyn for seven years and Kuyter for three years; the
vote of the council thus modifying the wish of Stuyvesant to put Melyn to
death and confiscate his estate. Melyn declared he would appeal to the States-
General; upon which Stuyvesant became much enraged. As they did not
depart on the first vessel as ordered, they were sent as prisoners on the Prin-
cess, which left for Holland in August, 1647. On the same ship, as chief
passenger, was Wilhelm Kieft, the retiring governor, who carried with him
a large fortune acquired in various ways, but chiefly from the profits of his
still on Staten Island; Domine Bogardus, Van der Huyghens, the former
schout-fiscal, and various others of the company’s servants whose terms had
expired; some returning settlers and the crew, making one hundred and
twenty persons in all. There was also a rich cargo, estimated at four hun-
dred thousand guilders.
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The ship was navigated with great carelessness, for instead of steer-
ing south of I.and’s End a course was made up the Bristol Channel, in which
the ship struck on a rock near Swansea, and eighty-one persons perished,
among whom were Kieft, Bogardus, Van der Huygens, and others, includ-
ing a son of Cornelis Melyn. Melyn himself, Kuyter and others were saved
after struggling in the sea, and after they landed, Melyn and Kuyter spent
three days searching and dragging near the beach ; they recovered a few of their
papers from the sea. By their aid a suspension of the unjust sentence
against Melyn and Kuyter was secured, although the matter dragged along
wearily. The death of Kieft and Bogardus brought about a summary dis-
posa: of the charges and countercharges that had been filed with the company;
which, however, in August, 1648, sent to Stuvvesant a communication which
ascribed to the people of New Amsterdam the stigma of being “very wild
and loose in their morals,” and charged the trouble of the colony to the weak-
ness of Kieft and neglect of duty by Domine Bogardus.

After Kieft's departure, Stuyvesant set to work in the endeavor to make’
financial and other arrangements. Money was needed to repair the fort, to
finish the church, build a schoolhouse, and for many other purposes. He sent
two company vessels on a privateering cruise to the West Indies, but realized
that most of the income of the province must come from its inhabitants.
His councilors advised him that to secure monev from the people he must
give them a share in the government. Stuyvesant therefore ordered an
election, in which the people should choose a board of eighteen representa-
tives. They chose the required number, out of whom the governor selected
nine; three to represent the merchants, three the farmers, and three burghers
who were neither merchants nor farmers. The nine were all Netherlanders
but two, and the merchants were Govert Lockermans, Arnoldus van Har-
denbergh, and Augustine Herrman (Bohemian); the farmers, Machiel Jan-
sen, Jan Evertsen Bout, and Thomas Hall (English); while the burghers
were Jacobus Wolfertsen van Couwenhoven, Jansen Damen, and Hendrick
Hendricksen Kip.

Stuyvesant had no use for a curb on his authority; and in constituting
it and defining its powers he placed all possible limitations on the Board of
Nine Men. The nine were subdivided into three groups, each consisting of
one man from each of the three classes. These groups, in order, were
appointed to attend, in rotation, the weekly sessions of the court, and to act
as arbitrators in such civil cases as might be referred to them. They were
to meet as a body only when legally convened, and then only to discuss and
advise such matters as the governor might bring before them; and the gov-
ernor himself or some one deputed by him was to preside over their meet-
ings.  They could hold office until the governor repealed their charter.
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In the room where David Provoost conducted his school the Nine Men
met in session. Director Stuyvesant was unable to be present because there
was at that time an epidemic of influenza (probably of the species which we
moderns have named lagrippe), which raged all over New Netherland and
New England. The governor had laid certain subjects before the board for
consideration, with recommendations. They declined the request for aid in
repairing the fort, because, they said, the company had agreed to defend the
colonists and the cost of such defence should come from the customs duties,
the tolls of the company’s gristmill, and the excise duties which had been
imposed by the governor. The completion of the church building and the
needs of the public school, however, were different matters, for which they
were willing to raise part of the cost. They appointed a vendue master to
take charge of all public sales, and fire wardens, to whom was given the
oversight of all the buildings between the fort and Kalck Hoek Pond; and
Adriaen Keyser, commissary for the company, Thomas Hall, Martin Cregier
and Joris Wolsey, were appointed as the first members of the fire department
of Manhattan, their terms beginning in January, 1648. Ordinances were
passed requiring that there should be two church services every Sunday; that
owners of town lots who would not improve them should be forced to sell them
to those who would; brewers should not retail beer, nor tapsters brew it, and
a strict license system was established.

Trouble was brewing with the English. The border was not defined and
while there was plenty of recognition of Stuyvesant as a de facto governor,
there was a claim that would not down: that England had a right to a part
or the whole of the territory of New Netherland. An English patent to
Lord Stirling had for years been made the basis of a British claim to owner-
ship of Long Island; and in 1648, a Scotchman named Forrester appeared
with credentials from Lord Stirling’s widow, claiming to be governor of Long
Island and of all islands within five miles of it, and demanding that Stuyve-
sant should show him his commission. The governor arrested him and sent
him, on the first ship, to Holland.

Correspondence was constantly going on between Stuyvesant and Gover-
nor Eaton of New Haven. Three runaway servants of the West India Com-
pany took refuge in New Haven, and the demana™f Stuyvesant that they
should be surrendered to him was denied. Stuyvesant retaliated by a decree
that all refugees from New England, “hond or free,” should be sheltered in
Manhattan, an order which greatly displeased the burghers, who did not want
Manhattan to become a refuge for runaways and outlaws. Other bones of
contention were connected with the strict harbor regulations enforced at New
Amsterdam. These and other subjects were aired in sharp letters between the
heads of the two colonies.
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At home complaints were made that Stuyvesant failed to impartially
enforce the laws against smuggling, and against the heavy tariff exactions,
amounting to thirty per cent., ad valorem. His endeavor to collect tithes from
farmers who had occupied their lands for ten years was another unpopular
move. It is true that this was according to contract, but Kieft’s wars had so
desolated the province that the people could ill afford to meet the impost. As
to this particular debt, the governor agreed to a postponement, but declared
that he was bound to obey the company’s orders. Several things arose in
which the desire of the company to exact profits from the province ran
counter to the people’s ideas of what was due them, and the Nine Men sug-
gested a desire to appeal on these questions directly to the States-General
without reference to the company. Stuyvesant intimated approval of the
plan, but thought he should direct its execution.

There were in 1649 three new members of the Board of Nine Men,
Adriaen van der Donck, Oloff Stevensen and Elbert Elbertsen having suc-
ceeded Damen, Bout and Thomas Hall on the board. They asked permission
of the governor to secure from the Commonalty an expression about sending
a delegation to The Hague; but Stuyvesant contended that all communications
to the government should be sent through him. The Nine Men, however,
informed him that they believed it would be prejudicial to the interests of the
province to appeal through him, but promised him copies of such documents
as should be prepared. Stuyvesant forbade them to call any public meeting;
so the board instructed Van der Donck, who was president, to take the views
of constituents, and keep a private record from which any statement could be
prepared. Machiel Jansen, who was a member of the board, and at whose
house Van der Donck boarded, together with Thomas Hall, an English ex-
member of the Nine Men, informed Governor Stuyvesant of what was being
done. The governor was furious; went to Jansen's house and made a search
of Van der Donck’s room, where he found and confiscated a rough draft of
the information he had collected; had Van der Donck arrested and jailed on
a charge of lese majesté, arrested Augustine Herrman, another one of the
Nine Men, issued, as his predecessor Kieft had done, an order that no docu-
ments should be legal unless prepared by Secretary Van Tienhoven; and at
the same time notified Domine Backerus that nothing should be read or
announced from the pulpit in regard to public affairs except by definite
authority of the governor. He soon after called together the officers of
the Burgher Guard, the organization of which was still intact, although Stuy-
vesant had failed to comply with the company’s orders to muster the guard
at regular times. To them he declared his intention of calling two deputies
from each of the settlements, including the English towns on Long Island, to
consider the sending of a deputation to Holland in the interest of the province.
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Soon after the arrest of the president of the Nine Men, Van Dincklagen,
the vice director, made a protest against the action that had been taken with-
out his concurrence in the matter, and secured the release of Van der Donck
on bail, though the governor deposed him from office and declared he should
not sit with the Nine Men until he had either recanted or proved certain
statements contained in the documents which had been found in his room.

Several occurrences about this time had a bad effect on the popularity of
the governor with the people of New Amsterdam. Not long before, he had
convicted three men of trafficking in firearms, and had passed upon them a
sentence of death; which was only commuted after many of the chief citizens
had made earnest protest. A little later it was found that Stuyvesant had
himself imported a small consignment of guns for the up-river Indians, and
his explanation that the company had ordered this disposal of the arms did
little to soften public criticism. The company had also advised Stuyvesant to
maintain friendly relations with the traders of neighboring English colonies;
but this did not prevent the charge of favoritism toward those traders, which
the merchants and burghers of New Amsterdam brought against him. They
also accused him of trying to monopolize the trade of New Amsterdam; as he
owned stores and brewhouses, and was owner of interests in several ships.
The feeling against him was intensified by the return from Holland of Cor-
nelis Melyn.

Although the position which had been taken first by Kieft and afterward
by Stuyvesant, that no appeals should lie from New Netherland to the States-
General, had the backing of the West India Company, it failed in the case of
Melyn and Kuyter. The States-General taking up this case after some delay,
suspended the sentence of banishment which had been passed upon them by
Stuyvesant, and issued a mandamus which, after stating the wrongs and losses
which Kuyter and Melyn had suffered as the result of the war started by
Governor Kieft, and various other matters, called upon Governor Stuyvesant
and the members of his government to appear in person or by attorney to
defend the sentence passed upon the appellants. At the same time the States-
General gave Melyn and Kuyter a passport to return to New Netherland and
there enjoy their liberty and property on the same footing as other citizens;
and the Prince of Orange wrote a personal letter to Stuyvesant forbidding
him to molest the two men, and gave the latter authority to serve the gover-
nor with the mandamus by any hand thev might select. Melvn embarked for
New Amsterdam and arrived there January 1, 1649. Kuyter remained in
Holland. After Melyn’s arrival Stuyvesant twice sent the secretary and
schout-fiscal to demand all his papers; but Melyn gave them only his pass-
port, saving that he would produce the others before the council in due course.
Stuyvesant wanted to order Melyn to jail instanter, but Vice-Director Van
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Dincklagen, who was an excellent lawver, protested against such summary
action. So Melyn was summoned to appear before the council the next morn-
ing, and then delivered the orders and despatches he had brought. Stuyve-
sant stated that he would obeyv the orders of the States-General, but declined
to make a public statement exonerating M elyn; so the latter retained the man-
damus for a time when it could be uszd more effectively.

On March 8, 1649, the governor having issued a call to the Commonalty,
about three hundred men assembled in the church, where Stuyvvesant had
intended to have read to them his commission, which be claimed gave
him sovereign power in New Netherland; even to the annulling or at least
suspending the orders of the States-General. There Melyn gave the manda-
mus to Arnoldus van Hardenburgh and invited him to read it to the governor
in the presence of the Commonalty. Stuyvesant, much enraged, seized the
document with such violence that two of the seals were torn loose from the
vellum document (which is now in the possession of the New York Histor-
ical Society). The governor afterward wrote to the States-General a letter
of protest against this “mutinous and indecent” service. The meeting broke
up in a row. In answer to the mandamus, Stuyvesant refused to go to Hol-
land personally, but promised to send an attorney to appear in his behalf.

The tide of his unpopularity had risen so high that he could no longer
prevent complaints being made to the home government. The Nine Men (in-
cluding Van der Donck, the suspended president), and Bout and Thomas Hall,
two former members of the board, signed each of the three documents which
were sent forward. One was designated a “Petition to the States-General,”
to which was attached the second, entitled ‘“Additional Observations;” while
the other was entitled the “Remonstrance of New Netherland to the States-
General of the United Netherland.” The “Petition” and the “Remonstrance”
are the work of Adriaen van der Donck, but the “Observations” is the work
of a cruder and less able writer.

The Petition was a brief but clear statement of the reasons for dissatis-
faction and the remedies asked by the Commonalty. The complaint was
chiefly that the government was inappropriate and inadequate; its methods
were harsh, and while it inflicted heavy burdens in taxation and restrictions
on trade, it gave few privileges or exemptions. Long-continued war, the loss
of the Princess, the prevalence of traders and peddlers. the lack of farmers
and farm servants, and the scarcity of many things, together with the arro-
gance of the Indians since the strife with them began, had left the province
in a very poor and most low condition. It asked for exemption from tithes
and taxes until the population and prosperity of the country should be in-
creased; for freedom of trade in the produce of the country; encouragement of
the fisheries: free transportation of agricultural immigrants; and for a defi-



THE “PETITION” AND THE “REMONSTRANCE”

-2
-2

nite agreement with neighbor nations of the boundaries of the province; and
as the chief demand they wished the States-General to do away with the com-
pany government, and the States-General to assume its ownership and control,
giving New Netherland a suitable burgher government, approved by their
High Mightinesses, but resembling as nearly as practical the excellent gov-
ernment of the Fatherland. The “Additional Observations” were an elabo-
ration of the matters set forth in brief in the Petition.

The “Remonstrance” is a long document, and one of the most valuable
ever written for the historical material as well as strength of its argument.
From it come many of the details of the history of New Amsterdam
previously given. It is caustic upon the despotic methods of the governor.
Kieft had spent no money for public benefit except on the church and that had
been willingly contributed by the people. Stuyvesant had finished the
church and built a wooden wharf, both of which were good expenditures, but
scarcely represented the 30,000 guilders annually taken from the people, the
whole of which he had promised to expend for public works. Stuyvesant’s
claim to sovereignty, his arrogance, his tyranny, his activity in starting
prosecutions, his bullying methods, and abusive language, came in for a
severe scoring. Vice-Director Van Dincklagen had at times protested, but
the director was so domineering and threatening that he let some things go
without raising serious objection. Van Dyck, the schout-fiscal, had been
excluded from the council, but there was little harm done, for hard drinking
had made him irresponsible. Secretary Van Tienhoven is denounced much
more strongly than even the governor; and while his great ability was
admitted he is accused of lying, grossly dissolute living, and charged with
having been the originator of the war, and the one to whose evil counsels
many of the mistaken actions both of Kieft and Stuyvesant were due.

To carry these papers to Holland, Van der Donck, Van Couwenhoven
and Bout were selected by the Nine Men, who gave them credentials to
present to the States-General. Van Dincklagen wrote a letter saying that he
had tried to dissuade the Commonalty from sending these envoys, but as they
were going, he hoped they would secure an audience, that their intentions
were good, and their knowledge of conditions in New Netherland was com-
plete and accurate. Cornelis Melyn, who had been subjected to many annoy-
ances, went with the envoys. Secretary Van Tienhoven was sent by
Governor Stuyvesant to represent his side of the case; for the governor had
been greatly stirred by the turn affairs had taken, and it was not safe to
bear too high a hand, after the action already taken in the Melyn and
Kuyter case. Domine Backerus, tired of New Amsterdam, and of disputes
with Director Stuyvesant, went to Holland, and added his voice to those of
the envoys of the Nine. Domine Megapolensis, formerly pastor at Rensse-
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laerswyck, succeeded to the charge of the church in New Amsterdam.
Wouter van Tiwiller, the former director, who was in Amsterdam as a
trustee of the estate of Kiliaen van Rensselaer, was attacking the WWest
India Company for its neglect of the interests of Rensselaerswyck.

Altogether the affairs of New Netherland occupied the centre of the
stage in Amsterdam, where various tracts and pamphlets dealing with the
matters in dispute were published. One of these, “Broad Advice to the United
Netherland Provinces,” or as it is commonly quoted, the Breeden Raedt, is a
satire, bitter and biting, in which the West India Company and all its works
are held up to scorn. The delegates from New Amsterdam prepared, in Jan-
uary, 1650, an abstract containing sixty-eight charges, briefed from the
longer documents they had brought with them; and Van Tienhoven wrote a
reply to this digest, on behalf of the company; the delegates also had printed
another “Remonstrance,” containing the substance of their case against the
company, but differing in form from the official paper of the same name.

A committee of the States-General took up the matters brought to their
attention by the New Amsterdam delegates, and after many conferences with
the directors of the West India Company, submitted a scheme which they
named a Provisional Order for the Government, Preservation and Popu-
lation of New Netherland. It was in the nature of a compromise between the
demands of the New Amsterdam delegates and the views of the company’s
directors, and so was not satisfactory, as a finality, to either party, least of all
to the company, whose attitude was that it was entitled to make its own laws
for its own province. The Provisional Order suggested a recall of
Stuyvesant, provided for the introduction into New Amsterdam of burgher
or municipal government by a schout, two burgomasters and five schepens;
but continued the Nine Men in office for three years longer, and gave them
jurisdiction over small civil cases and final jurisdiction of such as did not
involve more than fifty guilders, but with right of appeal where the sum
involved was larger. Bout and Van Couwenhoven, two of the people’s
envoys, returned with a copy of the Provisional Order, which much rejoiced
the people of New Amsterdam; but on the same ship came directions from
the company not to obey it, and Stuyvvesant therefore refused to publish the
document. He was thoroughly incensed and resentful toward the people
of New Amsterdam, particularly the Nine Men, whom he slighted in the most
humiliating ways, even taking their pew in the church for his own use. The
Nine Men wrote to the committee of the States-General comiplaining of the
disobedience of Stuyvesant to the orders of the home government, and the
accentuation of the bad conditions about which they had complained, and
expressing the hope that their High Mightinesses would redress the people’s
grievances and give them a good and wholesome government.
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Van der Donck had remained in Holland to plead the popular cause, but
Cornelis van Tienhoven, who had continued his licentious life in Holland
and had trouble in the courts because of it, had returned to New Aimnsterdam,
adding his counsels of evil to intensify the spirit of tyranny which had been
aroused in Stuyvesant. Vice-Director Van Dincklagen and Van Dyck, the
schout-fiscal, joined in a protest to Holland, hearing of which, Stuyvesant
deposed Van Dincklagen from the council; and when that officer refused to
retire, he was, on Stuyvesant’s order, seized by the soldiers and dragged to
the guardhouse. Van Dyck was removed from the council on a charge of
drunkenness, and Van Tienhoven was given his place, thereby securing a seat
in the council.

In fighting his battle in favor of autocracy and against the grant of any
important governmental function to the people of New Amsterdam, Governor
Stuvvesant had nearly all the Dutch inhabitants against him; but, on the other
hand, the English settlers of Long Island, almost to a man, supported the
governor. Coming from New England, the home of the town meeting, this
attitude is scarcely explainable on the basis of principle; but, on the other hand,
they had come from a foreign and almost hostile jurisdiction, and had on the
basis of a mere oath of fealty to the Dutch and company governments been
permitted to settle in selected spots and to establish their own local govern-
ments. They therefore had the rights for themselves which the burghers of
New Amsterdam were trying to secure; and they curried favor with the
director by supporting his side of the contention. The English were largely
incited to this course by George Baxter, who was English secretary to
Governor Stuyvesant, as he had been to Kieft, and had been a strong partisan
of both of these directors in carrying out their policies. He was also schout
(sheriff) in the local government of Gravesend, the town authorities of
which had sent several letters to the company and to Stuyvesant supporting
the policies of the governor of New Netherland.

The English in other towns of Long Island followed the lead of those
in Gravesend, and in fact in all of New Netherland, Thomas Hall was the
only Englishman who took active part in the opposition to the governor. The
Provisional Order, therefore, had put Stuyvesant in the position that the
States-General, from which he had received his commission, had recalled him;
the West India Company, which paid his salary, had ordered him to stay
where he was; the Dutch colonists were against him, except a few of his
immediate hangers-on, and the only supporters he had outside of those few
were those of another nationality.

As fortune would have it, matters so turned out that just at this time the
authorities of the United Colonies sent him notice that they would agree to
nieet him in the conference he had so long desired, to settle the boundary lines
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and other matters of dispute and friction between New England and New
Netherland. To this conference Stuyvesant appointed his English secretary,
George Baxter, and Thomas Willett, another Englishman who afterward
became the first mayor of New York. They met the New England delegates,
Simon Bradstreet of Massachusetts and Thomas Prince of Plymouth.
Stuyvesant had always contended that all the land from Cape Cod to Cape
Henlopen belonged to the Dutch, but Connecticut had many more residents
than New Netherland. The arbitrators gave the English all of Long Island
to a line running northward from the ocean to the westernmost part of
Oyster Bay; and on the mainland the dividing line was to begin west of
Greenwich Bay and thence run northward for twenty miles beyond which
point it was left for future determination. The boundaries were to be
inviolate until a full and final determination should be agreed upon between
England and Holland. The question of Dutch and English rights in the
Delaware River region were left open.

It i1s said that when the decision was reported to him, Stuyvesant
exclaimed that he had been betrayed; but he accepted the treaty. When he
returned he made no report to the people about the matter, though the story
came later in a letter to an Englishman resident in New Amsterdam. The
general feeling was that Stuyvesant had been out-generaled by the English,
and he was much blamed for having entrusted the interests of New Nether-
land into the hands of English arbitrators. It is probable that the blame was
not deserved. The English were in much stronger possession of Connecticut
and Eastern Long Island than the Dutch were of New Netherland, and it is
not at all likely that Stuyvesant could have bettered the treaty by sending
Dutchmen instead of English, though it would have shown more tact for him
to have done so. But tact was far from being Stuyvesant’s strong point and
he did not even send a copy of the Hartford Treaty to Holland.

Adriaen van der Donck, in Holland, hearing of the treaty, wrote a
Memorial on the Boundaries of New England to show how Stuyvesant had
been outwitted by the English. Cornelis Melyn, procuring a conduct from
the States-General, returned to New Netherland with seventy colonists who had
been sent out by Jonkheer van der Capellen, to whom Melyn had sold a half
interest in his Staten Island patroonship. Melyn stopped on the way for some
needed repairs to the ship, in Rhode Island, which fact Stuyvesant made a
pretext to arrest Melyn on his arrival in New Amsterdam, notwithstanding
his safe conduct, on a charge of illegal trading. Melyn resisted arrest and
Stuyvesant confiscated and sold his property on Manhattan, and seized and
sold to Thomas Willett the ship and cargo belonging to Van der Capellen, who
afterward recovered heavy damages from the West India Company. Melyn
went to his house on Staten Island, where he was defended by a guard of
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Raritan Indians, and was joined by Van Dyck as soon as the latter was
released from imprisonment.

Orders came from Holland for the reinstatement of Van Dincklagen as
vice director, but he declined to serve, and Stuyvesant and Van Tienhoven
had no one in the council to interfere with any plans they might formulate.

The Hartford Treaty had left the matter of delimitation of the territory
of New Netherland on the Delaware entirely unsettled. The West India
Company had been for some time engaged in the endeavor to secure from
Sweden a settlement of boundary lines, and Stuyvesant had sent several
overtures to the same end to Governor Prinz, of New Sweden. Meanwhile
the English of Connecticut also had their eyes on the same region. But when
a ship with fifty would-be colonists from New Haven, on their way to the
South River country, touched at New Amsterdam, Governor Stuyvesant
arrested them and would not let them go until they gave him a written pledge
to give up the attempt. Following this, Stuyvesant determined to take a
personal hand in the settlement of the dispute, and with several vessels and a
hundred and twenty men he went to the Delaware River, and pulling down the
old Fort Nassau which the Dutch had built, erected another, called Fort
Casimir, at a point much farther down the river, and below the Swedish Fort
Christina. He settled several families from New Amsterdam around the
new fort. Governor Prinz claimed that Stuyvesant’s acts constituted a
trespass upon Swedish territory, and there were several interviews between
the governors. They came to no settlement, but they parted on friendly
terms. The company, however, which had not been consulted by Stuyvesant,
expressed its disapproval of proceedings that might cause trouble between the
Fatherland and Sweden. The cost of the expedition was heavy and this
increased its unpopularity both with the people and the company. Part of
this cost Stuyvesant levied upon the patroonship of Rensselaerswyck, and in
the violent disputes about this impost, which ensued, Van Schlectenhorst,
director of the patroonship, was twice arrested and long imprisoned by the
governor. One outcome of the dispute was that Stuyvesant declared the
village of Beverwyck to be outside of the jurisdiction of the patroon, and
established there the Court of Fort Orange, from which is dated the begin-
ning of city government at Albany.

Van der Donck, at The Hague, was working hard with the members of
the States-General to keep them from forgetting the demands of the burghers
of New Amsterdam, and as a result of this, the States-General referred
the Provisional Order of 1650 to all the chambers of the Dutch West India
Company. It was approved by all except the Amsterdam Chamber, whose
approval was by far the most important; because it alone had, or at least,

claimed sole control of New Netherland affairs. That chamber, however,
6
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seeing that something must be done for New Amsterdam, directed Governor
Stuyvesant to organize for that town a suitable burgher government, author-
ized him to appropriate 250 guilders per annum to pay a schoolmaster, and
removed the duty on tobacco in the hope of promoting trade with Virginia.
The chamber also sent Domine Samuel Drisius as assistant to Domine Mega-
polensis. About the same time the States-General again summoned Governor
Stuyvesant home to give an account of his administration of New Netherland
and of his negotiations with the New Englanders. But as war between
England and Holland broke out the States-General, on the earnest solicitation
of the Amsterdam Chamber rescinded the order for Stuyvesant to report at
The Hague, feeling that his military experience and knowledge of the condi-
tions were much needed, now that invasion threatened New Netherland.

