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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
TuespAy, Dec. 5, 1836.
Debate on the Question of flogging Slaves,
The House having resolved itself into a Com.
mittee on the Bill to amend the Slave Laws,
Mr. Cox said he had the day before presented
a clause, the object of which was to abalish ﬂ?g-
ging by the cart-whip, and to punish slaves with
the same instruments, and in like minner, ag was
used in bix Majesty’s Nuvy and Army, except in

m in » state of due obedience, cun we imagine
t we can eff ctually restrain our slaves with

infliction by that instrument of the number
stripes to which the luw limits the slave.owner
~the scriptural punishment of forry, save one?
And God forbid, Sir, that we should haverecourse
to the heavy punishment sometimes inflicted upon

dldiers. 1 oppose the clause, beeause it is ill- |

ed - because it is an adoption of a w easure the
use already refused to sanction, and becanse it
ntains an admission which I deny : This clanse
ht never 1o have been brought here, and if the

be employed. The clause next prohibited any | évery parish you would have petitions against it.
indecent exposure in the whipping of women. o trust that the House will reject it, as ill-timed,
i< u theclanses = improper, and dangerous.

Mr. Hilton said he was much surprised at the | Mr, Cox—I cannot conceive on what foneda-
proposition of a measure, ut the present time, tion the Hon. Member w! 0 has just st down
which lind be-n rejecied by the House when sent  can make so grave u charge against me, as thut of
down by the Governor, and rejected t0o in very attempring to smuggle in the clause I have pro-
strong langnage, and he might suy indignantly.—= posed.  Now is the only time when T could pro-
Aiter it had been thus disposed of, he did net pote it; and in doing so; I have only done that
expect 1o vee an attempt made to smuggle it into ~ which other Memhers huve done, and very pro-
the House, The whip was scarcely used but as a perly done, during the committsl of this hill.—
symbol of nuthority ; as such it had heen deseribed  The (hurge, too, b-comes still more unjust, when
by the defenders of the Colonies, und, comparinz it is considered that the cluuse was proposed by
small th'ugs 1o great, it is in the drivers’ hands me vesterday, and withdrawn on the suggestion
the same ax that mace is to onr Speaker==perhaps o' Members, who wished to consider it maturely
of greater use. Accustomed as the slave popu- hefore it was disposed of. 8o much for smuggling
lation have been to see the driver armed with this it Now, us to the exceprion eguinst it, becnuse
emblem of command, 80 soon as you take it ont of i1 _wus rejected when in the form of one of the
his hands their funciful minds will form numerous  propaositions sent down hy his Grace, it is very
unfounded idens of the causes which have pro- apparent that it bas wo relation to them—it has
duced thix (in their estimation) extraordinary nothing whatever to do with the British Orders
change. When it is considered oo that his Grace in Council. Their abject is ta ubolish whipping.
the Duke of Manchester is about to lenve the The effect of the claase I propose is only to sub-
Government of this island, can we doubt that the stitate one ins'rnment of punishment for another,
slaves, coopling the two chorses together, will In the argnments of the Hon Memher of St
imagine that our conduct has b-en disapproved Lorothy (Mr. Hylton), against the use of the cat,
of by the King, and that we have been compelled there is a contradiction which I 1hirk he will find
to relinguish the whip, snd with it every means it hard to reconcile. He first of all o'yected to
of panishment and restraint ? This is a very thisinsirument of punishment as being too severe §
serious consideration, and it should be well he wext says, it is not sufficiently so, to keep the
weighed by the Committee, before they adopt Slave Population in due subjecion. The punish-
such an innovation on the established usages of ment by the whipis severewccording to the mode

private whippings, when amilder instrument might ﬁpoﬂunily were given, I am confilent that from
L}