SEAL OF
PETRUS STUYVESANT



_ I

Cc H A P T E R E I G H T

NEW AMSTERDAM UNDER THE BURGHER
GOVERNMENT—WAR WITH ENGLAND
INVASION AND SURRENDER OF NEW AMSTERDAM

Under the instructions of the Amsterdam chamber, the people were to be
permitted to elect “as much as possible after the custom of Amsterdam,” a
burgher government composed of a schout (or sheriff and public prosecutor,
who also had the duty of presiding over the meetings of the magistrates),
two burgomasters (or mayors), and five schepens (or aldermen). But this
was too much like democracy for the autocratic Stuyvesant, whose constant
aim was to keep in his hands every possible function of government; so
instead of allowing the people to elect, he chose the officers himself, naming
Arendt van Hattem and Martin Cregier as burgomasters, and as schepens
Allard Anthony, Maximilian van Gheel, Willem Beekman, Paulus Leendertsen
van der Grist, and Peter van Couwenhoven (brother of Jacob of the Nine
Men, which organization was disbanded when the new city government was
organized). So jealous of power was Stuyvesant that he did not even
permit to the new magistrates the right of appointment of their own secretary,
but himself appointed Jacob Kip to that place. These appointments were all
good ones, although the method of their selection was not in accord with the
custom of Amsterdam; but with respect to the schout, the most important
office of all, Stuyvesant decided not to give the burghers a schout of their
own, but vested the duties of that officer in the schout-fiscal of the province
of New Netherland. As that happened to be the licentious and much hated
Van Tienhoven it is needless to say that the people were much displeased.

In the custom of Amsterdam the magistrates had administrative and
legislative, as well as judicial functions, but in Manhattan they were at first
confined to the holding of court every two weeks; and afterward, every
Monday; Stuyvesant would sometimes consult them in an advisory way, but
he himself issued all orders and ordinances. The city government was pro-
claimed in force from the second day of February, 1653, and it was only a
few months after that the first conflict between the magistrates and the
governor came. They wanted the same powers that similar officers had in
Holland: he desired to keep all authority in himself.

The first important issue that arose was in connection with the public
defence; and the magistrates agreed to raise funds for that purpose, provided
that Stuyvesant would turn over the receipts from the wir: and beer excise
to the city instead of to the company. Stuyvesant refused, and the burghers
in a public meeting, August 2, 1653, supported the magistrates. The matter
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settlements would unite with them. Stuyvesant expressed displeasure at the
exclusion of the councilors, which he said ‘“‘smelt of rebellion;” but there was
no member of the governor’s council present at the adjourned meeting held
December 10, 1653, at which the Dutch towns of New Amsterdam, Breucke-
len, Amersfoort (Flatlands) and Midwout (Flatbush), and the English towns
of Flushing, Newtown (Middleburg), Gravesend and Hempstead were repre-
sented, there being nineteen delegates, ten Dutch and nine English. As the
output of this meeting, George Baxter drafted for the convention “The Re-
monstrance and Petition of the Colonies and Villages in this New Netherland
Province,” which was presented to the governor and council.

This document set forth as specific grievances, that the Indians were
restless and dangerous because they had received insufficient compensation for
their lands; that as Stuyvesant had acted with a council from which he had
excluded lawful members, the land grants he had made were of questionable
validity ; that some of his grants to single individuals were grossly excessive
in area; that autocratic ordinances of which the people had little or no
information were used as instruments of oppression; that officials were
appointed without the consent or nomination of the people; and that the
government was an arbitrary one which was not founded upon the consent,
knowledge or election of the Commonalty, and therefore ‘“odious to every
free-born man,” and further declared that laws which might be good in com-
munities in the Old World might frequently be found inapplicable to a com-
munity in America. The governor and council were stated to be represen-
tatives of the company, which only held such powers as were given to it by
the States-General, who were supreme in the United Netherlands and all its
dependencies. An explicit answer to each grievance enumerated was demanded
of the governor.

The Amsterdam Chamber of the West India Company had contended
that it was supreme in the affairs of New Netherland; and Stuyvesant
claimed that his commission made him supreme, often speaking of the people
of the province as his “subjects.” The ideas and specific demands of this
“Remonstrance and Petition” made him furious; and he denounced ‘the
meeting as illegal and unauthorized, and ordered the delegates to disperse
and not to meet again under penalty of arbitrary correction. Various docu-
ments crowded on the authorities in Holland, especially the Amsterdam
Chamber, in regard to the disputes between the governor and the various
municipalities in the province. Meanwhile, Nicasius de Sille was sent by
the company to be first councilor to the governor and Cornelis van Ruyven
to be secretary of New Netherland.

Invasion of New Netherland was threatened from England, in 1654, and
Oliver Cromwell sent four ships with two hundred sailors, which were to
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join a force from New England to take New Netherland for the English;
but while the New England forces were being gathered news of peace between
the English and Dutch stopped the further progress of the expedition.

At the conclusion of peace the Amsterdam Chamber found the oppor-
tunity to answer the petitions which had been sent in the previous year. It
assumed its old attitude of displeasure that appeals should be made to Holland
against the decision of the constituted authorities in New Netherland. But
concessions were made. They were to have a schout of their own instead of
that office being given to the schout-fiscal of the province. They were to have
a city seal, and could have the receipts of the excise if they would pay the
municipal salaries, and were given additional powers of taxation. The
Amsterdam Chamber had selected Jochem Pietersen Kuvter to be the city
schout, but he had been killed by the Indians; so Stuyvesant named Jacques
Cortelyou for the position. He declined, and Van Tienhoven continued to act.

Stuyvesant and the magistrates soon had another dispute. The governor
insisted that they had not paid for fortifying the city, and that they should
pay for the support of the soldiers who had been sent from Holland as well
as its own officials. The magistrates said they would support a schout (who
must be their own), the burgomasters, schepens, a secretary, a court
messenger and such other official servants as the city might need; one
minister, one precentor, who should also serve as a schoolmaster, and
one beadle. They would not support the soldiers, and thought the
entire province should contribute to the defenses of the capital; but, if the
magistrates were empowered to levy a property tax, they would contribute
3000 guilders, or a fifth, toward the cost of fortifying the city. Stuyvesant
again took possession of the receipts from the tapsters’ excise and made
threats of an annual tax on cattle, land and other property; but did not put
this threat into execution.

Trouble arose between New Netherland and New Sweden. Governor
Rising, who had succeeded Governor Prinz in New Sweden, turned the
Dutch Garrison out of Fort Casimir and made a proclamation to the effect
that all Dutch in that territory must come under the Swedish jurisdiction.
The news of this action created a sensation in New Amsterdam, and a
Swedish ship which came into the lower harbor without a pilot was seized and
confiscated by Stuyvesant. The governor, who was under instructions to be
careful in his relations with New Sweden, wrote to the West India Company
for instructions. Meanwhile, starting on Christinas Eve, 1654, he took a trip
to Barbadoes to try and establish trade with that island. Unfortunately, he
arrived at a time when, under the new British navigation laws, an embargo
was laid on all foreign vessels in the port: and it was four months before he
was permitted to leave for New Amsterdam, where he arrived in July, 1655.
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During his absence the council had appointed successors to the magistrates
whose terms had expired; Oloff Stevensen being appointed burgomaster in
place of Martin Cregier, and Johannes de Peyster and Jan Vinje being two of
the four schepens appointed.

Soon after Stuyvesant’s return, he received orders from the company to
proceed against the Swedes in the Delaware River, as a reprisal for the
seizure of Fort Casimir by Governor Rising, and sent him a ship for the
expedition. The forces were in two companies, of which one was commanded
by Stuyvesant and the other by Nicasius de Sille, chief councilor. Monday,
September 6, they reached Delaware Bay and within a day or two they had
recaptured Fort Casimir, captured Fort Christina, made the people acknowl-
edge allegiance to Holland, and took many of them to Manhattan. With this

expedition was ended the last vestige of Swedish dominion on the American
Continrent.

While Stuyvesant was away with every able-bodied soldier from the
fort, and a majority of the burghers, the River Indians broke out.
Nineteen hundred of them had
gathered on the North River and
over seven hundred had landed on
Manhattan. It was thought at
first that they were on their way
to Long Island, but many of them
appeared in the city. The follow-
ing morning an Indian wounded
Hendrick van Dyck with an arrow,.
and after that the burghers armed,
under the advice of Cornelis van
Tienhoven, and a few on both
sides were killed. The Indians left
the city and crossed to Pavonia,
where they burned every house, killed almost every man and took the women
and children captive. Thence they went to Staten Island, destroyed the
eleven bouweries of the island and killed twenty-three people out of the ninety
living on these bouweries. Two bouweries near the Harlem, one being the
Kuyter bouwerie, were raided and the inhabitants killed; and several others on
Long Island. Within the three days a number of colonists, variously stated at
from fifty to one hundred, were killed; one hundred and fifty were captured,
among whom was Cornelis Melyn. Hundreds were rendered homeless and
destitute by the savages, their recently gathered crops having been destroyed;
the property loss altogether being valued at a hundred thousand guilders. The
Indians did not attack the city, chiefly because they had so many prisoners.

THE STUYVESANT MANSION
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When the governor returned he ordered that no vessel should leave the
harbor, nor any able-bodied man go away from the city except on order.
Guards were stationed in the outlying settlements and negotiations were
opened with the Indians, who exchanged seventy prisoners for some powder
and shot. Stuyvesant consulted with his council about Indian affairs. Van
Tienhoven, as usual, was for war; but De Sille and La Montagne as well as
the governor himself, thought that the best plan was increased vigilance.
After that no Indian was permitted to remain overnight in New Amsterdam.

The English, resident in New Netherland as well as those beyond, began
to create another troublesome problem. Thomas Pell, who had been a
gentleman of the bedchamber to Charles I, had brought a party from Fair-
field in the colony of New Haven in 1654 ; bought some land from the Indians,
although they had already sold it to the Dutch, and declared his party to be
under the protection of the Commonwealth of England. Several criminals
who fled from Manhattan had been harbored by them, and in 1656,
Stuyvesant arrested these colonists, forced them to acknowledge his juris-
diction, and gave them authority to organize a burgher government on the
Dutch plan. In 1657 they took an oath of allegiance to the government of
New Netherland as long as they should reside within its limits. The English
called the town Westchester.

During the absence of Governor Stuyvesant in Barbadoes, George
Baxter, who had for many years been English secretary to Governors Kieft
and Stuyvesant, with James Hubbard as associate, endeavored to inaugurate
an insurrection in Gravesend, hoisting the English flag and claiming for them-
selves and their associates the rights of English subjects. The council placed
Baxter and Hubbard under arrest and for a year they were imprisoned. Sir
Henry Moody, of Gravesend, asking their release, Hubbard was freed on an
understanding of good behavior. Baxter, pledging his property that he would
not try to escape, was transferred from the cell in the fort to the debtor’s
room in the Stadt Huis. He made his escape from there to Long Island and
thence to New England. His property, which was sold by the council for his
debts, included a farm which embraced the present site of Bellevue Hospital.

Stuyvesant’s destruction of Swedish sovereignty on the Delaware River
had cost him a good deal of money; and soon there came a troublesome claim
by Governor Fendall of Maryland, that the region recently occupied by the
Swedes was included in Lord Baltimore’s patent, and there was some show of
forcible assertion of the claim; which, however, never culminated in anything
very serious, though it was a part of the general discussion of the rights of
Dutch and English in the New World. There was a desire on the part of New
England for an extension of its borders west and south; and there was a party
in England which desired especially that there should be no foreign power
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wedged in between New England and Virginia. The discussion lulled for
awhile after the death of Oliver Cromwell in 1658, and after Charles II came
to the throne in 1660, the West India Company tried, through the States-
General, to procure a settlement of the question of boundary between New
England and New Netherland; which, however, was not pushed by the ambas-
sadors of the United Netherlands in London.

In April, 1662, Governor John Winthrop of Connecticut secured the
charter for that colony. It gave to that colony the territory of New Haven
colony, much of the mainland of New Netherland, Long Island, Manhattan
and Staten Island. This charter, which was proclaimed at Hartford in
October, 1662, created a great sensation. The New Haven colonists were
incensed at the idea that the identity of their colony was merged in that
of Connecticut. The English towns in Long Island both in the eastern
and western portions, sent delegates to the assembly at Hartford, upon the
invitation of the authorities of Connecticut, James Hubbard being the
delegate from Gravesend. A protest against these proceedings was sent by
Stuyvesant to Hartford, who said that this nullification of the Hartford
Treaty gave New Netherland the right to claim its original territories, which
included everything as far as the Fresh River; but the only answer he got
from the Connecticut authorities was a warning to him not to interfere with
anyone in their colony, which, they claimed, included Westchester.

A settlement had been made up the river in the Esopus district, and a
town was established there which was called Wiltwyck and is now named
Kingston. The settlers had been driven out by the Indian uprising in 1655,
but returned in 1658. The Indians again made trouble, and in 1659 killed
several settlers and besieged the others in a stockade they had made, until
Stuyvesant arrived with reinforcements. The following year, after surprising
and capturing some Esopus Indians, treaties were made with them and also
with the Indians near Manhattan, the Mohegans and Mohawks. The Esopus
region built up with settlers, but in June, 1663, the Esopus Indians, partly
because Stuyvesant had sent some of his captives of 1660 to be sold in
slavery in Curacgoa, rose in another raid on the settlements and killed or
captured about seventy of the Dutch. Stuyvesant collected a volunteer force
which, led by Martin Cregier, almost wiped out the Esopus tribe.

In the years which had passed there had been an accession of rights and
privileges to the citizens. In April, 1657, burgher-right was granted to the
people of the city entitled to it, this ordinance being the first city charter. In
Amsterdam, Holland, a distinction was made between the Great and Small bur-
gher-right. It was a class distinction, though one had equal commercial privi-
leges with the other; but the great burghers were exempt from arrest upon
the order of an inferior court, and they only could hold important offices.
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The holders of the Great Burgher-Right included all members of the pro-
vincial government, all former and present magistrates of the city, all clergy-
men and militia officers, all male descendants of such persons, and any other
persons, approved by the magistrates, who would pay fifty guilders for the
privilege. The Small Burgher-Right included all persons born in the city, all
who had lived there for a year and six weeks before the date of the ordinance,
and all who had married the native-born daughters of burghers; also any
other person, acceptable to the magistrates, who would pay twenty guilders
for the right. After 1658, as a consequence of frequently reiterated demands,
the magistrates were permitted to nominate their own successors. In 1660 the
demand for their own schout was acceded to, though not by the election of
the magistrates, but by appointment of the West India Company; the first city
schout being Peter Tonneman, who was also a member of the governor’s
council. The office of city treasurer, established in 1657, was first held by
Oloff Stevensen van Cortlandt. ‘

Connecticut continued to boldy claim Long Island and much of the main-
land. Stuyvesant, who had tried to get Massachusetts and New England
generally to reaffirm the Hartford Treaty, but had been put off several times,
and who found most of the Long Island English who had formerly been his
chief supporters, now expousing, with more or less boldness, the English side
of the controversy, began to be more and more insistent that the West India
Company must secure from the States-General a settlement of the boundary
(uestion.

George Baxter was taking an active part in the endeavor to secure action
from England detrimental to the Dutch sovereignty over New Netherland.
With him was associated Captain John Scott. The latter was a son of an
English officer who had been killed in the service of Charles I, and had been,
so he said, sent out to Massachusetts and bound out as a servant because,
when a young boy he had been caught cutting the bridles and girths of a
Parliamentary troop. After his term of service had expired he became an
adventurer, clainied to have bought land on Long Island from the Indians
and sold large tracts to various individuals, giving deeds which were after-
ward declared void by the courts. He was representative to England, in
1660, of the Atherton Company; composed of prominent men of Connecticut
and Massachusetts, who claimed title to lands on the western shore of Narra-
gansett Bay, which they claimed under a dubious patent of 1643, but
which was really included in the Providence Plantations. He was constantly
identified with crooked land transactions. He got the ear of the King's
Council for Plantations, which advised with him, as well as with George Baxter
and Samuel Maverick, author of the “Brief Description of New England,” who
had written letters to Clarendon suggesting the conquest of New Netherland.
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Stuyvesant only had a few soldiers at the fort in the autumn of 1663,
as the Indian troubles at Esopus were not yet over, but finding that some of
Captain Scott’s emissaries were trying to buy up land on the mainland back of
Navesink, he sent Captain Cregier with a small force to expel them. Captain
Scott himself went to Long Island as the representative of Connecticut, having
been sworn in as one of three agents to incorporate the Long Island towns
with Connecticut; but when he found that the inhabitants of Hempstead,
Jamaica, Newtown, Flushing and Gravesend were averse to Puritan rule and
had come to an agreement to ask for separate government under the Crown
of England, he fell in with their views, and then informed them of the plan
to make the Duke of York the proprietor of all New Netherland; this being
the plan under discussion by the King's Council for Plantations. So when
the English towns asked him to act as their “president” until the Duke of
York should come into possession, he agreed as readily as though he was not
under oath to serve the interests of Connecticut. He had a troop of almost
two hundred men which New Haven had provided for him, and with them
seized the blockhouse at New Utrecht and made hostile demonstrations at
Midwout and Amersfoort. Three envoys sent by Stuyvesant to meet him,
as the agent of Connecticut, in order to come to an understanding of the
matters in dispute, were met with threats and rudeness; but after some dis-
cussion said he would return in April with his commission, and that the Duke
of York would soon be in possession of all New Netherland.

Long Island continued to be in a turmoil. English adventurers,
pretending to have new grants from the Indians, drove Dutch settlers in
various parts of the island from their lands, and the Five Dutch Towns
issued a Remonstrance to the governor and council, demanding prompt relief
from the West India Company; failing which, they said they would be com-
pelled “to their heart’s grief”’ to submit to another government in order to
secure the protection which was so urgently needed. The governor sub-
mitted this Remonstrance to the magistrates, who replied that it was the
burghers’ duty to protect and defend New Amsterdam, and the duty of the
company’s soldiers to protect the villages and the open country; and they
offered to use all the revenues and raise a larg loan to make New Amsterdam
secure, if the governor would surrender to them the tapsters’ excise, which
he agreed to do. Thereupon the city borrowed 27,500 guilders.

In February, 1664, Scott, acting as president of the English towns and in
the name of King Charles and of the Duke of York “as far as His Highness
is therein concerned” signed an agreement that those towns should remain
under the king of England, without let or hindrance from the Dutch
authorities, while the Dutch towns and bouweries should remain under the
States-General for twelve months and longer until His Majesty and the
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States-General should fully determine the whole difficulty about Long Island
and places adjacent. In January the West India Company had warned the
States-General of the fact that its province was likely to be lost to the English
unless prompt action were taken; that the colonists were uneasy because
their titles came from the company, which had only its general trading
charter to go upon; and that the boundaries had never been legally defined.
The States-General thereupon confirmed the right of the West India Company
to the province of New Netherland by an act under its great seal, and at the
same time ratified the Hartford Treaty of 1650, asking King Charles to do
the same and thereby settle all pending disputes.

When King Charles received the demand of the States-General con-
cerning the ratification of the Hartford Treaty, he also had a report from a
committee of three members of the Council for Plantations which had been
appointed to receive complaints about New Netherland and report upon the
best method for capturing it. They said that three ships with about three
hundred soldiers would be enough for the purpose, as plenty of Englishmen
from the other colonies would help, and one-third of the people of Long Island
were English. If necessary, Indians could probably be engaged as auxiliaries.

The Duke of York was patroon of the Royal African Company, and
therefore was in direct conflict, on the \West Coast of Africa, with the Dutch
West India Company. In February, 1664, the duke borrowed from his
brother, the king, two men-of-war, and sent out Robert Holmes with a small
squadron to attack the posts of the company on the West African coast.

On March 12, 1644, the king gave to the Duke of York a charter
covering part of Maine, Martha's Vinevard, Nantucket, Long Island and all
the land from the Connecticut River to Delaware Bay. This infringed to-
some extent upon other royal charters, notably that of Connecticut, but entirely
ignored the existence of New Netherland.

Preparations for an expedition to the domain granted by this document
were put in motion, the king giving his brother £4000 toward the cost; and
the duke appointed to take charge of these possessions Colonel Richard
Nicolls, to whom he gave a commission as deputy governor, and secured for
him authority from the king to raise forces for the adventure, of which he
was given full command. To give the expedition an appearance compatible
with peaceful intentions, the king appointed Colonel Nicolls, Colonel Sir
Robert Carr, Colonel Sir Robert Cartwright and Samuel Maverick as a
commission to inquire into the state of New England, to receive the com-
plaints of the people, and to settle the peace and security of the country; and
this was given out publicly as the sole purpose of the expedition, which
sailed in May, 1664, including three men-of-war and a transport. The
squadron mounted ninety-two guns and carried four hundred and fifty men.



THE KING'S FLEET APPROACHES NEW AMSTERDAM 93

While these preparations were going on in England, Stuyvesant had
endeavored in every possible way to strengthen the defences of New
Amsterdam and to persuade or conciliate the disaffected I.ong Islanders, who
through Captain Scott’s representations fully expected an English force.
That individual had carried things with such a high and independent hand
that he had come into conflict with the Connecticut authorities. Not only
had he repudiated the authority of Connecticut by deserting its cause while
he was supposed to be acting as its sworn agent, but he had taken upon him-
self the authority of an independent ruler, without having any commission to
show. So he was arrested on the authority of Governor Winthrop, taken to
Hartford, and there tried and convicted on ten counts for the crimes of
forgery, perjury, calumny, sedition, treachery, usurpation and defamation of
the king, and was fined and imprisoned for these offences. Governor
Winthrop with two hundred men went to Long Island in June, deposing
Scott’s magistrates and appointing his own. Stuyvesant, who with Van
Ruyven, Van Cortlandt and others from New Amsterdam, went out to meet
Governor Winthrop, found him entirely unwilling to make any terms, claiming
that the Indians who sold Long Island to the Dutch had no title to it, and that
the title of Connecticut to that island was clear. Early in July, Thomas
Willett received news from Boston that an English fleet was on its way to
capture New Netherland, and so informed Governor Stuyvesant; but later
advices received by the governor from the company, said that the English
fleet was to sail but that its mission was to establish bishops in New England.
This letter so pacified the governor that when he heard at the end of July,
that there was danger to Fort Orange, because of a war which had broken out
between the Mohawks and the Mohegans, he went up the river to try to secure
the white settlement from suffering by the conflict.

In early August the English fleet reached Boston Harbor and the work
of recruiting began. Volunteers were enlisted from Massachusetts and Con-
necticut, and Governor Winthrop went to the western end of Long Island,
with other representatives of Connecticut to await the arrival of the fleet, and
found there Thomas Willett, not as the allv of the Dutch as heretofore, but as
the agent of Plvmouth Colony.

News of the approach of the invaders having reached Manhattan, mes-
sengers were hurried to Fort Orange who brought the governor back on
August 25, where he set all the people to work on the defences of the city.
The following day, The Guinea, Nicoll's flagship, anchored in Gravesend Bay
(then called Navack), where it waited for its companions and the transports
bringing the New England troops. On August 29 he captured a blockhouse
which had been established on Staten Island to defend the Narrows; blockaded
that inlet and issued a proclamation offering safety and good treatment to all
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who would quietly submit. The English Long Islanders gathered, ready to
offer any required assistance, or to share in the plunder if there should be
resistance and capture. There were less than one hundred and fifty soldiers
at the fort and about two hundred and fifty civilians capable of bearing arms
in the city. The Dutch on the bouweries outside of the city could not desert
their own homes and families to help in the defence of the city, and the
English of New Amsterdam were all hostile to the continuance of the Dutch
government, except John Lawrence, who asked permission to remain neutral,
and Thomas Hall, who was in entire accord with the Dutch cause.

Domine Megapolensis, his son, and two of the city magistrates went as a
delegation from Stuyvesant to Colonel Nicolls, and to ask him why he had
brought a hostile fleet in front of the city. The English commander received
them civilly, and sent a letter explaining his commission and pledging pro-
tection to all who would yield obedience to him as governor. This and several
other messages of similar import, one coming with a delegation under a white
flag, among whom was Governor Winthrop of Connecticut, Thomas Willett
of Plymouth, and others, came to Stuyvesant, who tried to keep their import
from the people, but was compelled by clamorous demands of the burghers
to disclose. There was a general feeling that resistance to the invaders would
be futile, but Stuyvesant gave no sign, of surrender; sending, however, a
letter .which set forth, in a clear manner, the right of the Dutch to this
region, proposing that any hostilities should be postponed until the
boundartes of their respective realms, which were now involved in diplomatic
correspondence and he doubted not had by this time been settled by the king
and the States-General, should be communicated from Europe. Nicolls
refused to argue, but gave the governor forty-eight hours to accept his terms.

At Gravesend on September 4, 1664, the Long Island Englishmen
assembled to meet the English commissioners, and Nicolls made public the
Duke of York's patent and his own commission as deputy governor, and
Governor Winthrop publicly proclaimed that Connecticut resigned all claim to
Long Island and recognized that of the Duke of York. The English regulars
landed at Gravesend and thence marched to the Ferry, where the New
Englanders had encamped with a large number of English from the eastern
end of Long Island, under command of Captain John Young. Two of the
frigates came up the bay under full sail, and passing close to the walls of Fort
Amsterdam came to an anchor between Manhattan and Nutten (Governor’s)
Island, with their guns all on one side ready to pour a broadside into the city
if any resistance should be offered.

Stuyvesant, in the city, was for resistance. He wrote again to Nicolls
saying that he was ready to stand the storm or arrange an accommodation.
Nicolls replied that if he would raise the white flag on the fort he might
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debate the terms. The burghers hearing of this reply, thronged about the
governor, urging him to yield, but he declared he would rather die.

A formal written remonstrance and petition was prepared, setting forth
the horrors which would come if the city should be invested and sacked by the
enemy; meaning the destruction of fifteen hundred people of whom only two
hundred and fifty were capable of bearing arms. It was signed by all the
most prominent officials and burghers, who urged him not to reject the offers
of a foe who was generous in his pledges, but to arrange for an honorable
and reasonable capitulation.

Stuyvesant yielded at last, and Nicolls consented to treat with him, and
pledged himself to redeliver the city and fort if the Powers should agree upon
that procedure; and on Saturday, September 6, six Dutch and six English
delegates met outside the city, at Stuyvesant’s own bouwerie house and drew
up in English the “Articles of Capitulation of the Surrender of New Nether-
land.” The next day the articles were read tothe burghers in the church
after the second service, the official copy, signed by Colonel Nicolls was
delivered to Governor Stuyvesant and ratified by him; by De Sille, the schout-
fiscal of New Netherland; Martin Cregier, the chief militia officer of the
province; Peter Tonneman, the city schout; Burgomaster Van der Grist;
Jacobus Backer, president of the Board of Schepens, and by the schepens
Timotheus Gabry, Isaac Greveraet and Nicholas de Meyer.

On September 8 (new style) or August 29 (old style) the town and
fort were delivered, Colonel Nicolls was installed by the burgomasters and
proclaimed as deputy governor for the Duke of York. New Amsterdam
became New York and Fort Amsterdam was changed to Fort fJames.

Petrus Stuyvesant was, in 1665, called by the States-General to Holland
to report upon his administration. He arrived there in October and was
detained until 1668, when, after due consideration of the papers submitted
by him and the directors of the West India Company, he was permitted to
return to America. He retired to his farm or bouwerie, which occupied the
area now bounded by the East River, Sixth Street, Third Avenue and
Sixteenth Street, and there he died in the early part of 1672. His body lies in
the vaults of St. Mark’s Church.

He was a strong, self-willed character; personally, honorable and honest,
a ripe scholar and able soldier; but officially, autocratic and often austere.
He served his company with zeal and faithfulness, which was ill requited,
for the company was grasping and niggardly, and ill sustained his efforts to
give good government to New Netherland. Partly because of the limitation
of his resources by the company, and partly from his inherent antipathy to
anything savoring of democracy, he was very unpopular in the early part of
lis administrat_ion, but after the establishment of burgher-right, and par-
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NEW NETHERLAND BECOMES NEW YORK
GOVERNOR RICHARD NICOLLS AND
THE DUKE’S LAWS

Richard Nicolls, the first English governor, was a man of his word, and
gave good treatment and protection to the colony which had surrendered to
him. He was born at Ampthill in Bedfordshire, in 1624. His father, who
was a lawyer, married a daughter of Sir George Bruce; and their son, after
attending Oxford University, became a soldier, and commanded a troop of
horse in the Royalist Army during the Civil War. When the Stuarts fled to
the Continent he went with them, and was thereafter of the personal entour-
age of James, Duke of York, with whom he fought in French armies. If a
man is known by the company he keeps, the association of Governor Nicolls,
through life, with James Stuart, forms a strong presumption against his
personal character; and the pretext and methods of organization of the expe-
dition against New Netherland would in our day, be deemed absolutely
piratical. But the standards of ethics in the Seventeenth Century were greatly
different from those which prevail in the Twentieth. Of the morale of his
- personal life nothing is recorded, but Nicolls was true to his promises to the
people of New Amsterdam, and at once found his way to their good will.

Prior to the surrender of the city many of the worst element of the
English of Long Island had gathered as volunteers at the Ferry, on the
Breuckelen side, making threats and prophecies of plunder when New
Amsterdam should be captured. But there was no looting or disturbance; and
the Long Island and New England troops were dismissed by Governor Nicolls
with promises of rewards for all who had taken up arms for their king and
country.

The Dutch officials wrote to the West India Company, giving an
account of the surrender and placing the blame on the company for its failure
to furnish the colony with protection. Governor Stuyvesant also wrote a
separate account, showing how impossible it would have been for him to offer
anything like an adequate resistance to the English forces. These reports
went with the directors on the ship Gideon, which, with a pass from Governor
Nicolls, also carried back the Dutch soldiers who had formed the garrison at
Fort Amsterdam.

Governor Nicolls appointed English officials, and gave the office of secre-
tary of the province to Captain Matthias Nicolls, of Islip, Northamptonshire:
who, though of identical family name, was not a relative of the governor.

He was a lawyer by profession, and came from England with Governor
7
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Nicolls. Delavall, another Englishman, became collector of the port, and
Englishmen were also appointed as provincial councilors. In the local
government, however, the Dutch city officials were left to continue their
functions and administer justice as before the surrender, until the governor
should make other and permanent arrangements.

An expedition under Colonel Cartwright was sent up the river, now
called the Hudson, and received the submission of Esopus, Fort Orange (the
name of which he changed to Albany), and Rensselaerswyck, which was
accomplished without friction; while another expedition, under Sir Robert
Carr, went to the Delaware River, and, after a stubborn resistance, captured
Amstel, the name of which was changed to Newcastle.

Nicolls had a commission which covered all the teritory given to James,
Duke of York, and included everything to the Connecticut River. This con-
flicted with the grant to Connecticut so as to cover half the territory of that
province. The conflict of title was brought to the attention of Nicolls, and
he represented to the duke the injustice which would be done by insisting on
the strict letter of the grant. He received permission to adjust the boundaries
and fixed the present line of boundary between New York and the provinces
of Connecticut and Massachusetts.

In renaming places in the province, Governor. Nicolls constantly had in
mind the purpose of honoring his royal master, the Duke of York and Albany.
The province and the city were both named “New York,” Long Island was
called “Yorkshire,” and divided, like the English county so named, into East
and West Ridings. Fort Orange became “Albany,” and the region west of
the Hudson River he called “Albania.”

Diplomatic correspondence between England and the United Netherlands
carried the relations of the two countries to the straining point; and in Feb-
ruary, 1665, the Parliament granted King Charles, for war purposes, the sum
of £2,500,000, which was the largest grant that had ever been bestowed upon
an English sovereign; and the City of London lent him large sums in
addition to the national grant. The whole country seemed to be anxious
for war.

Meanwhile Nicolls had been carrying on the work of reconstruction in
New Netherland. His position was that of a governor of a royal, proprietary
province. His letter of instructions from the Duke of York, by which his
course was necessarily limited, has never been published and, so far as known,
is not now in existence; but its general character is known by the references
made to it during Governor Nicolls’ work of reconstruction. It was thor-
oughly autocratic, in harmony with the spirit of the Stuarts, and under it the
governor, representing the royal proprietor of the province, was vested with
all legislative and executive functions and was to appoint all judges. The
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governor required all the Dutch inhabitants to renew the titles to their lands
in the name of the Duke of York. He prepared a code of laws, which he
endeavored to make conform to the instructions of the duke, and at the same
time tried to make it as little as possible displeasing to the people. In pre-
paring this code, which became popularly known as “the Duke’s Laws,” he
consulted the various New England codes, incorporating such good features
as could be retained without establishing a democratic system. Perfect liberty
of conscience was to be maintained in religious matters; there was to be a
Court of Assize in New York City, and trials were to be by jury of the
vicinage; each person must pay taxes according to his property; to make titles
secure they must be recorded in New York.

Aliens were required to take the oath of allegiance before they could hold
property, and all the Dutch inhabitants did so after stipulating for and
securing a statement that nothing in the Oath of Obedience should be held
to invalidate any of the provisions of the Articles of Surrender, Peter Stuy-
vesant being the first, followed by all the leading citizens, and then by prac-
tically all the able-bodied men of Manhattan.

On June 12, 1665, Governor Nicolls issued a proclamation which changed,
all at once, the form of the local government. It began: “I, Richard Nicolls,
do ordain that all the inhabitants of New York, New Harlem and all other
parts of the Manhattans Island are one body politic and corporate under the
government of a mayor, alderman and sheriff, and I do appoint for one whole
year commencing from the date hereof and ending the 12th day of June, 1666,
Mr. Thomas Willett to be mayor.” This document was the end of Dutch
government on the Island of Manhattan, and burgomaster, schout and
schepen gave way to the English plan of mayor, alderman and sheriff; and the
Dutch idea of trial by arbitration was succeeded by the English institution
of trial by jury. The change was further emphasized by the requirement that
the English language must henceforth be used in civic affairs.

Thomas Willett, appointed to be the first mayor of New York, had been
an influential business man in New Amsterdam, but had retired to his farm
at Rehoboth, in Plymouth Colony. The reason for recalling him to New
York was that Nicolls, making inquiry with the view of pleasing the Dutch
citizens of New York, had decided that he was the best man for the office,
not only because of his popularity, but also for the reason that he had a more
intimate acquaintance with the character and customs of the Netherlanders
than any other Englishman available for the place. Allard Anthony, who had
been schout under the Dutch regime, was appointed sheriff; and of the five
aldermen appointed by the governor two were English, John Lawrence and
Captain Thomas Delavall, and three were Dutch, Oloff Stevensen van
Cortlandt, Johannes van Brugh and Cornelis van Ruyven.
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Although New Harlem was thus made a part of the “body corporate” of
the City of New York, its people, a year later, asked and received, in 1666,
amended in 1667, a charter, confirming the titles of the inhabitants to their
particular lots and estates, and as a body their common lands and riparian
rights. This document while giving them the privileges of a town, declared
it to be, at the same time, a part of the city. It thus had a Town Court,
subject to appeal to the Mayor’s Court, which at stated times sat in New
Harlem to take cognizance of appealed cases.

Very much to the chagrin of Governor Nicolls, he found that his
province had been cut in two even before he entered upon his duties as
governor. The Duke of York, in June, 1664, had given the part of his
province, which he had named Albania, to the two court favorites, Sir George
Carteret and Lord Berkeley of Stratton. Philip Carteret, a kinsman of Sir
George was sent out as deputy governor of the province, which the duke had
named Nova Cesarea, or New Jersey; in memory of the service which Sir
George Carteret had performed when, as governor of the island of Jersey, he
had held that island against the enemies of King Charles until he had received
the king’s command to surrender it. Both of the grantees had been ardent
royalists and were much favored by Charles II and his brother James, Duke
of York.

It was from Philip Carteret that the news of this grant came to Governor
Nicolls. Carteret, on landing near Chesapeake Bay, sent messengers to
Nicolls, telling him of the fact, and at the same time informing him of the
beginning of the war between England and the Netherlands. Nicolls wrote
to the Duke of York and later to the Secretary of State, Lord Arlington,
protesting against the dismemberment of the province. He pointed out to
them the importance of keeping both sides of the river and harbor under one
local government, and suggested that the Carteret and Berkeley grant be
either revoked or so modified that it should include both banks of the Dela-
ware instead of the country near Manhattan. This last suggestion had some
effect; for in 1668 the Duke of York made an effort to accomplish the pro-
posed change, but nothing ever came of it. In July, 1665, Philip Carteret
established Elizabethtown, so named in honor of Lady Carteret, wife of Sir
George Carteret the proprietor, and granted a new charter to the Dutch town
of Bergen.

The war declared in March, 1665, by Charles II against Holland began
actively in June of that year; when the English gained a naval victory over
the Dutch in the battle of Lowestoft. Louis XIV of France had endeavored
to bring about peace, but had failed; and after the death of the King of Spain,
in September, 1665, Louis, anxious to acquire the Spanish Netherlands, in
order to secure acquiescence in his ambition by the Republic, made a
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declaration of war against England. Even before the declaration of war, the
Marquis de Tracy, viceroy over New France, had furnished a cause of
irritation to the province of New York by pursuing the Mohawks into its
territory, in which an expedition led by the Sieur de Courcelles, governor of
Canada, made several incursions, destroying the towns of the Mohawks.

The Netherlands navy, after the defeat at Lowestoft, was refitted and
sent once more against the English coast, and several engagements followed,
in some of which the Dutch, and in others the English, were victorious. The
visitation of the Great Plague, in 1665, and the Great Fire of London, in
1660, depleted the resources and exhausted the treasury of the English. In
the spring of 1666 a secret treaty between Louis XIV of France and
Charles II of England, in which the latter agreed not to oppose the designs
of Louis on the Spanish Netherlands, if the French king would withdraw his
assistance from the Dutch navy, narrowed the contest to the Dutch and
English. Negotiations for peace were begun at Breda in the spring of 1667;
and while they were pending De Ruyter took a fleet into the Medway, where
he destroyed the king’s shipyards and many of the best vessels, and also
blockaded the mouth of the Thames, destroying many vessels. For some
reason the victory was not followed up as it might have easily been, by
pushing the fleet up the river and taking London. But even as it was, the
disgrace of the English was complete. Pepy’s Diary shows how it was
regarded by the people; though if Charles had any feeling on the subject it
did not at least diminish the wildness of his orgies, which even the Plague
and the Fire had not been sufficient to disturb. The treaty of Breda was
finally signed July 21, 1667. Under it each country was to keep all
territories of which it stood possessed on the 10th of May of that year. This
gave the English New York, while the Dutch secured the spice island of
Pularoon in East Indies, and in the west the island of Tobago; as well as
Surinam, in Guiana. According to values as they were then computed, the
Dutch had secured the best end of the bargain.

While the war scare was on, Governor Nicolls was in momentary expecta-
tion of an attack by the Dutch which should wrest New York from the English.
He made all efforts he could to get the city in order to repel a possible
invasion. But, until late in 1666, he had received no support from the home
government, either in supplies or soldiers; the only English ships that had
entered the harbor had come from Virginia or New England. In the fall
season of 1666 Nicolls received some supplies, which had been sent by way of
Boston, for his soldiers, and also received from the king a gift of £200.

Even before the war began, Nicolls had expressed a desire to be
relieved of his province, the cares and conflicts of which he found to be a heavy
burden. In many ways he had succeeded admirably. He had gained the
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personal respect of the Dutch residents, and where his acts did not please
them they were the outcome of the limitations placed upon his power by the
policies of the duke, his master. Representative government he could not
give them, because, like the other Stuarts, James, Duke of York, was
opposed to every semblance of democracy. But his selections of officers were
carefully made, and gave satisfaction in spite of the autocratic method of their
appointment. He had done everything, consistent with his instructions,
which an English governor could do, for these Netherlanders; and those in
Manhattan had become extremely well affected toward him. At Esopus and
Albany he had not gained so strong a hold upon the people; although even
there, after a personal visit, he made friends. But when England and
Holland were on a war footing Nicolls felt that the Netherlanders would not
let their personal feeling for him outweigh their patriotic regard for the
Fatherland, and that, in case of a Dutch invasion, they would probably be
with the enemy.

They had no reason to feel otherwise; for no benefits had come to them
from English rule. Stuyvesant had originally been a martinet and was
always somewhat autocratic in his bearing, but through numerous petitions
and remonstrances the people of New Netherland had obtained a fair
measure of self-government, which had been wiped out by the English
conquest. Neither had there been any improvement in trade. The English
navigation laws were very strict in their protective policy to keep trade
between the colonies and European countries confined to English bottoms;
but while the war went on, only one or two English ships found their way to
Manhattan. Even the coastwise trade with Virginia and New England had
practically ceased because of the depredations of privateers, and the fear of
an expected Dutch fleet. In June, 1667, the Dutch fleet found its way to Vir-
ginia and, sailing into the James River, captured a large number of tobacco-
laden merchant ships. So large was the booty that it required all the effort
of the fleet to take the vessels to Holland; and this fact, doubtless, saved
New York from its greatly dreaded visitation.

For want of aid during this period of great need, Nicolls spent all of his
own money, used his credit to its limit in New York and Boston, and drew
bills of exchange amounting to £2000 against his English estate. He often
asked to be recalled, doubting his own ability as an executive, and the suffi-
ciency of his resources, for he was not a rich man. The official announce-
ment of the peace treaty of Breda reached Colonel Nicolls at the same time
with a royal order releasing him from his office when his successor
should arrive.

With the news of the peace, Peter Stuyvesant returned to New York.
He went to Amsterdam before the war began, and had meanwhile been
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engaged in a controversy with the Dutch West India Company before the
States-General, in regard to his action in permitting the surrender of the city
and fort of New Amsterdam. The Breda treaty ended the controversy, in
which, now that New York had been definitely ceded to England, the Dutch
West India Company displayed no further interest. Stuyvesant, who had felt
the proprieties would not permit him to live in New York under the English
while his own action in the surrender of New Amsterdam was under fire,
was relieved of all scruples now that the English possession of the province
was confirmed by the new treaty; and he determined to return to New York
and make his home there. He went to England and in behalf of himself and the
Dutch residents of New York asked that the Articles of Surrender be confirmed
by the Duke of York and the king in council, and especially Article VI of
that document, which guaranteed free trade between Manhattan and Holland;
and in reply received permission from the king and duke that three Dutch
ships might freely trade with the province of New York for a period of seven
years. He carried this welcome news to New York, where his wife and
family had remained during all the troublous times, and where he remained
a distinguished citizen until his death.

The official proclamation of the peace was made on New Year’s day,
1668, in front of the Stadt Huis. About the same time, Governor Nicolls
allowed it to be known that his term as governor would soon end. The news
was heard with deep regret by Dutch as well as English. He had ably dis-
charged his duties, which were difficult, because he had to conform to
instructions which ran counter to the desires of both the Dutch and English
residents; but with all his limitations he won the confidence and affections
of the people.

In the early summer, the new governor, Colonel Francis Lovelace, came
to New York. Nicolls remained for a few months to help his successor learn
the situation, and August 26, 1668, Colonel Nicolls sailed for England.
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NEW YORK UNDER GOVERNOR LOVELACE
RECAPTURE BY THE DUTCH
FORT ORANGE

Colonel Francis Lovelace, the second governor of New York, was of a
good English family, although his parentage is a matter about which the
statements of the historians vary. Most of the earlier accounts speak of him
as a son of that Sir Richard Lovelace who was elevated to the peerage by
Charles Baron Lovelace, of Hurley, in Berkshire; but later and probably
more accurate accounts point to him as a son of Sir Willlam Lovelace, of
Woolwich, Kent, who was killed in the war with the Netherlands, and of
Anne, daughter of Sir William Barnes, also of Woolwich. Sir William had
six children, five sons and one daughter, of whom Colonel Lovelace was the
second son, his elder brother being Richard Lovelace, the poet.

Samuel Maverick, who was the chief adviser to Clarendon in colonial
matters, had recommended Lovelace to head the expedition undertaken by
Nicolls in 1664. When Nicolls’ wish to be relieved of his duties was received,
King Charles advised his brother James to appoint Lovélace to the place.

Lovelace, as a strong royalist, had left England during the protectorate
of Oliver Cromwell, and had lived for a time on Long Island. After Oliver's
death he returned to England, and his activity as a partisan of the Stuarts
led to his incarceration in the Tower, by order of Richard Cromwell. On
the Restoration he became a participant in royal favor, and was appointed by
Charles II to be a groom of the bedchamber. He had few resources, and
one of the principal reasons for his recommendation to appointment was the
hope of Charles that he might retrieve his fortune in New York; for the
colonies were looked upon as a legitimate field of exploitation by the favorites
of the court.

Lovelace was by no means so strong a character as Governor Nicolls;
but his disposition was kindly, and he patterned his administration as nearly
as possible after that of his predecessor. When he took office he retained
Matthias Nicolls as secretary of the province and Van Ruyven as collector of
the port. His council was composed of Secretary Nicolls, Cornelis
Steenwyck, mayor of the city, and Thomas Willett, former mayor for two
terms. Between Willett's two ternis Thomas Delavall had served a term
as mayor.

Trade improved in New York after the close of the war by the treaty
of Breda. Samuel Maverick, who had been a member of the Royal Com-
mission of 1664, settled in New York City in 1666. The property of the
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West India Company, which lay along the Heere Weg, the name of which
Governor Nicolls had changed to Broadway, had been confiscated, and
Nicolls had secured from the duke, in behalf of Maverick, a deed to a house
and grounds on that thoroughfare. Some of Maverick’s correspondence with
Nicolls after the latter had returned to England, is published in the Colonial
Documents, and gives a valuable insight into the doings in New York under
the Lovelace administrations. Among other things he records the building
of two ships, one of 120 tons, on Manhattan Island named the Good Fame of
New York, for Governor Lovelace, and another of 70 tons at Gravesend; and
also tells of the discovery of cod-banks about two or three leagues from
Sandy Hook “on which in a few hours, four men took eleven or twelve hun-
dred excellent good cod the last time they were out,” which early fish story still
holds good, for the fishing banks mentioned continue to be a valuable source
of supply.

In 1671 Governor Lovelace issued an order that each Friday, between
eleven and twelve o’clock, all merchants and artificers of the city should
meet near the bridge across the canal (Heere Gracht), assembling there as
in an exchange, to confer about their several affairs; and ordering that they
should gather and disperse at the sound of a bell, and without disturbance.
It is an interesting fact, that this first business exchange in New York used
for its place of assembly the identical spot where the “curb market” now
creates excitement day by day.

Governor Lovelace ordered that a ‘“sworn postman” should start once
each month for Boston, going by way of Hartford and returning within the
thirty days, carrying letters and other small portable packs. The first trip
was to have begun January 1, 1673, but there was a long wait for letters from
Albany and it was January 22 before he finally started from the secretary’s
office at the fort, and mounted his horse for the first official postal trip out of
New York. The route began up Broadway and from thence over what is
now known as Park Row, the Bowery, Fourth Avenue to Union Square,
Broadway to Madison Square, thence by an irregular road to the Harlem
River at Third Avenue and 13oth Street, and along a route which was
approximately identical with the present Third Avenue to 163d Street and
continuing along the thoroughfare still called Boston Road. The whole of
this route was for many years known as the Boston Post Road. At the fort
letters were received, postage being prepaid, and were kept in a locked box
until the postman started on his next trip.

Domine Megapolensis died in 1670, after twenty-seven years of faithful
service as minister of the Dutch Church, and his son went to Holland; so
the care of the Dutch Church was in the hands of Domine Drisius, who was
in failing health, and all the help he had was that given by .Egidius Luyck,
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a young man who was teacher of the Latin school which had been established
during the governorship of Governor Stuyvesant. So urgent were the
pastoral needs, that the city magistrates offered a salary of one thousand
guilders and a convenient house to a competent preacher, and this offer went
to the Classis of Amsterdam with the guarantee of Governor Lovelace; and
in response, Rev. Wilhelmus van Nieuwenhuysen was sent out. The “Duke’s
Laws,” promulgated by Governor Nicolls, provided that the majority vote of
a town should select the church which should be supported by general
taxation; and this, in New York, was the Dutch Church. There was,
however, toleration for all denominations; all of the Protestant sects freely
practised their religious rites, and even George Fox, the Quaker, preached
without hindrance at Flushing, in 1672.

Commerce fell off in New York during the administration of Governor
Lovelace, not through any fault of his, but because of the restrictions
imposed by the English navigation laws. There was also much dissatisfaction
in the towns of Long Island, where the English towns were composed of
people who had come from New England, where the democratic “town
meeting”’ system gave every man a voice in local affairs; and these people
complained of the lack of freedom imposed by the operation of the ‘“Duke’s
Laws.” The eastern towns of Long Island were so dissatisfied that they
petitioned the king to let them become a part of Connecticut.

Lovelace had much of his attention focused on the affairs of the province
outside of Manhattan. In 1672, when war began between England and
Holland, he received a warning from the home government to put the province
in a state effective for defense. The declaration of war was read on July 6,
1672, at the gate of Fort James and the City Hall and a considerable amount
of work was done upon the fortification of the city. On January 22, 1673,
when the first trip of the official postman was started from New York for
Boston, he carried a letter from Governor Lovelace to Governor Winthrop,
at New Haven, in which was mentioned a report that the Dutch, with forty
sail and well armed, had started for the West Indies; and suggesting that if
it was true it would be ‘“high time for us to buckle on our armor.” In March,
when the governor was away on business in Westchester, leaving Captain
John Manning, as usual, in charge of Fort James during his absence, he was
called back to the fort on the rumor that the Dutch were coming. He found
the English residents in a state of semi-panic; and therefore, although the
alarm proved to be premature, he sent orders to the garrisons up the Hudson
and on the Delaware River to send their troops to Fort James. They did so,
augmenting the forces in the fort to three hundred and fifty, but the scare
soon subsided, and Lovelace dispersed the troops again, retaining only about
seventy men at the fort.
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In July, 1673, little suspecting that an invading fleet had already reached
the Chesapeake, Governor Lovelace again left Captain Manning in charge of
the fort and went to New Haven, for a conference with Winthrop, taking
with him Secretary Nicolls and three servants.

The fleet, which approached New York, was under the command of
Cornelis Evertsen the younger, son of the great Admiral Cornelis Evertsen,
who had lost his life in battle in 1666. The fleet consisted of twenty-one sail,
including nine men-of-war; and twelve prize ships which had been captured
in West Indian and Virginian waters. The fleet carried sixteen hundred
soldiers and seamen, and besides the admiral there was in joint command,
Captain Jacob Benckes, who had started out with four of the ships and had
joined Evertsen in the West Indies. He was a veteran of the previous war
with England and of the raid into the Thames. In the force were a hun-
dred and fifty mariniers (marines) under command of Captain Anthony Colve.

There are varying reports in regard to the manner of the attack on New
York, but the accounts agree in stating that the Dutch fleet sailed into the
bay July 29, 1673. The morning after the Dutch ships had anchored,
Captain Manning sent Thomas Lovelace, Carr and Sharpe as messengers to
the ships, to inquire why they came in such a hostile manner to disturb His
Majesty’s subjects in this place. These messengers, without communication,
passed another boat, carrying a trumpeter, sent by the Dutch commanders
to the English officer in command, with a message reading as follows:

“Sir: The force of war now lying in your sight is sent by the High and
Mighty States and His Serene Highness the Prince of Orange for the purpose
of destroying their enemies. We have sent you therefore this letter, together
with our trumpeter, to the end that upon sight hereof you surrender unto
us the fort called James, promising good quarter; or, by your refusal, we shall
be obliged to proceed, both by land and water, in such manner as we shall
find to be most advantageous for the High and Mighty States.

Dated in the ship Swanenbergh, anchored betwixt Staten and Long
Island the gth of August (July 30, Old Style), 1673.