# Stave Colony, With respect to thar clause of *of infliction, and it seldom happens that thirty- '

the law which prohihits the indecent exposure of  nine steipes, ivflicted with the severity of which
women [ disapprove of it, beeause it is unneces- the whip is capable, sre given ; but there can be
sary, and because it is an admission that hitherto * no doubt tha!, asan instrument of punihment, it
we huve been accnstomed to allow our female may be ‘made far 'more’ oppressive than the eat,
slaves to be indecently exposed. Ideny, Sir, that  Tne Hon. Member says, that there isno oceasion
this is the casc—=I deny that we huve need of this  to enact a clause to prevent the indecent exposure
express enactment to compel us to prescrve de-: of women; 1 tell him from expericnce thut there
cency in the infliction of punishment vjon the s T huve known overserrs, who commenced the
female part of out slave poputation, hut God for- " punishment of a femnlf slave ||_y str pping off her
bid, Sir, that they ¢houid he entirely exewpted perticonts 1 T not ‘this most indecent? Ought
from pum<hment.  Those who have been accus-  mot the law to prevent this expogure ?
tomed to wanage slaves are well nware that the Mr. Hilton ‘explained, that he had siated, that
females pequire punishment at feast a8 often a8 fo wlopt the instrument ‘of punishmenr used in
the men. With reference to the sibstitution of the Ariny, together with the‘mnnnrr of the in-
the eat for the whip, as an instrument of puni-h=- fliction, and the number of stripes, in place of u'.g
ment, T abject to the messure on a principle of  whip, ‘.ould.hf iuh‘ulnun._ And be tad also said
Lumanity. PFlogsing with the cat i¢ wn intuman  that thiry-nine striprs with & eat would nov be
unishment, Let ns refer to the debntesin the  sufficient to punish heavy offences.  There was
Eriﬂsh Par'inment on the subject of fi gding in therefore no conrradiction in what he had said.
the Army, snd we will find that all the arguments Mr. Mais anid he objected to this mode of pue
-agninst the use of the cat, ns an instrament of nishment by the cat, because it wug mure scvere
punishing soldiers, apply with renfold force against . and oppressive, It would mot be easy to satisfy
the adoption of it by the owners of Slares It { the minds of the negraes, if this innovation were
bas been vietually declared ia the British Purlia- { wllowed, However bitterls they cried out agniost
ment, that withoat the irfliction of the punishe | the inflction of punishment by lho‘\_vhip; they
ment af the ent, the soldiery could not be kvpl-m wonld be more «Ingmml "Eth the instrament
aue subordination. 10 then it rcguires the thou- “propased to be substituted in its place. Thi this

feeling would pervade the negro mind, he shou

prove by referring to two cases, of which he could

speak from his own krowledge, A Gentleman,

" with whom ‘he had 1he gratification of being ac-

quainted, of the most humanie and liberal feeling,

actuated by a desire of pratecting the persuns of
his_sluves tlie ‘injuries’ he concidered were
inflited by an insirument »0 odinus in bis eyesas
the cart-whip, recommended the adoption of
switches in its stead, and forbid that Movster, the
whip, to be again used as an instrumen: of prnish-
ment. One morning he was much svrprised with
the clamour arising from a large concourse of his
negroes abont bis house, who liad assembled to
prefer a complaiot 1o him. They declared that
the diiver wanted to kill them :rl. He déqire

them to wait for him at the wonxs, aud he would
hear their complaint, When he went down, he
found the same cabul—the snine concourse—the
same clamour. They took the switches wilh
which some of them had béen whipped, and usked
if those were things to ponish full-grown negroes
with? In their own dinlect, thev asked if it was
not u whip for pickenninies ? * That wa: nat the
why in which their fathers and grandfuthers had
been punished.—Their master 1old theni thet he
wished they could do nway with whi, ping uhto-
gether, but they must he aware that they some-
times regoired punishment,  They replicd,’ they
knew that very well, und putting the whip firce.
ably into the driver’s hueds, they excluimed, * this
is the thing we onght 1o lie flogg-d withs when
we are whipped every by hears, and can know
how much we r ceive, but when the driver uses
switcher, he may flog s 1ill we are dead, und no-
body ean hear the whipping.” In consequence of
this complaint, the switclies were luid aside, and
the whip—the adions’ whip—resomied at the re.
quest of the negroes themseives, The Commirtee
will allow me 10 réfer to another circumsrance,
which took place on my own property, where
the negroes actually cut up the cut, which
had been substitured for the whip,  But let it not
be supposed, that 1 am an advocate for flogging
our fellow beings; I oo sincerely regret that we
cannot entirely do away with this mode of pu-
nixhment (cheers), ''But whilst it is necessary to

Cinflie i, I, on'the score of hamanity, prefer the

| 'whip= (that whip which has been so much the ob-
{M‘f of clamounr)—to the instroaient proposed &e

1w subsiiiute.~This ctamour, liké all others, has
~exupgerated the evil of the object of its vitupera-

U'ticm—the whip has been reviled as an instriment

"of tortire—as odious, hornd, de-testable; bur, Sic,
it possesces less cluim to this deseriptionthan the

“eat. It » not because the clamour bas raived,
that we shonld legislate npon it. It is with sin-,
cere pleasure T declare thut the use of the whip,