CorNELIS EVERTSEN
JacoB BENCKES”

Captain Manning answered this document by stating that he had already
sent messengers to communicate with the fleet, and upon their return he would
give a definite answer to the summons. Thereupon the ships weighed
anchor, stood up the bay and anchored opposite the fort, and word was sent
to Manning giving him half an hour to answer the Dutch summons to sur-
render. Manning asked time until the following morning at 10 o’clock; but
word was sent back that only half an hour would be given before opening fire
upon the fort, and that the hourglass would be immediately turned up.
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The specified time expiring without word from the fort, a heavy
cannonading against the fort was begun, and several men were killed and
wounded. Soon after, the Dutch landed six hundred men, under command of
Captain Anthony Colve, and he marched toward the fort, sending a trumpeter
ahead to ask whether it would surrender. Manning sent Captain Carr, of
Delaware, and two other messengers under indefinite instructions, to make
the best terms they could, and Colve, holding two of the messengers as
prisoners, sent Carr to inform Manning that he could have fifteen minutes to
make definite proposals. Captain Carr, instead of carrying the message, rode
out of the city and made his escape. Much incensed at apparent indifference,
Captain Colve resumed the march, but was met by an officer who offered to
surrender the fort, with all military arms and ammunition, on condition that
officers and men should march out with their arms, drums beating, colors
flying, bag and baggage, without hindrance or molestation.

Captain Manning had to bear the brunt of the general displeasure of the
English inhabitants of New York and of all the New England colonies; but
the force against him was so overwhelming that he could have done no better,
and might have caused great destruction by holding out.

The Dutch commanders, in order to reorganize the government, commis-
sioned Captain Anthony Colve as governor, and changed the name of the
fort to Fort William Henry, and of the city to New Orange; issued a proc-
lamation restoring the form of government as it was when it was New
Amsterdam; and getting nominations from the members of the existing
council, chose the following, all Netherlanders, for officers of the city:
Anthony de Milt, schout; Johannes van Brugh, Johannes de Peyster and
Agidius Luyck, burgomasters; and Willem Beeckman, Jeronimus Ebbingh,
Jacob Kip, Laurens Vanderspeigle and Geleyn Verplanck, schepens.

Governor Colve became active in efforts to place the city on a defensive
footing, and after the fleet had left, he organized the burgher guard;
repaired the city palisades and the works of the fort; razed. several buildings,
paying the owners and giving them lots further removed from the fort, and
he made various ordinances relative to local government. The Treaty of
Westminster, of peace between England and Holland, made February o,
1674, restored the country to the English. The Dutch remained, however,
until November 10, following. Meanwhile the Duke of York secured from
his brother, Charles II, a confirmation of his former title to the country, and
appointed Major Sir Edmund Andros as governor of the Province of
New York.

Andros arrived on November 1, 1674, on the frigate Diamond in com-
pany with the frigate Castle. Previous to that, on October 16, a frigate from
Holland had arrived, bringing instructions to Colve to surrender and vacate
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his province. Andros also brought credentials from the States-General,
recognizing his appointment as the British governor of New York, which,
the day after his arrival, he sent to Governor Colve. The latter asked for eight
days in which to prepare for orderly evacuation, and this was granted;
Major Edmund Andros, in the meanwhile, receiving delegations from the city
magistrates and other local bodies, asking certain securities in regard to future
government of the province; and receiving the assurances of the governor that
Dutchmen and Englishmen should be alike in liberties and privileges, and
that he had been instructed to act with justness and kindness. Governor Colve
called the civil and military officials to a meeting, at which he formally bade
them farewell, and absolved them from their oaths; and the magistrates pre-
sented him with two hundred and fifty guilders for his services as governor.

In the court records of New Orange, the last entry made under Dutch
government in the city says: “Onthe 1oth November, Anno 1674, the
Province of New Netherland is surrendered by Governor Colve to Governor
Major Edmund Andros in behalf of His Majesty of Great Britain.” The
English called the day, which was Saturday, October 31; as the New Style
calendar had not yet been adopted by Great Britain, and on that day Governor
Colve and his troops retired to the Dutch frigate. Governor Andros wrote
from the fort, renamed Fort James, wishing Captain Colve a good voyage,
and thanking him for the gift of his coach and three horses.

Governor Colve’s administration had been short, but creditable. The
record of Dutch government in New York was not blackened by any of his
acts. Governor Stuyvesant, the former Dutch governor, had died a year
before the Dutch recapture, and as a British subject. Lovelace, the English
governor whose province was taken from him in his absence, had come back
to New York during the early part of Colve’s year of administration, and
before the Dutch fleet left. He was terribly in debt, and was arrested at the
suit of several merchants. He was finally permitted to sail with Admiral
Benckes to Holland. His property, which was considerable, for he had not
neglected his personal interests, was confiscated by Colve.

In securing his properties, he had borrowed from the duke’s exchequer,
and for this reason the duke, who claimed Lovelace owed him £7000, kept
him from further public employment, and instructed Andros to hold his estate
until that sum was satisfied. Lovelace died before his estate was fully inven-
toried, January 29, 1679.

The matter of his debts is the chief count in any indictment to be brought
against Lovelace. His absence from the fort was ill-judged, but if he had
been there he could have helped matters little. He was clothed with
despotic power, but was in no degree offensive, and while lacking the
diplomacy of Nicolls, was a friendly and a kindly man.
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C H A P T E R E L E V E N

NEW YORK UNDER SIR EDMUND ANDROS
AND “THE DUKE’S LAWS” |

Major Edmund Andros, who became the first governor of New York
after the final extinction of Dutch authority by the Treaty of Westminster,
was born in London, December 6, 1637. His family, which had been very
prominent for years in the Island of Guernsey, was attached to the fortunes
of the House of Stuart. His father was a minor officer in the royal household,
under Charles I, and as a reward for his faithful service, the son was
appointed a gentleman-in-ordinary to Elizabeth Stuart, Queen of Bohemia; and
had been brought up at court, becoming a favorite of King Charles II, and
his brother James, Duke of York.

Adopting the military profession, he served in the regiment of foot, sent
to America in 1666, and in 1672 was commander of the forces in Barbadoes.
Later in the same year he was made a major in the dragoon regiment of
Prince Rupert, notable as the first English regiment to be armed with the
bayonet. Early in 1674 his father died, and he became seigneur of the fiefs
of Saumarez, and succeeded his father in the office of Bailiff of Guernsey.
He had strengthened his relations with the court by marrying Mary Craven,
who was daughter of Sir Thomas Craven, a sister of Sir William Craven,
and a cousin of Lord Craven—one of the most influential courtiers in the court
of Charles II—through whose influence Major Edmund Andros had obtained
a large grant of land in Carolina.

Major Andros, who was much at court, was chosen for the post of
governor of New York by the Duke of York, not only on the ground of
friendship, but also because he possessed many of the qualifications for the
place. His military experience was valuable, he had considerable knowledge
of America, and of colonial administration, and he was familiar with the
Dutch and French languages. Besides these qualifications, there was no
question about his devotion to the royal family; and the duke felt that his
interests would be safe in his hand.

The Council of the Province of New York included, besides the governor,
the first councilor, Lieutenant Anthony Brockholls, who had come with him
from England; Captain William Dyre, collector of customs; Matthias Nicolls,
who had been restored to his old post as secretary of the colony; and under
the ducal instruction to complete his Provincial Council “from among the
most prudent inhabitants” of the Province of New York, Governor Andros
chose as members John Lawrence, William Dervall, Stephanus van Cortlandt
and Frederick Philipse.
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Lieutenant Brockholls, the chief councilor, who had also been named by
the duke to succeed Sir Edmund Andros in case of his death, was the first
Catholic to be appointed to important office in New York, or in New Nether-
land. He was openly a Catholic, while James was one in secret. Captain
Dyre was son of William Dyre, one of the founders and for many years
secretary of the colony of Rhode Island, and son of Mary Dyre, the
Quakeress, who was condemned to death in Boston, and after being reprieved
for a time on her son’s petition, was hanged in 1660. Having been in
London in 1673, Captain Dyre had sent an urgent petition setting forth a
plan for the recovery of the duke’s lost province and advocating the expul-
sion from it of the Dutch inhabitants. Stephanus van Cortlandt was a
native of Manhattan, born in 1643, son of Oloff Stevensen van Cortlandt
and Annetje, sister of Govert Lockermans; and was a prosperous merchant.
Frederick Philipse, who wrote his own name “Vlypse,” was a native of Fries-
land; was a carpenter when he first came to New Netherland, but in 1660 had
started out as a trader, first acting as skipper of his own vessels. He was
successful in trade, and added to his substance by marrying a rich widow, so
that a tax-list of New Orange (New York) under the Dutch occupation,
showed him as the richest man in the place; with an estate valued at
80,000 florins.

On November 10, 1674, Governor Andros restored the city government
to the English form, appointing Matthias Nicolls, provincial secretary, to be
mayor of the city; and created the office of deputy mayor, which he gave to
John Lawrence, who, though an Englishman, had maintained friendly rela-
tions with the Dutch invaders during the Colve régime. From the
organization of the Common Council under these officers, down to the present
time, the minutes have been kept in English; but the accounts of the city were
kept in Dutch until eight years later.

Captain John Manning, who had surrendered the fort to Colve, had been
taken away by the Dutch fleet, with his wife, and part of the English troops,
and had been landed, without means, at Fayal. With much difficulty he made
his way to England, his wife dying on the journey. When the case came
before the king and the duke, the hopelessness of any resistance to the Dutch
fleet was so apparent that the king declared the fort could not have been held
by so small a force. He returned to Manhattan with Andros, who had
selected him, Governor Carteret of New Jersey, and Matthias Nicolls to con-
duct the negotiations with Colve. After the Common Council had been
reorganized, William Dervall, who had been one of the chief sufferers by the
wholesale confiscations made by Colve, made a formal complaint against Man-
ning, for treachery and negligence in the surrender of the fort. The formal
complaint made it necessary for Andros to call a court-martial, which met in
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January, 1675. The court acquitted him of the charge of treachery, but found
him guilty of neglect of duty; and he was ordered dismissed from the service
of the crown. His sword was broken over his head, in front of the City
Hall, and a book written by Charles Wolley, afterward chaplain to the
governor, says that he was exiled to an island in the East River. It is
doubtful if such exile was included in the formal sentence, but he lived there,
as the island was owned by him, being part of the estate of the West India
Company, which was confiscated by Governor Nicolls. Manning had
received a grant for the island from that governor, and after his death, his
stepdaughter, a Mrs. Blackwell, inherited it. It remained in her family until
1828, when it was bought by the city, which has built penal and charitable
institutions upon it. It still retains the name of Blackwell’s Island.

Following the provisions of the Treaty of Westminster, which had pro-
vided for a restoration, as to property rights, of the status quo ante, Andros
had proclaimed the annulment of Colve’s confiscations, and the recession of
such property to its former owners. This order created much dissatisfaction
among those Dutchmen who had benefited by the confiscations. Even those of
the Dutch who had not profited in this way by the confiscatory policy of
Colve were far less content with English rule than they had been when the
English, under Nicolls, had first taken the island. One reason for this had
been, that when Stuyvesant was director-general, New Netherland had been
under the rule of the West India Company, which had denied to the burghers
many of the liberties and rights which had been theirs in the Fatherland,
while exacting constant tribute from their commerce and industry. When
Colve recaptured the province, however, they had hoped, as direct subjects of
the States-General, to receive the benefit of Dutch civil and religious liberty,
and burgher government such as was enjoyed by the people of the Nether-
lands; and which they much preferred to the Duke’s Laws, even when admin-
istered by such well-intentioned governors as Nicolls and Lovelace.

In 1675 the governor and Council passed an ordinance which, after
reciting the fact that there had been recent changes in the government, and
that other oaths had been imposed upon the inhabitants of New York, stated
that all persons intending to remain in New York must take oaths of
allegiance and fidelity to the King of England and the Duke of York, at such
times and places as might be appointed by the magistrates in the various
places throughout the province. In response to this, eight of the foremost
Dutch citizens, Cornelis Steenwyck, Johannes de Peyster, Johannes van
Brugh, William Beekman, Jacobus Kip, Anthony de Milt, Egidius Luyck
and Nicholas Bayard, expressed their willingness to take the oath on
condition that Governor Andros should confirm the pledge of Governor
Nicolls, to the effect that the capitulation of August, 1664, was not in the

8
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least broken by any words or expressions in said oath; and when questioned
by the governor, declared that they only wished to be assured of future
freedom of religion, and of exemption from the duty of fighting against their
own nation in time of war. Andros declared that they must take the oath
without conditions; and upon their again declining to do so issued to the
sheriff a warrant for their arrest, on the charge of being factious and
seditious persons who were endeavoring to foment disturbance and rebellion.
The eight men petitioned the mayor and aldermen to intercede with the
. governor on their behalf, that they be not compelled to take the oath or to
bear arms against Dutchmen; but the Mayor’s Court recommended that they
be held in bail of £200 each, for trial at the next session of the Court of
Assize, and this was done.

Pending the meeting of the Assize Court the eight men, through Steen-
wyck, sent a petition to the States-General of the United Netherlands, asking
that through their ambassador their case should be laid before King Charles,
and to urge that the Dutch residents of New York should be allowed the
privileges which were given them by the capitulation of 1674, and which they
believed to have been confirmed by the Sixth Article of the Westminster
Treaty of 1674, restoring the status quo. The Dutch ambassador brought the
matter to the notice of the Duke of York, but he said he had no knowledge
of any previous concession to the Dutch residents on the basis of any capitu-
lation. The duke did, however, through Sir John Werden, remind Andros of
his desire that all the residents of New York should be treated with all pos-
sible humanity and gentleness, consistent with the preservation of the honor
and safety of the provincial government.

The Assize Court met in October, and the burghers were arraigned.
De Peyster took the oath without further protest, but the others went to trial
on charge of unlawfully refusing to swear allegiance; and also with violating
one of the navigation acts which forbade aliens to trade in any of His
Majesty’s plantations. They were found guilty upon both counts, and their
property was attached, but finally taking the prescribed oath, the proceedings
were dismissed. ‘

Another case which caused discontent among the Dutch inhabitants was
connected with their fear that English rule would mean a loss of religious
liberty, and the placing of them under the rule of bishops. With Andros had
come Rev. Nicolaus van Rensselaer, youngest son of Killaen van Rensselaer,
the first patroon of Rensselaerswyck, and brother of Johannes van Rensselaer,
second patroon. Both of these patroons remained in Amsterdam; the patroon-
ship being managed successively by Jan Baptist and Jeremias van Rensselaer,
sons of the first patroon. Nicolaus, who had studied for the ministry, in
Holland, had been licensed there according to the rules of the Reformed
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Church. Becoming a protégé of the Stuarts, he went with them to England,
at the Restoration, and received ordination at the hands of a bishop of the
Church of England, becoming pastor of a Dutch congregation in West-
minster. When Andros came to America, the young pastor came with a letter
from the Duke of York, recommending him to Andros for appointment to any
benefice that might become vacant at New York or Albany. Andros, to
whom any recommendation of the duke appealed with the force of a command,
sent him to Albany with a letter to Domine Schaats, directing him to receive
Van Rensselaer as a colleague. Domine Schaats protested against the irregu-
larity of the proceeding, but submitted; but soon accused him of false preach-
ing, and a church trial, at Albany, found him guilty of heresy.

Domine Van Nieuwenhuysen of the church at New York, had previously,
while Van Rensselaer was in the city during the progress of the burghers’
trial, refused him permission to administer the sacrament of baptism in his
church, saying that he was not a lawful minister of the Reformed Church;
that he had been “palmed off” on the church at Albany, but not legally called
to that charge. Van Rensselaer had appealed to the governor and Council,
and Van Nieuwenhuysen had submitted a written statement of his ecclesias-
tical view, which he and his Consistory argued at length before Andros and
the Council. The Domine disclaimed any aspersions against Anglican orders,
but declared that without a pledge to conform to its practices, no minister
could lawfully administer the sacraments in a Reformed Church. The case
ended by a written pledge of conformity to the usages of the Dutch Com-
munion on the part of Van Rensselaer.

After his return to Albany, Van Rensselaer offended again by some
dubious expressions from the pulpit, by which the congregation felt scandal-
ized; and a complaint was lodged against him in 1676, by Jacob Leisler,
who was a deacon in the church at New York, and Jacob Milborne, an
Englishman then resident in Albany; with the result that the Mayor’s Court
of Albany imprisoned him. Upon this he appealed to the governor, who
ordered his release, and directed that Leisler and Milborne should give
bonds to show good cause for his arrest. Leisler refused to do this and was
himself ordered under arrest. The case then came up before the governor
and Council, with the result that the case was referred back to the Albany
magistrates, and settled by a compromise, Leisler and Milborne being com-
pelled to pay the costs of the suit.

While thus officially settled, the parishioners were by no means satisfied
with the ministrations of Van Rensselaer, against whom there were strong
personal, as well as ecclesiastical objections; and they were much relieved
when, a year later, he was deposed by Governor Andros for his notoriously
offensive manner of living.
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Nicolaus van Rensselaer had previously petitioned Andros to appoint him
director of Rensselaerswyck, in place of his brother Jeremias, who had
recently died. Jeremias’ widow, who was a daughter of Oloff Stevensen van
Cortlandt, and her brother, Stephanus van Cortlandt, resisted the application,
but finally agreed to joint control, which continued for several vears until
the death of Domine Van Rensselaer; when Kiliaen, son of Jan Baptist van
Rensselaer, and Kiliaen, son of Jeremias van Rensselaer, became joint admin-
istrators; the first-named Kiliaen ranking as the third patroon and first lord
of the manor of Rensselaerswyck, until his death in 1687; when the other
Kiliaen, his cousin, became the fourth patroon and second lord of the manor.
He and his brother Hendrick, both sons of Jeremias and the daughter of
Oloff Stevensen van Corltandt, were ancestors of the entire American family
of Van Rensselaer.

At the time of King Philip’s War, Governor Andros offered his aid to
the authorities in New England; but they were more afraid of recognizing
the authority of the Duke of York than they were of the Indians, for the duke
was insisting upon the Connecticut River as his boundary. Andros, how-
ever, did valuable, if unsolicited, service by entering into a pact with the
Iroquois, which kept them from siding with King Philip.

Several town officials and individuals on Long Island, and elsewhere in
the province, were arrested during this period upon charges of seditious acts
and words, evincing widespread discontent. The main cause of disaffection
was, that the oft-repeated requests for an assembly were not granted. Letters
from the duke to Governor Andros indicated that the requests had been sent
to England with the recommendation of the governor that they be granted.
But James was a Stuart, and the Stuarts had experiences with Parliaments,
which made them averse to establishing representative government in roval
colonies. In his letters he told the governor that the assembly idea seemed to
him to be dangerous and likely to create disturbances, but declared himself
ready to reconsider the subject if the governor persisted in his recommen-
dations.

As there were private matters which made it advisable for Governor
Andros to visit England, he received permission to do so; and in November,
1677, he sailed, leaving matters in the province in charge of Lieutenant
Brockholls, first councilor. He was given a cordial reception at court, and
knighted by Charles, as an approval of his services in the government of
New York. He left England May 27, 1678, and after a long vovage in a
New England merchant ship reached New York August 7. When he left
England it was thought that a new war was imminent, Charles having con-
cluded a Treaty of Alliance with the States-General of Holland, and Par-
liament having voted him a large sum of money to make war, as an ally of
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Holland, against Louis XIV. But when this coalition threatened, Louis
determined to make peace with the Netherlands and in August the Peace of
Nimeguen was concluded. But in May, when Sir Edmund Andros sailed,
war seemed certain; and the duke, who was Lord High Admiral on colonial
seas, had given Sir Edmund a commission to serve as vice admiral within the
borders of his government, and to establish an admiralty court in New York.
One of his first acts, therefore, after his return to New York, was to confer
admiralty jurisdiction upon the Mayor’s Court.

New Jersey, which had been divided into two parts, that bordering on
Delaware Bay and River being called West Jersey, over which Sir Edmund
Andros assumed fiscal control, while the other portion, accessible through the
Bay of New York, was administered by Sir George Carteret, with the seat of
government at Elizabethtown. The duke, who had given and afterward
revoked a patent to Berkeley to the portion called West Jersey, and had sim-
ilarly granted East Jersey to Sir George Carteret, was trying to get back
control of Jersey; and as Andros’ commission included New Jersey, as well as
New York, Nantucket and Pemaquid, he was instructed to assert the
authority of the duke in East, as well as West Jersey. After the death of Sir
George Carteret, in 1680, Philip Carteret, who was governor of East Jersey,
was instructed to use no authority without the sanction of Governor Andros.
Ignoring the inhibition, Philip Carteret was arrested and thrown into jail ir.
New York. But though Andros presided over the court, and its members
were his appointees, the jury acquitted Governor Carteret, who, however, was
compelled to give bonds to exercise no authority until the matter was decided
in England. The duke submitted the entire matter to Sir William Jones, the
most eminent lawyer in the United Kingdom at that time. He decided the
case fully and unequivocally against the duke’s contention, with the result
that the duke confirmed Governor Carteret’s authority, forbidding the gov-
ernment of New York to interfere with him, and giving new grants both for
East and West Jersey which separated them entirely from the jurisdiction or
supervision of New York.

Several complaints had been sent to England about the administration of
Andros, and the duke sent John Lewin to New York with a commission as
special agent and a summons to Governor Andros to return at once to
England, leaving his government in charge of Lieutenant Brockholls. The
duke and his secretary both sent friendly letters to Sir Edmund. Lewin was
also commissioned to prepare a fiscal report in regard to investigation as to
the revenues of the government, the trade of all parts of the province, and
similar nmatters

When Lewin reached New York, in October, 1680, Sir Edmund was in
Boston in connection with some negotiations concerning the Indians; but as
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soon as he returned he gave notice of Lewin’s commission, to all the courts
of the province; did what he could to aid Lewin in his investigation, held a
meeting with all the justices, in November, receiving from each a report of the
condition of his district. Leaving Lieutenant Brockholls in charge, with the
title of Commander General of the Province, and a special commission as chief
of the militia; and giving Lady Andros a power of attorney to attend to his
private affairs, he sailed for England, leaving New York, January 11, 1681.
He probably expected to return to his governorship, and for two years and
a half Commander Brockholls reigned in his stead; but Sir Edmund Andros
was made an officer of the king's household; sent for Lady Andros, and did
not return to America until 1686, when he was appointed by King James II
to the office of Governor General of the Dominion of New England.

Andros has been written down in history, by most authorities, as a
tyrant; but the more modern view modifies to a considerable extent, the
estimate of him given by the early New England historians. He was a
soldier and a royalist, with a very strict view of obedience to his superiors,
and of a like obedience to himself by his inferiors. But he was a believer in
and a practiser of religious tolerance, and while many of his acts were dis-
tasteful to the people, it was not because he was tyrannical on his own
initiative, but for the reason that he was obediently carrying out the orders of
his royal master. He pleaded with some insistence for permission to establish
an assembly in New York, and was, no doubt, instrumental in the creation of
one, under his successor. In control of the Indian situation he showed mas-
terly ability; and in a complete reorganization of the militia, the repairing of
the fort and strengthening the defenses of the harbor of New York, and
augmentation of the public revenue, he showed superior qualities of
executive skill.

The complaints against Andros which had led to his recall, were chiefly
to the effect that he had given preference to Dutch over English traders;
added to charges in connection with the Carteret matter, before mentioned.
An examination of the charges, which Andros courted, led to his complete
exoneration, and a royal compliment upon the success of his administration:
his appointment as a “Gentleman of the King’s Privy Chamber.”

Commander Brockholls found the task which Governor Andros had left
him a difficult one; and was not a sufficiently strong man to cope with it suc-
cessfully. The customs rates made his first trouble. They had been estab-
lished, under the orders of the duke, for three years, in 1674, and renewed in
1677 for a second period, which expired in November, 1680. The duties were
collected as before, without a formal order by Andros, and when he went
away he left no instructions to Brockholls, except that all things should con-
tinue as they then were.
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Brockholls went up the river to Albany; Captain William Dyre, who was
collector of customs as well as mayor of the city, was ill of a fever. A
vessel came from London, and unloaded her goods, which were taken by the
consignees and placed in their warehouses without any declaration to the
Custom House. When asked about the matter, each of the merchants made
the plea that the customs law had expired by limitation, and refused to pay
any duties. '

When Brockholls returned he called all the available members of the
Provincial Council together. Matthias Nicolls, the secretary, was away in
England; and John West, the lawyer who was filling his clerical positions,
was not a councilor; so the only advice which Brockholls had, was that of
Councilors William Dervall, Stephanus van Cortlandt and Frederick Philipse;
all of whom were merchants. They decided that they had no power or
authority to continue the collection of customs duties without orders from
home. By this time other goods had arrived, and had been detained by Col-
lector Dyre, for unpaid duties. Following the decision of the Council, to
which Commandant Brockholls made no demur, the merchants affected sued
Collector Dyre for unlawful detention of their goods; and on May 31, 1681,
the Mayor’s Court ordered him to deliver the goods to the consignees. On
the same day a number of merchants, headed by Samuel Winder of Staten
Island, filed with the Provincial Council a charge of high treason for having
collected duties after the rates had expired. The commander, in Council,
sent this charge to the Mayor’s Court for further consideration. The mayor,
who was also the defendant, was absent from the court, as were also the
sheriff and two aldermen when this charge was presented. Those present
were William Beekman, the deputy mayor; Peter Jacobsen; Samuel Wilson,
and James Graham. They considered the matter, and returned as their unani-
mous opinion in which they informed the commander, that their court had no
power to punish capital crimes, in which class was the crime of high treason,
with which Captain Dyre was charged. Furthermore, as Captain Dyre was
a member of the Provincial Council, was mayor of the city, and chief member
of their court they could not further examine or meddle with it. The onus of
further action being cast upon him, the commander, in Council, committed
Dyre for trial at the regular autumn session of the Court of Assizes; but at
Dyre's request, changed the order, to have the matter come up at a special
session to be at once convened.