~as an merument of punishment, is decreasing
every ﬁy}@yﬁ'pq searee used on many proper-
l’lg'. but_as _!m.l:d'“'hority; und [ feel eonf-
dent thitt ws the improvement of the slaves in-
ereawcs, in the ssme proportion will diminnh the

 necessity of this wode of punishment. As the

_clanses does not appear 10 e prodoctive of any

| goody but, on the contrary, hus a temlency o iri-
tate the minds of the Stawes, and 10 substituie o

. heavier made of punishment inithe place o, 1hat

~now w<ed, T hope the Committe- will reject it,

1 My, Con=—Were 150 dispoied, I could tell gy
many storics-as the How." Member for S, Au.
dran’s (Mr. Mais)the ovheriway (hear, henr). |

I Know the facts 1o be, thet on many prep. reies

the whip is growing fast icte disuse, and milder
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sble Member's opinion, I desire him to consider
that 1 now repeat and maintain_every word I
stated to the Houee,.  ~ -~ v

.Mr. Hamilton Brown said, he never would ad-
vocate unnecessary innovations, He considered |
the slaves would not be bettered by the exchange
of the wlip for thie cat; but he much approved
of the clause which tended to prevent the indes
cent exposure of femmles. As for the craelties
which it was said were ivflicted by the cart-whip,
he shou'd ssk, who ever heard of a slave being
whipped to death, as had happened 1o more than
one soldier or sailor?

Mr, Stamp_wished: to _know what_mode of
flozging in the case of women would be de-
cem?

Mr. Batty—What every one eonsiders decent.

Mr, Marshall said, that if the clause was agreed
to, hie hoped it would not take effect from and
after the passing of the Act; but that six or
eight moniin' notice should be given, in order
that the change might be gradually introduced,
50 89 to prevent any misunderstanding of the
slaves us to the cuuses which had caused the
slteration,

~Mr. Mais snid, he should only trespase for a
very few moments on the House. He neverwas
an advocate for corporal pumishment. At the
same tinte he was convinced that the infliction of
it could not at once be done away with, The
clnmour raived agninst the mode of inflicting pu.
pishment In this country might rot at ull influe
ence the Committee ¢ They shottld be guided by
reason and experience, It was stated that the
punishment of the can-whlr was gradually giving
way 10 the use of meilder imvtruments, and thut
flagging, in general, was decrensing, It was with
much ratisfaction he riflected on this circums
stance, and he was therefore the more unwilling
to agree to the clanse which sanctioned and al-
most enconraged the use of the cat.  Of the two
he preferied the whip; the punishment inflicred
Ny the Inst wus' heard by all the neighbours, not
sp with that inflicted by the former. Without
entering into the warmth expressed by the Ho-
noursble Member for 8t. Jumes's (Mr. Barrett},
he could suy that the necemity of pusishment of
this nature was painful to every feeling mind,—
He hoped that the use of it would gradusli
wear out, amd therefore he would never give his
sanction and encoura nt to another instru-
ment for inflicting rthis pimishmvent, in a mdn-
neér not lews sévere, and more ohjectionable, bee
canse it might be mude more secret.

The Commiittee then divided on the question
put br the Chairman, ® whether they agreed 1o
the cluire 2

For the clause were .
Agninst it . * .. . . 28—40

In the minority were t—Nr. Cax, Mr, Mitchel,
Mr. MKenzie, Mr. Barrott, Mr, Bayley, Sir M.
B. Clare, Mr. Burke, Mr, Jackson, Mr. Hodg-
son, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Minot.

FLMALE EXPUSUME.
. Mr. Bty then put his amendment, prohibit-
ing the indecent expesure of female slaves in
punishing them. :

Mr. Stewart—Will the Honourable Member
defing what he means by indecent exposure ?

Me, Barrett said, the question has been dis-

1¢

¢ .

posed of al . It was negutived with the
clause which { Just been rfjc‘:lﬂl, of which it
formed a part, ; !

Mr. Batty—1 will appeal ta the sense of the
ommittee, I will not take ghe law or rule of

the House (rom any Honourubie Membrer’s diclum.
1L will be in the recollection of the House, that I
distinctly eubmitted my smendinent. 1
Mr. Grignon—There can be nn doubt that the
subject of the atnendment was disposed of when |
®e shole c'ause was rejretod.