The court, which convened on June 29, and was in session four days, was
composed of Commander Brockholls, his three councilors, the alderman of the
city, John Young, high sheriff of Yorkshire; twelve justices of the peace
from the three ridings of Yorkshire; Thomas Delavall, justice of the peace
of Esopus; John West, who, besides being clerk of the court, sat as justice of
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the peace for Pemaquid and other parts eastward. The grand jury of twenty-
four were all English, except one Dutchman, Cornelis Steenwyck. They
found a true bill against Captain Dyre for high treason. The court ordered
the defendant into custody as the king’s prisoner, and Commander Brock-
holls demanded from him that he surrender his commission and the seal of
the city; which request Dyre, on the ground that he had received them from
Governor Andros, declined to do.

When he was brought into court for trial, on July 1, and the indictment
was read to him, Dyre pleaded “not guilty;” and then, after a score
of witnesses for the prosecution had been examined, he demurred to the
jurisdiction of the court, on the ground that like its members, he had received
his commission from the Duke of York; and that one part of the government
could not proceed against another part. This seemed to impress the court,
which ordered that Captain Dyre be sent to England for trial; and that his
chief accuser, Samuel Winder, give a recognizance of £5000 to prosecute him
in the English courts; and a committee of five was appointed to draft a letter
to the secretary of state, giving an account of the proceedings against
Captain Dyre, and stating that the court was sending him to England to be
tried because he, like the members of the court, held a commission from the
Duke of York; and because the charge against him was that of high treason.

Dyre, together with the letter to the secretary of state, were sent to
England by the ship Hope. On the same vessel went a petition from the
court and the grand jury, to the duke, setting forth the burdens under which
the colony labored while the people were denied the rights enjoyed by
Englishmen at home or in other colonies; and asking for a government con-
sisting of a governor, council, and an assembly to be chosen by the free-
holders. Before any reply to this document could have been received, a
commission came from Governor Andros to Brockholls, making him receiver
general to collect the duke’s revenues. Upon the strength of this, Brockholls
ordered excise to be collected at Albany. An Englishman of that place
refused to pay, and the matter was referred to a jury, which found that there
was no law requiring excise to be paid, unless the orders of the governor
were to be esteemed as law, in which latter case they would find for the
plaintiff; and upon that question they referred the case to the higher
authorities in New York. All around there was a spirit of discontent and
revolt. Brockholls, in letters to Andros, complained that the government had
been subverted and the social condition was one of confusion, disorder, and
contempt of authority; and he also told of the general outcry for an assembly.

Even the Provincial Council was inharmonious, and Brockholls deposed
William Dervall from its membership, leaving Van Cortlandt and Philipse
as his only councilors. John Lewin, the duke’s agent, had continued his
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investigations, and had much incensed the officials, by ignoring them and
taking depositions under oath without any authority from the provincial or
local government; and on that charge Lewin was summoned, on complaint
of Councilor Philipse, before the Mayor’s Court, over which the deputy mayor,
William Beekman, presided. Lewin admitted the charge, and the court drew
up a declaration, which they forwarded to the duke, declaring that notwith-
standing their willingness to aid the agent, he

had ignored them, and had preferred to get his

information in a clandestine and extrajudicial

manner, and that his methods had stirred up

scandal and disorder. Lewin soon after re-

turned, with his report, to England.

The complaints against Sir Edmund Andros
and Captain Dyre were referred to George Jef-
freys (afterward the ill-famed chief justice, but
then solicitor general for the duke), and to John
Churchill, then the duke’s attorney-general, but
later the great Duke of Marlborough. They
examined Matthias Nicolls, secretary of the
Province of New York; Lewin, the duke’s agent,
and several others; and not only acquitted them,
but commended them both for efficient service.

This, however, did not include the high treason oLD DuTcH CHURCH IN GARDEN
charge against Dyre; which languished, because Emfﬁffrm%

Winder did not appear to prosecute. After wait-

ing a long while, Dyre having in the meantime been released on bonds, the
case was dismissed.

With reference to the customs the duke wrote to Brockholls, bidding him
to continue them by some temporary order, and also promised that he would
take steps toward the amelioration of conditions in New York. Meanwhile
he desired him to keep all magistrates in their places, even though their terms
might expire, until further orders from England. But in spite of the duke’s
orders, the New York merchants paid no more customs duties until they were
imposed by a representative assembly. Relief to the strained conditions came
with Colonel Thomas Dongan, whom the duke appointed to be governor of
New York, with authority to create an assembly.
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Cc H A P T E R T W E L V E

THOMAS DONGAN, THE FIRST NEW YORK
ASSEMBLY, AND THE CHARTER OF
LIBERTIES AND PRIVILEGES

The new governor, Colonel Thomas Dongan, was a member of a promi-
nent Irish Catholic family. He was the youngest son of Sir John Dongan,
Baronet of Castletoun, in the County of Kildare; and his older brother,
William, who had been created Baron Dongan and Viscount Claine, in the
peerage of Ireland, became Earl of Limerick in 1685, on the accession of
James II to the throne. His mother’s brother, Richard Talbot, was the boon
companion of the Duke of York in his younger days, and having become
Earl of Tyrconnel, was appointed by James, after his accession to the throne,
as viceroy of Ireland, to carry out the plans of the king to drive the
Protestant religion out of Ireland.

Colonel Dongan, who was born in 1634, was bred to the profession of
arms, chiefly in France, whither his family had gone after the beheading of
Charles I, in 1649. He received a commission from Louis XIV in an Irish
regiment made up of adherents of Charles I, becoming its colonel in 1674, and
taking part in the campaigns against the Netherlands. After the Treaty of
Nimeguen, in 1678, when Charles Il ordered home all British subjects
serving under the French crown, he left that service, in spite of liberal offers
if he would remain in the army of Louis XIV. For his loyalty to the Stuarts,
and his refusal to continue in the French army, he was commanded to leave
France in forty-eight hours; Louis at the same time refusing to pay the sum
of sixty-five thousand livres which was due him for arrears of pay, and for
recruits.

When he reached London, the Duke of York and the king both honored
him. He was given an appointment as colonel in the English army, in 1678,
and to compensate him for his losses in France, an annual pension of £500
.was settled upon him; and he served for two years as lieutenant governor of
Tangier, returning in 1680. He made a short visit to Ireland, then went to
London at the invitation of the Duke of York, to whom he became socially
attached.

When it had been determined that Sir Edmund Andros was not to go
back to New York as governor, the duke selected Dongan to be his
successor; and his commission as such was dated September 30, 1682,
although he did not arrive in New York for nearly a year later. James, in
selecting Dongan, probably had in view plans for the extension of the
Catholic religion in the province; but he was, doubtless, actuated by a reali-
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zation that this man had many special qualifications for the place. His
experience in Tangier had given him some knowledge of administration; he
was a soldier of excellent training and record; and he had a knowledge of
the French and Dutch languages, which would give him certain advantage in
connection with complications over Indian and other questions which had
arisen between New York and Canada; and in governing the Dutch residents
of New York.

Governor Dongan reached Nantasket, Massachusetts, August 10, 1683,
and made the journey from there overland; from Boston he and his consider-
able retinue were accompanied by several Boston gentlemen and a troop of
Boston militia. Crossing the Sound, he found much discontent among the
people in the towns of eastern Long Island, ,who had ever since their
separation from Connecticut, maintained a continuous agitation for a repre-
sentative assembly. These he assured with the statement, that no laws or
rates for the future should be established, except by the action of a General
Assembly; and on Saturday, August 25, 1683, he arrived in New York.

The following Monday he met the Common Council and other officers at
the City Hall, which was then in Coenties Slip, and published his com-
mission; also announcing the duke’s instructions that he should give and
confirm to the city all the rights and privileges now enjoyed, and such others
as might be necessary. The records say that the magistrates escorted the
governor back to the fort, and on Tuesday he dined with the corporation at
the City Hall, where he also met several of the “old magistrates and ancient
inhabitants.”

At the time of Dongan’s arrival, New York had about four thousand
inhabitants. The coming of the new governor practically stopped the dissen-
sions in the province. The duke had given instructions for the reappoint-
ment of Anthony Brockholls as chief councilor, and of Frederick Philipse and
Stephanus van Cortlandt, and other “eminent inhabitants,” not exceeding ten
in number. The duke also ordered that John Spragge, who came with
Governor Dongan, should succeed John West as secretary, and that Lucas
Santen should take the place of William Dyre as collector and receiver
general. Governor Dongan added John Young to the membership of the
Council and later Lewis Morris, who was also a member of the Council of
East Jersey.

Although the duke’s written orders in regard to the government of the
province were quite explicit, they contained no word in regard to religion; a
feature which caused much anxiety among the inhabitants, and particularly
the Dutch. The pastor of the Dutch Church at this time was Domine Selyns,
who had served congregations on Long Island and at the Bouwerie Village,
but had returned to Holland in 1664. He had served parishes in the Father-
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land, and had resisted all invitations to return to New Netherland; but when
on Domine Van Nieuwenhuysen’s death, there had come a call from the New
York Church, he had accepted, and came to the city in 1682. He, with the
other earnest Protestants, had heard with misgiving that the new governor
was a Roman Catholic; which feeling was much accentuated when it was
found that the private chaplain who came with Governor Dongan, Father
Thomas Harvey, of London, was a Jesuit priest. To the governor went the
good domine, with some trepidation, and asked as to the plans he had in
regard to freedom of religion. He came away from the interview fully
reassured, the governor saying that the orders of the duke contemplated full
liberty of conscience; and much impressed with the knowledge, refinement and
modesty of the new ruler of New York. Besides Domine Selyns, who held
two services in the church on Sunday, there was a French congregation
which met after Selyn’s second service; its pastor being Domine Pierre
Daillé, who had been a professor in the Huguenot College at Saumur, France,
and had been sent out by the Bishop of London to serve the French congre-
gation. Immediately after Selyn’s morning service, Rev. John Gordon, a
presbyter of the Church of England, who had been sent out by the Bishop of
London to serve as chaplain of the garrison at Fort James, held a service in
English every Sunday for members of the Anglican Communion. These four
services in one church building represented a degree of intersectarian toler-
ance which could be found in no other part of old or New England at that time.

Governor Dongan, pursuant to the duke’s orders, called for the election
of a General Assembly, which convened October 17, 1683. It was to have
been composed of eighteen members, but only seventeen responded. The
journal of the proceedings of this important body is lost, so that it
cannot be told who was the absent member. Matthias Nicolls, one of
the four members from Manhattan, was chosen speaker of the Assembly,
and among the other members were Henry Beekman and William Ash-
ford of Esopus; Giles Goddard of Pemaquid, and Samuel Mulford of
Easthampton, L. I, who was one of the two members from the East
Riding of Yorkshire. John Lawrence, of the city, was a member either
of this assembly or the second one, which met in 1685, and probably of both;
and William Nicolls, who was a son of Matthias Nicolls, and a lawyer, was
also, in all probability a member from the city; for he claimed in after years to
have been author of the principal act of the assembly which was entitled
“The Charter of Liberties and Priviledges Granted by His Royal Highnesse
to the Inhabitants of New-Yorke and Its Dependencies.”

This was a bold and progressive pronouncement for those days; its first
declaration being that “the supreme legislative authority under His Majesty
and Royal Highness James, Duke of York, Albany, etc., Lord Proprietor of
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the said province, shall forever be and reside in a Governor, Council and the
people met in General Assembly.” This is notable as being the first time “the
people” were ever mentioned in a legislative declaration of the ruling powers
in government. This charter guaranteed to every freeholder the right to vote
freely for members of assembly; provided for the holding of a session of the
General Assembly once in three years at least; forbade the governor to take
any action without the advice of his council; provided for the districting of
the province into twelve counties, and specified the number of their represen-
tatives. The other provisions of the charter took the character of a bill of -
rights and evidently had their inspiration in the Petition of Rights, which
received the assent of Charles I in 1628; guaranteeing against arbitrary
taxation, arbitrary arrest, martial law, the billeting of soldiers and marines
in the time of peace, and granting the ancient English rights of trial by jury.
and of grand inquest in grave criminal or capital cases. It provided for
religious liberty of all classes of Christians, providing that “no person or .
persons which profess faith in God by Jesus Christ shall at any time be any
ways, molested, punished, disquieted or called in question for any difference of
opinion or matter of religious concernment, who do not actually disturb the
civil peace of the province.” Each town might by a two-thirds vote, establish
any communion it pleased, and all inhabitants were then obliged to contribute
to the support of that communion, whether they chose to set up other
churches in the town or not. The “Charter of Liberties and Privileges” was
passed by the Assembly, October 26, 1683, assented to by the governor and
Council October 3oth, and thus became a law, subject only to the veto of the
Duke of York.

The Assembly also passed a revenue bill, which provided for an excise on
liquors, export and import duties; and this bill, proclaimed by the governor
November 1, stopped all cavil about the rights of the duke's collector. The
Assembly passed an act creating twelve shires or counties. Duke’s County
comprised Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket; Cornwall County was the
Pemaquid region in Maine; and the other ten counties, which, with some
changes in boundary are still in existence, were New York, Richmond,
King’s, Queen’s, Suffolk, Westchester, Dutchess, Orange, Ulster and
Albany. Also a naturalization law; a law for registration of land papers
having to do with property worth £50 or more; and other Acts relating to
courts, to criminal offenses, to rewarding the killers of wolves; an act fixing
the allowance to representatives, at ten shillings a day for each day of service
and for sixteen days of travel, to be paid by the respective counties. In all
there were fifteen bills which were passed; and Captain Mark Talbott,
appointed as a special messenger for the purpose, left early in December,
carrying copies of these enactments to London for the approval of the duke
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and the king. The documents were first submitted to the duke’s advisers,
and then to those of Charles, who were much more critical, preparing a
document of “Observations” with regard to the charter in which several
objections were embodied, covering every provision of the charter except that
providing for religious liberty; the chief implications of these criticisms being
that the charter emphasized too much the power of the people, and minimized
too much the authority of the governor in council

Charles II died February 6, 1685, and the Duke of York became King
James II. New York was no longer a proprietary, but a royal province. So
the “Observations,” intended to be advisory to Charles, went to James, March
3, 1685; and the king decided not to confirm the charter. This did not invali-
date the charter, but left it in full and binding effect until the king should
take up the matter again and veto the bill, should he desire to do so.

The accession of James II was celebrated in New York on April 23,
1685, the date of the coronation of the new king and his queen, Mary of
Modena, the militia parading in honor of the event. The governor in council,
meeting May 12, drew up an address to the king, to whom Governor Dongan
personally addressed a letter of congratulation.

The legislature had met in a second session in October, 1684, Matthias
Nicoll again being speaker, and Robert Hammond being clerk, in place of
John Spragge. It made thirty-one laws, chiefly in relation to legal matters
and the procedure of courts, but also including laws in regard to marriage;
regulating brewing; one forbidding slaves and bond servants to engage in
trade, and prohibiting all persons from trusting them for drink or other com-
modities, and authorizing justices to impress men, horses and boats, to
capture and return slaves who should escape from bondage.

Following the custom in England, where the tenure of the House of
Commons expired at the death of the king, Governor Dongan dissolved the
Assembly, but immediately after its dissolution, he issued writs to the sherifts
of each of the twelve counties, in accordance with the law passed in 1683, for
the election of a new assembly. This assembly met in October, 1685, and
passed some laws concerning the courts, and penalizing drunkenness,
Sabbath breaking and profanity, which were approved by the governor, and
others which he vetoed. The speaker of this assembly was William Pinhorne,
an English merchant. No list of the members has been preserved.

William Beekman was succeeded, under Dongan’s appointment, by
Cornelis Steenwyck as mayor, in 1683, and James Graham, a Scotchman, was
appointed to the office of city recorder, John West being continued as clerk.
In October, 1684, occurred the first election for aldermen, assistants, con-
stables and assessors. One of those elected was Nicholas Stuyvesant, second
son of Governor Stuyvesant. As provided by law, the magistrates submitted
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to the governor a list of seven names from which a mayor should be chosen,
and he selected Gabriel Minvielle, a French merchant, who had married a
daughter of John Lawrence. In October, 1685, Nicholas Bayard became
mayor of the city. '

Although in New Netherland burgher government for the city had been
granted by Governor Stuyvesant at the command of the West India Com-
pany, and it had been organized in 1653, it was a city without a charter,
and one absolutely under the autocratic supervision, first of Stuyvesant, and
afterward of the LEnglish governors. During thirty-three years there had
been a demand for representative government and a charter; but neither the
Dutch West India Company nor the Duke of York were in favor of any large
measure of popular government. To Governor Dongan was left the honor
of giving to New York its first charter, ever since prized by the city as a part
of its inheritance of freedom. The charter, which bears date April 22, 1686,
is in the City Hall, preserved in a tin box, which also contains the later
Montgomerie Charter.

The charter runs from “Thomas Dongan, Lieutenant-Governor and Vice
Admiral of New York and its Dependencies, under His Majesty James (the
second) by the Grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland,
King and Defender of the Faith, Supreme Lord and Proprietor of the Colony
and Province of New York and its Dependencies in America.” It recites
that New York is an ancient city within said province, and that the citizens of
the said city have anciently been a body politic and corporate and have enjoyed
divers and sundry rights, liberties, privileges, etc.; not only from divers
governors and commanders in chief of said province, but also of the several
governors and directors of the “Nether-Dutch Nation,” while the same was
under their power and subjection; also that divers lands, tenements and
hereditaments, etc., had been granted to the citizens and inhabitants of that
city; sometimes by the name of schout, burgomasters and schepens of the city
of New Amsterdam, sometimes by the name of the mayor, aldermen and com-
monalty of the city of New York and other names; and had built several
enumerated public buildings, bridges, wharves and docks; had established a
ferry, and that the inhabitants of the city and “Manhattan’s Island” held
various lands, messuages, etc., from and under His Most Sacred Majesty.

All these enumerated rights, liberties, privileges, lands and properties
were by the charter confirmed to the mayor, aldermen and commonalty of
the city of New York. The charter also provided that the mayor, aldermen
and commonalty of the city of New York should form a body corporate and
politic, to be composed of a mavor, recorder, town clerk, six aldermen and six
assistants; that there should also be a chamberlain or treasurer, one sheriff,
one coroner, one clerk of the market, one high constable and seven subcon-
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stables and one marshal or sergeant-at-mace. Nicholas Bayard, then mayor,
was designated as mayor; James Graham, recorder; John West, town clerk;
Andrew Brown, John Robinson, William Beekman, John Delavall, Abraham
de Peyster, and Johannes Kip, aldermen; Nicholas de Myer, Johannes van
Brugh, John de Brown, Teunis de Key, Abraham Corbit, and Wolfert Webber,
assistants; Peter de Lanoy, chamberlain; John Knight, sherift; Jarvis Mar-
shall, marshal; and directed that the high constable should be appointed by
the mayor. The charter provided for the annual election in each of the six
wards of the city, on the feast day of St. Michael the Archangel, of one
alderman, one assistant and one constable for each ward, and one constable
for each division of the out ward.

Besides the confirmation of the title of the city to all of its property then
held, it also gave the city title to all the waste, vacant, and unappropriated
lands on “Manhattan’s” Island, extending to low water mark; and all waters,
rivulets, coves, creeks, ponds, water courses in the city and island, and all
hunting, fishing and mining privileges; for which an annual quitrent of one
beaver skin per year was to be paid. The indorsement on the back of the
charter, of these quitrent payments until 1773, is an interesting detail of the
original document now in the City Hall. IExcepted from the transfer were
Fort James, a piece of ground by the gate called the Governor’s Garden, and,
without the gate, “the King’s Farm, with the swamp next to the same land
by the Fresh Water,” the latter being the property granted in 1705 to Trinity
Church. The charter gave the mayor, recorder and aldermen the right to
hold a court of common pleas for cases of debt and other personal actions. It
went into numerous details in reference to the powers and duties of the
municipality. The document was prepared with great care, and dealt in
a liberal and enlightened spirit with corporate and private rights. Though
dated April 22, 1t was actually signed by the governor April 27, 1686.
Albany received a charter July 22, following, with Peter Schuyler as its
first mayor.

In England trouble was brewing for the colonies in America. James and
his advisers had devised plans for closer royal control of these colonies. To
carry out this idea the eastern colonies had been consolidated into the “Terri-
tory and Dominion of New England in America,” of which Sir Edmund
Andros was commissioned as “Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief.” A
new commission was also issued to Dongan, dated June 10, 1686, creating
him the king’s Captain General and Governor in Chief over his “Province
of New York and the territories depending thereon in North America.”

Instructions from the king, dated May 29, 1686, reached Dongan with
his new commission. They included a veto of the Charter of Liberties and
Privileges, passed by the General Assembly of New York, in 1633, and

9
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declaring its repeal; but continuing in force all other laws of the province.
The instructions also were, that all legislative power should be in the hands
of the governor and Council; and at a meeting on December g, 1686, the
Council decreed that the revenue, and all other laws passed since 1683, except
those which His Majesty had repealed, should continue in force until further
consideration; and on January 20, 1687, issued a proclamation declaring the
dissolution of the General Assembly of the Province of New York. The
king’s instructions further charged the governor that “as much as great
inconvenience may arise by the liberty of printing within our Province of
New York” he should provide that no person should keep any printing press
or do any printing without his special leave or license. Still another pro-
vision contained an inhibition against trading in the river of New York by
East Jerseymen or others, and required that all goods passing up the Hudson
River should pay duties at New York.

The latter provision was intended to remedy a condition which was found
very prejudicial to the welfare of New York, from which much trade was
deflected, because by land and sea goods found their way to New Jersey,
where there was neither excise, customs or export duties.

By this time New York had grown to an important city of eighteen
thousand inhabitants. In February, 1687, Dongan made a comprehensive
report to the Plantations Committee in London, descriptive of the city and
the entire province; its conditions and problems. He said that it was his
belief that not more than twenty English, Scotch or Irish families, had
arrived in New York from England; but that many French families had come
from St. Christopher’s and from England, and many Dutch families from
Holland; in fact the foreigners in the Province of New York so outnumbered
the native-born subjects of His Majesty that he recommended the adding of
the government of New York to that of the neighboring colonies in order
that a more equal balance might be kept between the natural born and
foreign elements, the latter being the prevailing part in New York. As to
the distribution of the population religiously, he said: “New York has a
chaplain belonging to the fort, of the Church of England; secondly a Dutch
Calvinist; third, a French Calvinist; and a fourth a Dutch Lutheran. Here
be not many of England; a few Roman Catholics; abundance of Quaker
preachers, men and women—Singing Quakers, Ranting Quakers, Sabbata-
rians, anti-Sabbatarians; some Anabaptists, some Independents, some Jews; in
short of all sorts of opinions there are some, and the most part of none at ail.”

Dongan’s view was that the Jersev Provinces and Connecticut should be
annexed to New York, and Pemaquid to Massachusetts. When Sir Edmund
Andros came to take his government of New England, he asked Connecticut
to surrender her charter and become part of New England, to which Pemaquid
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had been added. Governor Dongan contended that having lost Pemaquid, he
should be compensated by the annexation of Connecticut to New York; but as
the king decided the question, Andros took into his hands the government
of Connecticut, October 31, 1687; annexing it to Massachusetts, and other
colonies of New England under the rule of Andros as captain general.

Dongan’'s attention was much taken up, during this period, with the
Indian problem, and French aggression in the Indian Country, which he
handled in a masterly way. The French had pursued the Iroquois Indians in
New York territory, had seized fifty Indians and sent them to France to serve
in the galleys. Dongan held a conference with the Indians, at Albany, in
August; and agreed to supply them with arms and ammunition, though he
would not agree to aid them with white troops. The French had threatened
to destroy Schenectady and Albany; and Dongan determined to spend the
winter in Albany, leaving Major Brockholls in charge of his duties in New
York City, and admitting James Graham as a member of the council. Before
he left he appointed Stephanus van Cortlandt to be mayor of the city, and in
September had sent John Palmer to England to lay before the king the Indian
situation, and the conduct of the French in Canada. Dongan held to the
view, originally formulated by Governor Andros, that the Five Nations were
British subjects, and this theory being adopted by King James, he wrote,
Noyember 10, 1687, instructing Dongan to defend and protect the Iroquois
Indians from the Canadians, to build all necessary forts, to employ the
militia of New York, and to call on all the neighboring English colonies
for aid.

On the other hand, the French king complained to James of the actions
of Dongan; and James, who was anxious to be on good terms with Louts,
consented to an agreement by which English and Irench commanders in
America were directed to commit no act of hostility against the territories of
either of the kings. Notwithstanding this agreement, the French became
troublesome in the spring, and in May, 1688, Dongan again went up the river
with a force of soldiers to watch the enemy; appointing Stephanus van Cort-
landt, Irederick Philipse and Nicholas Bayard to take charge of provincial
matters as temporary administrators.

James, the king, had in the meanwhile been working on the problems of
consolidation of his dominions in. America. The New England colonies were
assuming an independent attitude; were wedded to ideas of representative
government very obnoxious to a Stuart, for it was through such ideas at
home that James' father had lost his head. Dongan’s recommendation about
New Jersey and Connecticut had made an impression on him, but Connecticut
had already been joined to New England by Sir Edmund Andros. He there-
fore decided to join New York and New Jersey to the other colonies absorbed
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by New England, and issued a new commission to Sir Edmund Andros,
March 23, 1688, to be governor general of the entire “Territory and
Dominion of New England, covering all of British North America from Pas-
samaquoddy to Delaware Bay and across the continent from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, only excepting “our Province of Pennsylvania and Country of
Delaware.” The king wrote, April 22, 1688, to Governor Dongan
instructing him to turn over to Governor-General Andros the seals and
records of the Province of New York, when he should come to the city to
receive them. This letter reached Dongan in July. He ordered the letter
read in council and spread upon the records of the province, but continued to
govern the province for some weeks afterward; his last official act on the
record being a law made by him and promulgated August 2, 1688, prohibiting
shoemakers to use ‘“the mystery of tanning hides.” \When Governor-
General Andros arrived, August 11, 1688, he was received by an infantry
regiment commanded by Colonel Nicholas Bayard, and a troop of horse.
Governor Dongan then resigned his authority to Andros.

Dongan, in compensation for his loss of his governorship, was offered by
the king the command of a regiment with the rank of major general; but the
offer was declined by him, because he had a great liking for New York, and
property interests in the city and neighborhood which required his attention.
He had a home in the city, and a beautiful garden, of several acres, fronting
on Broadway, between Maiden Lane and Ann Street; where he spent many
of his leisure hours among his flowers. He had also purchased, in 1687, a
manor house with about twenty-five thousand acres of land on Staten Island,
which he formed into the ‘“Lordship and Manor of Cassiltowne,” named after
his father's estate at Castletoun in the County of Kildare. He is also said to
have owned several plots on Manhattan Island, and some land on Martha’s
Vineyard.

After the flight of King James to France, a rumor was prevalent in
New York that some of the Jacobins in New York had plotted to scize the
colony; and because of Dongan’s well-known loyalty to the Stuarts, and the
fact that he was a Roman Catholic in religion, a rumor was abroad that he
was at the head of a conspiracy to burn the city; and that he was harboring
a band of “Papist” co-conspirators on his Staten Island estate. There were
no concealed Papists, and there was no conspiracy; but when Jacob ILeisler
assumed control of New York he had Dongan's hunting-lodge on Staten
Island searched for arms. Four guns found there were regarded as evidence
of guilt, and Dongan went into hiding. He had a brigantine in the bay and
had hoped to sail in it for IEngland, but the weather was bad and so he made
his way overland to New London, where he was joined by Sir Edmund
Andros. He afterward returned to Hempstead, l.ong I[sland, but warrants
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having been issued for him and other coreligionists, in 1690, he went to New
Jersey and thence by sea to Boston, from which place he sailed to England,
in 1691.

His brother, Earl of Limerick (created 1685), followed James to France
and died at Saint Germain, in 1698; but his estates were confiscated and
given to the Earl of Athlone; so Thomas Dongan succeeded to his brother’s
title without the estates. The estates were afterward restored to him upon
condition that he should redeem them by paying those who had purchased
parts of the estate from the Earl of Athlone. This charge, and his brother’s
debts, left him a very meager income, and only a portion of the amounts due
him for advances made when governor of New York, and for his arrears of
pension. He died in London, December 14, 1715, and he lies buried in the
churchyard of the parish church of St. Pancras in that city.

His property in America had been in charge of agents, but he later had
transferred it to his nephews Thomas, John and Walter Dongan. His
nephew Thomas sold the farm at Hempstead to pay the governor's debts, and
the three brothers retained the Staten Island property, which descended to the
heirs of Walter Dongan, because his brothers died without issue.

Governor Dongan's administration was marked by many excellencies and
few defects that were chargeable to him personally. He was generous and
tolerant, just and urbane, desirous not only to be a faithful servant of his
roval master, but also to promote the peace and happiness of the people
under his government, whose rights and liberties he respected and upheld.
None of the royal governors excelled him in the essential qualities of states-
manship and administrative ability.
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END OF STUART RULE IN NEW YORK
THE LEISLER TROUBLES, AND
GOVERNOR SLOUGHTER’S ADMINISTRATION

When Sir Edmund Andros arrived in New York, August 15, 1688, the
change of governors created no dissatisfaction, because he was personally a
very popular man. It did not please the people, however, that the Province
of New York should be merged with the other colonies as a part of New
England. Andros was, however, well received during his short stay, which
was ended by Indian troubles on the frontier between New York and Canada.
When he left New York he went to Albany to resume his old friendship with
the Iroquois, and to give the Indians assurance of cooperation against the
French.

Lieutenant-Governor Francis Nicholson, who had been left in charge at
Boston, was sent for by Andros to go to Albany and take part in these
negotiations; and when they were completed Andros ordered Nicholson to
New York, and himself went to Boston, where his presence was needed
because of Indian troubles in Maine.

Lieutenant-Governor Nicholson arrived at New York, October 1, 1688,
and took up the reins of government, aided by the council, which was com-
posed of Frederick Philipse, Stephen van Cortlandt, Nicholas Bayard and
Joseph Dudley. Nicholson was favorably received, but many of the people
were, soon afterward, considerably alarmed when Father Thomas Harvey,
the Jesuit priest who had come from England as the private confessor and
chaplain of Governor Dongan, was permitted to equip an apartment with
images of saints, and to minister publicly to Roman Catholic worshippers.

King James had aroused Protestant resentment in England by his acts
aiming at the reéstablishment of Roman Catholicism in England. In America
the feeling against him was especially strong in the New England colonies,
where anything that favored Catholicism was frowned upon, and there was, in
fact, little toleration in that region for any religion or sect except Congre-
gationalism. In New York, as has been shown, there had been great toler-
ance, and under Dongan, himself a Catholic, none of the Protestant denomi-
nations had anything to complain of, so far as any hostility on the part of
the provincial government was concerned. Dominant factors in the gov-

-ernmental policy of James II were the desire to reéstablish the Catholic
Church as the State Church of England, and the upbuilding of kingly as
opposed to parliamentary power. Of a piece with his policy at home was
that applied to the colonies, as manifested by his dissolution of the New
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York Assembly and combining all power in the governor in council, and by
his consolidation of New England under one govermment, with Sir Edmund
Andros in viceregal charge.

On November 3, 1688, William of Orange landed in England at Torbay;
in the following month James Il fled to France, and February 13, 1689,
William and Mary were proclaimed king and queen of Great Britain. When
the news reached Boston there was “a buzzing among the people,” so
Andros said; that the buzzing became a roar, and in two days grew to a
revolution; and on April 18, 1689, he was deposed and imprisoned. The
following year he was sent to England wunder charges made by a
committee of colonists, but it was thought impolitic to pursue the matter
further, and he was never brought to trial. He became governor of
Virginia from 1692 to 1698, and of the island of Jersey from 1704 to 17006,
and died in London in 1714. The administration of Andros as governor-
general of New England has been condemned by history; but it was an
administration of obedience to a royal master; the hand was the hand of
Andros, but the acts were the acts of James. In his previous government of
New York his administration was that of a benevolent autocrat and left him
personally popular with the people, and later, in Virginia, he was a popular
governor.

The news of William’s landing, and the flight of James, reached New
York by way of Boston. The people of New York were of various shades of
religious belief, but they were in a large majority Protestant. The anti-
Catholic movement, from their standpoint, crystallized about the persons of
James II and Louis XIV. James had taken away their representative gov-
ernment and had consolidated their province with New England, much
against their will, and was now rumored to be in a “Popish” plot with Louis
XIV; one of the supposed details of which included the capture of New
York by the French and Indians under the Count de Frontenac. Such
rumors were especially alarming to the Huguenots, who formed a consid-
erable part of the population of New York; for the events following the
revocation of the Edict of Nantes, only four years before, were firmly fixed
in their memories.

Besides the matter of religion, there was one of nationality. The popu-
lation of the province was chiefly Dutch, and so of the city, in even larger
proportion. William of Orange was a great name with people of that nation-
ality. To pass from the rule of James to that of Willlam was, with the
Dutch settler, almost an ideal culmination. As for James II, he had few
friends outside of the lieutenant governor and councilors, who were all his
own appointees. Being such appointees they could not abandon his authority
until they knew that another had succeeded him upon the throne; and the
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news of the landing of William and the flight of James did not, they felt,
absolve them from their allegiance. They were, therefore, placed in an
unenviable position during the time following the news of these events and
that when the tidings of the joint coronation of William and Mary arrived
in New York.

The news was unofficial, but convincing, and there was much excitement
in the city. The people generally were rejoiced at the Protestant accession,
and pleased on their own account, because James, the embodiment of
autocracy, was no longer to be their sovereign. Lieutenant-Governor
Nicholson and his council, composed of Stephanus van Cortlandt, mayor of
the city; Nicholas Bayard, colonel of the city militia; Frederick Philipse, and
Joseph Dudley, wealthy citizens, insisted that the Revolution had not over-
thrown the colonial government, which should hold authority until further
advices from England.

By far the greater part of the people held a different view. Although
Nicholson and his councilors professed themselves loyal to William and
Mary, there was general distrust of them, and doubt as to their sincerity. The
fact that Nicholson was of the Catholic faith had a tendency to accentuate
this distrust, which was fanned into a flame by various rumors of Catholic
plots, in which the names of Ex-Governor Dongan, Governor Nicholson,
Father Harvey and others were freely used. The rumors were groundless,
but they were effective. Several of the magistrates on Long Island were
deposed by the people, who elected others in their stead.

Although Nicholas Bayard was colonel of the City Troop, the senior
captain, Jacob Leisler, was its idol; and was also looked up to as a leader by
the populace. One especially persistent rumor was that the “Papists” had
plotted to massacre the Protestants while at service in the church in the fort,
to take possession of the government and erect the standard of King James
and the Pope. A large concourse of the citizens assembled, with the five
militia companies, and surrounded Leisler’s house, and requested him to take
command of the fort.

Jacob Leisler was a native of Frankfort on the Main, born in 1640, son
of Rev. Jacob Victorian Leisler; and had lived a life of adventure. He had
come to New Netherland in 16060, as a soldier, in the service of the Dutch
East India Company, soon after which he left the army. He engaged in the
Indian trade, and amassed a considerable property, and he married Elsje
Loockermans, widow of Cornelis Vandeveer, and thus became uncle by
marriage of both Stephanus van Cortlandt and Nicholas Bayard, who were
afterward his greatest enemies. When the city was ceded to the English he
took oaths of allegiance to the new government, and was among those who
contributed, in 1672, toward the repairs of Fort James. In 1674 he was
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appointed one of the commissioners for the forced loan levied by Colve, at
which time his property was assessed on the basis of a valuation of fifteen
thousand guilders. He was one of the two prosecutors (his son-in-law,
Jacob Milborne, being the other) who made the charge against Rev.
Nicholas van Rensselaer “for dubious words spoken in a sermon” at Albany,
for which Leisler and Milborne were condemned to pay the costs, as related
in a former chapter. Leisler had endeared himself to the common people by
his charitable interposition in behalf of a family of French Huguenots that
had been landed on Manhattan Island so destitute that a public tribunal had
ordered that they should be sold into slavery to pay their ship charges.
Before the sale could be held, Leisler purchased the freedom of the widowed
mother and her son.

Governor Dongan had appointed Leisler one of the commissioners of the
Court of Admiralty in New York, but he had impressed himself upon the
popular mind as a champion of the people and the Protestant religion. Thus
it was that he became the choice of those who distrusted the Jacobite officials,
and the people became divided into parties; one called the Aristocrats,
including Nicholson, his council, and their adherents; and the Democrats, or
Leislerians, including a large majority of the people. When, on June 2, 1680,
the popular gathering asked Leisler to be their leader in the overthrow of the
appointees of James II, he at first refused, but finally acceded to their request
and about an hour afterward received the keys of the fort, which had mean-
while been seized on behalf of the democratic faction by Ensign Stoll.

A strong point in favor of the Leislerians was that the fort contained all
the public funds, the return of which Lieutenant-Governor Nicholson in vain
demanded. The news of the actual accession of William arrived upon the
6th of June, 1689, and the public would have none of the Jacobite office-
holders, though when this definite news that William was indeed king arrived,
the officials all protested their full allegiance to the new monarch. When
Leisler had refused to deliver the money in the fort upon the order of
Nicholson and his council, who designed to remove it to the house of
Frederick Philipse, they had endeavored to secure the customhouse revenues;
but they found that there were no customhouse receipts, because the people
had already refused to pay dues to Matthias Plowman, upon the pretext that
he was a Catholic and therefore should not be permitted to collect money for
a Protestant sovereign.

Although the people had called Leisler to be their leader, and he had
taken charge of the fort as senior captain, he did not set himself up as a
military dictator; but in view of the fact that the nominal rulers had lost
control of the civil authority he, with the other captains, on June 10, called
a convention of delegates to meet on the 26th and choose a Committee of
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Safety. The committee so chosen included Samuel Edsall, Richard Denton,
Theunis Roelofse, Pieter de Lanoy, Jean Marest, Matthias Harvey, Daniel
le Klercke, Johannes Vermilye, Thomas Williams and William Lawrence;
representative of Dutch, Huguenot and English, in whose hands the con-
vention reposed the temporary government of the province.

So far as actual government is concerned, the old officers were practically
deposed. Nicholson, finding his authority disregarded, departed to lay his
case before the home authorities; and Philipse, Bayard and Van Cortlandt
were left to deal with the problems of disaffection and revolt. At a council
held on the 25th of June, they removed Plowman, the Catholic collector,
wishing, as they declared, “to quiet a restless community.”” They sent
Bayard, a day or two later, with some others, to take charge of the Custom
House, but found that the Committee of Safety had already appointed a
collector of their own, who was accounting to that body for the customs
receipts. \When Bayard and his supporters acted as if they would try to take
possession of the Custom House, they were handled roughly by the crowd.
None of them were seriously hurt, but Bayard, finding his presence
obnoxious to the people, concluded to seek safety in Albany, where his
brother-in-law, Peter Schuyler, was mayor. IFrom there Bayard claimed to
be at the head of the government of the province and denounced Leisler as
“an arch-rebel.”

The Committee of Safety took charge of affairs in the province and its
authority was readily acknowledged in various counties except Albany and
Ulster, which were under the control and authority of Schuyler, Bayard and
the Jacobites. They made Jacob Leisler “captain of the fort,” and on August
16, authorized him to act as commander in chief of the province until
further instructions should come from London. New England approved the
selection, and the General Court of Massachusetts sent two deputies to New
York with the congratulations of that province, and with offers of such
assistance as he might need to maintain his authority as the representative of
the new Protestant government. These deputies brought to New York the
first copies of the proclamation of William and Mary on their accession,
which Leisler ordered proclaimed at the sound of the trumpet at the fort and
the City Hall.

News also came that the French court had taken up the cause of the
deposed monarch, James II, and that war with France must soon ensue.
Leisler set about repairing the fortifications, stockaded the fort and erected
a battery of seven guns to the west of 1t, the public park in that location
retaining the name of “the Battery” to this day. The Jacobite officials who
had gone to Albany were still defiant to the claims of Leisler, and the conflict
of authority in that region, which was threatened by prospects of an Indian
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attack, made matters more difficult. In. November, Leisler sent his son-in-
law, Jacob Milborne, with an armed force to render such assistance in the
defense of Albany as might be necessary, provided that Leisler's authority
was recognized by placing the fort under command of Milborne. The
Jacobite officeholders refused, and Milborne returned.

Early in December the Committee of Safety requested Leisler to take
the duties of lieutenant governor and to appoint a council to act with him until
definite instructions should be received from King William. Acting
upon this request he chose eight members of the Committee of Safety to be
his council, including Peter Delanoy, Dr. Samuel Staats, Henry Jansen and
Johannes Vermilye, from the county and city of New York; Captain Gerardus
Beeckman, M.D., from Kings; Samuel LEdsall, from Queens, and \William
Lawrence from Orange. In many of the histories of this period, Leisler has
been pictured as a traitor and a demagogue, whose support came only from
the rabble; but his councilors were citizens of repute and standing, and
among them -were the ancestors of families who have stood and still stand with
the best in New York and other States. The council thus constituted was the
most democratic in its organization that had yet been appointed in New York;
having been called with the understanding that the acts of a majority were
to be the acts of all.

About the time of the organization of this council, there came from
William and Mary a letter, dated July 4, 1689, addressed *‘to Francis
Nicholson, Esquire, Our Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief in
Our Province of New York, and in his absence, to such as, for the
time being, take care for preserving the peace and administering the
laws.” As Nicholson was gone, Leisler took this as giving him authority,
until superseded. ~On January 22, 1690, Nicholas Bavard, who had
continued his agitation against Leisler, was arrested, and imprisoned in
the fort. Two days later he wrote a letter addressed “To the Hon. Jacob
Leisler, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of New York, and the
Hon. Council,” stating that he is sick, acknowledges his error, craves pardon
and humbly petitions for release from prison. The petition was not granted,
and Bayard remained in the jail for a year, nursing his vengeance.

Bayard's recognition of Leisler in his petition, however unwillingly
made, was soon followed by similar action on the part of the authorities at
Albany, who, facing an Indian uprising, gladly welcomed Jacob Milborne
and his troops, though it involved recognition of Leisler and his government.

The Count de Frontenac, who had been reappointed governor of Canada
by Louis XIV, in October, 1689, entered upon a course of aggression against
New York. Canada had suffered much by the invasion of Indians from New
York, and Frontenac’s royal master had definitely taken the side of James
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call, in the convening in New York, in May, of the first Colonial Congress,
which apportioned to each of the colonies the number of troops each should
furnish, of which the quota of New York was four hundred men.

Leisler also equipped, and dispatched against Quebec, the first fleet of
men-of-war that had been sent from the port of New York; and according
to De Peyster, spent a large part of his own estate in this public enterprise.
Leisler was democratic in his principles, and influenced the subsequent
history of New York, by his recognition of the idea of a representative
assembly as the seat of legislative authority, and the source of taxation; for
although Leisler was overthrown, the Provincial Assembly was continued.

While Leisler was thus caring for the interests of the province, events
occurred in England which were soon to bring him disaster. King William
commissioned Colonel Henry Sloughter to be governor of New York, and
ordered Major Ingoldesby, with an independent company of British regulars,
to come to New York for the defense of the province. These two officials
were on separate ships, but were parted in a storm and Major Ingoldesby, with
his troops, arrived three months earlier than did the new governor.

When Major Ingoldesby reached New York Bay, in January, 1691, his
first visitors were Philipse, Van Cortlandt and others of the anti-Leislerians,
who stated their side of the case. Ingoldesby had no credentials or authority
either from the king or Governor Sloughter to decide upon Leisler’s claims
to hold the place of lieutenant governor, under the king's letter, before men-
tioned, as well as by the election of the Committee of Ten, which he believed
gave him the right to act until his successor should present his credentials.
Therefore when Major Ingoldesby demanded of him the possession of the fort,
Leisler replied, requesting to see his orders either from the king or the
governor. Ingoldesby, ignoring this request, sent the brusque reply: “Pos-
session of His Majesty’s fort is what I demand.” Leisler replied that as he
had seen no credientials, he would not deliver the fort, but that he would
provide all courtesy and accommodation for his troops.

The people finding a controversy between their popular governor and
this new-arrived soldier who had, as an introduction, been consorting with
the much-disliked Jacobite officials, became greatly excited; and according to
the narrative of Domine Varick, who was an eye-witness of the scene, they
ran from all the houses toward the fort as if to repel a public enemy, and
opened a brisk fire, and in the mélée two persons, one a soldier and one a
negro were killed. Concerning this reception, Ingoldesby wrote an angry
letter to Leisler, who returned a reply, sayving that having investigated and
found the charge true he would punish the offenders if they could be found.

For three months affairs went on in this manner, Leisler, with his council
and nearly all the people maintaining Leisler’s authority, while Philipse, Van
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Cortlandt and Ingoldesby were defiant of it. Though there was much excite-
ment, there was no bloodshed. Finally Governor Sloughter arrived in the bay,
March 19, 1691, was rowed in a barge to the landing, where he was met by
Ingoldesby and the anti-Leislerian leaders, with whom he proceeded to the
City Hall. There, messengers from Leisler came, and were arrested by order
of Sloughter, who took Leisler’s letter from them and pocketed it without
reading. He then installed a Council, and ordered that Leisler and the mem-
bers of the Leisler council be arrested. Ingoldesby executed the order, and
the nine men were imprisoned.

Brought to trial on the charge of treason and murder (the latter charge
referring to the killing of the soldier, Josias Browne, in the conflict which
had occurred upon Ingoldesby’s arrival), Leisler and Milborne refused to
plead until the court should decide the one question—Whether the king’s
letter received by him (addressed to Nicholson), had given him the
authority to assume the government in Nicholson’s absence? This question
was referred by the court to the governor and Council—Sloughter, Philipse,
Van Cortlandt, Minvielle and the others—Leisler’'s worst enemies, and of
course they decided against him. The trial proceeded and Leisler, his son-
in-law, Milborne, and six members of the council were convicted and sen-
tenced to death; Leisler and Milborne having refused to plead and being tried
as mutes.

After conviction, they asked reprieve until the king shall be heard from,
to which Sloughter verbally agreed. Domine Daillé presented a petition on
Leisler’s behalf, signed by eighteen hundred people. But the few on the other
side had the ear of His Excellency, who decided to leave it to the Council. In
the Council on May 14, 1691, Philipse, Bayard, Van Cortlandt, Nicolls and
Minvielle, declared it “absolutely necessary that the execution of the principal
criminals (Leisler and Milborne) should take place at once.” On the next
evening, Thursday, May 15, there was a festive gathering in Bayard’s
house. Many chroniclers say that wine (of which Sloughter was overfond)
flowed freely, and that he was under the influence of that fluid when, much
persuaded, he signed the death warrant for Leisler and Milborne, late
Thursday night; and on Saturday, May 17, these two men of blameless
private lives were first hanged and then beheaded. Leisler, in his last address,
protested his devoted loyalty to the king, and declared that he would have
delivered the fort to Ingoldesby if that soldier had presented his credentials.
He met his death calmly and bravely. His son-in-law, Jacob Milborne, was
no less brave, but not so calm as his chief; and seeing in the crowd Robert
Livingston, who had been one of the bitterest of the enemies of Leisler, said
to him from the scaffold: “Robert Livingston, for this I will implead thee
at the bar of God!”
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The killing of these men was a judicial murder; and in the cases of the
other condemned men the judgments were finally set aside, while the estates
of Leisler and Milborne, which had been forfeited by attainder, were
restored to their families. The bodies of Leisler and Milborne, which
were, immediately following their execution, buried on Leisler’s property,
near what is now the corner of Spruce Street and Park Row, were taken up
and buried, in September, 1698, in the cemetery of the Reformed Dutch
Church in Garden Street, now Exchange Place.

Governor Sloughter’s career as governor was short. In compliance with
instructions from King William he had called, upon his arrival, a Provincial
Assembly, which convened April 9, 1691, and in a brief session passed
fourteen laws, of which the most important was one to establish a Supreme
Court for the province, under which the governor appointed Joseph Dudley
as chief justice; Thomas Johnson, second justice; and Willlam Smith,
Stephen van Cortlandt and William Pinhorne, associate justices, to compose
the first bench of the new court.

In this administration, also, the “Test Act” was enforced, by which
every civil and military officer was required to take the oaths of allegiance to
and supremacy of the king’s authority; to publicly receive the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, according to the usage of the Church of England, and to
subscribe a declaration against the Romish doctrine of Transubstantiation.

The Provincial Council, by appointment of William III, consisted of
Frederick Philipse, Stephen van Cortlandt, Nicholas Bayard, William Smith,
Gabriel Minvielle, Chidley Brooke, William Nicolls, Nicholas de Meyer,
Francis Rombouts, Thomas Willett, William Pinhorne and John Haines.

Four months and four days after his arrival—on July 23—Governor
Sloughter was taken suddenly ill and died within a few hours. Those about
him, who had been the enemies of Leisler, suggested that some of Leisler’s
adherents had bribed a negro to put poison in the governor’s coffee, but a
post-mortem examination showed that the death was from natural causes. He
was one of those needy adventurers, immoral in private life and notoriously
intemperate, who, for some reason, usually through the influence of some
court favorite who wished them across seas, were foisted in important
positions upon the colonies in America. He was weak and easily controlled,
and so was made the instrument for the carrying out of the plans of Leisler’s
enemniies.

Major Richard Ingoldesby was appointed by the Provincial Council to
act as governor in Sloughter's place until the king should name his successor,
and served thirteen months without important incident, until the arrival of
the new governor, Colonel Benjamin Fletcher; when Major Ingoldeshy
returned to his former post as commandant at the fort.
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BENJAMIN FLETCHER’S ADMINISTRATION
THE FIRST PRINTER—FOUNDING OF
TRINITY CHURCH—FLETCHER AND THE PIRATES

The ship Wolf, bringing Colonel Benjamin Fletcher, the new governor
of New York, arrived off Sandy Hook on Sunday, August 28, 1692, and
flag signals from the Narrows told the news to Fort William. The next
morning, a large concourse assembled at the landing place, headed by Chief
Justice Joseph Dudley, the mayor, Abraham de Peyster, the Provincial Council
and the Common Council of the city, with all the militia regiments in arms
and a large company of citizens. With salutes from guns and acclamations
from the people the procession moved to the Council Chamber where the new
governor’s commission was read and the council sworn in; the membership
now being Joseph Dudley (chief justice), Frederick Philipse, Stephen Cort-
landt, Nicholas Bayard, William Smith, Gabriel Minveille, Chidley Brooke,
William Nicolls, Thomas Willett, William Pinhorne, Thomas Johnson, Peter
Schuyler, John Lawrence, Richard Townley and John Young. A year later,
Caleb Heathcote replaced Joseph Dudley in the council, and William Smith
was appointed chief justice in place of Dudley, who returned to England,
and was appointed governor of the Isle of Wight. William Pinhorne, the
recorder, moved to New Jersey and was succeeded by James Graham.

The City Council at this time consisted of Abraham de Peyster, mayor,
and common councilors William Beekman, Alexander Wilson, William
Merritt, Thomas Clarke, John Merritt, Garrett Dow, Johannes Kip, Robert
Darkins, Peter King, Brandt Schuyler and Stephen De Lancey.

Upon the arrival of Governor Fletcher in New York, he at once aligned
himself with the anti-Leislerians. The six associates of Leisler, who had
been sentenced to death but not executed, were still in prison when he took
office, but orders came from King William that Fletcher should pardon them,
which he did; but first tried to exact from them a confession of guilt, which
they refused, then he secured from them a promise not to leave the province
without his consent, which they gave, though the king’s order had attached
no such condition to their pardon. Though his personal relations were chiefly
with Leisler’s enemies, he found that the feeling of resentment on the part of
the populace in general was very strong, and as there were several of the sup-
porters of Leisler, besides the condemned men in jail, who had been placed
under recognizances upon various charges during the administration of
Sloughter and Ingoldesby, he discharged all these obligations and dismissed
all proceedings growing out of the Leisler movement. While he spoke fair

10
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to the Leislerians of influence, and expressed himself in a letter to former
Chief Justice Dudley as greatly gratified over the peace that had come between
the two factions, his personal association continued to be with Leisler’s
enemies, who still held the reins of the provincial government.