Had oo Ve

ncurable Friend wished to have the sense of the L o b i
Committee on the amendment he proposcd, be . For aitering and repairing tie rosd from b
‘.1;.1 to have pressed it. the nige mile-stoie windward road,
r. Batty complaided that he was preclud-| through Greew-Vale, w Good-Hope .8
ed from submitting his amendment, because the | __ And Dallas-Castle - 158 ¢ 2
Chairmatt had put the guestion wrong. He For repairing the read from l,““‘t"ﬂ'u—
ought to have put it on the umendment, and not | 10 the fording at Yallabs- River st Ma- .,
o the original motion, I hogany-Vale p . 5. 0. @
When the Speaker took the Chair, Mr. Cox | Forrepairing and renewing the road from.. ; . . s
maved that 1he clause he had lost in the Commit- H'.I'IT n’é‘" g A ¥ i g
tee should be put in the House. 1 o}den-mn’ "5“"“ iy -0 VN
The Spesker mid; that no report being made 1':;":""‘ the, road 'm" 'd- BG-’ it e
from the Commitiee, this could met be dune, ' Ga “'i;’g R Amir' '.). e o ps. 26 0%
:;'n.tdhe might pat his motion when s report w4 For ':' % "‘M m?':in' ihe rudfrou _ ,0, 1
G: Nolan’s to 1he Ramble U ks, ‘0 “"‘

e For renewing and repairiog the road from = | =

The fullowing are the Grants on Roads and “:,":""“i:; G"l;”. Spring to theling )
Bridges recommended to the House on Monday l-‘":- .:‘m| Mm‘ 'ox's ?nu?u 100. 0,0
lust by the Roud Committee 1 | gy s ¥ ') -"'"l :"h DR "’"I Ao
SURREY. _ Moumt . . 100, @ o

£. 8 d. For reneping snd repairing the mad from WA

For ereéting & Bridge over Driver's Hi- the lower ford at Industry (Schroeterhs) - .
ter, in Manchioneal o 600 0 ©  towards Cold-Spring . .50 9,0

For the new réad through Belvidere and For renewing and repairing the road from s S
Ho<etta . 100 0 O the line of St. George’s tawards Yal-

For building a parapet wall and a small | lahs- River, by the Jamsica 8pa .50 0. 0‘
arch over the rivulet Black. River BS 6 8 Forrenewingaud repairing the road from | -
For repairing the 1ond from River-[lead ! Golden-Spring to Hall-Gre n fording §0 -0, ;0

estate to Yallshs Bay . 150 O O Forrepairingand reogwing theroad from. .~ o

For repaiting the grem Windward road | Swallowfickl eatate, over Manuing’s
leading thtough 1be parish of St Da- Hill, through Cavplier's, to the ling of; te
vid ‘ ‘ 400 0 © St. Thomay' in the Vale . . .50 _0,,0

For repairing the road leading from the ; For repairing and renewing the road .
eleventh mile-stone over Camluidge- . Hape gate to the river at 1be Bolauic ~
Hill 1w the junction of the Yaliahs- Garden P IR
River, below Mount-Sinai works 1€6 0 0 For repairing and renewing the rqui fram . A

For repairing the rond leading from the the river ut the Buotanic Garden tothe
projected bridge at Invermay to the ‘ line of the parish of §t. Andrew, near A
line of 8t. Fhomas' in the East vn Bridge- Hill . ‘88 6 .%
Corsley- Hill ) . 50 0 O For repairing the high windward road 3

For 1epairing the 1oad leading from Ma- leading through the parish of Kingston 300 ,.0,,0
hogany- Vale fording to the line of St — —
Thomas' in the East, at Duckwerth 5000 0.0
plantation 3 83 6 6, y pap— ——

For repairing and improving the great " MIDDLESEX. sol
road of communication from Priest- ' For repairing the road from Spanish. #
man's River to Port- Antonio 261 6 8  Town X Cedar -Valley, o

Far repairing and iinproving the great | _ mountains, t+ 8. Thomas' in the Vale 150 9.0
interior road from P’urt- Autonio te the For repairing tbe voud frum the Ginde . +
Maroon-Town ¢ 261 © O  pen, through Ell's' mouufain, w St '

For repairing and improvieg the grest Thomes' in the Vale ‘ .60 9. @
rond of evwwmunication from Bayley's For repairing the rond from Tackey'w ’ o
Bridge, through Nurwich, tv Rio- Bridge 10 the Angels » 84. 0,0
Grande 5 961 Q@ © For 1epairing the rond from Angels . .. .y

For repairing the Swift-River road, to to the Bog-W, ing . 850, 94
avoid the river-course . 100 0 0 For gleging repairing the road fram ¥ mi