The lull of public discontent which inspired this feeling of serenity in the
governor, was soon dissipated. Throughout the province men discussed with
anger, the retention of “the old King James Council,” who had compassed
the death of Leisler, and there was a general demand that reparation should
be made; that Leisler’s and Milborne’s estates should be restored to their
families, and that punishment should be meted out to his persecutors.
Abraham Gouverneur, one of the paroled prisoners, escaped in a fishing boat
bound for Boston, where he arrived after being wrecked on Nantucket Shoals.
He wrote a letter from Boston to his parents, telling of his adventures and
how he had been kindly received by Sir William Phipps, the Governor of
Massachusetts, who praised Leisler and declared the necessity for the ousting
of the Jacobite council at New York. This letter fell into Fletcher’s hands
and brought from him an angry response addressed to Governor Phipps,
rebuking him for speaking ill of a neighboring and friendly government, and
demanding that Gouverneur be returned to New York as a fugitive from
justice. Phipps denied using the words attributed to him but declined to sur-
render Gouverneur, who went soon after to England and aided Leisler’'s son
in his long efforts to have the attainder of Leisler reversed, and at the same
time to discredit Fletcher before the king and influential officials of the
government.

The Assembly, which met soon after Governor Fletcher entered upon his
administration, abolished the monopoly granted to New York, in 1678, of
bolting and baking. It had been very lucrative to the millers and bakers of
New York, but a burdensome exaction to the people of the other towns in the
province. Fletcher had much trouble with fiscal matters, there being a pro-
vincial debt of £3000, and the burden of the Indian War had been largely
thrown upon New York; the other colonies making no provision to help in
that direction. The people were taxed to the limit, and this, together with
the Leisler question, made Fletcher's way difficult. He called another
assembly to take up the matter, but that body, despite Fletcher’s insistence,
added little to the tax burden.

Fletcher took prompt action in the Indian troubles when a French and
Indian force swooped down upon the neighborhood of Schenectady, and
with forces including the commands of Colonels Bayard and Lodowick from
New York, Colonel Cortlandt, of Kings, Colonel Willett of Queens, Major
(and Mayor) Peter Schuyler, of Albany, and Lieutenant-Colonel Beeckman,
of Ulster, soon drove back the enemy. The governor held a grand council
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with the Five Nations and River Indians, which extended from June 23 to
July 6; at which important treaties were concluded, and a stronger alliance
of the Indians with the British authority was secured. Fletcher’s prompt
and efficient service in this connection was recognized by the Common Council
on his return, by an address of  congratulation, and by an order entered upon
the minutes of the council, July 14, 1693, that a gold cup should be presented
to His Excellency, on behalf of the city, as a token of their gratitude. Six
days later Mayor De Peyster reported that he had bought twenty ounces of
gold for the cup, of Peter Jacob Marius, and had delivered it to Cornelius
Vanderburgh to be made.

There was no object for which Governor Benjamin Fletcher worked
more zealously than the establishing of the Church of England in New
York. It was among the chief items in his instructions, and he tried to
impress it upon the Assembly in session soon after his arrival, but without
success, and with the next Assembly to no more purpose. Most of the
members were either Dutchmen, aligned with the Reformed Dutch Church,
or New Englanders of Congregationalist antecedents and membership,
neither class being favorable to episcopacy. But the next Assembly, which
met in September, 1693, was more favorable to the project, and passed a law
known as the “Settling Act,” providing for the building of a church in the
city of New York, two in Suffolk, two in Westchester and one in Richmond
counties, and providing for the installing in each of a Protestant minister
whose salaries, ranging from forty to one hundred pounds per annum were
to be paid by a tax levied on the freeholders.

A petition was presented, March 9, 1696, to Fletcher, for a license
to purchase a small piece of land without the North Gate “between the King’s
Garden and the burying-place” to build a church for the use of the
Protestants of the Church of England; to solicit and receive voluntary con-
tributions and to perform other acts necessary for these purposes. The
petitioners, who described themselves as inhabitants of the city of New York
and members of the Church of England, were Thomas Clarke, Robert
Leveting, Jeremiah Tothill, Caleb Heathcote, James Evetts, William Morris,
Ebenezer Willson, William Merritt, James Emott and R. Ashfield. Governor
Fletcher not only granted the license, but in a proclamation commended the
project; and the managers met with great success in their subscription, in
which all classes took part, even the five Jewish merchants giving their aid
to the project.

The managers, having nearly completed the church, applied May 6,
1697, for a charter under the “Settling Act,” for the yearly maintenance
for the minister provided in that Act, and for such lands as His Excellency
and the Council thought fit. The Charter of Incorporation was granted, and
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and Rhode Island and East and West Jerseys; and also as full authority
over Pennsylvania and Delaware as over New York. He met with a rebuff
when he went to Connecticut, and none of the New England colonies would
furnish troops to Governor Fletcher to prosecute the war against Canada.
He went to Philadelphia, in April, 1693, to assume the government, which
was at once surrendered to him; summoned the Assembly of Pennsylvania and
demanded money to defray the expenses of the expedition against the French
in Albany. The result was that the assembly passed a bill for a tax of a
penny in the pound for the support of the government and a poll-tax of six
shillings, which yielded $700. Fletcher appointed William Markham as
deputy governor of Pennsylvania.

Among the acts of Governor Fletcher while in Philadelphia, was to pre-
side at the trial of Wilham Bradford, the printer. He had printed a pamphlet
by George Keith, which accused the Quaker authorities of Pennsylvania of
violating their pacific principles by aiding in the capture of a privateer; and in
consequence, Bradford’s press and materials were seized, and he was thrown
into prison. He was acquitted at the trial, but felt discouraged from further
activity in Philadelphia. Governor Fletcher, however, persuaded him to
remove to New York, where the Provincial Council had passed a resolution
to employ a public printer and pay him a salary of £40 per annum. He was
appointed Royal Printer, and entered upon his duties, April 10, 1693, and
served for over fifty years, dying in New York, May 23, 1752, aged 89 years.

It is believed that the first book printed in New York was one by Colonel
Nicholas Bayard and Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Lodowick, entitled, “A
Journal of the Late Actions of the French at Canada, with the Manner of
their being Repulsed by His Excellency, Benjamin Fletcher, Their
Majesties’ Governor of New York.” There is no copy of this original
American edition, but of a London edition, printed later in the same year,
two copies are extant. The second (some authorities say the first) of the
books printed by Bradford was a small volume of the laws of the province;
and another early book was a 24mo volume of 51 pages, entitled “A Letter of
Advice to a Young Gentleman leaving the University, concerning his
Behavior and Conversation in the World, by R. L. Printed and sold by
W. Bradford, Printer to His Majesty, King William, at the Bible in New
York, 1606.” Bradford not only did the first printing in New York, but
also issued the first newspaper, a weekly, printed on a small foolscap sheet,
under the title of New York Gazette, the first number of which appeared
October 16, 1725.

During the administration of Governor Fletcher New York attained
enviable notoriety for the harboring and encouragement of pirates. The
prevalence of piracy began with the system of privateering, which all the
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maritime nations used as a method of effective warfare, which they regarded
as perfectly legitimate. The business of privateering was attractive to the
most adventurous, and in many cases the most unscrupulous class of mariners.
The high seas were poorly policed in those days. The privateer with a king’s
commission to destroy or plunder the ships of an enemy, often found a richly
laden vessel of a neutral power too much of a temptation; and from priva-
teering graduated into actual piracy. Captain William Kidd, who was
executed in London, May 24, 1701, for piracy and murder, was a commis-
sioned and trusted privateer before he became one of the most famous pirates;
and before being a privateer was one of the most prominent ship captains
sailing out of New York.

Piracy especially flourished in the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean, and
much of the booty found a market in New York. Pirate captains, who called
themselves privateers and were dressed with oriental magnificence, armed with
gem-hilted swords and pistols, were frequent and prominent visitors in New
York. Some of them were men of wide travel and attractive conversational
powers, and became familiars of the governor. It was charged against Gov-
ernor Fletcher that he was protecting piracy for his private gain; that he had
granted commissions as privateers to Thomas Tew, John Hoare and other
well-known pirates, for money for himself; and that he had taken as a present,
the pirate ship Jacob, and had sold it for £8o0.

Jacob Leisler’s son had been in London agitating for a reversal of the
attainder against his father, and with equal zeal against Governor Fletcher,
who gave all his support to the anti-Leislerite party. With him was Abraham
Gouverneur, one of those who had been convicted with Leisler, and who, as
has been stated, went to London via Boston after his release from jail. A
still more powerful ally of these in opposition to Fletcher, was Robert
Livingston, of Albany, who was in England with a claim against the gov-
ernment for money advanced, and supplies furnished, during and after the
War of 1688. His claim had been resisted by Fletcher, and Livingston
turned his attention more particularly to efforts for the removal of Fletcher.
The charges which he brought were of interfering with the freedom of
elections by marching voters to the polls to intimidate electors; also of
refusing to account for public moneys received, and of receiving bribes.

Charges from other sources were, that Governor Fletcher had granted
large tracts of land for trifling considerations, and that he had drawn funds
from England for full muster rolls for the forts, when they were not half full.

In London, the attorney-general and Robert Weaver represented the king,
and Sir Thomas Powis was counsel for Governor Fletcher in an investigation
before the Lords of Trade, in 1698; and the board reported to the king, that
Fletcher's proceedings were a mneglect of duty and an encouragement to
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piracy; that his grants of such large tracts of land to single persons was
reprehensible; and recommended that these charges be referred to the
attorney-general for further action. The king and the Bishop of London,
however, were personally friendly to Fletcher, the king, because of the gov-
ernor's military service in the Irish War, and the bishop, because of
Fletcher’s service in establishing the Church in New York.

Before the board had convened, however, requests for Fletcher’s depo-
sition had come from so many sources in New York, that the king had
recalled Fletcher and had appointed the Earl of Bellomont as governor, to
succeed him. Bellomont’s commission was dated June 18, 1697, but delays in
London, and storms on the voyage, prevented him from reaching his govern-
ment until 1698.

Bellomont, before leaving England, had been in touch with Leisler,
Gouverneur, and especially Robert Livingston; from whom he had received
the belief that Fletcher was a corrupt man, who not only encouraged piracy,
but was an embezzler of public moneys. It was urged upon him that Fletcher
should not be permitted to depart until his accounts had been investigated by
the Provincial Assembly; but the new governor contented himself with
taking from Colonel Fletcher bonds in the sum of £10,000 to answer to the
king for all public money irregularly disposed of by him.

There seems to be no record of Colonel Fletcher’s later career or the
date of his death.

HOME OF CAPTAIN WILLIAM KIDD, 1696
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THE EARL OF BELLOMONT’S ADMINISTRATION
LAND-GRABBERS AND SEA PIRATES—CAPTAIN KIDD
LEISLERITES IN THE SADDLE

Richard Coote, Earl of Bellomont, was a man of commanding
presence and genial disposition. His grandfather, Sir Charles Coote, had
served with distinction against the Irish in the Rebellion of 1641. The
family continued to reside in Ireland, and took an active part in the resto-
ration of Charles II, who created the two sons of Sir Charles, in 1660, mem-
bers of the Irish peerage under the respective titles of Earl of Montrath
and Baron Coote of Colooney.

Richard, son of Baron Coote, was born in Ireland in 1636, and when,
on the restoration of the monarchy, his father became occupied about the
court, he also mingled with the younger members of the court circle.
After the accession of James, he spent most of his time on his estates in
Ireland and, being a Protestant, had no sympathy with the efforts made
by that king to make the Roman Catholic Church the established church
of England. He was elected to Parliament, and in 1688 was one of the
first adherents of the Prince of Orange. In the Jacobite Parliament held
by James II, in Dublin, in 1889, he was attainted of treason, but in the same
year he was created Earl of Bellomont by William IIT and appointed
treasurer and receiver-general to Queen Mary.

In November, 1697, William II appointed him governor of New York,
and soon after made him also governor of Massachusetts and New Hamp-
shire, but through various delays he did not arrive in New York until
April 2, 1698. Before his coming he had become interested, in various
ways, with questions of vital interest pertaining to New York and the
other colonies. One of these was related to the execution and attainder
of Leisler, which, although the death of Leisler occurred in 1691, had been
kept alive by the untiring efforts of Leisler’s son and others in London
to have the attainder of high treason removed, and the land restored to
Leisler’s heirs. This was done through the action of Parliament and
the approval of the king in 1695.

The Earl of Bellomont was a member of the parliamentary com-
mittee which examined the subject and reported on it, and in Parliament
made a speech on the bill, denouncing the execution as a murder. In a
letter to Rev. Increase Mather, soon afterward, he expressed his views
still more strongly, stating his opinion that Leisler and Milborne “were not
only murdered, but barbarously murdered.” When he came as governor
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he brought the same views with him. Curiously enough there had been
published, just before Bellomont’s arrival, several pamphlets of an anti-
Leislerian tenor, one of which came from the press of William Bradford,
in the early part of 1698, with the official approval of Governor Fletcher
and his council. The Rev. Ashbel G. Vermilye, D.D., whose monograph
on “The Earl of Bellomont and Suppression of Piracy” forms a part of
Wilson’s “Memorial History of the City of New York,” very pertinently
regards this reopening of the old story at this time as an evident attempt
to create an opposition in the aristocratic party against the administration
of the incoming governor.

But the principal reason for the appointment of Lord Bellomont by
Willlam was given in that monarch’s letter of notification to him, in which
he stated that he had appoined Bellomont to the place because he thought
him a man of resolution and integrity, and with those qualifications more
likely than any other he could think of to put a stop to the illegal trade
and to the growth of piracy, New York being “remarkably infected with
those two dangerous diseases.” Bellomont was chosen for the task because
he had shown particular interest in the suppression of piracy, which sub-
ject had much troubled the lords of the Admiralty. In 1695 that body had
determined to take vigorous measures against the pirates, some of the
boldest of whom were known to be from New York and Rhode Island,
and some from other colonies.

It was not practicable to employ men-of-war for the purpose, because
they were all needed for active service in the French war; so the plan
was to send out a privateer, with letters of marque, who could operate
against French commerce and the pirates, as either of these enemies of
the king might be encountered. The most important question was to
secure the right man for the place.

In London, at that time, was Robert Livingston, a rich New Yorker
whose Scotch family connections had procured him the entrée into the
court circle in London. Livingston had, from the position of town clerk
in Albany, through political influence, purchased from the Indians, grants
from the government, and in other ways, secured an estate comprising
one hundred and sixty thousand acres of the finest land on the Hudson.
Livingston had been counted as against Leisler in the troubles which had
followed the accession of William and Mary, but had afterward been an
active helper of young Leisler in the successful endeavor to reverse the
attainder against his father. Through this relation he had become
acquainted with the Earl of Bellomont, who consulted with him as to the
proposed plans for the suppression of piracy. Livingston was sure that
he knew just the man that was needed to command the proposed
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operations against the pirates, one Captain William Kidd, master mariner
who had done valiant service in the West Indies, and who had been compen-
sated with a grant of £150 by the General Assembly of New York.

Livingston was fully justified by the reputation which Kidd bore in
New York, in his recommendation of the captain to Lord Bellomont.
Captain Kidd was regarded as a thoroughly reliable man, brave, well
educated, widely traveled in Oriental as well as Western seas, and one of
the most skillful mariners of his day. He had an estimable wife and little
daughter, housed in a comfortable home on Liberty Street, in New York,
and was looked upon as a good and patriotic citizen.

Bellomont joined Livingston in an agreement with Captain Kidd,
backing the enterprise, and a company was organized which included in
its membership Lord Shrewsbury, Lord Orford, first lord of the
Admiralty, and Lord Somers, keeper of the Great Seal, as stockholders,
while Bellomont and Livingston retained the largest interest in the
company. The sum of £6000 was subscribed, and the galley Adventure,
of 287 tons, with 30 guns, was purchased and fully equipped, with Captain
Kidd in command. He was given letters of marque, and two additional
special commissions, one empowering him to act against the French, and
another investing him with authority to seize pirates and take them to
some place where they might be dealt with according to law.

Captain Kidd could only find part of a suitable crew in England, so
he sailed short-handed from Plymouth for New York, April 23, 1696,
capturing a French ship on the way, and bringing her as a prize to New
York, where he found plenty of adventurous spirits anxious to volunteer
for his expedition. According to the plans laid down, one-tenth of the
booty was to go to the king’s treasury, and the remainder was to be divided
among the shareholders, the captain, and the crew. After he had filled the
complement of men, Kidd sailed for Madagascar, with the declared pur-
pose to operate against the pirates.

Nothing had been heard from him after that, up to the time that Lord
Bellomont came to New York, specially selected to suppress piracy and
enforce the navigation laws. His instructions were to “inquire strictly
into the connivances and protections that were given to pirates by Colonel
Fletcher, late governor.”

Lord Bellomont was accompanied by his wife, who was a well-known
court beauty, only child and heiress of Bridges Nanfan, Esq., of Birts-
Morton, Worcestershire, England. = Upon his arrival the new governor
published his commission and swore in his Council, which was the same as
that of Governor Fletcher, its members being Frederick Philipse, Stephen
van Cortlandt, Nicholas Bayard, Matthias Nicolls, Gabriel Minvielle, Wil-
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liam Pinhorne, John Lawrence, Willlam Smith, Chidley Brooke, and
Thomas Willet. For several days after their landing there were a series
of entertainments given for the benefit of the earl and countess, beginning
with a large corporation dinner, presided over by Mayor Johannes de Peyster,
followed by several dinner parties at the houses of the leading families.

It was only about a week after his arrival that the new governor had
an opportunity to indicate his attitude with reference to enforcement of
the customs and navigation laws, when the ship Fortune, Captain
Moston, arrived in the harbor with East India goods in an “unfree”
bottom. The governor found that the goods were being landed in boats,
without any attempt to collect customs duties. Lord Bellomont ordered
Chidley Brooke, the collector, to seize the goods, but that functionary
replied that it was none of his business to do so, as he had no boat to
board the ship, and made other excuses; but after several days’ delay the
command of the governor became more imperative, and Brooke seized the
last of the boats with goods worth £1000, out of £20,000 in all. Finding that
other violations of customs laws were also permitted, the earl removed him
from office.

The evident intention of the earl to enforce the law alarmed the mer-
chants who, under Fletcher, had been permitted unchecked to deal with
smugglers and to cheat the revenue, though the most prominent of these
merchants were members of the Council or held other important posts
under the provincial or city governments, and bound by oaths and ethics
to uphold the law. The twenty-one merchants who owned the lading of
the Fortune made a loud outcry. The governor’s course would ruin the town
and drive away trade, and his action with reference to the Fortune had already
driven away £100,000 in trade, they said.

Lord Bellomont had discovered that while the trade of the city had
more than doubled in the past ten years, there had been an actual decrease
in customs revenue. Officials, supine or corrupt, had let abuses grow, and
merchants had grown rich on illicit traffic. The vigorous course of the
governor, by which the Fortune and another vessel had been condemned
by the Court of Admiralty, while ships bound for Madagascar (where
pirates disposed of their stealings) were asked by the governor to give
security not to trade with pirates. The ships having failed to furnish the
security, the governor delayed issue of the clearances, and called together
the Council to take up the matter, but he found the Council unanimous
against him, so that, with much reluctance, he permitted the vessels to
clear without the suggested security. The Council was for the old policies
and met suggestions of reforms with the argument that “they had not
been practised before.”
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By act of Parliament passed in 1695, the Leisler properties had been
ordered restored, but such restoration had not been made, so the earl at once
righted this wrong, bringing upon himself the charge that he had caused
“innocent parties,” who had bought them in good faith, to be turned out
of houses and stores. Finding himself hampered by a Council not at all
in sympathy with his plans, Lord Bellomont removed all of them except
Van Cortlandt, William Smith and Peter Schuyler, selecting Abraham de
Peyvster, Robert Livingston, Dr. Samuel Staats and Robert Walters to
make up the total of seven members.

In reforming the Council so as to bring it in harmony with his views
he had incidentally turned out the leaders of the aristocratic, or anti-
Leislerian party. Brooke, the dismissed collector, went to England to
present a petition for the earl’s recall, and was soon followed by Bayard,
the leader of the party. The petition did not lack names of wealthy and
prosperous merchants, and Brooke and Bayard were ardent representa-
tives of these, whose gains Bellomont's honest course had crippled; but the
earl was not recalled.

Robert Walters, of the new council, Abraham Gouverneur who had been
one of the condemned six and had married Milborne's widow, and others of
the family, petitioned the governor for permission to disinter the bodies of
Leisler and Milborne from the grave which had been dug for them at the
foot of the gallows and give them Christian” burial in the crypt of the old
Dutch church. Anti-Leislerians filed objections to the plan, but the governor
granted the petition, not only on the ground of *“‘compassion for the family”
as he said, but still more because Parliament had not only reversed the attain-
der of the two men, but had legitimated Leisler’s assumption of the govern-
ment. Therefore he sent a hundred soldiers as a guard of honor to the dis-
interment, and although it took place at midnight in a heavy storm, twelve
hundred persons assembled to show their sympathy and give their aid. The
procession marched with lighted torches to the City Hall to the sound of muf-
fled drums, and after lying in state there for several days, the bodies were
decently interred in the church crypt.

The Assembly which met March 21, 1699, was of greatly changed political
complexion. There were twenty-one members in all, and sixteen were Leisler-
ians, under the leadership of Gouverneur and Walters, the former representing
the counties of Orange and Kings, and becoming speaker of the Assembly;
one of the first acts of which was to pass a bill for the payment of the sum of
£2700 expended by Leisler, out of his own funds, for the public service. A still
nmore important measure was passed vacating several public grants made by
Governor Fletcher. These grants were large, while the government quitrents
were scandalously small, one grant covering &40 square miles at a rental of five
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beaver skins annually, and many others being as glaringly inadequate, while
not one gave anything worth calling a return for their lands.

This bill, approved by Bellomont, angered all the great landowners, in-
cluding among many others Domine Godfreidus Dellius, who had been given
by Governor Fletcher a grant in what is now Washington County, on the east
side of the Hudson, above Albany, extending to Vergennes, Vermont, seventy
miles long by twelve miles in breadth. He had also, with William Pinhorne,
Colonel Peter Schuyler, Evert Banker and Dirk Wessels, bought from the In-
dians a tract fifty miles long and four miles wide in the Mohawk Valley (now
in Herkimer County).

Another enemy aroused by the bill was Rev. William Vesey, the rector of
Trinity. Fletcher, after the news had come to him that the Earl of Bellomont
had been appointed to succeed him, had leased to his closest friend, Colonel
Caleb Heathcote, what was described as “the pleasantest part of the King’s
Garden,” and also leased, for a term of seven years, the King’s Farm, which
was a perquisite of the governor and adjoining his residence. These leases
the bill nullified, further providing that the King’s Garden and the King's
Farm should not be leased by any governor for a longer period than his own
term of office.

Domine Dellius was not only aggrieved by the rescinding of his grants,
but because the Assembly had also passed a bill suspending him from his min-
istry. On the charges made which led to his suspension the earl seems to have
been misled, for the Domine went to Amsterdam and was thoroughly exoner-
ated by the Classis there; but the contention in favor of the land grants, which
the Domine took to England, was not successful. The earl and the Assem-
bly were so palpably in the right there, that while the efforts of the land-grab-
bers delayed, they did not prevent the approval of the bill.

The rector of Trinity, Rev. William Vesey, was very much wrought up
by the action of the Assembly and the earl. He left the earl and his family
out of their wonted place in the prayer “for all those in authority,” and
prayed every Sunday for Domine Dellius by name, that God would give him
a safe voyage and deliver him from his enemies. He wrote to the bishop of
London, asking him to aid in securing the recall of the earl, but the bishop
advised him to make his submission to the governor. He did as advised, and
was told by the earl to behave himself decently and discreetly for the future
and he would be his friend.

The Earl of Bellomont was governor of Massachusetts as well as of New
York, and after proroguing the Assembly, May 16, 1699, he went to Boston,
remaining fourteen months and giving an administration to Massachusetts
which was so thoroughly satisfactory that he became one of the most popular
of the colonial governors.
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Less than two months after his arrival in Boston the governor made a
capture which was the culmination of the war against piracy he had from his
first arrival carried on without faltering. The story of his connection with the
commission of Captain William Kidd as a privateer has already been told. He
and Robert Livingston were sureties on Kidd’s bond as a privateer officer.
After he left New York in October, 1696, for Madagascar, Kidd made no cap-
ture for more than a year. Then news of him came from various sources
which indicated that the man sent out as a pirate-catcher had himself turned
pirate.

When this news came to New York, the merchants and others who had
been hit by the earl’s vigorous opposition to piracy and other illegal trading,
did not hesitate about charging, or at least strongly hinting, that the governor
was an accomplice of Kidd. Whether Kidd started out with piratical inten-
tions when he sailed from New York is a question which has been much dis-
cussed, but he probably did not. When he reached the Indian Ocean, how-
ever, temptation overcome him. It was much easier to be a pirate than to
catch one, and vastly more profitable, and after several small captures he took
an Armenian vessel of 400 tons, the Quidagh Merchant, in May, 1698 This
was a prize worth £64,000, of which his own share was £16,000. He after-
ward plundered the Banian merchants, and in May, 1608, he took the Quidagh
Merchant to Madagascar. The fact of piracy was so well authenticated that
on November 23, 1698, orders were sent to the governors of all British colonies
to apprehend him if he came within their jurisdiction. In April, 1699, he
arrived in the West Indies in the Quidagh Merchant, which he made fast in
a lagoon on the island of Saona, southeast of Hayti. From there he went
north in a 55-ton sloop, the San Antonio, with forty men. At Oyster Bay,
Long Island, he took aboard James Emott, a prominent New York lawyer,
whom he landed on Rhode Island, sending him to the earl at Boston to request
a safe conduct. Kidd’s wife and little daughter went aboard the sloop at
Block Island, and thence he went to Gardiner’s Island, leaving part of his
treasure with the owner of the island, who afterward turned it over to the
authorities.