For repairing the Spanish- River road, to ! the dividing line. of Flog:Hale and -
nvoid the river-course . 100 0 0 Mount-Olive estate 1o Keadal | 50, 910

For repairing the Buff- Bay River read « Fur gepairing the road from the fordiog i, o
from Charles-Town 10 Ro-e-Hill gae 100 0 0 near Rio- Magwo: Hou e, through Hawe ., . ., i

For repaiting the great windward roud i Walk, 1o the line of 8t. Mwy's . .. .. .50. 0: @
from Baff-lay te Hope-Bay 150 0. O For sepairing the road from Berkshire- <8

For repairing the road frum Amnotto- Hall to thatopof Guy’s Hill , .. 68 0.6
Bay to the line of 8. Mary's 160 0 0, For yepairing the road leading from Oid.

For repairing Wag-Water road, through Harbour over the Bully Tree 1
8t. Geosge’s, frum the line of Si. An- bifl, to the line of the pavish of St ’
dre"yto the ling of St. Nary's 195 6 B| Jobn, on Woedhall-Hill e o0 9

For repairing the road from Buff-Bay h:w voad  from OMd- Har.
tiver road to the Dry-River road, bour ‘through Bodle's pen, w i
through Belearres' land . 160 © 0 the line of the of Clandon 50 0. 0

For np-lrl;r the road from the Orchard, Fornepsiring the road from the intersec-
through Mavis- Bank, Robert.field, and tion of the yoad at Ms. Samuel Smih's, '
Mount-Hybla, to the line of St o leadiag te Woothall, 0 Masters"

George's . 5 0 estate U 5 - ¥ 38 o0 9

For vepairing the road from the Orchard For altering and repairing the road from
through Jmlo Phillip’s Valle §0 O O o the line of St. Dorothy's, at the hol-

For repairing the new voad from Lom. lew rock, to Swaneea Werks, in Luidas. I
thrupgh Clifion, lending 10 Somerset. { Vale, in St Jolin's et 168 O @

- Vale aud Windsoy. Forest &8.,0 O] Forr the road from. dhe line of

Fur ropairing and draining shehigh wind-. . . .., 4 the parishs a8, Dave- Cote Tack, w1 the
wogd roac throvgh the parish of Parte 7 10 1 intergeption of the Guanabu toad be-
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TRANSCRIPTION:

[p. 9]

JAMAICA.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

TUESDAY, DEC. 5, 1826

Debate on the Question of flogging Slaves.

The House having resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill to amend the Slave
Laws.

Mr. Cox said he had the day before presented a clause, the object of which was to
abolish flogging by the cart-whip, and to punish slaves with the same instruments,
and in like manner, as was used in his Majesty’s Navy and Army, except in private
whippings, when a milder instrument might be employed. The clause next
prohibited and indecent exposure in the whippings of women.

[p. 11]

Mr. Hamilton Brown said, he never would advocate
unnecessary innovations. He considered the slaves
would not be bettered by the exchange of the whip
for the cat [The Cat o' Nine Tails]; but he much
approved of the clause which tended to prevent the
indecent exposure of females. As for the cruelties
which it was said where inflicted by the cart-whip, he
shou’d [sic] ask, who ever heard of a slave being
whipped to death, as had happened to more than one soldier or sailor?
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JAMAICA,

el
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
TuespAy, Dec. 5, 1826.

Debate on the Question of flogging Slaves.

‘The House having resolved irself into a Com-
mittee on the Bill to amend the Slave Laws,

Mr, Cox said he had the day before presented
a clause, the object of which was to abolish flog-
ging by the cart-whip, and to punish slaves with
the same instraments, and in like mmnner, as was
used in hin Majesty’s Nuvy and Army, except in
private whippings, when a milder instrument might
be employed. The clause next prohibited any
indecent exposure in the whipping of women.

Mr. Srewart approved of the clanse.