Mr. Emott, in his errand to the earl, could get from him no more than
a message to Kidd that “if what Mr. Emott said was true” Captain Kidd might
come ashore. Kidd arrived in Boston, July 1, 1699, and was taken before the
council and interrogated. His replies were so unsatisfactory that he and sev-
eral of his men were arrested and sent to England, where he was charged
with piracy and the burning of houses, besides several murders and brutali-
‘ties. The specific charge upon which he was found guilty was the murder of
one of his men, William Moore, and he and nine of his accomplices were hanged
at Execution Dock, London, May 24, 170I.
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In England an attempt was made to impeach Lord Chancellor Somers
for passing Kidd’s commission under the Great Seal, and also the first lord of
the Admiralty, the Earl of Orford; and Lord Bellomont’s name was freely
used by the agents of Bellomont’s enemies in London, but a complete investi-
gation vindicated Bellomont and the others who had fitted out Kidd as a pri-
vateer.

The Earl of Bellomont returned to New York by sea from Boston, arriv-
ing July 24, 1700, and continued his attacks on piracy and illegal trading with
much vigor. So, although strongly opposed in his policy by powerful com-
mercial interests he, with the assistance of Thomas Weaver, who had become
collector, succeeded so well that the pirates found no shelter in New York.

The session of the General Assembly which followed soon after the gov-
ernor’s return did nothing of special benefit to New York, the only notable
measure passed by it being to prohibit Roman Catholic priests and Jesuits
from coming into the province, under severe penalties. After the session the
ear] went to a conference with Indians at Albany. He returned to New York
in bad health, but in February, 1701, he had a severe attack of the gout, and
on March 5 he died.

As with other rulers over countries divided by partisan rancor, there have
been many estimates of the character and services of the Earl of Bellomont.
The latest verdict of history is strictly favorable with reference to his govern-
ment of New York, as it has been from the first with regard to his acts as
they relate to New England. He was honest, fearless and zealous, and while
not immune from error, was nearly always just in his judgments. He be-
lieved in representative government and upheld it; believed in justice and
worked with disinterested enthusiasm to right the wrong done by Leisler’s
death and attainder.

He was probably wrong about Dellius so far as the Domine’s character
was concerned. Dellius had been a great enemy of Leisler, and a favorite of
Sloughter and Fletcher, but he seems to have been a faithful pastor and he
certainly did good service in teaching and restraining the Indians. On the
other hand his land grants were far more than any man should have been
given, and the earl did a patriotic service in persuading the Assembly to re-
voke them; for from Leisler’s time on, Dellius attended more to civic than to
ecclesiastical matters.

During the earl’s administration the most notable building erected in
New York was the new City Hall, built in 1699-1700. The old “Stadt Huys,”
built in 1642, had become so dilapidated that it had been abandoned by the
courts and the Common Council. The property on the north side of Wall
Street was owned, in alternate sections, by Colonel Nicholas Bayard and
Abraham de Peyster. Mr. De Peyster, who was the earl’s most faithful
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friend and adviser during his entire administration, gave the land, and Lord
Bellomont permitted some material from the old fort to be used. The corner-
stone was laid in 1699, by David Provoost, mayor of the city, in which office
he succeeded Johannes de Peyster, his brother-in-law.

Domine Selyns, pastor of the Reformed Dutch Church, who died in July,
1701, after a pastorate in that church of nineteen years, was not friendly to the
earl's administration, having been pastor to most of the anti-Leislerian leaders.
In 1699, the infirmity of Domine Selyns becoming apparent, Gaultherius Du
Bois, twenty-eight years old, was called as his assistant, and two years later
succeeded him, and was a prominent figure in church and civic affairs during
a pastorate of fifty-two years.

CITY HALL, WALL STREET
Erected in 1700. Demolished in 1812
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ADMINISTRATION OF LORD CORNBURY
NEW YORK’S WORST GOVERNOR

Edward Hyde, Viscount Cornbury, who was appointed governor of
New York by King William, was grandson of the first Earl of Clarendon,
prime minister and lord chancellor of England under Charles II. His
father, the second earl, was brother-in-law to King James II, and the son
was, therefore, first cousin to Princess Anne, later Queen. He was edu-
cated in Geneva, and in 1688 married a daughter of Lord O’Brian.

Lord Macaulay, in his History of England, describes Lord Cornbury
as a man so mentally inferior as ‘“almost to verge on intellectual
imbecility,” while he was absolutely lacking in principle, dissolute in his
life, arrogant in his demeanor and violent in temper. His kinship to James
IT secured him place and preferment, and he held a commission in the
household troops of that monarch. He held the confidence of the king as
one devoted to his person and his cause, and he was supposed to be one
of the most loyal of the Jacobites, but when William of Orange
approached the city of Salisbury, Lord Cornbury was one of the first to
abandon his uncle’s standard, carrying three cavalry regiments out of the
army of James to that of William. There was no matter of principle
involved in this action, the only motive of which was the desire to be on
the winning side, and this act of desertion was regarded, even in that day
of easy political morals, as absolute and despicable treachery.

It was for this act that William rewarded Lord Cornbury with
appointment as governor of New York, to which office he was commis-
sioned in September, 1701. He did not sail, however, until the following
March, two days before the death of the king, and he arrived in New York
May 3, 1702. Upon his arrival, after having his commission publicly
read and taking the usual official oaths before Chief Justice Atwood, he
received the seal of the province from Lieutenant Governor Nanfan, who
had administered the affairs of the province since the death of the Earl of
Bellomont. Lord Cornbury thereupon administered the oaths of office to
those members of the Council who had been specifically named in his
instructions.

In the first important matter that came up for the governor’s action,
he aligned himself squarely with the anti-Leislerian, or aristocratic faction.
This was in connection with Nicholas Bayard, then in jail under conviction
for high treason. During the last part of Bellomont's administration the

Leislerians were in full power, a majority of that party having been elected
11
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to the General Assembly, and others having been appointed members of the
Provincial Council when Bellomont dismissed councilors from the other party
who would not support his endeavors to suppress piracy, or to vacate
excessive land grants. After Bellomont’s death the Leislerians became
more strongly partisan in their actions, and determined to avenge the acts
of their opponents in general, and of Nicholas Bayard in particular, who
had brought about the death of Leisler and Milborne.

Chief Justice William Atwood had been sent from England to be head
of the court in New York, where he arrived July 24, 1701. He had been
selected because he was reputed to be an expert in admiralty law and
therefore especially qualified to punish pirates and violators of the naviga-
tion laws, in which direction Chief Justice Smyth, whom he succeeded,
had not given much support to Lord Bellomont’s efforts. The accession
of Atwood, who at once aligned himself with the Leislerians, and the loss
of office by Smyth, who had been their friend, added greatly to the dis-
comfiture of Bayard and associates. The lieutenant governor, John Nanfan,
was a relative of Lady Bellomont, and in sympathy with the Leislerians.

On the other hand, Thomas Noell, anti-Leislerian, was elected mayor
at the annual election in October, 1701. In three of the wards the alder-
manic candidates of both parties claimed election. The Leislerian claim-
ants were sworn in by De Remer, the retiring mayor, but Noell, when
himself sworn in, refused to recognize them, and the city government came
to a standstill.

Bayard and his friends saw little hope of return to power unless Lord
Cornbury (whose appointment had been announced, but whose arrival
was delayed) could be won to their side. So addresses to the king, to Par-
liament, and to Lord Cornbury were prepared, setting forth the Bayard
view of the government of the colony under the late governor, the present
lieutenant governor and other officials in which some statements were made
which were considered sufficiently strong to base an indictment against
Bayard and against Alderman John Hutchins, one of his satellites, for high
treason. The indictment was founded on an act which, in 1691, after
Leisler’s execution for high treason, Bayard had himself prepared and had
passed by the legislature and approved by the king. It prescribed the
pains, penalties and forfeitures of high treason for those who should in any
possible way endeavor “by force of arms or otherwise to disturb the peace,
good and quiet of their Majesties’ government as now established.” -

Asked for his opinion, Attorney-General Broughton, who had come
from England with Chief Justice Atwood, said he believed no crime had
been committed by Bayard, and therefore declined to take part in the
prosecution, whereupon Mr. Weaver was appointed solicitor-general for
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the government and tried the case before the court, composed of Chief
Justice Atwood, with De Peyster and Walters as lay judges. After the
jury had been out a long time they returned a verdict of guilty, and Bayard
was sentenced to death by Judge Atwood. He asked for a reprieve, but
was told by the lieutenant governor that unless he confessed his guilt he
would be executed. Bayard made several equivocal expressions of sorrow
and half-confession, but finally, learning that his death warrant was to be
signed he sent the required confession, which, however, he afterward con-
tended, was merely to gain respite until Lord Cornbury should arrive, and
upon receiving this confession Lieutenant Governor Nanfan granted a
reprieve ‘“until his Majesty’s pleasure could be known.” When Governor
Cornbury arrived he reversed all the proceedings against Bayard, and
restored him to liberty. When the anti-Leislerians petitioned, soon after-
ward, that Abraham de Peyster, Robert Walters and Dr. Samuel Staats,
members of the Provincial Council, should be punished for their activity in
the “late troubles,” Lord Cornbury thoroughly aligned himself with the
Bayard faction, dismissing these gentlemen from the council without a
hearing, and appointing Dr. Gerardus Beeckman, Rip van Dam, Killiaen
van Rensselaer and Thomas Wenham to membership in that board.

This arbitrary act of the governor incensed a large number of the
people, and the New York Assembly, resenting it, passed an act to indemnify
those who had sustained losses during the Revolution, which became known as
the ‘“Leisler Act.” When the act was reported to the Lords of Trade in
London they sent a peremptory order to Lord Cornbury that the Assembly
should not be permitted to take such action.

A confirmation of Lord Cornbury’s commission from Queen Anne was
received Wednesday, June 17, 1702, with orders to proclaim her queen,
which was done the following day in New York, and on the following Mon-
day at Burlington, N. J., whence he went to Philadelphia and proclaimed the
queen there the next day. On his return he found an epidemic (probably
yellow fever) raging in the town. In alarm he went with his family to
Jamaica, L. 1., but found no place fit for his occupancy. The best house in the
village was occupied by Rev. Mr. Hubbard, the Presbyterian minister, having
been built for him by his congregation. William Smith’s “History of New
York” tells us that: “His Lordship begged the loan of it for the use of his
own family, and the clergyman put himself to no small inconvenience to favor
the governor’s request; but, in return for the generous benefaction, His Lord-
ship perfidiously delivered the parsonage-house into the hands of the
Episcopal party, and encouraged one Cardwel, the sheriff, a mean fellow, who
afterward put an end to his own life, to seize upon the glebe, which he sur-
veyed into lots and farmed for the benefit of the Episcopal Church.”
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The action here referred to was executed July 4, 1704, by the sheriff on
an order from Cornbury, whose plea was that the church and parsonage
having been built with public money it could belong only to the Church of
England. As a matter of fact the church had been planned by New England
Puritans resident in Jamaica, who had raised sufficient money to purchase the
ground and to partly build the foundation of the church. They were the insti-
gators of the “Ministerial Act” of 1691, under which the church was finished and
the yearly salary of the minister was paid. The congregation built the manse
and the Rev. Mr. Hubbard, whom they called to the pastorate, ministered to
the people and remained unmolested until Lord Cornbury suddenly developed
a degree of fanatical zeal for “the Church of England as by law established,”
though it had, in fact, never been established in New York. Moreover, in
1691, when the “Ministerial Act” was passed, there were no Episcopalians in
Jamaica. In fact there were less than a score of that faith there when Corn-
bury had the Presbyterians ousted in 1704. The Presbyterians, contending
that the governor exceeded his authority, occupied the church after being
notified by the sheriff, until on one Sunday afternoon, when the service was
in progress, a party of Episcopalians, under Cornbury’s advice, broke down the
doors of the church and drove the worshipers into a neighboring orchard,
where Mr. Hubbard concluded his sermon.

Rev. William Urquhart, clergyman of the Church of England, was put in
possession of the church and parsonage, and the salary of the Presbyterian
pastor was paid to him. After his death, in October, 1709, his daughter, who
married a dissenting minister, continued to occupy the parsonage with her
husband until 1711, but was then ousted by Governor Hunter at the request of
the Episcopalians, and an Anglican minister again installed, and the wrangling
continued, the church being occupied for different periods by the contending
denominations, while a fight was kept up in the courts which did not finally
settle the matter until 1828, when the decision was given in favor of the
Presbyterians, who thereafter remained in peaceable possession.

During the administration of Cornbury, the province was in a state of
perpetual expectation of an attack from the French fleet which had been
assaulting the British possessions in the West Indies. This had some good
effect in inciting the colonial government to the repair and increase of the
defenses of the city. Fifteen hundred pounds was appropriated to fortify the
Narrows, but went astray of its purpose, Lord Cornbury taking the money and
using it to build a country seat on Nutten or Governor’s Island, for himself and
his successors. There was much discontent expressed when this diversion of
funds became known, and considerable alarm when the news came of the
arrival of a French privateer of fourteen guns off Sandy Hook, following
news that French vessels, off the capes of Virginia, had recently captured
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seven merchantmen. All able-bodied citizens of New York were set to work
throwing up earthworks for the defense of the city, while Captain Richard
Davis manned the Triton’s Prize, which was the new name of a lately captured
French man-of-war. He came up with the Frenchman at early dawn next
day, July 26, 1706, and engaged the privateer until sunset, when in a dead calm
the French vessel was carried out of range and sight by the use of the sweeps,
and made its escape. Captain Davis, who had received an ugly wound in the
neck during the engagement, returned and reported all present danger passed.
The next day a report that ten large French privateers had passed inside of
Sandy Hook created a panic, which was allayed by the later information that
the ten French vessels were prizes captured by Captain Adrian Clavear, who
was bringing them into port. For a time every incoming vessel was figured
as a hostile Frenchman, until it came close to land.

When the panic had subsided the people began to talk earnestly about
the governor’s criminal perversion of funds; the City Council ordered that the
aldermen should solicit subscriptions, each in his ward, for the fortification of
the Narrows, and the Assembly, in view of Cornbury’s misfeasance, insisted
on appointing its own treasurer to receive and disburse any moneys the legis-
lature might order to be raised for public purposes. This legislature was
very bold and had passed an act to establish a free grammar school under con-
trol of the corporation of the city; a provision which was very obnoxious to
Cornbury, who did not believe in the education of the masses. He is said to
have been dissuaded from open opposition or veto by Rev. William Vesey
the rector of Trinity. The Assembly was a thorn in Cornbury’s side, for it
had very democratic ideas of its rights and powers. Even worse, from the
Cornbury standpoint, was the Legislature of New Jersey, which refused point-
blank to accede to his requests to grant him a salary of £2000 per annum for
twenty years; and when he immediately dissolved the Assembly and called for
the election of a new one in the spring of 1706, for the specific purpose of
increasing and renewing his salary, he found the new body even less appre-
ciative of his proposition than the old one.

When the New York Assembly made the right to appoint its own treas-
urer a condition precedent to the granting of supplies for specific purposes,
Cornbury tried to have it remove the condition; but finding it obdurate,
and fearing he would have no supplies voted, he referred the matter to the
home government. Much to his chagrin the reply endorsed the action of the
Assembly and ordered him to permit the General Assembly to name its own
treasurer, and this order was accompanied by a letter expressing a hope that
his lordship would lay before the Assembly an account of all moneys raised by
acts of Assembly whenever they should desire the same, and counseled him to
moderate and persuasive conduct in dealing with the Assembly. When the
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order of the home authorities was transmitted to the Assembly it appointed
Colonel Abraham de Peyster to the office of treasurer, and appropriated £3000
for the defense of New York.

Katherine, Lady Cornbury, died on Sunday, August 11, 1706, in the
thirty-fifth year of her age. She had been in poor health from her arrival in
New York, suffering from a pulmonary complaint. She had been married to
Lord Cornbury eighteen years and had seven children, of whom only one son
and two daughters survived her. Rev. John Sharp, chaplain of the fort, con-
ducted the obsequies and preached her funeral sermon, and she was buried
in Trinity Church.

Cornbury was a man of dissolute habits, and after his wife’s death he
became more dissipated. But he was regular in his attendance at church, posed
as the devoted champion of the Church of England, and to emphasize his zeal
was as severe as possible in his dealings with dissenters. Rev. John Hamp-
ton, of Maryland, and Rev. Francis Makemie, of Virginia, being on their way
to Boston, and calling upon the governor, were invited to dine with him, and
did so. The few Presbyterians in New York had no church, so the next day
(being Sunday), Rev. Mr. Mackemie preached to them in the house of a shoe-
maker named Jackson, and Rev. Mr. Hampton conducted services in the Pres-
byterian Church at Newtown, Long Island. When Cornbury heard of their
preaching he ordered the sheriff of Queens County to arrest the two clergy-
men, and bring them before him. When this was done, the governor told them
that the law would not permit him to countenance strolling preachers “who
might be Papists in disguise,” for all he knew to the contrary, and that they
had no right to preach in New York without his consent. Makemie claimed
that having qualified in Virginia he was entitled to preach anywhere in the
queen’s dominions, and the controversy, which became very warm, was ended
by the two clergymen being sent to the city jail, where, because Roger Mom-
pesson, then chief justice, was out of the city, they languished for seven weeks.

At that time the great majority of the people of New York were of the
Reformed Dutch Church, and there was a French Huguenot church in Pine
Street, erected in 1704, with a congregation made up of refugees, while the
few Presbyterians mentioned and a not very much larger number of English
Episcopalians made up the rest of the churchgoing population. Even the lat-
ter were not pleased at Cornbury’s arbitrary action, while those of the other
denominations were greatly exercised at his tyranny.

Rev. Mr. Makemie, while in the jail, managed to have conveyed to Bos-
ton and printed the sermon which he had preached at Newtown, with a dedi-
cation to those who heard it. This sermon, with the title, “A Good Conver-
sation,” now one of the most rare of our historic pamphlets, was an able and
evangelical discourse entirely free from controversial matter, and it caused the
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entire community, without respect of denominational alignment, to recognize
the great injustice done to Messrs. Makemie and Hampton. They were ac-
quitted at the trial, but with great inconsistency were condemned to pay the
costs of the action.

During Cornbury’s administration Trinity Church acquired its title to the
great properties which it has since held, at that time known as the “Queen’s
Farm” and the “Queen’s Garden.” The Queen’s (formerly “King’s”) Farm
was a tract of sixty-two acres, the present boundaries of which are the Hud-
son River, Christopher Street, Bedford Street, West Houston Street, Sullivan
Street, Canal Street, West Broadway, Barclay Street, Broadway to Fulton
Street, and on that street west to the river again. The tract was granted to
Roeloff Jansen by Governor Wouter van Twiller, in 1636. Jansen died a few
months after receiving the grant, leaving his widow, Annetje Jansen (name
corrupted into “Annetje Jans”), with four children. The widow married Do-
mine Everardus Bogardus in 1638, and had four other children by him. Bo-
gardus was drowned September 27, 1647, and in 1654 the property, then popu-
larly known as “the Domine’s Bouwerie” was confirmed by patent from Gov-
ernor Stuyvesant to the widow, and again confirmed by the English govern-
ment in 1664. It was conveyed in 1671, by the heirs, to Governor Lovelace,
and was afterwards known as the King’s Farm; and it was the failure of Cor-
nelius Bogardus, one of the heirs, to join in this conveyance, which brought
the long-continued “Anneke Jans" litigation, which was only ended a decade
or two ago. The farm was leased to Trinity Church by Governor Fletcher,
but the lease was terminated by the Earl of Bellomont. Mr. Vesey, the rector
of Trinity, had set his heart on securing the property for the church, in per-
petuity, and Lord Cornbury who made great outward profession of zeal for
the Church of England, secured from Queen Anne, in 1705, a grant, by let-
ters patent under the great seal of the Province of New York, “to the Rector
and Inhabitants of the City of New York in Communion with the Church of
England,” which included not only the Queen’s Farm, but also another tract,
known as the Queen’s Garden, a tract south of Trinity Church, extending west
from Broadway to low water mark on the Hudson River.

The act of the queen and Lord Cornbury in making this grant was very
obnoxious to the great majority of the people of New York, although it was
only one of many of the grievances which the citizens of New York held against
that disgraceful personage. The New York Assembly appointed a Committee
on Grievances, which made out a formidable list of tyrannies, arbitrary exac-
tions, and peculations of the governor, which they sent to the home govern-
ment, accompanied by many petitions from citizens of New York and New
Jersey asking for his recall. Lord Cornbury, thoroughly alarmed, called his
Council together and had them pass a resolution exonerating him from all the
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charges of corruption; but, the showing made against the governor was too
strong to be overcome by this finding of his satellites, and Lord Cornbury was
deposed from the governorship. John, Lord Lovelace, Baron of Hurley, was
appointed governor as his successor.

Cornbury was a weak, effeminte, immoral man, a political adventurer
without conscience or character. He amused himself in all kinds of sensual
pleasures, and had so little personal dignity that he delighted to don female
attire and walk around the fort thus dressed, in view of the soldiers of the
garrison. The fact that he did so is mentioned in nearly all the narratives of
his doings, and the only guess that has been hazarded as a possible reason for
this conduct is that, so attired, his physical resemblance to his cousin, the
queen, was made very evident. As an administrator there is scarcely any-
thing to his credit. He was a bribe-taker, he appropriated public funds to
his own use, was thoroughly selfish'and dishonest, dissolute in his conduct,
and absolutely depraved. When he was no longer governor he was thrown
in jail for his private debts, for he scarcely ever had paid a personal bill, but
upon the death of his father he paid his debts and left for England to take
his seat in the House of Lords as the third Earl Clarendon. The verdict of
history is practically unanimous, that he was the worst governor New York
ever had.

FRENCH PROTESTANT CHURCH
Erected in the year 1704 in the present Pine Street
near Nassau Street
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ADMINISTRATIONS OF LORD LOVELACE
AND GENERAL HUNTER
SETTLEMENT OF THE PALATINES IN NEW YORK

John, Lord Lovelace, Baron of Hurley, who was appointed as successor
to Lord Cornbury in the office of governor of New York and New Jersey,
was appointed March 28, 1708, but did not embark at once, because he was
engaged in the war then going on under the Duke of Marlborough, in Flan-
ders. Finally, in October, 1708, he embarked in Her Majesty’s ship Kings-
ale, with his wife, Lady Charlotte, daughter of Sir John Clayton, and thrce
little sons, John, Wentworth and Nevil Lovelace. The fleet of which the
Kingsale formed a part was dispersed by a heavy December gale, from which
the Kingsale herself took refuge in Buzzard’s Bay, whence, after the storm sub-
sided, she steered through Long Island Sound, the navigation of which, in the
ice of a winter of exceptional severity, was found so difficult that the captain
made a landing at Flushing, Long Island.

From there, after a rough land journey to the ferry at Breukelen, Gov-
ernor Lovelace and his family made a miserable passage by open boat, on De-
cember 18, 1708, to New York, where he was received by Lord Cornbury and
the Council. Lord Lovelace and two of his children caught colds on their trip
from Flushing to New York, from which they never recovered; but in spite of
ill health the new governor went gracefully through the inaugural ceremonies
and a dinner which Lord Cornbury and the Council had provided for him.

The members of the new council appointed by Lord Lovelace were Colo-
nel Peter Schuyler, president, Dr. Gerardus Beeckman, Rip van Dam, Thomas
Wenham, Chief Justice Mompesson, Adolph Philipse (son of Frederick Phil-
ipse), John Barberie, William Peartree. With the incoming of the new gov-
ernor the Provincial Assembly was dissolved and writs were issued for the
election of a new one, which met April 6, 1709, and elected William Nicoll
speaker of the Assembly, an office which he held during six preceding and ten
later sessions, after which he declined reélection because of failing health.

The royal instructions given by the Lords of Trade to Lord Lovelace did
not differ much from those which had been given to his predecessor. Lord
Cornbury had used them oppressively to raise appropriations which he had
applied, in large degree, to his own use. Lord Lovelace asked the Assembly
to provide funds for the expenses of the government and to extinguish the debt
which had been piled up by his predecessor. He also asked for a special ap-
propriation for the fitting out of a sloop to attend Her Majesty’s men-of-war
in their cruisings on the New York coast, declaring his willingness to have his
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own salary taxed for the last-named purpose. He called their attention to
the act which passed the Provincial Assembly in 1702, which had provided
for the raising of a specific annual revenue for the term of seven years, and
which would expire in the then current vear, and asked them to renew the
grant for another like term. But the Assembly remembered Cornbury’s exac-
tions, and while they liked l.ovelace, they decided that the only safe method
was to vote revenue for the government year by year and in specific appropria-
tions for designated purposes. This principle was afterward maintained and
the stand taken by the Assembly then, was the beginning of a contest between
the representatives of the crown and the representatives of the people. Lord
Lovelace, however, did not contend, his health being very bad all winter because
of the cold he had caught on the journey from Flushing to New York. His
son, Wentworth, had died in April, and his oldest son, John, was seriously ill
when Lord Lovelace died of pneumonia, May 6, 1709, the boy following two
weeks later.

In his short service as governor, [.ord Lovelace had made a most favor-
able impression upon the citizens of New York, and his death was the occa-
sion of general sorrow among the people. Rev. William Vesey preached his
funeral sermon on May 12th. The bereaved LLady Lovelace returned to Eng-
land with her third so