Mr. Hilton uid‘,he was much surprised at the

roposition of a measnre, ut the present time,

which hiad he-n rejecied by the House when sent
down by the Governor, and rej-cted too in very
strong langnage, and he might suy indignantly.—
Aiter it had been thus disposed of, he did nat
expect to see an attempt made to smuggle it into
the House, The whip wus scarcely used but as a
symbol of authority ; as such it had heen deseribed
by the detenders of the Colonies, und, comparing
small thuge 10 great, it is in the drivers’ hands
the same ax that mace is to onr Speaker—perhaps
of grearer use, Accustomed as the slave popu-
lation have been 1o see the driver armed with this
emblem of command, so sonn as you take it out of
his hands their fanciful minds will form numerous
unfounded ideas of the causes which have pro-
duced thix (in their estimation) extraordinary
change. When it is considered too that his Grace
the Duke of Manchester is about to lenve the
Government of this islind, can we doubt that the
slaves, coupling the two cherues together, will
imagine that our conduct has b-en disapproved
of by the King, and that we have been compelled
to relinguish the whip, snd with it every means
of panishment and restraint ? This is a very
serious consideration, and it should be well
weighed by the Committee, before they adopt
such an innovation on the established usages of
n Slave Culony. With respect to thar clause of

the law which prohibits the indecent exposure of*

women | disapprove of it, heeause it is unneces-
sary, and because it is an admission that hitherto
we have been acenstomed to allow our female
slaves to be indecently exposed. Ideny, Sir, that
this is the casc—I deny that we huve need of this
express enactinent ta cumpel us tn presorve de-
cency in the infliction of punishment uyon the
female part of our elave population; but God for-
bid, Sir, thut they should be entirely exempted
from pumishment. Those who have been necus-
tomed to manage slaves nre well nware that the
females require punishment nt least a8 often ns
the men. With reference to the sibstitution of
the cat for the whip, as an instrument of puni-h-
wment, 1 object to the messure on a pri_nripk- of
Lumanity. ~Flogeing with the eat'i¢ an intnman

unishment, Let s refer to the dehntesin the
Bfil‘lh Par'inment on the subject of fi ging in
the Army, nnd we will find that il the arguments
against the use of the car, ns an instrnment of
punishing soldiers, apply with tenfold |_'nrcc against
the adoption of it by the owners of Slares, Tt
has been virtually declared ia the British Parlia-
ment, that without the ivfliction of the punish-
ment af ihe eat, the solaiery could not be keptin
due subordination,  If thew it requires the thou-

&

sands of lashes inflicted on British soldiers to keep
them in n state of due obedience, cun we imagine
that 'we can eff ctually restrain our slaves with
the infliction by that instrument of the number
of stripes to which the luw limits the slave.owner
—the scriptural punishment of forty, save one?
And God forbid, Sir, that we should haverecourse
to the heavy punishment sometines inflicted upon
soldiers, 1 oppose the clause, beeause it is ill-

House already refused to sanction, and hecanse it
contains an udmission which I deny : This clanse
ought never 1o have been brought here, and if the
opportunity were given, I am confident that from

every parish you would have petitions against it.
! Tdo trust that the House will reject it, asill-timed,
improper, and dangerous.
i Mr. Cox—1I cannot conceive on what foneda-
tion the Hon, Member w! o has just st down
can make so grave u charge against ms, as thuc of
attempring to smuggle in the clause I have pro-
posed.  Now is the only time when I could pro-
pote it; and in doing so; T have only done that
which other Membhers have done, and very pro-
perly done, during the committel of this hill.—
The (hurge, too, b comes still more unjust, when
it is considered that the cluuse was proposed by
me vesterday, and withdrawn on the suggestion
o' Members, who wished to consider it maturely
betore it was disposed of, 8o moch for smuggling
it, Now, as to the exceprion sgainst it, becnuse
it_wus rejected when in the form of one of the
propositions sent down by his Grace, it is very
apparent that it bas wo relation to them—it has
nothing whatever to do with the British Orders
in Conncil. Their object is to ubolish whipping.
The effect of the claase T propose is only to sub-
stitute one ing'ranment of punishment for another,
In the argnments of the Hon. Mem"er of St.
Liorothy (Mr. Hylton), against the use of the cat,
there is a contradiction which I think he will find
it hard to reconcile. He first of all oyjected to
thisinstrument of punishment as being too severe §
he next says, it is not sufficiently so, vo keep the
Slave Population in due subjec ion. The punish-
ment by the whip is severenccording to the mode

of infliction, and it seldom happens that thirty- '

nine stripes, ivflicred with the severity of which
the whip is capable, are given ; but there can be
no doubt tha’; asan instrnment of punishment, it
may be ‘made far ‘more’ oppressive than the ear,

Tone Hon. Member snys, that there isno oceasion

to enact a clause to prevent the indecent exporure
of women ; 1 tel! him from expericnce thut there
is. T huve known overserrs, who commenced the
punishment of a femule slave by strpping off her
petticonts 1 Is not ‘this most indecent? Ought
not the law to prevent this exposire ?

timed — because it is an adoption of a v easure the |

feeling would pervade the negro mind, he shou
prove by referring fo two cases, of which he coufd
| speak’ from his own krowledge, A Gentleman,
with whom he had the gratification of being ac-
quainted, of the most humane and liberal feeling,
sctunied by o desire of pratecting the persons of
his_sluves tlie injuries he considered were
inflirted by an instrument +0 odinus in bis eyesas
i the cart-whip, recommendcd the adoption of
switches in its stead, and forhid tha? Movster, the
i whip, to be again used as an insfrumen: of punish-
ment. One morning he was much svrprised with
the clamour arising from a large concourse of his
negroes abont bis house, who had assembled to
prefer 8 complaint 1o him. They declared that
the diviver wanted to kill them :ﬁ He desir
them to wait for him at the wonxs, aud he would
hear their complaint,  When he went down, he
found the same enbul—the snne concourse—the
same clamour. They took the switches wilh
which some of them had béen whipped, and usked
if those were things to powish full-grown negroes
with? In their own dialect, thev asked if it, was
not u whip for pickenninies ?* That wa« not the
why in which their fathers and grandfuthers had
been punished.—Their master 1old theni thet he
wished they could do nwauy with whi ping alto-
gether, but they must be awnare that they some-
times required punishment,  They replicd,’ they
knew that very well, und putting the whip force-
ably into the driver’s hueds, they exclaimed, % thip
is the thing we onght to lie flopg-d with’; when
we are whipped every oy hears, and can know
how much we r ceive, but wheo the driver uses
switcher, he may flog ns 1ill we are dead, and no-
body can hear the whipping.” In consequence of
this complaint, the switclies were luid aside, and
the whip—the adions whip—resumed at the re-
quest of the negroes themseives. The Commirtee
will allow me 10 réfer to another circumsrance,
which took place on my own property, where
the negraoes actually cut up the ecat, which
had been substitured for the whip.  But let'it not
be supposed, that 1 am wn advocate for flogging
our fellow beings; I do sincerely repret that we
cannot entirely do away with this mode of pu-
nixhment (cheers). ''But whilst it is necessary te
Cinfliet i, I, on'the score of hamunity, prefer the
| whip = (that whip which has been so much the ob-
act of clamour)—to the instroment proposed we
it subsriiure.<This clamour, like all others, has
exupgerated the evil of the object of its vitupera-
tGom—thie whip has been reviled as an instriment
"of tortare—as odious, hornid, d-testable; but, Sir,
it possesses less cluim to this descriptionthan the
cat; Tt 1 not because the clomour bus vaived,
that we shonld legislate npon it, It is with sin-,
cere pleasure [ declare thut the use of the whip,

Mv. Hilton ‘explained, that he had stated, that < as an_merrument of punishment, is decreasing
16 mlopt the ingtrument of punishmew used in  every duy; is is now scaree nsed on many proper-
the Ariny, together with the manuer of the in-  ties, hmhfy,‘w,‘d'nvhority; und I feel confi-
fliction, and the number of stripes, in place of the dent ¥ ut the imjrovement of the slaves in-
whip, would be inhuman.  And be F'ad alo snid - ereascs, in the ssme ion will diminmh the
that thirty-nine stripes with a cat would not be  necessity of tliis wode of punishment. As the
sufficient to punish heavy offences.  There was clanses dogs not-appear 10 e prodoctive of any
therefore no contradiction in what he had said. | poody but, on the contrary, hus a temdency o ini-

Mr. Mais anid he objected 1o this mode o pi- tatg the minds of the Sawes, and 10 substituie o
nishment by the cat, becanse it wus more scvere heavier mode of punishment inithe place ot 1hat

“and oppressive, It would mot be easy to sutisfy - now used, T hope the:Committe- will reject ir.
the minds of the negraes, if this innovation were I Mg, Cox—Were 150 disposed, I could tell gy
allowed, However bitterly they cried out agaiost | many storics-as the How." Member for Si, An.
the inflction of punishment by the ‘whip, they | drew’s (Mr. Maic):the ovheriway (hear, hear). |
wonld be more disgnsted with 1he inummeml Know the facts to be, thet on many pre rties
proposed to be substitated in ite place, Thit this  the wkip iv growiog (ast icte disuse, and milder
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g m—— e
able Mewher's opinion, I desire him to consider

that. 1 now reneat and maintain every word I Commitiee on the amendment he proposed, he

stated to the House,

-Mr. Hamiiton Brown said, he never would ad-
vocate unnecessary innovations,
the slaves would not be bettered by the exchange
of the wlip for shie eut; but he much approverd
of the clause whieh tended to prevent the indes
ceut exposure of femmles. As for the cruelties
which it was said were ivflicted by the cart-whip,
he shou'd wsh, who ever heard of n slave being
whipped to death, as had -happened to more than
one soldier or sailor ?

Mr, Stamp wished: to know what mode of
flozging in the case of women would be de-
cemt?

Mr. Batty—What every one eonsiders decent,

Mr, Marshall said, that if the clause was agreed
to, he hoped it would not take effect from and
after the passing of the Act; but that six or
eight monsin’ notice should be given, in order
that the change might be gradually introduced,
50 89 to prevent any misunderstanding of the
slaves »s to the cauves which had caused the
slteration,

~Mr. Mais spid, he should aonly trespass for a
very few moments on the House. He neverwas
an advocate for corporal prumishment. At the
stme tinte he was convinced that the infliction of
it could not at once be done awny with. The
clamour raived against the mode of inflicting pu-
pishment In this country might rot ¢t ull influe
ence the Commirttee ¢ They shottld be guided by
reason and experience, It was stated that the
punishment of the enn-ulnir was gmlnalI”iving
way 10 the use of nsilder imtruments, ntrd thut
flagging, in general, was deereasing. It was with
much satisfaction he riflected om this circums
stance, and e was therefore the more unwilling
to agree to the clanse which sanctioned and al-
maost encouraged the uze of the cat.  Of the two
le preferied the whip ; the rnnhltmnt inflicted
By the Inst was heard by all the neighbours, not
sp with that inflicted by the former. Witheut
entering into the warmth expressed by the Ho-
nourable Member for 8t. Jumes's (Mr. Barrett},
he could suy that the necessity of pusishment of
this nature was painful to every feeling mind,—
He hoped that the use of it would gradusli
wear out, ard therefore he would never give his
sanction and encoura, nt to another instru-
went Tor infl.cting this pmishment, in a min-
ner mot less sévere, and more ohjectionable, be-
cane it might be mude more secret,

The Committee then divided on the question
put by the Chuirman, * whether they agreed to
the cluee 27

For the clause were 1¢
Agninst it . * .. o . 2840

In the minority were !—NMr. Cax, Mr., Mitchel,
Mr. MKevzie, Mr. Bareote, Mr, Bayley, Sie M.
B. Clare, Mr. Burke, Mr, Jackson, Mr. Hodg.
son, My, Stewart, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Minot.

¥RMALE EXPUSURE.

Mr. Batty then put his amendment, prohibit-
ing the indecent expesure of female slaves in
punishing them. :

Mr. Stewart—Will the Honourable Member
defing what he means by indecent exposure ? .

Mr. Barrett said, the guestion has been dis-

L4 L

posed of sl . Bt was negatived with the
clause which { Just been rejected, of which it
formed a part, . !

Mr. Batty—1 will appeal to the sense of the

ommittee. I will not take the law or rule of
the House from any Honourubie Memibrer”s dictum.
1t will be in the recollection of the House, that I
distinctly eubmitted my smendment. :

Mr. Grignon—There can be n» doubt that the
subject of the ataendment was disposed of when |
®e shole c'ause was rejestcd.  Had o@ "Fe-

He considered | ed

=

ncurable Friend wished to have the sense of the i L. s d
For aitering and repairing tie rosd from :
01:; to have pressed it. the nine. mile-stone. windward rosd, i
r. Batty complaided that he was preclud-| ihrough Gueen-Vale, to Good-Hupe "8
from submitting his amendment, because the | __And Dallas-Castle . 188 & 8

Chairmatt had put the guestion wrong. He For repairing the road from Uridge- Hill

ought to have put it on the umendment, snd not | 10 the fording at Yallabs. River st Ma- |

on the original motion, ¥ hogany- Vale oo ? ? ; .0 0
When the Speaker took the Chair, Mr. Cox | ";1:';",3:,‘.'..*. "M..-'-.-c:l:; from: ;o L&

mioved that 1he clause he had lost in the Commit- ; T g ey Fouige
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For 1epairing the rond leading from Ma- leading through the parish of Kingston 300 ,.0,,0
hogany- Vale fording to the line of St et sy,

Thomas' in the East, at Duckwerth : 5000 0.0
plantation . 83 6 6 )

For repairing and improving the great : MIDDLESEX. sl
road of communication from DPriest- For repuiring the road from Spanish. P
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